
May 5, 1947 - 5:45 P. M. 

CAMPAIGN SPEECH - W 0 0 0 

Every two years, under the terms of our State law and 

City Charter, the people are afforded an accounting of the 

stewardship of public office holders. This we refer to as 

our municipal election. On Monday, May 12, the people of 

this City will determine by their vote those persons whom 

they wish to be the final contestants for the General Elec­

tion to be held Monday, June 9, ~!hie is e~~ eleetion ~~eeees. 

We go te ~he ve~iag preeinetw We re~is~ex. We ask fox our 

ballot, and we aelec~ ;hose persons in whom we have con!~-

dance end t~ust, ~he deeiaiee· of oux people is final, and 

~~Y it ever be snJ ~hia ia what ye ~ Amexica call govern­

ment by the consent of the 'avernea. \ The free election~the 
' 

secret ballot, ~ the basic foundationlof our democratic 

liberties, We caaae~ tcke ;aie ree~ea~i~ili~y lightly• !he -

~ower of the yote is our aec~et weapon ia ear ~ageaeiag 

strugela fep a be;ter society. !hat ril~t aaa priYilege o£ 

casting a vote has beeeme ever mere ~~eeieaa ia taie pee~ 

I make this plea to you tonight, Take an active inter-

est in your local government. This is your City. Its destiny 

rests in your hands. It would be a singular tragedy if by 

our indifference we failed to have an overwhelming demonstra­

tion of civic participation by a big vote on election da~ 
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nsibility whieh ar beyond any 

desire. Public life e duty are 

same time obligations. 

resulted in 

a are to be our 

lie servants. This does not 

A militant and 

life 

as in no 

t upon the eapaeity of the 

ities, has found ttself to be the plaything of those who feel 

no sense of responsibility and those who are willing to use 

any and every means of gaining power. Too often have whispers 

and slander and personal insults overshadowed the real issues. 
--r7H1 o::t:f;-_ ~JP a & 

:Wee ef~·thereAhave been those who would "bear false witness 

against their neighbor" and against their opponent for the 

sake of momentary advantage.> ~~~~~~~~~-;~~~~~~~ 

~~U~~:::p:la.z.~~~~!t:l<~~.._,_) I u• •• pelt ~e kaew ~k-< I am not 

willing to be a party to ~~paign of rumors. falsehoods, or 

slander, nor shall I attack the eharaeter, personality or the 

family of those who are my opponents in this election. 

I ask you, as my friends--and now I speak especially to 

those of you who have pledged your support to me--to conduct 
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yourselves on a high level of intellectual honesty and de-

cency. We can have municipal elections without rancor and 

animosity. Men in public life can argue and debate the is­

sues without a sense of bitterness.~aie world of oura 1~ 

already too full of fear and hate. It is sick at heart and 

weak in spirit because of the selfishness and greed of men. 

Every election should be conducted in the spirit of peace on 

earth and good will towards men. 

I propose during this campaign to speak directly to you 

about our City government, about our community, about our ac-

complishments, and--yes--about our limitations. 

To be sure, I recognize that I have made mistakes. Like 

all others who have served in public life, I have been limited 

by my experience, my knowledge, and my associates. 

~­

~---=~~~~~-~~·~a~~~. ~ The only question is--does the 

balance sheet of ~ two years of being your Mayor add up to 

a better Minneapolis, to an awakened citizenry, and to a com­

munity which is moving ahead1" 
/ ~ 

In he minutes which I ~ to you 

1945. 

aspects 

y concerned. 

I~ edged ~ "'tcou two ~ars a~ 4. 

and Ijqu~ •)ihe~a r•,;o~c,;c~d, and 
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Since becoming 

honest and free 

standing of our 
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radio and pres , I have attempted to bring to your tent ion 

the programs 

face. 

and the cb.all 

~~~ .. ~1 maintained 

officials o cities. 

in the wor of the League of Minnesota Muni ipalities 

advantages 

Care Center program, 

of Mayors, long with the 

Minneapoli 

a national 

esults for our 

a position 

ashington have 

e have been able 

I refer spe­

of the Child 

vention in Washingto • I am sure you 

our personal inter­

recall that because 
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of direct appeals to the 

Navy we were able to btain an emergencY. for he care 

of our polio pat nts. ember that 

because of d ect we were able 

to speed p the demolitio Gopher rdnance Works. This 

to et them because ve went di-

rectly ity. Many other examples are 

where close with federal authorities has been 

to Minneap 

I have often said that the development of Minneapolis 

could not, and did not, rest upo~ the shoulders of any one 

person in It has been my policy to recruit 

capable 

business, labor, fraternal and veterans organizations have 

been brought into the official life of our government by 

serving upon important Mayor's Committees. When men and women 

come face to face with a problem, they are better able to un-

derstand some of the perplexities and difficulties which con-

front a growing municipality. . fl We have .·~had a type of on- the-,, 
job-training in community action. These various Mayor's Com-

mittees are composed of citizens whose competence and interest 

in the particular fields have been recognized and demonstrated. 

They meet regularly to discuss and analyze the specific prob-

lema assigned to them, and each is evolving a program which 

ultimately will become the basis, or has become the basis, for 

official governmental action. 
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unity 

our 

The accomplishments of these citizens' groups have been 

manifold. The Mayor's Council on Human Relations successfully 

sponsored a fair employment practices ordinance and the commun­

ity self-survey. The Smoke Prevention Committee has instituted 

a program of smoke prevention and control, and was instrumental 

in securing the appointment of a qualified smoke inspector. 

The Mayor's Health Advisory Committee has provided the infor­

mation and the program for the improvement of our public health 

services, our civil service standards for public health per­

sonnel, and constantly assisted the City Health Department in 

its extensive projects, such as the Community Chest X-Ray Survey. 

The Mayor's Tax and Finance Commission, through the cooperation 

of hundreds of our business people and labor organizations, 

has sponsored a complete administrative and finance study of 

our City government. The Mayor's Youth Welfare Committee has 

assisted in promoting a closer coo peration between the juvenile 

Bureau of the Police Department and the Community Social Agencies. 

The Emergency Housing Committee gave early leadership in the 

:~:::::~·· 
The record is filled with accomplishments, ~~t e~en me:e '• _ 

p~a;a.t is th1 ir+ 1 mete kz:aovledge th•t hnudre•h o:f oai ei,lzo4s 
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outstanding achievement is in the 

field of law enforcement. Two splendid superintendents of 

police--Ed Ryan and Glen MacLean--have given honest, efficient 

and courageous law enforcement to Minneapolis. Every respon-

sible citizen in this community knows, and may I say even 

those in other parts of the State recognize, that organized 

crime and vice have been broken in Minneapolis. The Police 

Department has been revitalized. Admi n istrative reforms of 

far-reaching importance have been made. A modern system of 

records has been installei. Police training is a part of our 

regular routine. This outstanding record of law enforcement 

has been achieved despite a lack of personnel and a lower per 

capita cost for police service. No amount of half truths, no 

amount of shouting or distortion of fact can alter the record 

of achievement and accomplishment.~ 

These past two years have witnessed aRrengthening of our 

financial position. Hospital costs are now being financed on 

a current basis. Pension funds which were facing deficits and 

insolvency in 1945 now are in the black and have reserves. Ad-

ditional revenues have been provided for expanded library, park 

and recreational programs. Our municipal debt has been reduced 

as of July 1, 1945, from $83 ,029,508 to $53, 430,908 as of April 

1, 1947. This is approximately & $10,000,000 reduction in debt 

in less than two yearsl Interest payments are down. Our bonds 

are all within a ten year limit. We have beg8n to reverse the 
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long established dangerous policy of continued deficit financ-

ing 1 and have moved along the lines of pay-as-you-go and at 

the same time made definite strides in a sound debt retirement 

program. Our accomplishments in the Legislature of this year 

are of singular importance. We will be able to meet our obli-

gat1ons. e4 ea!lsead u:pe:aa&ti'• There will be no deficit/1e c•w 

nn.,.•ets:~ expuue eu"n• dupit:a tlu il'eme!!4o11B :r:!:ee ia oeats =ef 

matepiala, ael'vieaa, a~~ labor, all of which the S1~, of Min-

.n.eapo;~s mae~ puxuhasa, as duue 

In this recent legislative 

any ather b\laiaeas instif.11Uon • 
()..AD-

session tlu 'H*J of U1nnwa;polh 

presented a comprehensive, over.;.all finance program.)~ 

~l@:!!bi~~ 

~~~ft~~ 
~It was a program planned in conjunction with the other 

municipalities of the State. It can never be said that Minnea-

polis vae without a program. We had one. We fought for it. 

We outlined it, and in part we achieved it. 
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committee 

adminie-

t 

used f 

I d 

our 

city, so 

------------------------~--------------r_e_s_id_e_n_t_1_·a ____ r_e_a_s;:>I consistently 
presented the need of comprehensive housing legislation and urged upon 

the Governor and the Legislature from 1945 to 1947 the passage of such 

legislation. This program is now the law of the state~It was from 

the Mayor's Office in Minneapolis that the first request for antl-

eviction legislation came. This was passed by the Legislature. As 

a member of the Planning Commission I recommended and urged passage 

of legislation which would afford the city an opportunity to enter into 

the construction and the financing of municipal parking lots. This 

legislation was adopted. A program for the modernization and expansion 

of our General Hospital is under way. Planning funds from the federal 

government have been obtained. Likewise action has been taken to insure 

the planning and ultimate construction of a public safety building and 

a new public library. 

These are not dreams. These are matters of record and accomplish-

ment. 

After some fifty years of rankling over the grade separation 

projects, the year 1947 saw the realization of a program and a plan 

which was acceptable to all parties. The grade spearation program is 

I 
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now in the Engineer's hands. The designs and drawings are being maie, 

and as soon as materials are available, construction will be under way. 

One of our municipal hospitals, the Parkview Sanitarium, 

under an arrangement with a private non-profit ~ corporation, is 

now being operated as a convalescent and chronic hospital for persons 

of old age. This accomplishment will save the City of Minneapolis, 

during the next ten years, not less than $2,000,000. This is not a 

promise. This is ..- a matter of record--an accomplishment. ----Minneapolis, like every other major city, has been faced 

with a tremendous and critical problem of housing. This is a nation-

wide situation. I know of no single activity to which we have given 

more time more thought, and more mrk. 

~irst act as Mayor was to call a conference of architects, 

engineers, contractors, veterans, l abor representatives, and %» others 

to design a program to meet the housing emergency. This group formed 

itself into a committee. It met regularly. It examined and surveyed 

every possibility to utilize existing housing to full capacity, and 

to obtain temporary housing wherever it could be found. At one time, 

the Mayor's office had over 8,000 applications for housing. 

With a sense of humility, I point to our accomplishments. 

A traiJe r camp of over one hundred units was established, and has been 

fully occupied, giving shelter to over 600 persons. Every trailer 

is occupied by a veteran, his wife, and one or more children. Every 

precaution was taken in terms of health and sanitation. Playground 

space is provided. Recreational rooms for adults were established. 

In addition to the program o~ obtaining temporary units, 
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an all-out "Shelter-A-Vet" campaign was conducted with the cooperation 

of business, press and radio to obtain spare rooms and any other 

available living space. This resulted in the opening of approximately 

1,500 housing units to veterans and their families. Churches were called 

upon to make house-to-house solicitations for unused space. Women's 

clubs were organized into an over-all city committee and staged a 

"House a Hero" campaign. This endeavor yielded living quarters for 

over 800 veterans and their families. 

Everyweek through the radio and the press I have appealed 

for housing space. The Minneapolis Housing Bureau has handled thousands 

of requests and found living quarters for 6, 217 veterans and their 

families. 

As a part of our emergency housing program, I appealed to 

the City Council to declare a housing emergenc~ and to empower the 

Board of Public Welfare to act. $150,000 of funds were provided. 

The Motley School was converted into apartments. The Stowe School was 

likewise remodeled. Application was made for temporary housing units 

from the federal government. Today approximately ~ families are being 

housed in quonset huts under this program. An average of 35 new homes 

P.er week ar"/;eing completed. /o ~ (»..-(... ~~~ ~~~~~ ~ ys confronted with shortage of critical mate ials, direct 

appeals were made to Washington and Qther cities. EVery available 
~iA~ 

means at our disposal has beenAused to speed up the housing program.~~ 
many times I have been heartsick over the 

ted in this community because of the 

housing shortage. While much 
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As Mayor of this City, I have appealed to our City Charter 

Commission on three successive occasions to place before our people 

a revised Charter 'Which vould strengthen our municipal government. 
a~~ 

That program is under way. I* i a defiln!tte nui:-. 'Will be before the 

people in a special election this fall. 

Following the polio epidemic, in cooperation with the University 

of Minnesota Medical staff and the National Foundation for Infantile 

Paralysis, we formulated an organization known asthe Minnesota Polio 

Research Commission. The program of this Commission, wmich was worked 

out in the Mayor• s Office, resulted in an extensive grant of money to 

the University Medical School for polio research. 

