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It 1s a distinet honor and privilege to be afforded the opportunity
of addressing this annual MWntion of the kwwewste Junior Chamber
of Commerce, an organization composed of young men of recognized ability
and leadership, It is upon organizations such as this that a share of
the responsibility for world peace and domestic security and prosperity
rut.a.? This 1s our first monvantim since VJ Day, We meet in a
period of human history unequaled by its drametic tenseness and its un-
certainty as to the future, The awful spector of world-wide chaos casts
a dark shadow over every hame in every land,

It becomes ever more clear that the winning of the war was not
the winning of the peace, Military victory, like the victory of a political
party in an election, determines which group shall be in power and which
group shall be dominant., Following the viectory on the battlefield, the
great task of reconversion and rehabilitation begins, It is here that
real victory is either won or lost., It is in the attainment of peace and
security where governmental and economic systems are tested ss to their
adequacy.,

Today Americe is facing that test, There is no escaping it,
Either we master the multitude ov complex problems which beset us, or we 3
forfeit the greatest opportunity that was ever offered to a nation and its
people, Never have we faced such a crisis, Never has there been a day
in history when steadfastness of purpose was more easential, and the need

of leadership more imporativey*’ l ()
7&4 2 { There are two basis fundamental and inter-related problems which
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face this world, and America in particular, The first is that of post war
reconversion of our economie enterprise, and the readjustment of our political
institutions to peace time living., The second, and of equal importance, is
thet of attaining & means of intermational organization which will guarantee
a just and enduring peace, I feﬁg;t these two basis-isswes are inseparable
and fundamental to the future of ecivilization and democratic principles.

Permit me to state a few political axioms., Democratic principles
and republican or representative institutions of government cannot long
endure 15 a world that perio&iaglly faces worldewide crisis, The philosophy
of totalitarianism in both of its manifestations, Communism and Fascism, is
e preduct of world-wide erisis, and thrives on the threat of national or
international disorder, Totalitarianism lives by fear. It receives its
strength and nourishes itself upon an apparent insecurity, Times like
these and the days of the 1930's are, and were fertile soil for dicta-
torship, Democratic government requires good will amongst men. It grows
strong in conditions which are conducive to peaceful living, By 1ts very
essence democracy rests upon the respect for human personality and a
regard for the lews md the cultures of men.

Netional or international economic confusion, mess unemployment
end insecurity are the enemies of freedom and free politieal institutions.
Only thosé countries which have a long history of representative govern=-
ment and a deep and abiding faith in man's ability to govern himself, endure
the calamities of national and international insecurity which have beset
us in this past half century., Modern world history reveals that people
desire political and economic freedom, Modern world history also reveals
that the aspirations and the hopes of the great mass of people have been
smashed by the economic and political rivalries and the subsequent inter-
national chnos..

These months since VJ Day are part of the borrowed time of demo-
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eracy., If democratic institutions are to flourish, yes, even if they are
to survive where they now exist, we must boldly answer and solve the problem
of economic bankruptcy which faces Furope and Asia, of mass starvation
which now rests heavy upon this world, and rehabilitation of economic enter-
prise in other lands., Likewise, we must have the courage to support with
all of our material aid and political stremgth, and policy, parties and
governments in other nations which offer the hope of rebirth of free poli-
tical institutions. Ve must have the will to oppose with equal force all
endeavors on the part of any netion to either Joo?nrdize or thwart the
growth of democratic government, %M ,MMWWT\ 4
Bluntly, this‘neana that we must have a keen and everlasting
interest in the affairs of other people, We dare not cease our vigilance
nor hesitate in our decisions,
Most of us believe that we are capable of detecting dictatorship
in all of its forms when we see it, or are confronted with it, Yes, I
think it would be true to say that we are more keenly aware of what we
term foreign threats to our way of life than we are to the causes of our
own discontent and the source of the difficulties which beset us within
our own nation.L/%sw of us have systematically analyzed the true meaning
of demoeracy and our free institutions of government and economics. Most
of us have taken these things for granted, worshiping them with a blind
faith, and all too often refusing to analysze our politiczl and economie
system. It 1s only from & searching snalysis of the political and economic
prineiples which have guided the development and progress of this country
that we can fortify ourselves in this year and era of revolutionary change
brought about by the cataclysm of World War I1.
Political institutions and economic systems are living forces
’]ﬁkaoademic theories., They change as the mind of man changes, They are

as effective as those who use them and understand them, They will endure
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only so long as they satisfy the hopes and aspirations of those whom they
benefit, This is particulsrly true of democratic government, While
democratic government has ag ite source of strength the will of the peﬁple,
likewise it has as 1ts source of weakness the discontent of the people,

