
D T A. • 11 

To orr ow. th vot :t'8· of i nneapo11a will h .... etor•· 

t he th doption or t h rejection of · end ent o . 11 to the City 

Ch rt r. I t 1 tho xp r 8 ur poao of thia .. •nd ent to p r t 

the ity 0 in oli to a ·ablis hou.ain a t ority whiob 

would be li g bl " to r OG V ro the · ederal Government f1nano1al 

14 in providing lo oat ouain tor lo inoo e iliea . 

I t ie at r er ur Qae ot ttia a~•nd ent to establish 

the n cuaaary a ini 1tr t v·e organ1& tion to deai n nd pl n for 

t • eli ination o our bl1 ht d and elu are a nd the redeYelop• 

ent of any seotiona of t h e ity of inn 

a'tate ot ajor c11tre a.ir or deteriora'tl1oth 

ol1a whioh are in a 

Th .ra ia third purpoae t at it 1noluded in th1a 

en ent and th t 1a to pr oVi d.e 'tl e 1 eLl u hori ty or the 01 t:y 

of inn 

obt ain n b oual g. 

These t h r e ur oe s re ole r o ut. The eoono 1o f ota 

of t • p t 20 y a.r~ nd, parti oul .rl , ot t h ese p oa w r year a .• 

indica te th e i p r tive n oeae t o h v in a o sing authority 

t h t o n coop r e it r1vate b i lder in the City o inneap olia 

tor t t e urp osa f houain and alum ole r n o•• 

0 sa th end ont, • m at obtain t leaat 60 ot 

t e otea oast upon 1t. eme mb er. a. s 1 mpl jority ia not •nough. 
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To a e n d our C ty Ch rter, we muat have 60 in favor of th• 

a endment . !he a end e n t, as preaented to you tomorrow, wi llbe 

one of t o printed on sep rate 1 vendar ba llots . I aak you to 

vote "yea" on t is a endment-- to vote "ye a" f or a better inne-

apol1s , for b t r h o es , and for ell-p lanned reoonatruotion 

of ny ro s in our city. 

ow, w t re the aota oono rnin t e background of 

Ch rt r endment fll nd t e housing ioture? ln 1 937 , th e 

on reas r the Unit d st tee atabliahed what 11 known as the 

nbd Statea ousin ct. Thia ot aa supported by approxi -

tely 0 , 00,000 in ederal pproprlationa . Thia money haa 

g one to ov r 150 oitiea in t e nited States and to over 3 atatea 

w o h ve oooper t ed i.th the ederal g overilJilent in a low coat 

h ousing pro r m and slum le r nee rojeot • 

I oth r orda , e t l e o ti~ na of inneapolis , wh o 

pay our federal tax~s , ha e not r oei od one cent of ederal aid 

fo r housin~ , ai ply b eo s our t te Le ial t re has not paaaed 

an ena · l i n aot hich would po r it us to qu lify under the federal 

pro r m. Th City of inn olia ha be n e x cluded f rom any ot 

these en fits 

en dm nt . 

o u e of no at te legislation and no charter 

Thi polioy as cost the t te of in eaota between 

fifty and sixt y illion dollars in the 1 t 10 yeare . the ajor 

portion of which would h e one to inneapolis to be used fo r 

aleaning up our delapidat d ld ho ea s..nd oleaning out our run• 

do n areas . 
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Legiel tion now pending in Con reaa i ll make available to our 

ci t y .... , any OJfe illion dollar• in t h e etate--that ia, we 

wil l be ble to obtain it if we paaa thia men dmont. It, howev Gr, 

thie a end erit is e£• ted , our entire progra of alum olearanoe, 

of' redevelopm nt o run down ar eas, of lo coat housing , will be 

set back for ye rs, and inneap olie a ain wi ll fi nd itself aa the 

only j or city in th Unit ed states without such ~ program. 

I wish the opponente of this sa ure could h~ar hat 

the a yor of Los n ele h to y ou it . I wi h the opponents 

ould be h onest bout it and t 11 h t the may ors and public 

off1 o1als of every city in the United t t ea eay a bout pub lic 

housing and redevelop ent legisl tion . 

I wist t h e opponents of this eaaure would honestly 

· quote rep reaentat1 e n w paper ditorials. I wish t hat tl e y ould 

call to y our ttention that le ial tion nd c harter propoeale 

id enti cal to nd ~t 11 h vo b n supp orted by loading financial 

h oua s, roal est te bo rda , outatandin, n wspapera like t h e ew 

York Ti · a, the hi l del p i v ning ulletin. th$ Louiaville 

ourior, nd othor too nu rou to ention . It i s a bou t ti • 

th t thero s an opon rooogn tion of tho raot that this sort 

of housing nd neighborhood redevelop nt log1sl ti on h a the 

unqu l ifi ed support of both m jor politi 1 p rti a nd that 

1 dership for it in th nit d States S n te h • be en in th~ 

hands o£ sen tor aft of hi o d Senator gner of ew YOrk. 

Pu >lio housing nd slu olear noe legi slation is not 

pa rtisan is ue . Housing lo ialation ha s een coepted by all 



p olitioal p rt1 ea. It ia now in operation in atatea whioh oomp oae 

96~ of t e tot l p opu l t on o f the ni ted Stat••• 

Housing 1 ial t ' on , a outl ined inCh rter Amendment 

11, ia or in d h s b en w rking o~ s ~nd , efficient , and 

economi cal ~asia f or m ny y ara in nei ghboring atatea . Thia isn't 

t . ory o re tal in b t . This ia pr otioal,econo loa desi gned 

to aid citle n st t s, conceived to p rovide shelter nd hole• 

some environment to the citiz ns f unioip litiea in all inoo • 

. rack ta. 

I tnink it is f ir t o y t h t you o n judge the rita. 

of t he . ou in amendm~nt to o r oh rt r b y those wh o support i t . 