As your Mayor I have worked towards better relationships 

between management and labor in Minneapolis . Our record since V -J 

Day has been an enviable one. It has been marred only by the occurrence 

of the nationwide dispute between the Telephone Company and its employees. 

We have had a minimum of violence, a minimum of property destruction, 

a minimum of labor- management strife. Nor have I as Mayor sidestepped 

the issue in these economic disputes. I have actively participated 

in the settlement of a dozen or more major labor disputes~I~~~--

to su as the 

ospital 

Company the 

millworkers, and several other less significant cases. Qn each instance 

it has been my privilege to receive letters of comnendation from both 

labor and management. 

J 
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I have brought these items of record to your attention be -

cause in our busy lives we often forget that which has transpired. 

These are not my accomplishments alone. We have ~rked together in 

all of these matters. It has been with your help and your under­

standing that Minneapolis has boldly faced its problems and has 

planned for tomorrow. Minneapolis can, and will, move on to a greater 

future. We will continue our program of law enforcement and observance. 

We will move ahead with our industrial expansion and community rede 

velopment. We will meet our problems of housing, of public health~ 

We will improve our parks, libraries and educational facilities, and, 

even more important, together we will revitalize our municipal govern­

ment. All of these plans and programs now under way and in stages of 

fulfillment will provide a wholesome and healthy environment for the 

people of our City. 

******* 



RADIO SPEECH OF MAYOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
TO BE DELIVERED OVER STATION •aJB ON MAY 
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Well, good morning ladies and gentlemen. I know that the 

women. folks are busy right now preparing lunch for their husbands 

and families. It will be just a few moment• when your children 

will be coming home from school. That's the way it is out at 

our house, because at twelve o'clock Nancy comes back from 

Tuttle School and Skipper and Bobby are already in their chairs 

at the table with eager appetites and ever moving hands• ~ 

ett.tng fur Ll 1 f;ol 1e ~e placed on the ta";)!!iJ. I'll make a con-

fession to you. I really miss not being able to be with them at 

noontime. In fact, I 1 m with them so little that there is a feel­

ing of lonesomeness in my heart a good deal of the time. The de-

mands upon my time as Mayor have necessitated my being away from 

our family practically every evening, and, of course, all during 

the day. 

But we do have our"get togethersn out at our house. You 

should be around there early in the morning. I can assure you 

that there is a genuine roar of activity. There is always the 

argument between Skipper and Bobby as to ~ who will bring me 

the morning paper. Then, of course, there are those inevitable 

arguments about breakfast food and the latest prize to be offer-

ed. I imagine that you have been saving box tops too for the -
atomic ring or the cowboy set, or some of the other gadgets 

which are offered by the breakfast food companies. 

My on 1 y c om plaint s:a!l, iiiii=:::::==-iii:ill!!!!£l!t:I!:::::II:I?!:SiiEI'i:lrt: i s that when the 11 ox 

tops are sent in, it seems to take so long for the prize to ar­

rive. Every morning our children stand guard at the mail box 
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and quickly go through the mail looking for that precious gift 

which required ten cents and three box tops--all of which adds 

up to make a happy home life, and, believe me, that is pretty 

important these daysl 

~I want to make another confession to you. Just after I 
became your Mayor in July, 1945, it became perfectly obvious 

that Mrs. Humphrey and I were to be constantly attending meet-

ings and banquets--that there just wouldn't be anyone around to 

bring up the family--so we arrived at an agreement, and we have 
adhered to it very carefully. It seemed that one member of the 

Humphrey family being out with the public should fill the bill, 

and that mother would be performing the greatest service 

to this community and to our family by Being a good mother 
in the home. 

Well, 

that's the way we have tried to work things out in our house-

hold. I do the speaking, take care of my job as Mayor, and Muriel, 
my wife, devotes the major portion of her time to our little home 

at 890 - 19th Avenue Southeast~fta she has ~eea ~eiag a weaiepfQl 
Jo• ia ea•irg fe~ e~~ Q~iltieft afti tAe aeme. Of course, she goes 
t~nquets with me-. -" we a~f/:::;;a:;i::,"f1::"nights a 

week that we can be together. I can frankly tell you--and I am 
not proud of it--that it is an unusual occasion if once during _ 
the month I can have dinner with my family• ~-rhose dinners 
are really good after you have been attending the up town banquets 
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night after night, and noon after noon.~ 
l:ea uilaJ n, .rs is just a normal family. We belong to the 

~ 
PTA~ Mrs. Humphrey is in the Mother Singers, we attend ·~·· 
~2!~~~~~~1 Church and the children are regularly at Sunday 

School:,) I interested in the Boy 

m 

after 9:30 

talking 

I 

m and the finest tonic for 

I have talked about all of this because I wanted you to 

have just a brief glimpse into our household. There is much 

more I could say, but if you will just look around in your home, 

you will find it to be very similar to ours. ~ .. ~~~~~~~~ 

Now I want to take you from the home to the office--and 

I mean your office, because the Mayor's of fice at 127 City Hall 

belongs to the people of Minneapolis. Many of you have been in 

the Mayor's office, and I supp ose many of you have tried to see 

the Mayor and found ~I was in a meeting, a,;conference, or was 

out. That often bothers me because I like to see people, and I 

want very much to better know our people in Minneapolis. I found 

out, however, that it is literally impossible to see everyone 

who calls for an appointment or drops in just to say "hello." 

I manage to keep about 25 to 30 a ppointments per day, 

which, of course, includes several Board and Commission meetings. 
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Folks around the Court House tell me that the Mayor's Office 

these days is a beehive of activity--yes, many of them have told 

me . they have never seen anything like it in the meny years they 

have been here. The doors open at 8:30 in the morning, and sel-

dom close before ten or eleven at night. There is hardly an 

evening that passes by but what I stop in on my way home, check 

the mail and get things set for the next morning. We keep open 

Saturdays until noon, and then I use the afternoon for study and 

appointments. ~~ere Just has to be eeme time available fox con-

centrated study and thought, a~Q. geaepaJ.ly the Saturd:aov afterno6ils 

~royide it~ Sunday, of course, we try to keep as our day at 

home, but I have always had a Sunday afternoon or evening broad-

cast--I trust that some of you have listened to it--giving a re-

port of the past week's activities. Thea there are always one 

or two important gatherings Sunday afternoon or evening to which 

Mrs. Humphrey and I are invited and would like to attendJ ~ 

casiona11y 1 will elip ~awn to the office Su~Q.ay afterftoOft just 

to.- do a little reading. I am saPe yoQ have found out that So:nda.--y 

afternoons at home are not conducive te roa~ing, It is either a 

na~ !;;~ ~;;;:!':i'=!';"~3J on wm the children, ~of 
which a.re highly enjoyable, but occas1onallov col'l:fliet uith some 

woxk which must be done. 

Along with the regular work at the Mayor's Office there 

are innumerable civic activities in which we have a part. I am 

sure you remember our splendid Yictory Clothing Drive, the Min-

neapolis Emergency Food Collection, the Veterans• Rehabilitation 

and Re-employment projects, City Charter meetings, ~ublic Health 
and 

conferences,/Tax and Finance sessions. These, and a host of 

others, are part of our regular schedule. {Afta, l:ly the way, when 
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I mention the food the clothing drive, it is heart-

at those two programs produced remar 

lected over three million 

a million, and we 

plus thousands were sent 

o people in I owe a great 

on our · committees. 

office. 

ties and requests indi-

of 

being Mayor. know 

stand m ny, many more good people than there are 

and indiffere~ 
:Being May of Minneapolis gives you a sense of confidence 

in the future f this community because I can 

I have never. called upon a citizen to help me be-

half of t e City, but what he or Possibly that 

is why e have had so many and why they have done such 

a gr t job. t h ey are a part of things and 

th leadership is one's ability to obtain 

ssistance from those who are desirous of working in 

Now, just a few more quick glances 

the Ma yor's Office. There are five in and 

out, and they are constantl There is staff of three 

sistant, along with 

I have also en able to obtain the aid 

of a young friend of mine who is a World War II veteran from the 
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Be has done this far our Oity ouP veterans an& he has ueen a 

spark plug in anr civic services. 

As Mayor, I am required to serve on ~ Boards and 

Commissions, and, believe me, this keeps you jumping:f~sometimes 

two :Boards will meet at the aame Jael!:r on the same day in d11'1'ef"ent 

places, and that is Bo easy task if yoa inten~ te ~e en time at 

both places. 0~1' I have to miss one, or share the time be-

tween the t~o. -~e work of the Boarae a&a Cemmissiona ia nave~ 

d o:c.e, anci I have felt taat ae UayeP I ekeala a~ t as a e e erainat brg 

in~eaG&. Frequently I have brought to the attention of the 

Boards and Commissions important community problems. 

It is to the Mayor's Office that hundreds of letters come. 

In fa••. ~ur mail averages over one hundred letters a day, and 

in some of these letters I receive justifiable complaints and 

many commendable suggestions. Each letter is answered--we have 

prided ourselves on that--and proper referral is made to the ap-

proptiate City Council Committee, Alderman, Board, or Commission. 

We lcaep a chec;'k Pile wu Uuu ••taee·h a; tl:Lat 111 1a1: lfelle·..r ltp. 

~As a member of the Planning Commission, · I suggested the necessity 

of rezoning our City in order that we could properly chart our 

future development. This is being carried out. I also brought 

to the attention of the Planning Commission the necessity of new 

legislation so that we could construct large municipal parking 

lots to relivve the parking problem and traffic congestion. We 
...--

have worked tirelessly GA Uta~ 9emm1ssiu:n MJ. behalf of the grade 
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separation program and our over-all City post-war planning. ~ 

~eally enjoy serviag as a mem~e~ ef tae Plaaaiag 9emmieeiea, 

&tt~ PaPk ieaPa has always QaPPiea eat a fine pxogxam far 

;be peeple ef Ula:aeapu::t=t's. To the Park :Board I have referred 

such items as expan4ed music and community sing programs, the de-

velopment of a• .. •*ka*•-* an outdoor civic theatre, playground 

facilities for veterans and their families in the emergency 

housing areas, and a host of other suggestions. 

As a member of t~e :Board of Estimate and Taxation, I have 

been vitally concerned with our City finances. I have insisted 
~ r~ -n.J.-~~~­that we set aside money to pay our debts an~ ~~~~~_.~~• 

9efe~e, we have been able to reduce our municipal debt by ten 

million dollars these past two yearse ana lla're 'beeu aole to pro-

~ide the aeeessa13 moues bo eeatinue the opexation of our munlet-

J,la.l s e rv::l c 8 e. 

»y main responsloillty nn a Foer4 er ~ea=1sa1·n !a ia 

the Boa'£~f~~~irman of the :Board of 

Public elfare, aai as BQoh aovo ·=~ 41reot1ea of ltw aetivlti~. 

We have been making real progress in our City Health Department, 

which is part of the felfare :Board's program. The present Com-

munity Chest X-Ray Survey is being carried out under the leader-

ship of the City Health Department. Last summer our Health De­

partment and Hospital -~ t~~ responsibilities in 

the polio epidemicp ~ hey performed their obligations in a 

most commendable ma,nner. Never has a City been called upon to 

meet such an emergency and to have done it so welll Hundreds of 

groups cooperated and we were abl e to provide hospitalization and 

treatment for over 1500 patients. The :Board of Public Welfare 

has given its attention to the~of our City Hospital 
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and its expansion. This program is ready. We are only waiting 

for =st. taJu el!A construction costs to come down to a reasonable 

figure. This same ~oard has had the responsibility for the 

emergency veterans' housing program. That within itself has been 

a task of great proportions. 

The City's official business requires constant meeting 

with the members of the City Council and the ~oards. Numerous 

papers and documents of an official nature are ever present re­

quiring examination and signature. Then, of course, there are 

the conferences with business and civic leaders. We have co­

operated closely with business and labor organizations in their 

worthwhile programs. This may be appropriately described as the 

public relations function of the Mayor's office--or bringing the 

City government and the citizens• group in closer relationshipD 

tlrere'by affording !.Le pssple an nnderstandjr§ ef tl!e ;jPcblems .. 

waieh eonfiont theiP geyer~ment • . 

I am sure that you know since becoming your Mayor I have 

appeared before hundreds of groups and organizations, discussing 

the important problems of Minneapolis government. I am c onvinced 

that this type of honest and free discussion is worth while. What 

we need in Minneapolis is a reawakening of the citizens. A 

government is only as active as its people. It has been my hope 

and j aim to arouse a public interest in the many problems which 

confront us so that we could mobilize for action. If I can justly 

claim credit for any achievement of these past two years, I think 

it can be fairly said that the people of Minneapolis have heard 

more about their government, and come in closer touch with it 

than ever before. 

We have fearlessly examined every department--and every 
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activity. That was the real purpose I had in mind when I appoint-

ed the Mayor's Tax and Finance Commission • 

...aJ.yeu a !l'e e h<f'fld. 

business, labeP and 

J,.ty to give the City goyer:r:rment ef lUftfteapelis a critical and 

... canst:rr-astive examin.atien, an.d n, t l' 2a ex"m1AI't1111: to make 

"1-.inal recommendation.s for improvement. !ilv"a litaa fJwwa a;ne. 
- i,,L,,, , s .. 