It was the people that created it for what they thought to be the general
welfare, It can be the people which will destroy it, because of what

they believe to be the abuses of the general welfare,

American business and its advocates have all too long demon-
strated an indifference or an outright refusal to understand the full
meaning of our governmental system. Politics to the businessman is a
necessary evil, Politieal leadership and responsibility has been looked
upon as something to avoid, When faced with economic emergency, business
leadership has clung tenaciously to symbols of the past, and rested its
case upon & veneration for the constitution, or what is commonly known
as the good old days,

Change has been resisted as if it were a plague. The outery of
a depressed or a impoverished people was answered reluctantly and with
displeasure, If Ameri business has lost its hold upon the minds of
the American people, it is because it has refused to lead the way to
general prosperity and individual well being, It has served as the re-
sistance movement to progress until it has incurred the distrust,and at
times the outright antagonism of great forces and numbers of our fellow
citizens,

In bygone days our country could survive such political reaction
and ineptitude, but today, with the average citizen having a keen politieai
consciousness, and sensing his own power at the ballot box, resistance
forces are looked upon as enemies of democracy and enemies of the people.

' Here is the challenge, Will the future leaders of American business
be the chempions of demoeratic living, or will they comtinuwe-to-be, as with
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many of their predecessors, the immovable objects facing the irresistible
force; will young businessmen of today be the champlons of a progressive
democracy which includes an opportunity for every man; will they be the
advocates of international cooperation and express a willingness to assume
the responsibility for political and economic leadership?

There 13“”4;.1a conflict in the thinking of Americans today,
On the one hand, there are the leaders of economic enterprise who continue
to maintain that government has no right to interfere in the economic
affairs, On the other hand, there is a preponderant majority of Americans
who contend that the govermnment is their government and, therefore, can
act as their instrument for the promotion of the general welfare,

\ﬁﬂo) This conflict centers around an interpretation of democratic
government, Is our government to act as but a policeman, as an instrument
of force and coercion, or is it to act as an instrument of collective
strength and positive purpose? There is no escaping an answer to this
question, and I believe that the correet answer is quite obvious, Govern-
ment that is ultimately in the control of a majority through the established

_ electoral processes will inevitably be used as & means of fortifying the
.~ activities of the individusls of which it is comprised,

The day of "that government 1s best which governs least" is gone,
Government today cannot remove itself from the everyday activities of the
people, Government today is not a disinterested impersonal third party.

It 1s the embodiment of the strength and the hopes of the people, It will
be used to correct abuses, to direet our energies, a2nd to formulate a2 plan
for living,

A democéacy cannot stand helpless before the torrent of unleashed
power that is everywhere present in this politieal and economic world of
ours, Therefore, it becomes the responsibility of young Americans to

participate in the political process so that their voice may be heard,
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so that they may have a part in the making of the great c!ecisiong4 ]

tie ourselves with concept of democracy which repudiates the use of the
instruments of government for the general welfare is to deny ourselves

of the stabalizing force of organized society.

All of this means that we must ac;ept government planning because
it is our government that plans, Ve must accept full employment because
it is our means of attalning it. Ve must embrace expanded programs of
social security because we had designed them, We must use the strength
oqugiarnmant to develop our physical and human resources bacause that

strength is our own.















Your M meets when dark diplomatic clouds are gathering,

t“r In the minds of thoughtful people everywhere is the frightening question,
/ " "re we to lose the peace again this time?"
Our statesmen seek frantically to inject new meaning into their

efforts for international cooperation, but anxiety hangs heavy over us

as after the last war., This war, some may say, may have been fought in

vain, But we of this generation are not easily discouraged, There is

yet an ablding faith within us that offers renewed hope, We have dedicated
/ our efforts to a strong and democratically organized United Nations,

supported by the leadership and strength of Ameriean democracy, and

pledged to the world-wide reclization of democratic ideals, -Trbwwmidh

This is not a perfect world, fiorld war alone does not remove from
our minds the prejudices and the symbolism of centuries of misguided
[ effort. People do not changs by the stroke of a magic wand., That
which we know as civilization has been a long time in the process of
creation, It should be recognized at the outset that the United Nations
organization, as it is today, is but the framework around which we must
build the politieal, economic, and moral substance that gives meaning
to the phrase "one world, " '
4s with all other forms of government, fundamental or constitutional
law is within itself but a statement of prineiple, It is the task of
statesmenship to implement these principles by the political machinery
and the political and eeconomic philosophy which makes them meaningful,
fle as Americans should be able to understand this,
ie have demonstrated a genius in the field of politieal organization,
e have made the Constitution of the United States = our fundamental
law = a living force v gtf:t.ute interpretation, and mli::n%‘
’ ’ ’ *