Th1a a endment h s b een e dar e nd s support d b y business, 

labor , ohurohea, and a y civic ~ro • • Listen to thia listing 

of ndorse enta--the 1.nne polis Civic and Commerce aaooiation. 

the inne pol1a Centr l La or Union, the inne~polia Junior •aooi -

t i on of Co1 mero , nn pin County Cl Counc il, the i nna olia 

L a ue of fo en Voter ~ t1e Public ft ira Depart ent of the 1nne• 

apol1a Church eder tion , Twin Cities Co neil of Consume r Coopera­

tives, t e ilro d rotherh ood a. Th oa a t enciee of unioi pal 

g ove n ent h ioh h ve b een str l i n g ith the h ou in& or1aia for 

onthe 1 likewise have gi ven their u nanimous nd unqu 11f1ed aup• 

p ort to this housing a endm nt. or e amp le. t e 1n n ·olia• oard 

of r ubiic lf&re. inn apol1s City Plan ning Co miaaion , nd the 

inneap olis City Council . 
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The l .i at of endor a • en ta r e.p rea enta the bro de at 

a roaa-s otion of ou~ oo unity. T eae or gan1&a t1 onl, and the 

n an o e w~o oo pose t b , eupport the h ousing a endmont and 

as k y ou to vote yes" upon 1 t because t e Jr:n o th e importance 

of s oh le is l t on and hat it o n uan t o the fut ure develop• 

ent of inn a p olie. 

L adere o inneap olia eterana organ1z ti on& have 

ai gned a at tement up orting the a men dment b eca •• • aa t h ey 

say and I quo t e, "under th r of t n dm nt , t e oity wil l 

be b l e to n g in p r o rams e p ee a ll y das i nod to saiat 

vet e rans in obt inin~ li vin ua.rtera .. 
n t 

Th atate/,also includ es t e p oint and I qu ote gain, 

"The undt~~rtaking o£ pub:ic o u in and alum clearance p ro jec ts 

i ll provide ny job op p ortu.nit1ea and wil l atimulato construction 
the 

generally. -hie n n that veterana e n od 1 n/oonatruotion field 

ill be ass ed o f oon t1nu1n d e and fo r their akilla . B 

Th is at e n t as e n si gned by a rr y J . Lee, adjutant 

of tho 1 ill City Post, mari o n Leg ionJ J e Lan ne ss. commander, 

i ll City P ostJ liver nd&rson , o ander, old Chaa berl in Poet, 

~or oan L ion. ow rd .t r on, oo nder, etropolitan Poet, 

merio n L i on; rold Cross an, oh ir an of tht~~ erica.n Veterane 

Committee, C a p ter o. 1 , Stew rt o Clendon, pr aident , Vet rana 

ousin ssooi t ion of inno p olis. 
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l \ \ 
\· \ \ 

I '\ 

The overwb el in · upp ort an d en1dorae\ e t given thia 
\ 

a endment by re a peoted nd 1 din 

inneapolis ol s rly in i oatoa t e 

I 

oltiaen• nd r ani&ationa ot 

ou dnesa . . of 
1\ 
I 

11, \~ 
t 4 e ~barter &~end• 

~. 

ent nd th d esirability o it s d op ion . •A 
I 

yet• h e oppoaition 

' I 

to the oo d housing mo dmont h s not revea~ed i ta h d othor t h an 
1 ; • 

to ind oate. 

I 

at the p rog ram of 1ar p resen . tin rld diat ortion ot 

aot h ioh t h ey re ng ~ od up on is hea ded ~y n on 

Settevi g . p re id e n t of th 1nne ol i a Propert y wners a'oo i ation . 

\ 

r. ettevi has b en en a e 

n unholy oru a de ,o.inst p r o 

say t hat he does n ot repr G nt 

for the p t i ht y a r~ in~a one• 
\ ', 

\ 

legi s{ ' J; 
r ssi h ous tn g t o..n . 

\ 

ttitude /of 
\ 

t • the 'r ltor" and 

i 
1\ 

landlords o f th I o ommuni t y . I s y t t h is ttit'Ude \S on a' whi o h 

i s forei n t o t e d e lupmant nd pr ,r ess ~- t e City .of ina_aapoli•• 
I \ 

/ ' 

I t i this a me r. ettevig nd lhis a~aooia~io~ that 
\ 

• aeen fit to fi ht re t co ntro l in p ri o d f dH ·e 'h ousing 

I I 

shorta e. Despi t t h f o · th t 

oity nd at t h . v indi oat d t heir 

o er h el in rop qrt i on of *hi a 

nd have u r g ed their oong reas n to 

th e h ousin situation ea • 

' 

pp rov 1 f subh l egial i on 
I' ' 
I . 

int in the cont~ols ntil 

I 
f 

h e leadership of the opposition ha & f ailed to b r i ng 

\ 

' 

t o th e ttent on of or o 1tiz n ~ t t e t r ue f _ot of the housing 

situation re i n thi oity . Thsy h v f ail d to pr ovide a sing le 

re edy or au esti on as to h o to 11 viate t hi s terr i f y ing oriaia 

that has be en facing u f or months . I say t at they have i gnored 

human r ig ta and the are dbin eo in th e ir oppos ti on to this 

a.mendme t. 
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I y at y v 1 n ore th reports of our o 

0ounoi 1 o ooi l .. g noi e s d p lor bl ,itu tion th t 

'· oxi t in oert n oti on ur c ity. ,I y that t ey i e;nor e 
\ 

t e ot t h t oo or in t th rni ed St ~ e o nsus \ or 19 0 t h re 

war over , 000 h i n t City o inn poli wh d re de -

ol r d unfit for hu n h blt ti on. 