..o.a-tslde expert aseistanee 'as bpeugbt '~trw As yesterday's editorial 

in the Minneapolis Daily Times stated, and I quote - "Minneapolis 

~ 11 do well to give careful consideration to the summary report 

of the Public Administration Service which was made yesterday 

t~ the Mayor's Tax and Finance Commission. This report represents 

certain conclusions l-thich are based on the survey which the Mayor 1 s 

Tax and Finance Commission has been conducting in Minneapolis. 

Its value lies chiefly in the expert and impartial background of 

the survey makers. The Public Administration Service is a Chicago 

organization with no axes to grind--no fences to build in Minnea-

polis. For eight months it has been studying the operation of 

our City government and has conscientiously tried to evaluate 

its points of strength and weakness." - end of quote. 

Hiftneapo11s is a growing eemmun1ty. We can not continue 

jo moye forwapd if we ign.oP& some of the basic p:rr-obJems of man~ 

eAmin1zt,at1~n. Out of these reports and recommendations --.. 

•f ilb Ma~·=•'s ;,,.. ani ::B'1nanee Cnm"'1Daten will come the 'iaiY 

~ the informationa~ for strengthening our municipal 

governmenJi...and !GI fun~aiiiUZltA] t:l!ae!.ez zeu1;1on• We mush have 

the courage to face the facts and to make whatever improvements 

~-are nacsa•a•y• 

Recognizing the necessity of demonstrating our hospitality 



-10-

as a community, and appealing for a common understanding of our 

mutual problems, I have attempted as your Mayor, whenever pos­

sible, without sacrifice to my duties at home, to appear before 

audiences throughout the State and to speak oefore convention 

groups on the broader issues of the interrelationship between our 

City an~other communities of our State , and nation. In this 

manner we have been able to combat and refute the idle rumors 

and gossip which all too often have been used against our beautiful 

City in other areas of the State. Today we can stand before any 

group and honestly say that X~nneapolis has a cleaner record in 

law enforcement than any major City in the nation. We can honest­

ly say to our friends and neighbors in other areas of the State 

that Minneapolis offers ~e '&e1» aliilQPaR a wholesome environment 

for family life and economic opportunity. It has given ••••k•x 

me a real sense of pride to be able to tell our story of our parks 

and playgrounds, our schools, our public health facilities, our 

museums and art galleries, our beautiful symphony orchestra, and 

our many other civic institutions. It is with even greater pride 

that I can stand before any audience and honestly say that Min­

neapolis is making a determined effort to improve its government 

and to meet its own problems
0

:beoe:tuu tLat is e;z:aetly ·;ha.t we 

~po d Ping !.o,iay. 

Close relationships have been maintained with officials of 

other cities. We have actively participated in the work of the 

League of Minnesota Municipalities, the u. s. Conference of Mayors 

and the American Municipal Association. Minneapolis is now repre­

sented on the executive boards of these organizations. We are in 

a position today to help determine policy on a national level. 

Our contacts with government offices in Washington have been of 
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Wt~~,~~·u · l/.'e. 
great benefit to the City.~ I was able to secur~ extension of · J 

our Child Care Center programs. I am sure you will recall that 

because of direct appeals to the President, and the Secretary of 

~he Navy, we were able to obtain an emer~ency hospital for the 

care of our polio patients. Through direct contact with the . 

Secretary of War we were able to speed up the di~mantling of 

the Gopher Ordnance Works, th~reby obtaining critical building 

materials which were so necessary for our housing program. 

These are but a few ·examples of what I mean when we say 

that we have worked closely with other agencies of government. 

It has been my policy to recruit aid from some of our 

prominent citizens• Civic leaders · i n business, labor, veteran 

aJJ.,;.f~raternal organizations _._ have been brought into the official 

~of our government by serving upon important citizens' or 

Mayor's Committees. Hours of time and service have been willingly 

given b~c minded personsj e;g,.. saeh oommitltees aS the •'ltJ'O"I "'"s 

the Mayor's Health ~dvisory 

Committee, the Tax and Fina_n-ee Cc0mmissi.on, .the Mayor's Council 

on Human ~elations, the Citizens' ~r~ic and Parking Committee, 

the Mayor's Youth Welfare Committee, the Emergency Housing Com-

mittee, and others of a more temporary ane emergency nature. 

1:-e e, I ~aye appoint&~ many eommi~~eee; ~eeguse I believed that 
> 
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~ 'bhe selection of th,'member~. Such civic leaders as Rev. 

Reuben Youngdahl, Dr. Roy Blakey, Professor R. E. Summers, Donald 

R. McReavy, Mrs. David Shearer, Miss Katherine J. Densford, Mrs. 

John C. Benson, Dr. Gaylord Anderson, Angus H. Taylor, Dr. E. J. 

Heunekens, Roy W. Wier, James T. Wardlaw, Bradley L. Morison, 

Judge Edward F. Waite, Henry Rutledge, Patrick Carr, Stanley Hawks, 

A. "lhittier Day, ~~~--~~~_. ...... ._ .. ._._, Willard Esau, Mrs. 

Irvine Mc~uarrie, Arnulf Ueland, Arthur Upgren, David Winton, 

Gottfrid Lindsten, Hubert Kennedy, and a host of others of equal 

prominence are giving their time and effort freely without com-

pensation to make Minneapolis a better community. 

I~ is gnderataaia'ile that dnr1R~ a eam15ai~!1 bhat the opw:l 

My opponents have 

criticized my family. They have criticized my office associates. 

They have criticized my administration. They have indulged in 

campaign propaganda which borders on libel and slander. They have 

spread ugly rumors and deliberate falsehoods. -~is I can take! 

do-no thin 

(~ but when the opposition attacks the members of the Mayor's .......... 
Committees--men and women of outstanding character and standing 

in this community--th~t I say is not only unfair, it is not only 
~.A.o~~~~~-

cheap politics7t it is an insult to the integri~ and the ability 

of these public spirited people~~~~~ { 

I make this request of you--take an active interest in 



• 
-13-

your local government. This is your QQilllla\liA.1ty 

in wb1QQ f 2 Jl uill yea• t§4f I only be as 

good and as wholesome as we, the citizens, wish to make it. Our 

City's destiny rests in our hands. It would be a singular 

tragedy if by our indifference we fail to have an overwhelming 
~~, ...... 

big vote on election day/ All too often our municipal elections 

have resulted in a minority of our people selecting those who are 

to be our public servants. This is not majority rule. This does 

not give us an expression of the public will. ~ua eaa •eat ae-

~·red *ha1 ~aeee who Ate interested In gpec!A! pii•il•~· *hoaa , 

li.ho liye by illegal 'D +•rpri aae el!ul ille~i'iimate ee4iyi$iLea "ill _. 

their ower to 

o..ffice. Theoa aPe \ae pablie enemies wn1ch •e must meet And de- -
fep.t. Tboee are the people who- w!: :B : sp±esd: whispe!'e o.nd rumors 

f villification to 

There are those who are willing to use any and every means 

of gaining power. I tell you in all sincerity that this type of 

campaign sickens me. It is an insult to the intelligence of our 

people, and it is a degradation of all that we mean by democracy. 

I will not stoop to such methods • • r vill RQt o.tto.ek my Q~p9ai+1on 

--

.}y '-wao VU'ilil; ;ppmpre and slapde;p, ROiP liiAO.ll ;[ a•taak 1aa liUUi!OtUI, 

the persona~~tr the family of those who are my opponents. This 

world of ours is already too full of fear an~ate. It is sick at 

~ 
~~~and weak in spirit because of the power madness, the selfish-

ness and greed of men. It is necessary for the plain, ordinary, 

decent people of this city to stand up and fight for a continuance 

of our program of law enforcement. We must move ahead with our 



• 
- 14-

industrial expansion and community redevelopment. In this post 

war period we can not fail in our responsibilities to the veteran 

and to the families of those who have given so much for our coun­

try. We must meet our pnoblems of housing, of public health. 

We must work to gether to improve our cultural facilities of 

parks, libraries and schools. We must solemnly pledge to re­

vitalize our municipal government. We must have confidence and 

faith in each otherl 

• • • • • 



-
Good evenin& friends. ~mamorrow, Moniay, May 1 is an im-

portant day in the U•••mmjmm!lmllll li:te of every ei tizen. 
on We are privileged to exercise our right of the ballotJ~ Pri-

mary Election Day. It is at this time that ve will select those 
I 

persons whom we wish to see as the final ~tenders for public 

office in Minneapolis. This is importan;vbusiness, and particularly 

is this true when we realize that in sol many areas of the world 

free elections are no longer knovn,a,i'that where men and women 

do have the right of the ballot, it has come about only be«ause 

millions of men and women have been willing to lay down their 
I lives for freedom. j 

liiiiJilt•ildamaiUlmlliuo*nubJkme i hM'• to~-· dhottsa wttil 

~~~ /. 
) Political elections a e important. It is hamm in the 

I voting bqoth where we participate in .the formulation of public 
I 

I 
policy. Our vote is SY;~bolic of our interest in free institu­

; 

tiona. Our vote demodstrates our love for the principle of I 
government by the co£sent of the governed. We have taken much 

~;41 ~ . of this for g~ant~. • ~e to believe that 

the basic rights hich we so proudly possess ean never be lost 

or taken away f om us. The history of the modern world whould 

be ample proof of the fallacy of such an assumption. It is 

only when a eople is eternally vigilant and when they are ever 

a lert to t 'e issues of the day that democracy is preserved. Our 

vote is o r secret weapon. It is the strenghh of our way of life. 

T decision of our people is final, _and may it ever be so. 

Yes, the free election, the secret ballot, is the basic founda-

tion of our democratic liberties. 
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I make this plea to you tonight--take an active interest in 

your local government. This is your city. Its desti y rests in 

your hands, and it would be a singular tragedy if b our indif-

ference we fail to have an overwhelming demonstr civic 

participation by a big vote on election day. we go 

into that election booth, we are active ipants in govern-

ment, and those who receive accepted an obli-

gation and a responsibility that goes far beyond any private 

I •. will or desirt. Public life an~ublic great]~ but 

at the same time they impose 

All too often our municipal have resulted in a 

minority of our people who are to be our pbblic 

servants. This is not majority This does not give an 

expression of the public will. A mili.tant and informed electorate 

stitutions. 

In America in no other country, the success of 

government must the capacity of the individual citizen 

his own political affairs. We cannot 

afford the waste and extravagance of being indifferent to the 

social, political a d economic problems which face us. ammamm 

I recognize, local government in mma compar-

is on government is a small business. Neverthe-

our capacity for self-government in our own 

can expect honest and efficient admini~tra-

tion at the Isn't 4 pity that American politics, 

and particu politics, has often been found to be the 

plaything of those who feel no sense of responsibility and those 

who are willing to use any and every means of gaining powerl 
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It is about time that the people demand of th who hold public 

office and aspire to it that a code of ethics, of standards, 

be adhered to in the election process. We an have manicipal elec­

tions and national politics without i ecting idle rumor, rancor 

or animosit~. Men in public life an, and should, argue and de-

bate the issues without a sen of bitterness. This world of ours 

is alread~ - too full of and hate. It is sick at heart and 

weak in spirit becaus the selfishness and the power-madness 

of men. Every ele tion should be conducted in the spirit ~f 

and good will towards men." This philosoph~ is 

based upon concept of men of good will speaking and acting 

always viewing the public interest, and recognizing 

the anger of false leadership• 

Minneapolis is a city that has a great . ~ture. It has become 

known all over America as a community of fine homes, beautiful 

parks, and picturesque churches. We have every reason to be 

proud of our cit~. As a business and a commercial center, we 

are second to none in this Upper Midwest. As a canter of the arts, 

literature and science, we have gained an enviable reputation. 

Minneapolis has become one of the great medical centers of our 

nation. We have gained international fame because of our mmaam• 

care of polio patients and the accomplishments of our research 

laboratories. All of these things add up to a dramatic stor~ 

of a great cit~. $ammmm 

Our community, however, like others, is fa~ing an entire 

new set of circumstances. Sometimes we almost forget that 

World War 12 a changed this world and it has changed and affected 

Minneapolis just as it has every other cit~. The effects of this 
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change are noticeable in every home and every block and every Ward 

of our city. All we nee~ to see is the appalling situation which 

faces us in the housing of our returned veterans. This indicate s 

clearly enough what I mean when I say that we are confronted by 

almost overw~elming problems. Our city has grown from a large re-

tail maamam and wholesale center to an industrial area. Li,erally 

hundreds of new industries have sprung up during and since the war. 