The charter of the United Nations in the 20th Century is no greater
challenge to the politieal genius of men than the Constitution of the
United States in the 18th Century, Both have the unique quality of q
being new and different, Just as the skepties in 1789 heaped their 2)f7
seorn upon our Constitution, so men of little faith in 1946 spread
their eynicism about the United Nations,

fle have one consoling thought. These men of little faith == these

doubters and cynies = have always been on the wrong side at the right
time., Their blindness has deprived them of perspective, Their love
of the past and their fear of the future has relegated them to mediocrity
and failure,
fle dare to dream and to try in this day and age because we recognize
the realities of our time, "e know that the sovereign nations state,
acting alone and independently, has proven its inability to either provide
security in peace time, or safety from the aggressor in war tifg”K:
People everywhere sense this inherent weakness in our world of
individualistie, nationalistic nation states, People, yes ordinary
people, are not much interested in such high sounding concepts as sover-
eignty and balance of power, or speres of influence, EES plain citisen

s
of today is saarching for economic aecurity and peraonal safety witpout

sacrifice of individwal liverty.

This same citizen has witnessed two world wars in one ganerﬁtion.
He 1s convinced that something is wrong, and that it i1s time to try new
ideas == new or improved plans of political and social organization,
Americans are not going back to normaley, They remember all too
well that normaley in this past generation has been e&n ere of unrest,
unemployment, insecurity, and war., Men =nd women know today that there
has been no peace, There hes been no general security, Ve hgve hed a
false belief in America first, or Britain first, or Russia first, The

prineiple of today and tomorrow must be humanity first. Todey we are

\ living in one world, where our mutual interdependence is the _only 1 roal

-—-.__._-.._..- —_———————

thct of social organization.
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erstand the philosophy and the thinking which will make e possible a

ﬂ Ve a® democewstirv-citinons; -emiwss Americans, should be sble to

successful United Hations We-have pledged ourselves to the doetrine of

e —————————

tmman eqmlity. We have recognized as part of our faith that all men

S
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(" are created equal, and that they are endowed by the Creator with certain

e Ay . ]
e 1m¥& Goie to understand that democraoy is not a static thing
that can only live if it progresses and expands. Iikewise, we have come
to know that democratic ideals a.ura seldom realized in the short course
of human events, but stand out as 2 challenge to the moral'.{ty of men
and their dedication to high and noble purposes,

Yes, young nen and-womer irained-in-the schools W? LA
1L, m M ﬁﬁw.wa D0 0 YAUSA VT

should know that our institutions t were!
not born as if.‘t;.i miracle, but are the product of centuries of sacrifice
and years of development, and even todey, these institutions of free
government can still be clessifiéd under the agenda of unfinished
business.

After better than a century and a half of political demoeracy, we
8till have men and women in this country who are not nermitted to vote,
We still suffer from racial diserimination end econcmic exploi‘@? 'Fgur
political processes do not always lend themselves to majority will or
respect for minority rights., In other words, we, as Americans, with
better than 150 years of political progress, have not realized the ideals
as outlined in the Declaration of Independence or the Preamble to our
Constitution, Yet we proudly acelaim our freedom and our individuslism,

Ve can justly make this claim because we are moving ahead, not

retreating, That is the essence of democratic development, So it is
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with this United Nations that now is in its infancy. This child of
peace has yet to develop and grow. It has just seen the light of day.
It is now suffering from the eruel reality of a world that it never had
a chance to direct, It is the product of an unhappy civilization, It
is the result of a frantic effort for survival, and it was baptized by
the fire of the atomic bomb,

Its entrance into this world of power and selfishness was not an
easy one, It came as a stranger into a strange land. It seeks to learn
the vocabulary of our age, and by living in an environment foreign to
its purposes, to so grow and develop that it can redirect the thinking
and the policies of mankind everywhere,

That is a big order. It is a tremendous challenge, and yet there
is not 2 one of us who would dare say that it shall perish or not survive,

One determined purpose must govern the development of the United

Nations organization in all stages of its evolution, Yesy,—I-sey-ewvolution

becanse politieal-organization c¢én never remain statie: never to uafar
it down, never to weaken its authority, always to build it up, always
to add to its prestige and moral power, until the time comes when it
speaks for the conscience of mankind with irresistible forece,