I y th t they n v not told you t h t p rivat oon-

truotion h s b nun b l to rovi d lor oo t o sin~ to ur lo 

inoo ro u d pit th f ot th t r ly 1 9 1 • tho nn -

p olio i vi o nd Com ro ooi tion in their annu l r p ort c lle d 

or u oh p ro r • 

I th t opposit on to s nd nt h d 

v t ro its r o t i lu typ of houe • s o ir n of th 

o rd o P olio '• l re , I know t t our e ty G id p rox -

t ly . aoo , ooo in ubl 0 on y r o s n g to p rovi olt r 

r perso s o lo noo • Th 

prop r ties owned y o th e b r of the opp o iti on . Thos 

lo ino o p opl h v n ept in p oor hou in~ , in oor nviron-

ent, in oo ditio s of poor h lt v ioh , in th long run , h 

p t t ern poor nJ p blio ota r ge to ou r city . 

Could it bo that h opposition i o 1 t r t d in the 

r nt 1 of di l pidat d h ousing prop rties to tho city th thi 

s lfish int r· t r iv the to o po t i nd ant? C n 1 t 

t t usi s o l o th lvos in the r k f th 

op o ition r so s ort-si g d th t t y c nnot e th b enefit 

•hie ulti t ly auld co o lth. th dopti on ol t i• nd nt? 
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I ask the people of ' inne p olis and I particularly 

k the opponenta o this end ent to read today'& ditorial 

in t e inno& olia t r . T i itori l a t tea the oaee for the 

endment in clear and oonci e ter •• It r e inde the bua1neaa 

p eople o.f inn )& , olia of th importan ce of v oting "Y••" on the 

men nt. ermit to ro d it . 
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Thia editorial ahoul • for onoe hd or 11, newer 

t h ob j otions of t o o r justly vi t lly concerned about 

t e c t o Ch r t e r • t ' 11 u on pr v te industry . 

t, t t 't re ~ na, I shou l l ik to an lyze for 

ou 0 th j c i ons to d nt . 1' peop le ant fact 

not fiction . T eop l nt th tr th n ot 1 arep r es nt tion. 

The v st jor i ty 0 t e o pi of inn p olis r unit d in their 

s upp r t 0 t i al r p 1 r h ou ing . ppoai tion to this a end-

t 0 ld tell 0 t t t r o jeota re controlled by bureauoraoy 

in a h ington. Th ao t i t hou sing ro.j eots er 1tted under 

t h i a en ent ill b e p l nne y tho loo 1 overnment g enoiea, 

b i lt b y p rivate oontr o tora, it l oa 1 b or h ioh is paid xka 

t p r v i linr, g e rat 8• .h e proj ect will be und e·r sup rTision 

or l oc 1 h o inr; u t or ity of loo 1 o itir.en • ppoint d y t h e 

y r d t c t ~ u oil . 

Th ou n je c t l l 1 Te s elter h ousing 

t o r lie 0 l o n 0 e it 1 t 0 la.r p r i or · ty to voteran s. 

or 'eaoh new unit f o i p r ov d d n r j o t , a alum 

un t or on of t e , 0 00 h om hi o h ve bee n d escribed as unfit 

f or m n h bit ti on in this c ity must b r oved . 

I n o th r wor ds, or v r y n h o , a h ovel ia torn 

do n . 

T opp osition ou l d le 1 y ou" .. to b e li eve t he.t houaing 

under th is a on d ant ould b f in no ou t o f local ta~e• thereby 

reatly inore e i n g y our t ax bi ll . he f ct is t h e omee oon-
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e truct u nder the t rms of t is a endn nt will be financed by 

lo ns de to he loa 1 ho oin u thori ty by th e fede r 1 gov ern -

nt . Suoh lo ns re ully r ith int re t v r n e x t ended 

p r io r tim nd re n ot obli t i ons of the . oity . 

In ord r to p r it th tousing u ho ri to rent 

!lin in th proj at to fa 111 s of lo inoo e, the f deral 

ov rn ent n nnu 1 

c ont plato under this 

b idy o h lo i a nay . 
a 

ndment is/ elf-liquidatin 

ousinr; 

ro ram. 

Th r n s r oeiv d. p lu t h r nta by th fede r 1 ov rnmen t, 

p y onds. Th re is no o li tion on th rt o f the city• • 

11 mon y which ay bo dvano b t h unicipa lity t• tor p l nning 

. . 
or for land ac quisition wi ll b e r p id by th t dera l o vern ent 

a nd t e ho sin a t h orit • 

h opposition a i misrep r s n ta tha f ots en it 

loa s the i pres on th . th ~e ro oots .il l increas e our 

t xes o us of the t x x e p on f atu res on tho ho sin nita . 

The t ot is. o v er, th t thee · projects ay on he basis or a 

con r at o the cit of 1onc y in 0 s s 0 t h t hi h i 

now i n oollect d fro ho lum areas hi oh ill e rebuilt and 

redevelop d u nd r th t r s f hi u endm n t. 

I r mi nd th oppos iti n th t the reo ord ot houeing 

proj eta in t e n tion r vea. ls h t t .e r ts of on y a de by 

th praj ot to th oi ty is on the v r e f ro 1 to 2 timttl ... 
much as as reoeived fro taxes fro the rea before the housing 

project 8 oonstru ted . Th s is t er of ubl1c reoord and 

the oppositi o n ell knows i .t. In other worde , publi e houain~ 
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pro jeot• ~ay h eir wa to h e o "t y. ousin proj e cts re n o t t ax 

