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FROM: Mayor Hubert H., Hunmphrey

GRADUATING INTQ D% QOMMUNIZY

He one needs to tell young people that they are entering
an uneasy and unhappy world, VWar, fanine, and fear still stalk
this %roubled universe,

But someone does need to tell young people that these
enormous »roblems can he solved and that $they can help to solve
then,

VYhat can you do? What can you do to eara peace, cbundance
and freedon for yourselves and your childrent

Let's start sut with a definition of the word democraey,

Denocracy is goverannent of the people, By the people, and
for the people, I think the most important part 1s “"hy the
people,® Docause if government 1s net By the pecple, it will
not bve of the people or for the wveonle,

¥hat do I nmeant

I mean that if people don't run thelr government for their
owna benefit, zomsone else will run it for hils benefi%, Dicta-
tors proniaze everything in return for complete power., But once
they get power they give very little in return, Men with abso-
lute power sare gorrupted by i%, and they always end up doing
great evil to everyone including themsgselves,

Jenocracy fg a system that makes it possible for the neople
to control and direct the men who hold politieal pewer~«the

elected officlals of government, W¥While our public officilals are

not perfect, they do have to tos the uark; if they don's, too
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maay plain eitlzens fiand out about 1% and vote against them at
the next election,

Jemoeracy, we %hink, is the best political system, dut 1t
is also the nost demanding system, 1% demands $hat all of 1ts
¢itizens spend time and energy in lsarning about aal participate
ing in the processes of governmens, Thls is not impogsiinle,

Phe histcery of denoccragy shows that the ordinapy cliizen can bee
sone an active part of his goeveransat,

Aowever, tho place where he muast stard 1s ia his own local
governments I% 1s Lere where ke can see, hear, and fesl the
probloens, It 1s heys where he can leara the dslicate technignes
of coapepation end leadership, 1t is here that he muset first
8how that he gan nmake democraey work in hils own community,

S50 T am saylag that you (21l of you) must make democracy
worlte If you don't, no one else will, And you must make it
wvork first in your own local goveranmens,

IZ you can't build a sound and good political house in your
ovn neighborhood, you will never be able to o on %o build the

imposing strueture of world peace and happiness,
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