A metropolitan area with great industries has within itself pro@lems 

of social relationship~ public healt~ e6ucation, recreation and 

leisure time activities that go far beyond that which we have 

ever known before. This is why we must take renewed interest in 

municipal affairs. This is why citizen participation in govern-

ment is of such fundamental importance. There must be a partner-

ship~etween government, business and labor. There must be a 

close understanding between all groups in our community. We must 

do everything within our power to m$dm learn the art of living 

together. Men and women of all races, creeds and nationalities 

must grow to respect one another. We must come to understand 

that our nation and our city are strong and prosperous primarily 

because we had practiced the principle of equal opportunity for 

all people. We threaten that prosperity, we destroy that unity 

only when, because of bigotry or intolerance, we set one group 

against another or fail to appreciate the contribution that every 
make 

group and individual can/and has made to the general welfare. 

Our Minneapolis is like a little United Nations. People 

of all nationalities,of all faiths, of different political par-

ties, of diverse occupations have blended themselves together 

into one great family. We have demonstrated our ability to work 
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together in such fine civic enterprises as civilian defense, the 

Red Cross, the Community Chest Drive, the Victory Clothing collec­

tions, the Emergency Food Collections, and a host of other activ­

ities. What a thrill it is to be a part of this great community' 

What an experience in democratic living we enjoy when we join 

forces for that which is good and - constructive. A hundred times 

over we have proven that if we want to do something, if we have 

made up our min4 , t6 : put across a program, there is no power that 

can stop us. It seems to me that somewhere I read where a great 

American said (quote) uwa have it within ourselves to make this 

world over again." (end of quote) You and I know th~t is a great 

challenge. I for one know, however, that before we can make the 

world all over again, before we can assure ourselves of inter­

national peace and good will, we must begin at home~ because it 

is here in our own city, on our own main street--on Hennepin and 

Nicollet Avenues--that we lay the groundwork and build the foun­

dations of a strong America. 

There are those today who are talking about a depression or 

a recession. There are those who view the future with fear and 

apprehension. People are constantly looking to Washington for 

help and guidance. We say it this way--pass •~••m a law for this 

or that, and we look to Congress ·or to the assembly of the United 

Nations for our security. I wonder how many of us have thought 

about the operation of our own municipal government. Isn't it 

quite obvious that if we here in Minneapolis cannot so govern 

ourselves as to produce the type of a program that will make a 

better city, that this within itself will have soma effect upon 
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the national pattern? It has always been my philosophy that we 

make our contribution to a better world and a better society by 

beginning at home. Such matters as juvenile delinquency ama 

cannot be solved in Washington. This is a problem which rests 

in each and every home i~ the city and in each and every agency 

and institution of our civic life. We will make better citizens 

by strengthening our own community, and by searching out the 

points of inf~ction and corruption in our own ~~ It is up to 

us here in Minneapolis to so strengthen our educational, recrea-

tional and social services that we provide a wholesome environ-

ment for every citizen. In ~his manner w' directly participate 

in building a better America. Problems of unemployment and labor 

management relationships are, of course, national in scope and 

importance, but if we here in Minneapolis can provide new jobs 

for willing workers, if we can work out a pattern of cooperation 

between labor and management, we will have made a direct contri-

bution to the national welfare. I think it is on l y fair to say 

that already we have gained ~ recognition all over the nation 

for the splendid record that we have been able to maintain in 

this post-war period of production and of peaceful relationships 

between our management and labor. There isn't a city in the na-

tion which has had a better record. We cannot be content, how-

ever--we must move along to even greater accomplishments. 

It has been a great honor and privilege to be Mayor of this 

city. Mrs. Humphrey and I shall be ever grateful to the people 

of Minneapolis for the trust you have placed in us and the honor 

which you have bestowed upon us. I have but one wish, and one 

desirew-to s serve all the people of this fine city to the best of 

my ability, \ to dedicate my time and my efforts to the enrichment 
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of the lives of all of our citizens. 

The government of the city of Minneapolis should serve all tae 

people and that means that it should serve labor as well as it 

serves business--it should serve the poor man just as well as the 

rich man. It has been with your help and your understanding that 

Minneapolis has faced its daily problems and has planned for to-

morrow. Minneapolis can and will move ~to a greater future. 

We will continue with our program of industrial expansion and 

community redevelo~ment. Together we will meet our problems of 

and 
housing,/of public health.aaam•~mma•m We will improve our parks, 

our libraries and educational facilities. Together we can and 

we will revitalize our municipal government. We must have faith 

in each other and trust and confidence in our ability to be 

masters of our own destiny. 



CAMPAIGN BrEECH - WCCO - JUNE 3, 1947 - 5:45 P.M. 
BY MAYOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

I imagine the dinner hour around your home is very much the way it 

is at ours. There is always a beehive of activity When Dad returns from work 

or ~en the members of the family come in from their respective jobs and 

children gather around for the evening meal. Unfortunately, because of the 

nature of my work as your Mayor, I have missed these evening dinners with my 

family. 1i•I~ .. E,~;~i~li!21*'~m~i~e~e~e~d~,~=~~ua~J~~F'~'~·£~+=t~_.,~,2!~=n~i-a .. Ebi~g~ .. cl~j~s~t•~~e 

the average home in our city this period just before six o'clock is one 

where you have a few moments to sit down, read the paper and~sibly to visit 

with your family for a while. 

I greatly appreciate your 'Willingness to give me 15 minutes of your 

time while I review for you some of the activities and programs of these past 

two years. 
WJlA a.hL.. 

I 2 nil •e YQlit al!t shareholders in our government. This campaign 

provides a means of reporting to the shareholders in our municipal corporation. 

Together we can total up the balance sheet of the past two years and plan our 

programs of improvement and development for the future. 

Yes, I say, let 1 s open up the books--let's look at the record. I 

became your Mayor on July 2, 1945. I found our city deep in debt. Every cash 

reserve with the exception of that earmarked for the upper harbor project was 

gone. Certain pension funds were in the red. Vast improvements were needed 

in our public buildings, our mechanical equipment and our municipal facilities. 

During the war years, municipal government like many private business establish-

ments went along without any expenditure for new structures or new equipment. 
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I look back upon that day of July 2 and I remember my first reactions 

tothe financial plight of our municipality. From 1940 to 1945 we had heavy 

payrolls in Minneapolis--wartime profits--but during that period the previous 

administrations had not attempted to pay off the debt or to build up reserves. 

We went along leaving the tax structure as it was and basically ignoring tre 

effect of the rising costs of materials and labor. You know what this means. 

W~ed our extra resources. W~loited that which we had. I found a city 

in 1945 that was coming into a period of inflation, ~th demand for additional 

services, and increased costs for materials and labor--a city without extra 

money, a city in debt to the tune of approximately 66 million dollars, a city 

that needed repairs and modernization in every branch of its government. 

No, this is not to compla~but you, as stockholders--as shareholders 

in this municipality, must know these things. ( Then what did we do? What was 

the program? 

First of all, I made it my business to call into the service of 

municipal government some of the outstanding civic leaders of our community. 

One program after another was mapped out. The Mayor's Tax and Finance Com-

mission set itself to the difficult job of studying our municipal finances. 

That program has been carried out and tod~ the final report was made at a 

special meeting. A~inance programwas developed for the Legislature. That 

program in part was accomplished. Deficits l'lhich were staring us in the face 

have been eliminated. Our city government has been on a "pay-as-you-go" 

basis. City equipment which was worn out during the war years has been 

replaced. New police cars, new city engineering equipment, repairs to our 

hospital and rnr workhouse, repairs to our streets and boulevards--all of these 

things which were left undone during the war years have been undertaken and 

are either completed or in the final stages of completion right now. 
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I think, however, that we should keep in mind that it isn1 t possible 

to rehabilitate and repair an entire city in a period of a few short months. 

Take for example our municipal debt. We have been accumulating that for a 

half a centur.y and it cannot be eradicated or eliminated over night. I am 

proud to say, however, we have reduced that debt by over 10 million dollars 

in two years. Then, to speak of taxes and finance, and in view of some of 

the ill-founded and unsubstantiated comments of ~ opposition, it is important 

to know that an analysis of our tax structure reveals only a 14% increase in 

city taxes for all purposes including schools since the early 1930•s. In the 

meantime, our county rate has increased 62% and our_ state property tax rate 

has increased 86%. 

Your municipal government has not been extravagant. To be quite 

frank with you, it just hasn't had the money to be extravagant or wasteful 

nor under our charter do we have the powers to obtain such money. I am proud 

to say that we have lived within those revenues and at the same time made a 

marked reduction in municipal debt. 

" 

tax money. 

made? 
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Municipal government is more than a tax-collecting agency. Your ~ity 

government is part of your family . It 1 s part of your business. It 1 s part of 

your life. Your city government gives you hundreds of direct and personal 

services. The streets you drive on, the parks and playgrounds you use for 

recreation, your schools, your libraries, the public health facilities all 

come out of your tax dollar through your city government. The protection of 

your property through bui~ding codes and zoning comes from your city govern­

ment. The protection of your property and personal safety is provided through 

your Fire and Police Departments. In case of an accident or a sudden health 

emergency, your city hospital stands ready to serve you. Yes, your city govern­

ment stands beside you as a partner. 

Our city government is so close to us, and we are so much a part of 

it, that it is clearly understandable why we generate so much heat and emotion 

during a municipal campaign. But, let's try to look at it objectively. Of 

course, laboring people are interested in city government. Of course, the 

trade unions are interested in who will serve as aldermen or as Mayor . So are 

the business people. So are those in the professions and so are our old people 

who depend upon government for aid and help in the twilight of their life. 

After all, why shouldn't people be concerned about government. 

Government in this country is the people's business and, believe me, if the 

people want good government, they had better take care of it. 6~== ~·•••nment 

tequhes that people ge to t'Ae 'ballet 'Qe;x ~ easb bheii vote. 

Elo u cnnneut vJ bhe eenuHi f Ute ee"te= sa is og,lzr 1 11 ssibl e \!! Effi 
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co~seBt eP PegisteF theiF protest. 

W:e:uing zeoiewea brjefly +he +ax a:Ad fi:ne.5ee eit.u.a.'6~~:q;~ _ 
~- aeee&Hi tsuek 8! CUI i€COHi '6e othe! lilliltliPB• ~ .J 

As your Mayor, I secured extension of t~e Federal Aid Program to 

our Child care Centers. I obtained payment from the Federal government of 
approximately $175,000 for materials requisitioned from the City of Minne­
apolis prior to the war. I sponsored in the Board of Public lrel!are con­
solidation of our public health and community health nurses, making it one 
integrated program, thereby providing better public health service to our 

people. As your Mayor, I helped to initiate and sponsor the present community 
chest x-ral survey. This program gives free chest x-rays to all Minneapolis 
citizens above fifteen years of age at no cost to the individual and no 

additional cost to the taxpayers of thas city. 

The re~orlfurther reveals that as your Mayor I sponsored the 
transfer of our Parkview Hospital to a non-profit medical corporation, thus 
providing a saving of not less than $150,000 per year to Minneapolis taxpayers. 

We all remember the serious polio epidemic. As your Mayor, I estab­
lished the Emergency Polio Committee and gave personal direction to the work 
of that committee. I called upon our Health ·Department and the Community 
Agencies to establish an Emergency Polio Center in order to coordinate all 
medical services in this city for polio treatment. Fort Snelling and Wold 
Chamberlain Naval Hospitals were given free of charge to Minneapolis because 
of my direct request to the President of the United States. The Minnesota 
Polio Research Commission was established, and today vast programs of research 
are being carried out at our University under the auspices of this Commission--
an organization which wa·s created and inaugurated in the Mayor's Office. 
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Extensive repairs have been made to · our municipal hospital. A 

complete survey of its facilities . has been made by the u.s. Public Health 

Service. Plans for a new and modernized hospital have been completed and 

a federal grant of over $90,000 has been obtained so that we could prepare 

these plans and specifications. Relief costs have been the lowest in the 

history of the city. These are but a few of the achievements in the field 

of public welfare and health. 

~ ~1 not dwell upon our record in law enforcement. You know itl 

Never in the history of this city, according to impartial observers, has 

Minneapolis had a finer program of law enforcement. The Police Department 

has been reorganized. New systems of accounting and records have been estab­

lished. Constant in-service police training is en integral part of our law 

enforcement activity. Every officer has been trained in first aid. Squad 

cars are equipped with fire extinguishers, first aid equipment, and other 

emergency materials. The outstanding record of our former Chief of Police, 

Ed Ryan, and our present Chief, Glenn MacLean, is a challenge to every law 

enforcement officer in the nation. 

In the field of human relations we can point ~th justifiable pride 

to our record. The Mayor's Council on Human Relations, under the chairmanship 

of Reverend Reuben Youngdahl, has done an outstanding job. A Fair Employment 

Practices Ordinance has been passed. l similar Commission has been established. 

An extensive community- self-survey, directed towards eliminating racial and 

religious intolerance, has been completed. 

In the field of youth welfare services, we have undertaken expansion 

of our park and recreational facilities. Our juvenile bureau of the Police 

Department has been strengthened. Our school patrol has been expanded. Specific 
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projects of community park development have been assigned to civic groups. 

At this very hour we are in the process of organizing a Minneapolis Youth 

Commission which will make an extensive inventory of every facility and every 

agency in this community at work in the field of youth welfare. This Youth 

Commission will likewise plan and formulate more extensive programs of youth 

welfare for the future. 