ex . t n t s n th t t oy y oth n to t e co unity . · 

1 n o h t t r £ ry . n a , to o in his letter 

o u c tob r 1 7 . I qu to ro y r Jo oph • n arty of t e i ty 

o u ry, rna· n J ~o rin t t ·o y rs ou n g a thorlty 

0 r y h pai d to th city 

toto.l t ax yio1 t at th y wo 1 

t on nd t x r i; • n oth r 

0 r y a.n ount eq i valent to th e 

.r 

ord , 

lly p y on t ~ current va l ua ­

u r ~ub lic o si . pr oj eta 

n ot t ax e o pt 1 stit tion • Th y v p id oir Y • 

T ey b ve on th s e 

mente in 0 r y • " I quot fu rth r ro 

y oonol a1on th t r ath r t n h in 

r r 1 s t do lop • 

e le tter . "I t i s 

d it on l coat• or in-

or 1 t x r t <~s u t o t e a t co ub lic ousln , t1e 

c o t r r y b n t r u • Th r 

0 a aed bo o use o pub lic ou 

Gary it our thr 

housin ·, p r pe rl y 

h ou in 

inis r 

n • 

r o jeo t 

• r l 

o our city h ve been in-

y o n p r ence re in 

rov a to 

in o r 

t t ·p ub lic 

lli a , 1 t e 

nswer t o outr ous al c n dit o a 1 very ity in er i 

T 1 t t r i typ1 o 1 of un r d s t t o t r y or a 

h~vo pl oed n r oord • 

The n ta , Ga ., t tut1on , th l in e spaper 

ott t c ity, s tlie to saya ~ ub lio b oue n g n t rely reduoe• 

cost to city d oounty in olioe , fi re , nd h lth d ep rtment a 

but i t pays a l most twioe as muoh ha rd oash i nto the treasur y of 

e oity ~overnment s did the iaer bl e • di a grac e u l aluma . ao 

no1a1 ly defen ded on the b sis of taxee. • h op e thi s i ll be n 

end tot e opposition on this bas t a . " 

" • 
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Th Louisville. Ky. Oouri r Jo rna! on roh 31, 1945, 

h t h i to s y, "o p on n t of u b lio housinc h ve r Gued loud 

nd lon th t f ro th lr c t o 1 vie p oint. lo cost h o s~n s 

st of u l io o oy ~ 1 o i t d p r iv d th e u ic i li ies ot 

t x rev nues. Lo i vill s b n ortu nate in h vin fo r h o 1lng 

ro j ot o e:rv s &uine pi s fo r h e dab t r • Citiz D8 ay 

nor o n sid r t ho a r um n t i n r v or of lu ol ranee nd pub l 1o 

h s i n g settl d £ r once n d for 11 . ot b y he si h t t reen 

r sa nd flo e r a roun d n t b locks of houses th t at nd here 

t n o t on p r 1 d; n ot b y tho fi~u r o P. ted' by t oom-

un ty first f a in f p p r .... 1 t 1 y G 8 • 0 0 1 n p b l ~ o h e a 1 th 

d el r p l di tu r ·s f or t h r tt. T1es re but inor ood 

p oints. ~h re 1 el i ch i that th h o ei g proj ots now l y to 

te o t y 78.7 64 p r y o r inst 40 , 591 t h t t h pr ert 

p i in tax b f oro i t i to hou 1 n roj ct . " 

Th • k , J re or . p i 1 2 a t h is to • a.y • 

' Lo oost h o i n g p ro joe in e r k h ve p rov d sound ooi 1, 

oono 1o nd community i nv t m nt . t 
re 

obvi ou t h at kt is only 

0 thin rong ith lo oet h ou ing proj ects . Th re re n ot 

nou ,h of t h " • 

Th Phil del hia r. e n in Bulletin Ju ly 10, 19 4 , 

ro p orts t h t t h e hil delphi houa l n ro gr tn h s ave d t h e c i t y 

t h ou s nds o doll r a in a n yielded twic e the amount 

in it p y nt to t e oity s collect d in t xes efore the 

n hou 1 oo truotod. 
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The r cord o publi c i u pp ort f or oh rt r e d nt 

11 nd its revision i ove r 1 .ing . ro v ry secti on of 

erie , t sti oni ls po r in to h e conomic nd oo i 1 

b en fit to b d rived ro w 1 1 nn ou in n lum ole r -

nc o r !11 • 

nother rgu ent u d by th oppo ition auld 1 d us 

to b liev t ou n pr j ots co p te it l ~iti t p riv te 

nt rp~i a • Ths f ot , ho ev .r , t t lo inoo o o in 

oont pl tad und~r tl is nd nt , ou ld b d v il 1 on l y 

t o· -c 1 p rson · o o u l d not po lbly p y ou h r n t to rovid 

t for priv t uild rs . 'i'h r u t b 20,. rant 1 g p 

' 
or e y bet· n th t op o th lo inca roup nd the lowe t 

r t hie pri v t nt r p r i i s pplying privat h ou in • 

It o l ~ further not e d th t t pr oj cts i ll be con -

struotad by our o n p riv contr ot r • riv t b sin a i ll 

b d oln tho job . r 1 bor 1 11 b on th job . inn p ol i s 

inv tors c n i v st in e project. 

tl is ro r or ed? Cl v 1 nd , hio , h s en 

fi to co str ct in hue housin pr j ot ; Cincinn ti, 11 

ov rn a n con ervativ oity h four of th ro j ot • 

Toledo h 1 • io go h in 1 ~il d lphi , o rte n ; 

Detroit , ourJ a , abr k, tWOJ il uke • · on J t . Loui s, 

issouri , our proj ot of 1300 units . Citi lik K n s City , 

D llas , T x s , Denver , olor do, e· t in ton , 0 n ol 

d S n r o oo • Ca liforn i , 11 or tl. s oiti v in op r -
, 

tion hou i g pro r m ioh , th e p o p 1 o • 1 nn p o 1 1 • r e 
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or un er th ter ms or th e Ch rter 

ol oppo ition 

o citi fit to 

t wor k in e c h of 

ov h e d nd to 

oc ordin t t 

th y re on th 

!r o r p ort • t ey 

ig ro d of pro r 

i bly bett r 0 r . 

d r con truotion . 

Th se c tie 1 rned th t unle ss e r to ole n 

p our slu r b or nd or i r tion into t he 

country; more an or o e bei n bui t outsid o the oi t y . 

t or by t king prop rty o t oity t x roll • The e cities no 

know t h t J o ng pro · ots t thori r. ed unci r Ch rter nd nt 

'11 p rov i g r t s v n s in · r • olioe. h lth . nd w 1 re 

e rvices . 