The United Nations organization is not an automatic device under
divine guidance., It is a man-made structure which must be guided and
nourished by men, It 1s merely a tool, and even the most perfect piece
of machinery is valueless unless there is a will to make it succaod>J

Like the muscles and flesh of the human body, it grows strong with
care, discipline, and exercise., The machinery of the United Nations
organization is absolutely essential, Without it, there can be no con=
centration of aim and effort, But this organization must be built on

8 realization of the common interests and the common denominators which
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As Thomas Paine once said, "We have it within our power to begin the
world over again.“ The human race is not & spineless, ignorant species
to be pushed around and finally exterminated by forces which it has itself
created, In spite of the atomic bomb, we are still the captains of our
own destiny, and we can make that destiny anything we desire. Ve recognize
that man changes slowly, and his steps towards progress have often been
checked by his own inertia and prejudice. But this time we must act
quickly and decisév:ly, We are summoned to accomplish in perhaps two

or three decades, or even less, what we have falled to do in all the

long history of the human race. ]

We should not close our eyes to our differences with other nations,
This may be one world, but few have learned to know it, To ignore the
differences that now exist between the major powers, is not to strengthen
the United Nations, It is to weaken it by hypoerisy and outright dis-
honesty, Our task 1s not to play upon these differences —- not to chastise
and criticigze, but the task of our nation and our people is to state

clearly arnd concisely that which we believe, and press for its acceptunce.

A clear-cut statement of American foreign policy is a basic essential
for a successful United Nations, and for world peace, We are the nation
to which the world looks for leadership. e are the people who must
assume responsibility for politieal, economie, and sociél direction, It
is upon this nation that the major burden of & war-stricken and impoverished
world will rest for many a year.

If we are not prepared to assume this task — if we are but to talk

peace and not implement it by sound economic and humenitarian measures,

then again we will have destroyed the hope of world peace, We find ourselves

in a paradoxical situation, On the one hand, we are rich and powerful,

\
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respected and feared; yet we live in a world that asks us to share our
blessings, to give of our strength, and to exercise our political leader-
ship. If we want a successful United Nations, we must be prepared to
assist in the rehabilitation of Europe and Asia, '/e must be prepared

to feed, or at least share in the feeding of millions of starving people.
We must demand respect foz treaties and the rights of smaller nations,

We must repudiate economie nationa;ism and political imperialism, Ve
must know and come to understand?ihe peoples of other nations, We must

be prepared to stand firmly in defense of the right of the smaller and
less advanced nations, to be free of domination and exploitation by

their larger and more powerful neighbors, ¥e must press upon our war-
time allies a respect for law and order, and urge the universal acceptance
of the basie rights of free speech, free assembly, free press, and free
elections. (W¢ amuch (hiadl fn Hodasinlia Lo b Qrmiirccqmsirn.

This requires strength of character, and the willingness to stand
alone against the selfish tide of powerful forces, But as we make these
demands upon other people and other nations, we must come forth with clean
hands and an example of democratic 1i pg‘:Etfh °223392333§4§35£i23v»--
and confidence of people everywhere,, As the Chinese philosopher has
said, "It 1s better to light a candle than to curse the darkness,"

In conclusion, we in this country must grow to realize that inler-
nationzl peace and domestic peace and prosperity, are one and inseparable,
There can be no peace in 2 world threatened by mass unemployment., There
can be no peace in & world if this nation of ours suffers economic disaster.
There can be no successful United Nations if by narrow and greedy American
domestic policies, we thwart the progress of our economy to a point where
our country finds itself fighting for its own economic existence., An
America broken in spirit, disunited in its polities, disrupted in its
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enterprise, will deprive the world of its only hope of survival,

If this world is to have democratic leadership, it will come from
America, If it is to be lost in chaos, we must accept our share of the
responsibility, Now, if ever, we need faith and confidence in the instru-

ments of internation peace embodied in the Charter of the United Netions,
' a true Mspec‘t\wdividml
f/
nality for a ces, political-ereeds, econo;%\\
/

Government policy today is too important to be left in the hands

of those who have neither faith in their country nor belief in the
prineiples of democracy, The problems of today and the policies of
tomorrow can never be left to those who despair of our future, and who
believe in the inevitability of depression, chaos, and war, Ve need a
new faith, Ve need a new determination in the ability of men and

women to be masters of their own destiny and capable of designing their
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