Others have spoken to you about our efforts in behalf of the veteran 

and his family. fAS your Mayor, I have deemed it a privilege to have actively 

participated in such programs as the reinstatement of G. I. Insurance, Veterans 

Re-employment and Rehabilitation Programs. I established a veterans' consultation 

service in the Mayor's Office, employing out of our meager expense funds a 

World War II veteran, experienced in veterans' re-employment and rehabilitation 

services. 

We have ceaselessly attacked the critical housing shortage. You know 

--and I know--that seldom a day has gone by but what some new effort has been 

made in behalf of veterans' housing by the Mayor's Office. I am proud to point 

to our record of accomplishment. Over 8,000 veterans and their families in 

Minneapolis have been housed under these emergency programs. I pledge with 

all my faith and honor a relentless drive to overcome this housing fficrtage 

and to give to our veterans the helping hand of this community as they seek 

to establish themselves and their families in Minneapolis. 

Time does not permit me to go into detail about our plans for a 

modern public library, a public safety building, and our efforts towards the 

fulfillment of our dream of a civic center, but I can tell you this--that we 
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are hard at work upon these projects and they offer us new challenges for the 

future. 

That persistent problem of fifty years standing--the grade separations, 

or as we commonly say, the grade "crossings" in south Minneapolis, has no"W been 

mastered. We are ready to go. Final plans and designs are being completed. 

Construction will be under way and that blight upon our community which has 

resisted all efforts of settlement for a half a century has no~ been conquered. 

The year 1948 will see work upon Cedar and Franklin grade ~Pssings and then 

we will move to the Washington Avenue viaduct. 

----- Friends, I submit to you that this is a record of hard work. This 

is performance. This is action--not reactionl But, we have just begun to 

fight. We have just begun to look forward. This city of ours is the metropolis 

of the Upper Midwest. It is a city of homes, of fine decent people, of alert 

and ingenious businessmen, and of competent and skilled workers. ~e will move 

ahead in making Minneapolis the "city beautiful." I offer you a call to action 

-a call to community service. The next two years will find us bending our 

.. efforts towards modernizing and strengthening our city government through charter 

revision and through the creation of a central Department of Finance and Budgeting 

to provide economy and efficiency of government operation. 

We will proceed with our public works and civic development to include 

completion of the modernization and expansion of our General Hospital, the 

creation of plan~eading to the construction of a new Public Safety Build~, 
and a modern central Library. We will move from plans on the engineers• drafting 

boards to construction in the streets on the grade separation program and the 

Washington Avenue viaduct. We will immediately utilize the new State legis­

lation which gives us the opportunity to promote projects leading to the solution 

of parking and traffic in our business district. We 'Wi..ll fundamentally attack 



• 

- 9-

our emergency and long-range housing program through the establishment of 

a Municipal Housing Authority--an authority with power to act in emergency 

veterans' housing, low-rent housing for low income groups, slum clearance 

and urban redevelopment. We will create a Municipal Youth Commission to 

coordinate and implement all youth welfare programs. We will carry out the 

recommendations of the Mayor's Tax and Finance Commission for municipal 

government reform. We 1liD, give unceasing effort to our programs of expansion 

and improvement of education, park and recreation facilities. We will dedicate 

our efforts, our resources, to continuing the progress in our programs of 

public health, human relations, law enfcreenient, and care for the dependent 

and the aged. We will establish a formalized program of labor-management 

relations, on a municipal level, 1tl ich will guarantee to Minneapolis 

industrial expansion and high economic productivity. 

This is our call to action1 Let no man delay us. Let no special 

group or vested interest stand in our way. The people of Minneapolis see a 

bright future. The dawn of a new day has come to us and we are hard at work 

in the sunlight of our strength. 



SPEECH BY MAYOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY ON WCCO ON JUNE 6, 1947 

In America today as in no other country the success of government must rest 

upon the ability of the individual citizen to understand and manage his ovfn 

political affairs. The challenge~of democratic living is one that imposes heavy 

responsibilities. Our politics and the manner in which we conduct ourselves in 

campaigns and in public office is of great importance to democratic government. 

Our way of life requires a sense of self-discipline and an everlasting crusade of 

seeking the truth. We believe in competition. However, our competitive system 

is surrounded by rules of order and fair play. The law of the jungle, the technique 

of the power hungry-these are foreign to our way of life. 

In my first radio address of May 5 I pledged to the people of this city that 

I would not resort to a campaign of slander, of rumor, or of untruth, nor would I 

attack the character, the personality or the background of my opponent. I rsspeet 

anddJa.racter of the opposition.. < Too often have whispers and s1ander and personal 

insults overshadowed the real issues;) roo otteR tb.ere b.a;ve 'beeH tfie~e l'fte fiOtil& 

I believe that we can 

have municipal elections without resorting to the tactics of the racketeer or the 

political boss. Men in public life can argue and debate the issues without a sense 

of bitterness. In this spirit I have tried to conduct my campaign upon a high 

level of intellectual honesty and decency. ~~~§~&~:~8~p~~~~~i~e~r~laa=as'!~&·=p~~~o~g~P~a~m~.;=~±S3i~~~e 
1.. 
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revieued my peee:Fd, and I have issued to the people of thii eity • ca11 to agt:ios 

-a ~H te I iii!il""" i !.;y set vi' u :J•n :SdMl! 6£ a !9\et e:n:a ee'&tiet Mhnreapeliso 

Tonight I must confess that my opposition has not seen fit to carry out this 

type of campaign. Their ads in the newspapers, the radio speeches, the campaign 
meetings, have clearly revealed a contempt for decency and fair play. They have 

resorted to the tactic of telling the 11Big Lie" and telling it over and over again 
in the hope that people will believe it. The theme of my opposition has been-­

"destroy Humphreyt'--"tear him dovm"2get things into the record that 'Will destroy ,, 
the confidence of the people in their Mayor. If I correctly interpret the wishes 

of our people, theyare sick and tired of cheap, slanderous, petty politics. The - -

American people are intelligent citizens that want to have an honest discussion 
of issues. Ibis au lrrsoll Lp tbeir i'ntelHgn:e ~i !Mlte & poi::tL1aal eanq:aigu a 

•• ,, " . ...... . :pol, • e gs1e1: cw ;: 

So let's be on with the campaign. Let's get out of the political gutter 

and move to the high ground of discussing issues and programs. 

My opposition has been acting very much like that story book character, Don 
Quixote-charging full steam ahead, striking in all directions in a frm tic and 

futile hope that they may hit upon an issue. 

The first charge of my opponent was that our law enforcement program was a 

myth-that it just didn1 t exist. Then cane along the truth, not only from the off:ic ial 
reports of the FBI, not only from our Hennepin County Sheriff Ed Ryan and the chair-
man of the Governor's Law Enforcement Committee, Mr. Bradshaw Mintener-but the 
newspaper editorials have made it crystal clear that the charges of my opponent 
are untrue and demonstrate either a gross ignorance of the situation or a willful 
distortion of the truth. Wednesday night of this week my opposition admitted in 

~+~ 1a ws were being enforced. .a. that issue is now disposed of. 
clear-cut terms that the 

The Mayor of this city has enforced the law. The people say so, the press says so, 
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the FBI says so, and even now my political opposition admits it. 

Having found out that th~~~~didn't work in their attack upon our 

law enforcement program, the opposition moved to .new fields. What was the next 

issue tJ I I 

1 !f so loudly proclaimed? ~d that we Wt.iled the veteran 

in the veterans housing program. That was strange talk to be coming from the 

opposition canp because the gentleman who made that speech is the very same person 

who, as a state senator and chairman of the Senate ~~ ~~~' ~ 
against provisions in the General Housing Bill ~ich ~ possible~ emergency 

veterans housing program-an article which would have relaxed building codes so 

that emergency veterans housing could be more readily provided, an article which 

would have asked the State of Minnesota to share with the municipalities the 

responsibility for emergency veterans housing. This was done despite the fact that 

when I appeared before the Senate Committee asking for this additional assistance, 

I was supported in my request by representatives of every veterans organization in 

the state, along With many civic and fraternal groups. My opposition knows this 

to be true, and the shameful spectacle of deliberate falsehood is not becoming to 

men who are in public office, or who aspire to it. 

Then what is the true record in veterans housing? My first act as Mayor was 

to call a conference of architects, engineers, contractors, labor representatives, 

and others to design a program to meet the housing emergency. This group formed 

itself into a conunittee. It met regularly. It examined azrl surveyed every possi­

bility to utilize existing housing to full capacity, azrl to obtain temporary ho~sing 

wherever it could be found. At one time, the Mayor's Office had over B,ooo applica­
tions for housing. 

With a sense of humility I point to our accomplishments. A trailer camp of 

over one hundred units was established, and has been fully occupied, giving shelter 
to over 600 persons. Every trailer is occupied by a veteran, his wife, and one or 
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more children. Every precaution was taken in terms of health and sanitation. 

Playground space is provided. Recreational rooms for adults were established. 

In addition to the program of obtaining temporary units, an all-out "Shelter-

A-Vet" campaign was conducted with the cooperation of business, press and radio 

to obtain spare rooms and any other available living space. This resulted in the 

opening of approximately 1,500 housing units to veterans and their families. 

Churches were called upon to make house-to-house solicitations for unused space. 

Women• s clubs were organized into an over-all cityoommittee and staged a 11 House 

A Hero" campaign. This endeavor yielded living quarters for over BOO veterans 

and their families. 

As a part of our emergency housing program, I appealed to the City Council to 

declare a housing emergency and to empower the Board of Welfare to act. $150,000 

of funds were provided. The Motley School was converted into apartments. The 

Stowe School was likewise remodeled. Application was made for temporary housing 

units from the federal government. Todey approximately 500 families are being 

housed in quonset ~uts unde~ prA1i~A~of 35 new homes per week 

are being completed. To date we ~ve provided housing for over 8,000 veterans -'\ 
and their families. 

Always confronted with shortage of critical materials, direct appeals were 

made to Washington and other cities. Every avaiJa ble means at our disposal has 

been, am is being used to speed up the housing program. It was because of my 

direct request to the President of the United States and to the War Department 

that we were able to speed up the demolition of the Gopher Ordnance Works. This 
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was vital to our housing program. Critical materials were made available, and we 

were able to get them because we went directly to responsible authority. 

During my two years as M~or I requested special sessions of the Legislature 

to deal specifically with the emergency veterans housing problem. Repeatedly I 

outlined programs which were working in other areas of the nation and urged that 

these be adopted in our state. Again and again I requested general housing legis-

lation, and I say quite candidly that it has been because of these requests, be-

cause of the effort we have put forth, a1. ong with hundreds of others, that today 

we have a general housing law-a Jaw which came to us 10 years late--a law which 

was passed after all federal funds for assistance had been expended in other states 

-but at least we have a law, and it will be helpful. 

I submit to you that our record has been one of action--not one of reaction. 

We have been on the job in the field of housing and the hundreds of veterans in 

this community who have been housed because of these programs are today adequate 

witness to our achievement. The veterans of Minne~olis appreciate our work. 

when on my birthday a group of veteran;.nd their 

wives from our emergency housing projects carne to my office and presented me with 

a lovely birthday cake along with hundreds of birthday cards. These veterans are 
~ • e • 

supporting me in my campaign. They kno.Jrhat • .M all b::h!mS i!S l(IIIS'sr of tbj 'iii cit¥ 

• have given preference to veterans in appointments and have worked with them on 

every occasion in such programs as veterans' rehabilitation and re-employment, 
l 

the reinstatement of G.I. insurance and in numerable personal matters. Tonight I 

express my thanks and appreciation to them and their families. Their infinite 

patience, their cooperative spirit, and their good citizenship are a testimonial 

to their character and greatness. 

But my opposition and their ghost writers have moved to what they consider 

more fertile fields of criticism. What is the topic? You guessed it--city financesl 
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How theyccy crocodile tears over the financial situatio? llirt, what dtt! they de 

;r ! & briaitSl!&i me ntui Bft :Res BHPYI Pie 2 ower QYP .when Che tegisla-r,ulb ::as ill sess±an ~::s 

this ci+.fh ilild ris8 +gJ? 6 as ::lab 3 ~ as - d llQi+ w dilia:J t de- iii t erm?oi ~-
~ce? I ::cnaer, :i:s liLJ 

a£ the *'"*SF TEl .ad • a "w&MM 5MJG I • saitt .. 

read 

t i i • JKg riJ¥ Urn 'i'Giir i tltu H IIi: iilR i b I *ai'i: aitu?H H j p tb:ii 7 au,., ListEn 

the record and see 

what has been done. I became I found our net 

municipal debt to be approximately $63 ,DoO,OOO. I found every reserve gone • ..-. 

JM ...... .,~ mechanical equipment in every department had been exploited during 
the war years with no replacement. our pension ~ funds_. 1n the red. I found 
not a single cent of reserve capital other than that earmarked for the upper harbor. 