T e lu r f ny olty co t f ro iGh t o r· te n 

ti s s uch a c nt o sed r fo r th bov - m ntioned 

un oip 1 servioos . 

bli t ed -n d slum re 

H. un d n pr op rt y , de terior ta d h ou s, 

th ost p nsiv at o ublio 

und ff r d by ny co unity. 

opposition 

h most i 

or urb n r 

ov rn ont 

inve tor in 

Th ro i o e p rtion o t o ~ing n nt h ich th 

., o n fit to i gnor t t porti on is , by r, 

ort n • I r 

v lop ent 

y 1 nd 

bir; pro r 

r to th n 1 hbor ood re 4e v lop ont 

tur s. It i or h re th loo l aity 
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November 4. 1946 

RADIO BROADC AST IN SUPPORT OF CHARTER AMENDMENT NO. 11 
W.L.O.L - MAYOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

Tomorrow. the voters of Minneapolis will have before 

them the adoption or the rejection ot Amendment No. 11 to the Citl 

Charter. It is the~ ........ ~~ purpose of this amendment to permit 

the City of Minneapolis to establish a housing authority which 

would be eligible to receive · from the Federal Government financial 

aid in providing low coat housing tor low income families. 

It is a further purpose of this amendment to establish 

the necessary administrative organization to design and plan tor 

the elimination of our blighted and slum areas and the redevelop-

ment of many sections of the City of Minne¥olis which are in a 

state of major disrepair or deterioration. 

There is yet a third purpose .,S;Iiia!!II!!!IIS. included in this 

amendment and that is to provide the legu authority for the City 

of Minneapolis to more eatensively aid and assist our veterans in ·-
obtaining housing• 

These three purposes are clear out. The economic facta 

of the past 20 years and, particularly. of these postwar years, 

indicate the imperative necessity of having a housing authority 

that can cooperate with private builders in the City of Minneapolis 

for the p~rpose of housing and slum clearance. 

To pasa the amendment. we must obtain at least 60% of 

the votes cast upon it. Remember, a simple majority is not enough. 
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To amend our City Charter 1 we must have 60% in favor of the 

amendment. The amendment. as presented to you tomorrow. will be , 
one of two printed on separate lavendar ballota. I ask you to 

vote "yea" on this amendment--to vote "yea" for a better Kinne-

apolis 1 for better homes, and tor well-planned reconstruction 

of many areas in our city. 

~. ~at are the facts concerning the background of 

Charter Amendment Ill and the housing picture? In 1937, the 

Congress o£ the United states established what is known as the 

Un~d States Housing Act. This act was supported by approxi• 

mately 1890,000,000 in federal appropriations. This money has . 
~ ~ gone to~ 150 cities in the United States end t· t' 43 states 

wh~ave cooperated with the federal government in a low oowt 

housing program and slum clearance projects. 

In other words, we the citizens of Minneapolis, who 

pay our federal taxes, have not received one cent o£ federal aid 
ct.;/ 

tor housing. simply because our State Legislature .._ not pass.-

an enabling act which would permit us to quality under the federal 

program. The City o£ Min~eapolia has been excluded from any of 

fifty and sixty million dollars in the last 10 years. the major 

portion of which would have gone to Minneapolis to be used tor 

clsaning up our del&pidated old homes and cleaning out our run• 

down areas. 
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Legislation now pending in Congress will make available to our 

city .. ••¥ many more million dollars Ln the state--that is, we 

will be able to obtain it if we pass this amendment. If, however, 

this amendment is defeated, our entire program of slum clearance, 

~~ 
of redevelopment of run down areas,~of low cost housing, will be 

set back for years, and Minneapolis again will find itself as the 

only major city in the United s tates without such a program. 

I wish the opponents of this measure could hre.ar wh t 
:/t-J~~ 

the Mayor of Los Angeles has to say about~.._ I wish t e oppo~ents 

would be honest about it and tell what the mayors and publio --
officials of every city i~ the United States say about public ~- ftt 
housin@i and redevelopment legislation. ~ ~ ~ 
..4-n,.a- I I 

~ - • I wish the opponents of this measure would honestly 

quote representative newspaper editorials. r wish that they would 

call to your attention that legislation and charter proposals 

identical to Amendment #11 have been supported by leading financial 
~a;; 

houses, real estate boards, outstanding newspapers ~ the New -
York Times, the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, the Louisville 

fJMI"'~ Thtl .. -.t., ~" ~~~ 
Courier~ and others too numerous to mention. It is about time 

that there was an open recognition of the fact that this sort 

of housing and neighborhood redevelopment legislation has the ~ ~-

11~ .... <;'"tfLU J 
unqualified support of both major political parties~and that 

leadership for it in the United States Senate has been in the 

hands of senator Taft of Ohio and Senator Wagner of New york. 

~) Pu blic housing and slum clearance legislation is not 

a partisan issue. Housing legislation has been accepted by all 
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political parties. It is now in operation in states which compo•• 

96% ot the total population o£ the United States. 

Housing legislation, as outliaed in Charter Amendment 

fll, is working and has been working on a sound, efficient, and 

economical basis tor many years in neighboring states. This isn't 

theory we are talking about. This is practioal.economios designed 

to aid cities and states, conceived to provide shelter and whole• 

some environment to the citizens o£ municipalities in all income 

brackets.~~~~~ 
I think it ~ir to say that you can judge the meri~~· 

ot the housing amendment ;a a r ····••r by those who support it. 

This amendment has been endorsed and is 
~ &f;l.w 

labor, ohurohes,"\ and many"" civic groups. 

supported by business, 

1 iet~a~a~ 
~endorsements--the Mi2:neapolis Civic and Commerce Association~ 

the Minneapolis Central Labor Unio~ the Minneapolis Junior Associ-

ation o£ Commerce, Hennepin County CI O Council, t~e Kinne~olia 

League o£ Women Voters, the Public Affairs Department o£ the Minna-

apolis Church Federation, Twin Cities Council o£ Consumer Coo er -

tives, the Railroad Brotherhoods. Those agencies o£ municipal 

' government which have been struggling with the housing orisia tor 

months, likewise have given their unanimous and unqualified sup-

port to this housing amendment. For example, the 1Hnneap olis Board 

ot Pub ! ic Welfare, Minneapolis City Planning Commission, and the 

Minneapolis City Council) ~~ 
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The list of endorsements represents the broadest 

cross-section of our community. These organizations. and the 

men and women who compose them. support the housing amendment and 

ask you to vote "yes" upon it because they know the importance 

of such legislation and what it can mean to the future develop-

ment of Minneapolis• 

Leaders of Minneapolis veterans organizations have 

signed a statement supporting the amendment because, as they 

say and I quote, "under the terms of the amendment, the city will 

be able to engage in programs especially designed to assist 

veterans in obtaining living quarters." 
ment 

The state~lso includes the point and I quote again• 

"The undertaking of public housing and alum clearance projects 

will provide many job opp ortunities and will stimulate construction 
the 

generally. This means that veterans engaged in/construction field 

will be assured of continuing demand 

of t li: 

American 

American Grossman. c 

1, Stewart 
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The overwhelming support and endorsement given this 

amendment by respected and leading citizens and organizations of 

Minneapolis clearly indicates the soundness of the charter amend-

men t and the desira bi li ty of its adop tl on. As yet, the opp osition 

n 

to ind of 

re engaged upon i• keaded ~y none 

of the Minneapolis Pro~Vy Association. 

been enga~ed tor the past years in a one-

man . unholy crusade against progressive legislation. I 

say that he does not of the realtors and 

landlords of this that his attitude is one which 

is foreign to the d progress of the City of Minneapolis. 

It is this and his associat~ that 

has seen control in a iod of a dire housing ~ 

-+ll fl-~~ r '1-
overwhelming roportion o~ this shortage. fact that an 

city and indicated their approval 

to maintain 

The leadership of the opposition has failed to bring 

to the attention of our citizens what the true facts of the housing 

situation are in this city. They have failed to provide a single 

remedy or suggestion as to how to alleviate this terrifying crisis 

that has been facing us for months. I say that they have ignored 

human rights and they are doing so in their opposition to this 

amendment. 
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~~~rod the reports of our own 

Council of Social Agencies as to the deplorable situation that 

exists in oertain seotions of our city •• r-. .. ~z~Eia4$-yhey ignore 

the fact that aooording to the United States census of 1940 there 

were over l.~ooo~n the City of Minneapolis whioh were de-

olaredJ::XJ. for human ~itation. Jf:tr:::-~~~ 
~ I say ~~y hav~ld you that private con- . 

struction has been unable to provide low cost housing to our low 

income groups despite the fact that as early as 1914, the Kinne-

apolio Civic and Commerce Association in their annual report oalled 

for such a program. 

I charge that the opposition to this amendment has made 

vast profits from this slumJJ•z~z~~sr: housing. As chairman of the 

Board of Public Welfare, I know that our city has paid approxi-

mately t4,BOO,OOO in public money ~e~.--. .... ~g to provide shelter 

for persons of low income. These people have been housed in the 

properties owned by some of the members of the opposition. These -r 
low income people have been kept in poor housing, in poor environ-

ment, in conditions of poor 

ta 
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I ask the peo 1 f p e o Minneapolis and I particularly 

ask the opponents of this amendment to read today'3 editorial 

in the Mimneapolis star. This editorial states the case for the 

amendment in clear and concise terms. It reminds the business 

people of Minneapolis of th e importance of voting "yea" on the 

amendment. 

l 

Permit me to read it. 

- ..---
10 M~.:....VEMBER 4, 19<l6 

Minneapolis Needs· Nc).l 
CHIEF OPPOSITION to the proposed city 

charter amendment No. 11 seems to come 
from various property owners' and taxpayers' 
associations. Their position is that the amend- \ 
ment, providing for a housing authority to 
undertake rehabilitation of the city, would 
result chiefly in public housing which would 
compete with their rental property. 

The Star has pointed out how the pending 
Wagner-Ellender-Taft bill protects adequate l 
private 1ental units from the competition of 
any possible public housing. A gap of 20 per 
cent between the lowest private rentals and 
publi:: rentals mu;;t exist or federal funds will 
not be made available. 

But the amendment does make possible 
municipal initiative to clear away blighted 
'areas and make them available at reasonable 
cost for private development, if investors are 

interested. 
The opposition of property owner and tax-

payer. groups is unfortunate, for they are the 
very ones which should promote the rebuild­
ing of. Minneapolis. Wh~n modern dwellings 
replace antiquated homes and tenements the 
whole city will be a better place in which to 
live. All property will be benefitted. 

Now more money is being spent for hous-
ing iu the suburbs than inside the city limits. 
Only when hundreds of new dwelling units 
are put up within the city will the tax base 
be broadened so that a reduction in the tax · 
rate is possible. 

Seldom has a proposed amendment :been 
indorsed by so representative a~oup of 
organizations as are backing No. 11. he city 
council, planning commission, boar of public 
welfare, Civic & Commerce association board 
of directors, Junior Association of Commei' e, 
Central Labor Union (AFL), Henne ' in 
county CIO council, the railroad broth -
hoods, Twin City Council of Consumer -
operatives, the League of Women Voters and 
many more are behind it. 

Amendment No. 11 will give Minneapolis 
the machinery to undertake its own rehabili­
tation. All citizens interested in a vital future 
for their city should vote for the amendment 
and then see that the housing authority be­
comes a ~nd, progressive institution around 
which th redevelopment o.f the whole com­
tnunity ce ters. · 

/ -
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This editorial should, for once and for all, answer 

the objections of those who are justly and vitally concerned about 

the effect ot Charter Amen~ment #11 upon private industry. 

In the time that remains, I should like to analyze for 

you some ot the objections to the amendment. The people want tact 

not fiction. The people want the truth not misrepresentation. 

ment would tell you that these projects are controlled by bureaucracy 

in Washington. The tact is the housing projects permitted under 

this amendment will be planned by the local government ageneiea, 

built by private contractors, with local ~bor which is paid xk• 
at prevailing wage rates. The projec~will be ·under supervision 

of a local housing authority of local citizens .. ~~ .. ----111111•• 

The housing projects will give shelter and housing 

to families of low income with a particular priority to veterans. 