I found that during the war years, when we had big payrolls arrl huge war profits, 

instead of paying off our city debt, instead of accumulating reserves to take care 

of needed replacements when materials and equipment were available after the war, 
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I found that we had coasted--gone along borrowing money to pay bonds, we had 

used whatever resources we had, we had failed to repair our buildings and replerish 

our equipment--all in the name of vh at some people would call "economy, 11 but 

what I call ooing penny-wise and dollar foolish. Well, here' s the record, my 

friends. 

debt has 

Despite all the shouting and protesting of the opposition, our municipal 
~-aA~~(. 

been reduced approximately ten million dollars in less than 2 years. In-

terest payments are down. Our bonds are all within a 10 year limit. We have reversed 

the dangerous policy of deficit financing and have been moving along the lines of 

pay-as-you-go. we presented to the Legislature for the first time in many a year 

a well-orgaiized and comprehensive municipal finance program. We have eliminated 

deficits from our budgets. we have done all of this despite the tremendous rise 

in costs in services, materials and labor. There isn't a man in the city or a 

housewife but who will agree that living costs have gone up and Ja bor costs and 

material costs have rapidly increased. These costs, my friends, are likewise 

reflected in your city government. The city must buy materials. The city hires 

labor. The city requires professional services. The city in its care ford ependent 

people purchases food, clothing and rent. Despite all of this postwar inflation, 

the municipal taxes including schools have increased only 14%, and out of that 14% 
increase we have paid $JI, 000,000 for reducing debt; we have paid the costs of our 

hospital,.which in prior years was financed by borrowing; we have expanded our • 
park, library and educational programs; we have accumulated reserves for our pension 

funds; we have replaced our equipment in the City Engineering Department; we have 

bought new squad cars which were needed for our Police Department; we have repaired 

our public buildings; and we have been able to pay our city vorkers a living wage. 

I submit to you that this is a good record in munbipal financing, but to 

it I add that for the first time we have had a complete study of our city finances 

by a Tax and Finance Commission under the chairmanship of one of the nation's fore-



most tax experts--Dr. Roy Blakey of the University of Minnesota. We have analyzed 

every Department of our city government through the expert services and facilities 

of the Public Administration Service of Chicago; we have proposed drastic charter 

reform to give us a centralized Department of Budgeting an:i Finance. Now, compare 

this with W:lat has been going on in other places. Ccn the state of Minnesota 

say that it has reduced its taxes and curtailed its expenditures when you and I 

know that state expenditures have increased since 1937 by almost 300%. Is my 

opposition unaware of the fact that in the tax statement you receive, the Hennepin 

County government increase has been 62%, and the state government property tax 

increase has been 86%? Compare that to the city increase of 14%. Where is all of 

this extravagance? Where is this "spend and spend" program? If there is any of 

it, apparently the opposition is in the wrong city with its speeches. Where was 

my opposition when we needed help in our struggle to receive a fair and equitable 

share of state collected revenues? This would have relieved the tax problem in 

their time was consumed in en attempt to obtain 15 
extra liquor licenses, and in fighting the Governor's slot machine bill. If I 

can read the newspaper reports correctly, during the Legislative session that is 

exactly what they were doing. Now, the "holier than thou" attitude comes out, but 

when the Legislature was in session, those who now oppose me were opposing Minneapolis. 

Together during these past two years we have constructed a program for making 

our city a finer place in which to live. We are on the way. We are not going to 
special 

be stopped. We will let no pv»iix interest or special privilege group hold us back. 

We will revise and revitalize our city government through charter reform. we will 

continue our aggressive program of Jaw enforcement. we will expand our facilities 

for youth welfare. We will improve and maintain our schools, parks, and libraries. 

We ~11 courageously move ahead in the clearance of our poor housing districts and 

blighted areas. We will dedicate our efforts and our resources to improve our 
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programs of public health, human relations, and the care of the dependent and 

aged. We will establish a finer pattern of Jabor-management relations which 

will guarantee to Minneapolis industrial expansion and high economic productivity. 

This is our call to action. The people of Minneapolis See a bright future. The 

dawn of a new day has come to us and we are hard at m rk in the sunlight of our 

strength. 
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SPEECH BY MAYOR HUBERT H, HUMPHREY ON W.C.C.O. JUNE 6, 1947 

In America today as in no other country the success of government must rest 

upon the ability or the individual citizen to understand and manage his own 

political affairs, ~a b gooetaml~t:t 'h~ the: eeBtJo!K ef •a• guuezfted. ·- · <We M'\fe 

'epudiated tor once and fer all minozit, rul~ e~ jietateP&aip . We as Americaga, 
- ~ 

and as believers iD 4emoezac), ho1d in contempt dicta~orahip, whethez it be 

_dictatorship of the righter ef the left. Jasciem and its fellowets, Oomm~~sm 

a.M its fdlau tizauele»&; have go place ig *be A111e1 iuao •q of HPe, -Our answer 

j;C)' them 4Ild tbei:l CI sed mas b 'Be a WOI king democracy-a nation Wh1 dtl lii:a Q84~a~ed 

its eneriies to-arQa the Qe'\talopaeat of lnd1v1dua1 personality and the etnichmefft 

sf· the lives at ev8P,y eltlzen, Feg&Idleee of raes, cela~, z az ~he challenge 

or democratic living is one that imposes heavy responsibilities. Our politics 

and the manner in which we conduct ourselves in campaigns and in public office 

~gn high •axel pziacipl•s• the djga1*7 tf t&e iaeivi~bal fteedom of cuaeciw a e 

•DChtlt~J:)rothel-boo4 uf lliiaki&M,< OUr way or life requires a sense or self-discipline 

and an everlasting crusade or seeking the truth. We believe in competition.~ 

~· However, our competitive system is <*•••-•- surrounded by rules 

or order and fair play. The law or the jungle,M._ ___ M!JIIifd;;SIM. ..... , the 

technique or the power hungry--these are foreign to our way or life. 

as !£ 
" 

, aeweve:P1 ifi\ t S'!s 9r«r in the§e past few Q&;ys , .. 

711 11:11 ?' • $ 5?$ before the Priiii80ry Election, Dr3 opposition hae seea .fit 

~sort to the t.act:la ef the JJaa1 v J the Se~~DNB1it tbe a~t~ s .. A enbvematve 

" ft . '""!!i ZZ!?!a' ' 1 •• er tul1:Llg the b1g lie. Yes, that's what Hitl:e:r said-

tell the people liea. TeJ J t-hem b1 g lies and te] 1 them oyer e D4i- over agaiiU P ? 'c;;t 
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In my first radio address of May 5 I pledged to the people 

of this city that I would not esort to a campaign of slander, of rumor, or of 
/ 

untrut~ attack the character, the persoaality or the 

background of my opponent ........... ~~~~~111!1-l::lilli'll ... llt I respect my opponent 
~ 

and his family, and ~I ..-d repudiate any attack of smear by any person made 
.... . 

~ . 
against him. It -.s my feeling that I was merely reciting the rules of fair play 

in clean American politics •I\ i1 too often American politics has found itself to 

be the plaything of those who feel no sense of responsibility and those who are 

willing to use ~ and every means or gaining power and destroying the reputation 

and character or the opposition. Too often have whispers and slander and personal 

insults overshadowed the real issues. Too often there have been those who would 

bear false witness against their neighbor and against their opponent for the sake 

or a momentary advantage. I thought that we could conduct this election campaign 

ot. in the spirit of truth and honest discussion ~issues. I believe, sMl I •·zz t&ao 

~----••••M, that we can have m1micipal elections without resorting to 

the tactics of the racketeer or the political boss. Men in public life can argue 

and debate the issues without a sense of bitterness.,.a•••-••MM!ll.ll!l!l 

e*'eebb ntfllebed ia *hwJtJ:L;Z II ,aw r n e · tr abd¥!JR .ail will$ --Al0me1P. 

In this spirit I have tried to conduct my campaign upon a high level of intellectual 

honesty and decenc.y. I have presented our program. I ha~eviewed my record, 

and I have issued to the people of this city a call to action--a call to community 

service in behalf or a finer and better Minneapolis. 

type of • eampaign~eir ads in the newspapers, the radio speeches, the campaign 

Tonight I must ronfess that my opposition has not seen fit to carry out this "'*"" lo A• .. U?t: t J'«<l,, 

meetings, have clearly revealed a contempt for decena,r and fair play. 
II lt t• # 

of my opposition has been -~estroy Humphrey -- tear him down -- get things 

the record that will destroy the confidence of the people 1n their mayor. ~ 
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opposition has 

of Mayor, not one or 

vi If I eo~rectly interpret the wishes of 

our people, they are sick and tired of eheap,slanderous, petty polities. The 

American people are intelligent citizens that want to have an honest discussion 

a police gazette. 

con e eans. 

Let's get out of the political e:-nd So let's be on with the campaign. 

move to the high ground a:..t.J!C:n~:A~grams~ opposition 

has been acting very much like ~~ el Don Quixote--charging full steam 

ahead, striking in all directions in a frantic and futile hope that they may hit 

upon an issue. , {irj 
~ First it •e ~~ dlv my opponent~ our law enforcement 

P:J.Plll! was a m;yth-that it j_ust didn't exist. Then came along the truth, not only 
~ --fl.t ::r- B r 

from ;aa:o reports of eff'ic:ieat lMr ea&"'"cement 1 not only .from ;;z )!=~ ~H •• 

....Aike our Hennepin County Sheriff FA! Ryan and ~~s1:1t,:=as ~ r..,.. 
~CJ.,.,i/iJ J 

~Bradshaw Mintener--but the newspaper editorials~made it~ clear that the charges 

. of my opponent ~bat we i.aa taile.t ia ~l!e field of law e!ltf01 e&lhi1 3t:as a&pij CLA...J-
~ 

'Jle&lsWI and demonstra~ either a gross ignorance of the situation or a willful 

distortion of the truth. Wednesday night of this week~ opposition admitted .in 

clear-cut terms that the laws were being enforced. So that issue is now disposed of. 

The mayor of this city has enforced the law. The people say so, the press says so, 

the F.B.I. says so, and even now~ political opposition admits it. 

l • , il lilY eppod+ t! !h r~ caae e:f the maj el"' tasks or t.he mqor of 
., 

this eit)' IS the re&poadl" l! lr3 Pm !.lie police QepDtllesk SD~ k• spforcemen+. 
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~ a reepeasibility whieh is ele&~~ly outlined in our Charter. '!'he Police 

RQ11+1oal oppas1+io~ £rsnkl7 confesses that r bave da~• a geea job aDd that the 

lplice Department ie enforcing the city ordipances and tbe •tete laws . ~lA-

~ ±blake to ~ opposition rot theiP ~elated recogn1tioD of this aeeompllshment. 
~ " ~ Having found out that the big lie didn't work in .. attack upon our law 

enforcement program, the opposition moved to new fields. What was the next issue 

that they so loudly proclaimed? &1! 1 he• • II· ts-l•ta •• 6' - •• the Ujljllt .. fY'-~ 
tiaallJ e~~Iu&Iaa that we had failed the veteran in the veterans 

housing program. That was strange talk to be coming from the opposition camp 

because the gentleman who made that speech aeor9 eu;p supposed 8 Dd alleged failure 
~~ ~~ iJ:l g+era• Jaous1ng •• t ae very sameaa, as a state senator and chairman 

of the Senate Public Welfare Commit~~e, .,voted ~,:~a;:::::C~J 

~mag NlJ leeuP&' thG ~::=.le;(which made possibl:::tmergency 

veterans housing program--an article which would have relaxed building codes so 

that emergenc.y veterans housing could be more readily provided, an article which 

would have asked the State of Minnesota to share with the municipalities the 

responsibility for emergency veterans housing. tes, I fla+.%7 state without 8 "9-

~be~ tbere 1flls an opportunity tg strengtheJil ew -utenms eae!'SS"C¥ ael:ll!iag pi egxaDr, 

tpught against it, destpgy:ea it, eDd. dalibsiuhJS sabotag&! ::tt. This was done 

despite the fact that when I appeared before the Senate Committee asking for this 

additional assistance, I was supported in my request ~ representatives of ever,y 

veterans organization in the state, along with ma~ civic and fraternal groups. 

My opposition knows this to be true, and the shameful spectacle of deliberate 

falsehood is not becoming to men who are in public office, or who aspire to it. 
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Then what is the true record in veterans housing? My first act as Mayor was 

to call a conference of architects, engineers, contractors, labor representatives, 

and others to design a program to meet the housing emergency. This group formed 

itself into a committee. It met regularly. It examined and surve.yed every possi­

bility to utilize existing housing to full capacity, and to obtain teDJporary housing 

wherever it could be found. At one time, the Mayor's office had over 8,000 

applications for housing. 

With a sense of humility I point to our accomplishments. A trailer camp o• 

over one hundred 1mits was established, and has been fully occupied, giving shelter 

to over 600 persons. Every trailer is occupied by a veteran, his wife, and one ~ 

more children. Every precaution was taken in terms of health and sanitation. 

Playground space is provided. Recreational rooms for adults were established. 