For each new unit of housing provided in the project, a slum 

unit or one ot the 5,000 homes which have been described as ilunfit 

II 
for human habitation ............ t must be removed. 

down. 

The opposition would lead you to believe that housing 

under this amendment would be financed out of local taxes thereby 

greatly increasing your tax bill. The tact is the homes con-
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strueted under the terms of this amendment will be financed by 

loans made to the local housing authority by the federal govern-

ment. Such loans are fully repaid with interest over an extended 

period of time and are not obligations of the city-

a 
contemplated under this amendment is/self-liquidating program. 

The rents received. plus th~ grants by the federal government. 

pa~nda. There is n~ion on the part o£ the city• • 

All money which may be advanced by the municipality ia for planning 

or for land acquisition will be repaid by the federal government 
• 

and the housing authority 

The opposition nta the facta when it 

inerease your 

taxes because ot the tax exempti the housing units. 

The fact is. however. that theae~ projec s pay on the basia of a 

contract to the city a sum of money in excess of that which is )( 

now being collected from the slum areas which will be rebuilt and 

redeveloped under the terms of this amendment. 

I remind ~he opposition that the record of housing 

projects in the nation reveals that the grants ot money made by 

the project to the city is on the average from 1~ to 2 times as 

muoh aa was received from taxes from the area before the housing 

project was constructed. This is a matter of public record and 

the opposition well knows it. In other words. publie housing 
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projects pay their way to the city-- Housing projects are not tax 

exempt in the sense that they pay nothing to the community. 

Listen to what the Mayor of Gary, Indiana, •ays ~ ~ • • in his letter 

of October 17 • I quote from Mayor Joseph E. Finnerty of the pity 

ot Gary~ Indianaa "During the last two years the housing authority ( 

of Gary has paid to the city of Gary an amount equivalent to the 

total tax yield that they would normally pay on the current valua- / 

tion and tax rate. In other words, our public housing projects 

are not tax exempt institutions. They have paid their way. 

They have paid on the same basis as other real estate develop• 

ments in Gary." I quote further· from the sa.me letter. "It is 

my conclusion that rather than having additional costs or in-

oreaaed;n tax rates due to the assistance of public housing, the 

contrary has been true. The revenues of our city have been in-

creased because of public housing. My own experience here in 

Gary with our three housing projects provea to me that public 

housing, properly administered, for low income families~ is the 

answer to outrageous slum conditions in every aajor city in America." \ 

This letter is typical of hundreds that other mayors 

have placed on record. 

The Atanta, Ga., Constitution, the leading newspaper 

of that city, has this to saya "Public housing not merely reduces 

cost to city and county in police, tire, and health departments 

but it p:~ost twice as much hard cash into the treasury of 

the cityA governmen~ as did the miserable• disgraceful slums, so 

thi ~~~~~ T noisily defended on the basis of taxes. We hope s 1u . oL:a an ----
end to the opposition on this basis.• 
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The Louisville, Ky, Courie~Journal on March 31, 1946, 

had this to say: "Opponents of public housing have argued loud 

and long that from the•practical' viewpoint, low cost housing•s 

a waste ot public money since it deprived the municipalities of 

tax revenues. Louisville has been fortunate in having four housing 

projects to serve as guinea pigs tor the debaters. Citizens may 

now consider the argument in favor of slum clearance and public 

housing settled for once and for all. Not by the sight of green 

grass and ·flowers around neat blocks of houses that stand where 

tenements once sprawled; not by the figure computed by the oom-
~ 

munity '' •• c of a saving of &pproximately 168,000 in public health ~ 

and welfare expenditures for the areas.. These are but minor good 

points. The real clincher is that the housing projects now pay to 

the city $78,764 per year as against t40,591 that the property 

paid in taxes before it was developed into a housing project." 

The Newark, New Jersey, News of April 2 had this to saya 

"Low cost housing projeo~in Newark have proved a sound soci&l, 
there 

economic and community investment. rt is obvious that %~ is only 

one thing wrong with low cost housing projects. There are not 

enough of them.• 

The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin of July 10, 1944, 

reports that the Philadelphia housing program has saved 'the city 

thousands of dollars in expenses and has yielded twice the amount 

in its p&yments to the city as was collected in taxes before the 

'' new housing was constructed. 
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The record of public support for charter amendment 

#11 and its provisions is overwhelming. From every section of 

America, testimonials pour in as to the economic and social 

benefits to be derived from a wel~lanned housing and slum clear-

ance program. 

would lead us 

to believe tnat housing projects compete with legitimate private 

enterprises. The fact is, however, that low income housing as 

contemp·lated under this amendment, would be made available only J 

to the persons who could not possibly pay ~t to provide ~ 
a market for private buil:=r•·:?~~--=-~~:lllll .. i 

structed by our own private contractors. Private business will 

be doing th~ job. Free labor will be on the job. Minneapolis 

investors can invest in the project. 

Has this program wor~ed? Cleveland, Ohio, has seen 

fit to construct nine huge housing projects; Cincinnati, a well 

governed and conservative city has four of these projects. 

Toledo has six. Chicago has nine• Philadelphia. fourteen; 

Detroit, four; Omaha, Nebraska, twoJ Milwaukee. one; St. Louis, 

Missouri, four projects of 1300 units. Cities like Kansas City, 

Dallas, Texas, Denver, Co~orado, Seattle, Washington, Los Angeles 

and San Francisco, California, all of these cities have in opera-

tion a housing pregram whioh we, the people of Minneapolis, are 
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contemplating and asking for under the terms of the Charter 

Amendment ://=11. The same old opposition was at work: in ea.ch of 

the other cities, but these cities saw fit to move ahead and today, 

according to their own reports, they are immeasurably better ott, 

they are on the highroad of progress and reconstruction. 

These cities have learned that unless we are to clean 

up our slum areas, there will be more and more migration into the 

~untryt more and more homes being buil~: outside of the city, 

thereby taking property ott the city tax rolls. These cities now 

know that housing projects as authorized under Charter Amendment 

#11 proTide great savings in fire, police, health, and welfare 

service~. 
The slum areas of any city cost from eight to fifteen 

times as much as a decent housed area for the above-mentioned 

municipal services. Run down property, deteriorated houae1, 

blighted and 1lum areas, are the most expensive waste of public 

funds suffered by any community. 

There is one portion of the housing amendment which the 

opposition has seen fit to ignore and that portion is, by far, 

the most important. I refer to the neighborhood redevelopment 

or urban redevelopment features. It is here where the loca7itity 

goTernment may aid and assist the private builder and private 

i t · ~~ of private housing const~uction. Under nves or l.n a~ program 

the features of this portion of the amendment, the city can assist 

the priTate builder in cleaning out the slums, preparing the land 

for re-use, and turning it over to private investors and 
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for the purposes of private housing construction on a mass seale. 

This program has worked effectively in the city of New York where 

the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company has constructed literally 

thousands of rental units and at the same time cleaned up many 

acres of slum area, redeveloping it into modern, wholesome, housing 

projects. 

In conclusion, let me review the arguments in favor 

of Charter Amendment flle 

Fir~t of all, Minneapolis will be in a position, when 

this amendment is adopted, to receive subst~ntial help from the 

federal and state governments. This financial assistance cannot 

come to us unle~a legislation such as this is adopted. Already 

we have missed out on millions of dollars of assistance because 

of inadequate legislation. 

Second, municipal government costa in the slum and 

blighted areas will be cut down. Fire, police, health, and welfare 

services are expensive. Minneapolis, like other cities, paya from 

eight to fifteen times as much for these services in the blighted 

and run-down areas as we do in the better housed districts of our 

city. 

The taxpayers of this city pay for this extravagance. 

The home owners of Minneapolis pay dearly for the property of those 

who own it in the blighted areas and I. say again that the leaders 

of the opposition to this amendment own far too much of this slum 

area and oompell the citizens of this city to pay far too much to 

support it. 

Third, the record of every housing project in the nation 
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reve&la that these properties are not tax exempt in the sense that 

they pay little or nothing to the city. Housing projects as planned 

under Amendment #11 pay from li to 2 times as much on a national 

average to the cities in which they are located as was collected 

fr.om the areas by direct t&xes before the housing was constructed. 

Fourth. housing constructed under the terms of Charter 

.Amendment #11 will not. add 

taxes. These projects are 

to _~hl~!~f the city or to its 

not ~bl~ation of the city. They 

are self-liquidating enterprises. They are constructed with money 

obtained from. the federal government and by specific borrowing 

for housing purpoooa.tq&~~· 
Fifth1 the housing program outlined in the charter amend­

.- ;a 

ment is not one controlled by the federal government but is locally 

owned and managed, locally planned and financed. It is our own 

program. It is Minneapolis housing assisted by our government to -help our people. 

Sixth. Charter Amendment #11 has the overwhelming sup-

port of ev~ segment and section of our community. Business and 

labor. churohes and citizen groups. veterans organizations, city 

and county. support it. 

Seventh. any housing constructed under terms of this 
bP • 

amendment will give preference to veterans and their families. 

This is expressly stated within the terms of the amendment. Veterans 

housing is emphasized and the ei ty wi 11 be further empowered to 

aid in the solution of this tragic situation. 

Eighth. the occupants of the low cost. low income 
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housing projects will be limited on the basis of the income of 

the individual applying tor a rental unit. Periodioally. those 

who reside in the project will be re-examined on the basis of 

their income. As soon as they are oapable of paying rents tor 

• private housing. they must leave. These projecta are constructed 

tor those who are in need and who are veterans. 

Ninth. Charter Amendment #11 makea possible cooperation 

between the city and the private investor and builder. The 

neighborhood redevelopment features of the amendment will provide 

a great stimulus to extensive construction of housing on a wide 

scale basis. This will be construction by private enterprise. 

This will be construction of housing within the city of Minneapolis. 

This will mean additional property in our city that can pay its 

way and at the same time aid in the development and progress of 
. 

Minneapolis. 

Finally, if our state Legislature should at _long last 

see tit to pass a state housing ~w. such a law would supplement 

and strengthen our housing amendment. The action of our State 

Legislature in behalf of housing legislation will serve as a means 

to broaden the scope of this amendment and to strengthen it. Any 

limitations that may exist under the terms of the amendment can 

be adequately corrected and fortified by the action of our Legis-

lature. 

1/--
' 



The o,:::~ amencblent continues to talk about Sttllner 

Field hoaes,.as an exaaple or aisii8Jlagement in public housing. llow let's 

set the record straight -- Sumner Field homes were constructed under the 

terms or a work relief program. Suaner Field homes were one or the 

first public works projects iB this part or the country. . These housing 

units, however, took the place or ais erable, rotten slUJBS, and have 

provided wholes0ae housing for hundreds or our citizens. 

Sumner Field homes were liaited in the days before the war to persoDB 

or low incne. The ll&jority or its occ'Upll!lts were persons who were 

receiving work on W.P.A. projects. It is true that during and since the 

war, because or a dire housing shortage, the Sumner Field project bas 

permitted families or higher incoae to remain as occupants. I ask you, 

where else could they go? There isn't a ~ouse to be found in the 

' comnmity. However, the rents have been elevated, and the people are 

paying rents equal to those found in private dwellings. 

Let's get this st1&ight, however -- this project is not under the 

control or a municipal housing authority. It will be, however, if this 

amendllent passes. It will then be under the superviai~n or local author-

ities. 

This project does pay money to the city for aunicipal services, and 

it pays as auch as, or more, than was collected fro• the miserable houses 
.-c--+1.-t~ 

that were located ...et before these fine brick fireproof units were 

constructed. The opponents to this amendment know full well that they 
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