In addition to the program of obtaining temporary units, an all-out "Shelter­

A-Vet" campaign was conducted with the cooperation of business, press and radio 

to obtain spare rooms and any other available living space. This resulted in the 

opening of approximatelY 1,500 housing units to veterans and their families. 

Churches were called upon to make house-to-house solicitations for unused space. 

Women's clubs were organized into an over-all city committee and staged a "House 

A Hero" campaign. This endeavor yielded living C\uarters for over 800 veterans 

and their families. 

Every week through the radio and the press I have appealed for housing space. 

The Minneapolis Housing Bureau has handled thousands of requests and found living 

quarters for 61 217 veterans and their families. 

As a part of our emergena.y housing program, I appealed to the City Council to 

declare a housing emergeney and to empower the Board of Welfare to act. $150,000 

of funds were provided. The Motley School was converted into apartments. The 
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Stowe School was likewise remodeled. Application was made for temporary housing 

units from the federal government. Today approximatel1 500 families are being 

housed in quonset huts under this program. An average of 35 new homes per week 

are being completed. To date we have provided housing for over 8,000 veterans 

and their families. 

Always confronted with shortage or critical materials, direct appeals were 

made to Washington and other cities. Every available means at our disposal has 

been, and is being, used to speed up the housing program. It was becauSe of my 

direct request to the President of the United States and to the War Department 

that we were able to speed up the demolition of the Gopher Ordnance Works. Thie 

was vital to our housing program. Critical materials were made available, and we 

were able to get_ them because we went directly to responsible authority·. 

a 4 :zt sdi; .6k.ing my two years as Mayor I requested ·GIIdlllla!llllllellll&-"g• .. • •s special 

sessions or the legislature to deal specifically with the emergency veterans housing 

problem. Repeatedly I outlined programs which were working in oth~r areas or the 
~'tf~ 

nation and urged that these be adopted in our state. ~I requested general 

housing legislation, and I say quite candidly that it has been because or these 

requests, because or the effort we have put forth, along with hundreds or others, 

that today we have a &eneral housing law--a law which came to us 10 years late­

a law which was passed after all federal funds for assistance had been expended 

in other states-but at least we have a law, and it will be helpful. ~ 
I do that the City Minneapolis 

legi 

Housing Officials 
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I submit to you that our record has been one of action--not 

one of reaction. We have been on the job in the field of housin~. 

wL 
and the hundreds oif +Lp•ua' "'e of veterans in this community w&.o have 

been housed because of these programs are today adequate witness to 

our achievement @ Th e record 1 barre oi ted ·dliaa i1 tao e!'fia:ir, rsee~ 
cf t~ie Oity ·1s an irrefutable aaebex to the ma!tclone ekapge of ~he~ 

~he beogieman and tke eeape erow just do not imp~e;; i~telligeat ~eo-

But my opposition and their ghost writers have moved to what 

they consider more fertile fields of criticism. What is the topic? 

You guessed it--City finances! -M"•••r:r, ~ow they cry crocodile 

tears over the financial situation. But, ~m~;~·i~~~~~·. what did they do 

when the Legislature was in session?--a Legislature which has supreme 

power over this City and which tells us what we can do and what we 

can 1 t do in terms of taxation and financeJ I wonder, is my opposition so 

--4!{'-~ 
grossly unaware and ~-of- our Charter that they do not know that 

the City of Minneapolis is rigidly limited in its tax powers. Are they 

so uninformed that they do not know that every single activity of our 

government--even to the point of snow removal and the 

trees on our boulevards--is financed under & aotinite 

trimming of the 

gJ; .. ~ •• s:~-= 
,M...% 

t:@:x · .. ·hieh is :uo~flexl~, a tax which is definitely set~and not with-

in the discretion of our public officials? It would seem to me that 

when one aspires to be Mayor of the City of Minneapolis, a knowledge 

of the Charter ei ea• Qd-+;r • &11ltt lien would be a basic essential. 

It is becoming increasingly apparent that the opposition camp 

just hasn't read the Charter or attempted to understand it. Nor have 

they studied honestly and intelligently the finance situation and the 

tax situation in this City. Listen to this ridiculous charge. My 
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opposition, as of Wednesday night , openly stated we were engaging in 

a "spend and spend and tax and tax policy" , and even recommending such 

fantastic expenditures as a t\'lenty million dollar bond issue for munic-
~~ 

ipal improvements. What sort of a lJYl 1 t:a:aH.Q;a is. this J What madness 

grips men's minds to make such ridiculous statements . Let ' s just take 

a look at the record and v ee what has been done . I became Mayor of 

this City July 2 , 1945. I found our net municipal debt to be appr ox-

imately $63 , 000 , 000 . I found every reserve gone . I found that our 

mechanical equipment in every department had been expnited during the 

war years, with no replacement . I found our Pension Funds in the red~ 

I found not a single cent of reserve capital other than that earmarked 

for the upper harbor. I ~ found that during the war years , when we 

had big payrolls and huge war profits , instead of paying off our City 

debt, instead of accumulating res~rves to take care of needed replace­

ments when materials and equi~ment were available after the war ,\~ 
I 

found that we had coasted--gone along borrowing mone~ to pay bonds , 

? 

we 

had used whatever resources we had, we had faile~ to repair our build­

ings and replenish our equipment--all in the name of what some people 

would call "economy" , but what I call being penny-wise and dollar 

foolish. Well , here's the record, my friends . Despite all the shout-

ing and protesting of the opposition , our municipal d8bt has been re-

duced approximat-ely ten million dollars in less than hro year~ In-

terest payments are down. Our bonds are all within a ten year limit . 

We have reversed the dangerous policy of defi n it financing , and have 

been moving along the lines ' of pay-as-you-go . We presented to the 

Legislature for the first time in many a year , a well organized and 

comprehensive municipal finance program. We have eliminated deficits 

from our budgets . We have done all of this despite the tremendous 
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rise in costs in services, materials and labor- ~ 1here isn't a man 

in the City or a housewife but who will agree that living costs have 

gone up and labor costs and material costs have rapidly increased. 

These costs, my fri ends, are likewise reflected in your City govern-

ment. ~he City must buy materials. The City hires labor. The City 

requires professional services. The City in its care for dependent 

people purchases food, clothing and rent. Despite all of this.post~ ~ 
~ war inflation, ~w~h•16a~a~.a~"~r~·~J~t~•l~f~c~~~l .. ~=.-88~l~~~y, the municipal taxes~have 
sr ~~~ ~l)_,ti'-O:eJ increased only 14~, and out of that 14% increase we have paid ~ e~• 

~~r•; we have paid t h e costs of our hospital 

which in prior years was financed by borrowing; we have expanded our 

park, library and educational programs; we have accumulated reserves 

for our pension funds; we have replaced our equipment in the City 

Engineering Department; we have bought new squad cars which were need-

ed for our Police Department; we have repaired our public buildings; and 

we have been able to pay our City workers a living wage. 

I submit to you that this is a good record in municip a l finan~-

~ng, but to it I add that for the first time we have had a complete 

study of our ~ity finances by a Tax and Finance Commission under the 

chairmanship of one of the nation's foremost tax experts--Dr, Ro y Elakey 

of the University of Minnesota. We have analyzed every Department 

of our City Government through the e~pert services and facilities of 

the Public Administration Service of Chicago; we have proposed drastic 

Charter reform to give us a centralized Department of B~eting and 

finance, Now, compare this with what has been going on in other places. 

Is thg;pe a 'bXI.&1:aess man in 'fjll:e City wl:l.o ca:a say 'ehat his eeet ef opu-

atie:a since J:.Q4.0 iwu gone up on.Jy 14% a.:ali that at the same time ~ 

has P&til"ei a gQeli shaxe of his &e~'e? Can the State of Minnesota say 
that it has reduced its taxes and curtailed its expenditures when you 
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and I know that State expenditures have increased since 1937 by 

almost 300%? Is my opposition unaware of the fact that in the tax 

statement you receive, the Hennepin County government increase has been 

62~, and the State government property tax increase has been 86%? 

Compare that to the City increase of 14~. Where is all of this extrav­

agance? Where is this "spend and spend" program? If there is any of 

it, apparently the opposition is in the wrong City with its speeches. 

P:ussllrlf t1l~ ~ s~ld have been giyen some study when we wer~ 

4ncreasiug the taxes and appropriatio~s t~ese ~ast years ln our Sta~ 

T.egislature-; and when we were ien;ylng tae Citcr of !.Ua.aeapolls ii;,s. 

'-:fai! shax·e ef state reveRttes. You know--and I ltnow~that out or the 

t~emendo~s s~ms of money~h1s City pays iRto t~e State, we reeeive 

~ l&sw tfta2 13~ /where was my opposition when we needed help in 

our struggle to receive a fair and equitable share of State collected 

revenues? This would have relieved the tax problem in Minneapolis. 
~~~ 

Could it be that their time ~med in~ 15 extra liquor 

licenses, and in fighting th~ slot machine bilU. If I can read the 

newspaper reports correctly, during the Legislative session that is 

exactly what~~~ l!low, the •holier than thou• attitude . 

comes out. but when the Legislature was in session, those who now 

oppose me were opposing Minneapolis . 

to 

have ._. a 

old Chinese proverb 

that candle 

re-

a 

mente I have received wonderful the majority of our 



.'\ 

.. 

people. The 

lems clearly 

part 

gram and I 

let no 

people o 

come t 

-11-

committees at 

• • * • * * * * * • 

The 

day has 



~ -for use ~n radio,~eech of Mayor Humphrey 
~ r~dJ_o stat~on WO"J, Fc:hl:gr, June ?• 9:30 p.m • . 

-.... - • - _:::-511-(- -- - ., _, 
I' - ...... - -
. ' 

"Better · Government" is a phrase that has often been loosely used. When 

I speak of better government in Minneapolis during the past two years, 

however, I can do so with a definite feeling of accomplishment. Because -

as I will point out in a moment - we have made important strides toward 

\ . ' -a better Minneapolis in such XlD.JI~~ fields as law enforcement eo • .• child 

welfare •••• education ••••• recreation •••• and leisure-time activities. 

One of our greatest problems has been the effort to solve juvenile 

delinquenGY• You may have heard mention, in previous months, of ~survey 

survey of living conditions in the city jail. That/was to determine available 

facilities~for housing youths who had become delinquent •••• and to attempt 

to segregate them from more hardened, older criminals • . 

But that survey of detention quarters was ••• actually ••• only a minor part / 

.. 

of our program •. We're not going to be satisfied merely to treat youths after 

they have gone astray. We want to find and eradicate the causes and tern~-

tations before they can lead young people into -trouble •. That certainly 

is as vital to the future well-being of ~ Minneapolis as our community survey 

of human -relations • which gave us an inslght into the causes and effects of 

prejudice and intolerance - -and it certainly is as important as plans 

for the future physical development and growth of Minneapolis • . All of these 
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studies _-are · ~m~~~;~nt . :for a bett~;-Minrieapc;lis •••• but 110ne- or·· them can-- be 
.;.._ .:::..- - .. - - - ~~ ~""..:.. .__ 

:;! :.-: ~.. . ... _- ....... - - -

• - ter~~~ "~~eces~;~~,- ~f the --~eople who are t~ :live- in ~i;~~apc;;~~~-in · rutur: 

yea~s_ ~ an~ that means ou~ young people of today - are not ~helped down 

t~e road to good -~itizenship. That' is why we are now ·making studies •• '· • 
. ' -

.... - :--:-

u·nder superv~~~on of the Mayor r s Youth Welfare Commission •••• to establish 

-_ .. -_-- .. _ ~. - ;-.. ... ~ ... ._.: 

measures for the correction and improvement of condi tiona as they·· apply to· 

·. youth. -

: This 'Youth Welfare Commission was set up to supervise and coordinate 
-' . 

' . . .-

' - activities of other related groups •.••• to find out, what is being done ..... and 

what needs to be done • . - One important step has been closer_ co_ operation 
.~-

~ 'Ef~wmtm« . between the juvenile bureau of the police department and our 

-several community social _agencies. This coopera_!.ion has .been instrumental 

in eliminating many of the temptations which lead young people into 
' -· 

-~ crime. - Our records show - I am proud to say- that this has been done 

with greater success during tae :present administration than at any time in 
. ..:' ·-

-- the past~-

The Youth Welfare Commissipn •••• has ·done more than supervise_ juvenile 

· activities, however . .. · It has also helped strengthen the growth of 

·community councils in various parts of Minneapolis. -These local c~uncils 

are an attempt to spread an interest in city government amon~ the people 
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~ ; ••• and I would say' they _ have been yery successful· ••• . .-l?ecause we· ~ow 
, --~ .. ~ - - -..,.~ ~ have, in Minneapolis, - groups of citizens who are -working to solve the 

problems of their own communities.. One of their important forward 
.. y ... 

. · -... 

steps has been establishment of a training course for parents of delin-
"t 

~-

quent and pre-delinquent children. · 

There is a strong connection between our effor t s to combat juvenile 

< - .. 

·delinquency and our program to strengthen the school safety pat rol _system. 

One of the first steps I took after becoming mayor was to incr.ease the 

. -police d~partment school patrol staff from one to fiye -trained officers. 

-These men reorganized the safety patrols at 99 public and parochial school 

in the city ••••• and ther"began an intensive training program in which 
\ 

-
more than 27,000 youngsters have already takBn part • . This training in-, 

- cluqes lectures by experts •••• a 1 ..-. tLe- showing of educational safety films. 

The Minn~apolis city police department itself MK is now following a 
, 

special training program that was laid down with the help of the Federal 

-. -- Bureau ~f Investigation •••• As you _have undoubted l heard many- times, our 
-. 

-·- police force has cleaned up ~he city- to use a hrase -more thoroughly 

my first 
than at any time in the past. I told Ed Ryan •••• ho was/chief of police 

•••• that his men could make every arrest they saw •• .'.without worrying 

a "fix" or "special favors." •••• Yfhen Ed Ryan became sheriff of Hennepin 

oounty •••• Glenn MacLean followed the s~me rule ~s the next chief of police. 
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As a -result •••• Minneapolis - today is free of all organized - crime 

• - ·, ~ • ..r;- - {• . - ~ ·:-- . 
There is no o:ganized ·racketeering ••••• And although sorue of my opponents have _~· 

been giving the impression that Minneapolis' reputat i on is suff_ering. pecause _-_ 

we have forced the racketeers out of business •••• I challenge any .honest citizen 

-to admit that -such could be the case. , I think our finest compliment came 

, -- from the FBI 1~ Washington a few months ago. As you kno~, xkK FBI agents in· 

maj?r cities around the country make regular monthly reports ta Washington . -
-. . on conditions of crime and vice in their locality. , Minneapolis •••• at~ne 

time •••• had the r eputation of being one of the worst cities in . the entire 
-It was 

nation, xx/the head~uarters of white slavery operations in the northwest, ,, 

I - and of other similar conaitions of vice. -. 
. 

To show you how much we have lm.- -

~;proved conditions since our police force found they could ma ke an arrest 
·-

and -know that a conviction would follow •••• the FBI~ ••• about seven months ago. c . 

discontinued~ sending report s from Minneapolis to Washington. They said, in 

. 
effect •••• ".There is no more vice in Minneapolis." I think that!s a pretty 

fine record for our -police department to have hung up in the last -two years. 

One of the most impo~tant phases of training our police officers now receive 

· i ·s in the field of race relationships.. It involve s the fra nk discussion 

of race problems and their solutiono •• o.the men have rouhd-table discussions 

with representatives of all religions and all races. This gives the men 

an insight i~to the factors whi ch produce race t ~1 , · 
rou~ ea, •• oand makes it . v 
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' 

- -
e:asi·er for mfficers wbo are on duty in'. are_as. of the city -where_ there is - . -·-4 

frequent race ~ tension •. -
' . 

To ·show you how lZl.MXM well other cities regard the Minnea_2olis polic·e 
; 

department •••• we have hadm officers from Winnipeg, Canada, and from 

·.c. 

Anoka •••• Edina •••• Cokato ...• Columbia Heights •••• Robbinsdale.: .. Richfield ••. 

I 

Bemidji!•••and Wells •••• who have attended our police - school~. 

--
·That's all added proof .of the honest, effective police administratiDn 

we have- had • . 

Do you know what I think is a_ Vdry important part of our community life 

today? Our public schools •. I think that every school ~uilding in 

Minneapolis should be considered as a family institution •••• as the center 

of family life beyond the home •.• ~he housing shortage is preventing many 
• < 

families today froiLJ. having normal facilities Tor recreation and hobbies ••• _. 

and I think .the schools can serve as a substitute • . ~hey can open their 

facilities to the neighborhood in the eveni ng through classes •••• through 

~ 

art and craft shops o ••• and through hobby rooms o The field of broadKJL 

adult education •••• of planned vocational centers and recreational facllitie 

· •• ~ •. is, I think ••••• one of the essential needs of every ILJ.etropolitan 

community. 

.· 
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CAMPAIGN SPEECH OVER K.S.T.P, SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 1947 

Good evening, friends, Tomorrow, Monday, June 9, is an important day in the 

life of every Minneapolis citizen. We are privileg~to exercise the right of the 

ballot on General Election Day. Every two years, under the terms of our state law 

and City Charter, the people are afforded an accounting of the stewardship 

of public office holders. This we refer to as our municipal election. This is 

important business, and particularly is this true when we realize that in so ma~ 

areas of the world free elections are no longer known. It is in the voting booth 

that we participate in the formulation of public polic.y. Our vote is symbolic 

of our interest in free institutions. Our vote demonstrates our respect for the 

principle of government by the consent of the governed. Our vote indicates our 

concern over the people's business, because in Ameri~politics ~the business of 

the people, and it must ever be so. 

Whenever the majority of our people cease to take an interest in the affairs 

of government, we have lost our right to freedom. We have taken much of this for 

granted, Some people have come to believe that the basic right which we so proudly 

possess can never be lost or taken away from us. The history of the modern world 

should be ample proof of the fallacy of such an assumption. It is only when a people 

is eternally vigilant, and when they are ever alert to the issues of the day, that 

democracy is preserved, Our vote is our secret weapon. It is the life blood and 

the strength of our way of life. 

All too often our municipal elections have resulted in a minority of our people 

selecting those who are to be our public servants, This is not majority rule. This 

does not give us an expression of the public will. A militant and an informed 

electorate is a basic essential to our civic life and the preservation of our 

governmental institutions. 
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I make this plea to you tonight. Take an active interest in your local govern-

ment. Your municipal government is your partner. It is a part of your family and 

a part of your business. If your local government is honestly administered, and if 

its policies are constructive and progressive, the welfare of your family, the 

safety of your investments, the security of your job is that much more protected. 

This is our city. Its desti~ rests in our hanis. The partnership between the ---people and their government in a municipality is inseparable. It would be a singular 

tragedy if ~ our indifference we fa~led to have an overwhelming demonstration of 

civic participation b,y a big vote on election day. 

In America today, as in no other country, the success of government must rest 

upon the capacity of the individual citizen to participate in, to understand, and 

to manage his own political affairs. We cannot afford the waste and extravagance of 

being unconcerned as to the social, political and economic problems which face us. 

Government is not a foreign agent, a disinterested third party. Government in 

America, and particularly local government, is a part of the people. Its power and 

its resourcefulness is measured b,y the judgment of our people in the selection of 

those men who are to represent the people. I recognize, as you do, that local 

government in comparison to our federal and state governments, is a small business. 

Nevertheless, we must prove our capacity for self-government in our own community 

before we can expect honest and efficient administration at higher levels. If we 

are incapable of solving some of the minor social and economic difficulties at · 

home where we are close to them, and where we can see the effect or our efforts, 

how do we expect that these same difficulties can be mastered by our legislators 

and Congressmen at higher levels. If we are unable to keep American politics clean 

and respectable in municipal elections, how do we expect to prevent more vicious 

and ruthless tactics to be employed in the greater areas of political life. I, 

for one, believe that politics can be what the people want it to be. The people 
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can and must demand of those who hold public office and aspire to it that a code 

of ethics, a set of standards, be adhered to in the campaign for election process. 

We can have municipal elections and national politics without injecting idle rumor 

or animosity. Men in public life can and should argue and debate the issues without 

a sense of bitterness. This world of ours is alrea~ too full of fear and hate. 

It is sick at heart and weak ii spirit because of the selfishness and the power-

madness of men. Every election should be conducted in the spirit of peace on 

earth and good will towards men. This philosophy is based upon a concept of men of 

good will speaking and acting responsib~, always viewing the public interest and 

recognizing the danger of false leadership. 

Minneapolis is a city that bas a great future. It has become known all over 

America as a coiDJiunity of fine homes, beautiful parks, and picturesque churches. 

We have every reason to be proud of our city. As a business and a commercial 

. center, we are second to none in this Upper Midwest. As a center of the arts, 

literature and science, we have gained an enviable reputation. Minneapolis bas 

become one of the great medical centers of our nation. We have ·gained international 

fame because of our care of polio patients and the accomplishments of our research 

laboratories. All of these things add up to a dramatic story of a great city. 

Our community, however, like others, is facing an entire new set of 

circumstances. Sometimes we almost forget that World War II changed this world and 

it has changed and affected Minneapolis just as it has every other city. The 
. 

effects of this change are noticeable in every home and every block and every 

Ward of our city. All we need to see is the appalling situation which faces us in 

the housing of our returned veterans. This indicates clearly enough what I mean 

when I say that we are confronted by almost overwhelming problems. Our city has 

grown from a large retail and wholesale center to an industrial area. LiterallY 

hundreds of new industries have sprung up during and since the war. A metropolitan 

area with great industries has within itself problems of so~ial relationships, 

public health, education, recreation and leisure time activities that go far be.yond 
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that which we have ever known before. This is why we must take renewed interest in 

municipal affairs. This is why citizen participation in government is of such 

fundamental importance. There must be a partnership between government, business 

and labor. There must be a close understanding between all groups in our community. 

We must do everything within our power to learn the art of living together. Men 

and women of all races, creeds and nationalities must grown to respect one another. 

We must come to understand that our nation and our city are strong and prosperous 

primarily because we had practiced the principle of equal opportunity for all people. 

We threaten that prosperity, we destroy that unity only when, because of bigotry or 

intolerance, we set one group against another or fail to appreciate the contribution 

that every group and individual can make and has made to the general welfare. 
/ 

Our Minneapolis is like a little United Nations. People of all nationalities, 

of all faiths, of different political parties, of diverse occupations have blended 

themselves together into one great family. We have demonstrated our ability to work 

together in such fine civic enterprises as civilian defense, the Red Cross, the 

Community Chest Drive, the Victory Clothing collections, the Emergenc.y Food 

Collections, and a host of other activities. What a thrill it is to be a part 

~ of this great .communityl What an experience in democratic living we enja,y when we 

join forces for that which is good and constructive. A hundred times over we have 

proven that if we want to do something, if we have made up our mind to put across a 

program, there is no power that can stop us. It seems to me that somewhere I read 

where a great American said (quote) ''We have it within ourselves to make this world 

over again." (end of quote). You and I know that is a great challenge. I for one 

know, however, that before we can make the world all over again, before we can assure 

ourselves of international peace and good will, we ·must begin at home, because it is 

here in our own city, on our own main street--on Hennepin and Nicollet Avenues--

that we lay the groundwork and build the foundations of a strong Ameri~ 

There are those today who are talking about a depression or a recession. There 

are those who view the future with fear and apprehension. People are constantly 
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looking to Washington for help and guidance. We say it this way--pass a law for this 

or that, and we look to Congress or to the assembly of the United Nations for our 

security. I wonder how many of us have thought about the operation of our own 

municipal government. Isn1t it quite obvious that if we here in Minneapolis cannot 

so govern ourselves as to produce the type of a program that will make a better city, 

that this within itself will ha-we some effect upon the national pattern? It has 

always been ~ philosophy that we make our contribution to a better world and a better 

society by beginning at home. Such matters as juvenile delinquency cannot be solved 

in Washington. This is a problem which rests in each and every home in the city 

and in each and every agency and institution of our civic life. We will make better 

citizens by strengthening our own coliiJilunity, and by searching out the points of 

infection and corruption in our own city. It is up to us here in Minneapolis to so 

strengthen our educational, recreational and social services that we provide a whole­

some environment for every citizen. In this manner we directly participate in 

building a better America. Problems of unemployment and labor management relation­

ships are, of course, national in scope and importance, but if we here in Minneapolis 

can provide new jobs for willing workers, if we can work out a pattern of cooperation 

between labor and management, we will have made a direct contribution to the 

national welfare. I think it is onlY fair to say that already we have gained recog­

nition all over the nation for the splendid record that we have been able to maintain 

in this post-war period of production and of peaceful relationships between our manage­

ment and labor. There isn't a city in the nation which has had a better record. We 

cannot be content, however--we must move alo~g to even greater accomplishments. 

It has been a great honor and privilege to be Mayor of this city. Mrs. Humphrey 

and I shall be ever grateful to the people of Minneapolis for the trust you have 

placed in us and the honor which you have bestowed upon us. I have but one wish, 

and one desire--to serve all the people of this fine city to the best of my ability, 

to dedicate ~ time a~d my efforts to the enrichment of the lives of all of our 

citizens. 
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The government of the city of Minneapolis should serve all the people, and 

that means that it should serve labor as well as it serves business--it · should 

serve the poor man just as well as the rich man. It t..s been with your help and 

your understanding that Minneapolis has faced its daily problems and bas planned for 

tomorrow. Minneapolis can and will move on to a gr~ater future. We will continue 

with our program of industrial expansion and community redevelopment. Together 

we will meet our problems of housing and of public health. We will improve our 

parks, our libraries and educational facilities. Together we can and we will 

revitalize our municipal go~n~e must have faith in each other and trust 

and confidence in our ability~to be masters or our own destiqy. 
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