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Communi ty chest? What's that got to do with me?

The Mayor's supposed to take care of the town---why should I
worry about 1t?

Who cares about how the eity's run -- it's how the country's
run that counts.

Tomorrow Is Yours.....a program for those young people socon to
be the parents, businessmen, housewives, and leaders of their
community, A progran<to remind you that what you do today

determines what you are tomorrow. And remember --

Tomorrow -- Is Yours!
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And now we t;kc greiéjplagaure in introducing our gusst
commentator for tod@y'a'pfbgran....the HONORABLE HUBERT H.
HUMPHREY, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF MINNPAPOLIS...

Mayor Hul@hrey.u r ?

Thank you, and good arternoon, young people. What we're going
to talk about tqday ga a pubject dear to By hesrte--your
conmunity and mine.‘ Porhapa we should begin by ssking exactly
what is a community? ‘ 3

Community? I gqess that's a city or a town or sonething....
That's tru€~en¢&gh----as far as it goes. But a community is more
than. just ; ?zoup of builﬂings or a lot of streets and storose
A_ggggnnisy 13 primarily a group of people---yes, just plain
psople--=-and all the stores and houses and streets are

eimply things to help make life better for those peOplq)( That's
the first thing to remember---that your community is made up_g{
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geogle, living togg!per and working toqether-ﬁﬁuyeaj and in a
democracs‘r) governing themselves together.— It seems that host
people enjoy living together,’t'ﬁ;-enjov living in
communities more than they do living by themselves, &o we've

N Akt Qrredmast :

hzd a great movement---it's still going on =-- of people
coming into the citles and towns to 1ivey eld=ou i umSnuNETE
TSR

Kow let‘s steop a minute and take a look at whai this wvart of

the countfy was llke when it was the frontier, a»mé peonlas were
scarce---say abont 709 years sgo. Sure, there wers towns
here and there, Gome of them kére built right up off the ground
by piople coming in'@wagop‘m_. R
Wren a group pt'l'ncwgég_on '.;!ccided to stop and set wp houge-
keeping they inre f'u.;.d wat.h g let of thinmge that had %o be
done, but which couldn't be done by any ane of them W himself.

First of all they had to put up shelter, snd they soon found out
that if they all pitched in together they could Wuild their
houses s Lﬁt fifgg;tn" and a lot hetter than if ther tried to

st mggle aloné one by one. One of the néx? things they ran up

szainst was how they could begin produéirng foed and other things, -

like clothes’ and candles and bulletts, Here agsin, they found e

things varb'{sas_hr it théﬁ(‘worked togethel naewmy choring one
plov awmong’ geveral ?qitmg(?;‘f (Plows nsed to be scarce, vov kiow).
At the seme time they divided their labor, so thet I1nstesd of

every man farming corn or shoeing his own horses, that ore man who

was particularly good #8 a blacksmith would give up farming and
go to shoeing horses for everyone in the community---that is

everybody around those parts. 8o your first towns would

e
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develop & blacksmith shop and a general stSro and ssveral little
businesses that could furnish the farmers around those parts
with goods and services better than the farmers could make
them; and, of ceurse, they would receive payment at first in
actual food---pigs, corn, and chickens, About the same time,

in thess frontler towns,; people began to look For protection

againat thieves and raiders, and for some means of settling

the esult was thst they elacted a staff of ufficlals,lwho were to
gattle diaputes and protect the lives and property of the
eommty.ﬁ?or now 1t was a real cmnity, with people sharing
their wark, gﬁataeting aach other, and helping each other to live
& better 11fe. el é

But that's how thin;s wro[” years ago ==~ what about now?
Yes, vhat's thia havo to go with my community?

0f course tho anwer to that 19 e your commgnity is. the

same one I‘ve boen talkind ahoutw-only it's now grawn-up, more
Hz&&ggjpd and more 222 Essentially, the people of & i

comaunity today uant the Qam. things tbat our grandfathers

¢id, except that now that our caununifits are so crovwded and

eonplicatgd,zzéa;e had to dcvelop othar cooperative aatluqu

in order to keep our people gefe and aatisfied. For 1nstanco,

80 many people living together began to create a fire hagard

and a sanitation problem. Hﬁere vere you going to get enough

pure water for everyone, and how were you going to dispose of all

the refuse of the community? Well, we tackled that problem, too,

—
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and built water nains and sewers end organized a community

thinga that need dcing--uillmcontihue fowcomo-up,and the
compunity will continng to attack them by vlanning and by
working togethar--not hy Jetting someone else do it or
latting someone else tell us how to do it,

o WM’-"%: i SR _3,2;‘:@{.,@!,\'.‘\1‘-'" e B i S T e e “";'\"-_-‘:'-- o Do,
Now; as we 've sesn, o

dhces end diatri

and services g gﬁ; ;tgnk_;q,ffif Lnﬂ wa've see %éff . i»?V”
'ﬁﬁf;e st 1n ® 1n3 because it was *fi»od--to p-a eot
paople f?“':?- g '1“58Q¢ pT murderes f# anpoyed apd o keep
;. ! "' . - I I ;
_;pranirt,ﬁ.-; b?ins ntolqu or by ed upo Lnﬂ ,.'ve alsc seen the
. I s "m -

mepy cages the way 1n whiéh thO(pew prohtoma vere attackad was
through oity gOVtrnaunt aétionn--that 13, the eitizens appointed
nev officials to ungk on the problonn, yr they loansd more
power to the covbmnnont thnn nlready had.
‘for a minute, at what wb do for pach other by means of our

Suppose thet we look,
modern community govarnnqns.... * 3{

Well, it g:as ua prntnqtian«-rrcn robbary and anraer,,.o.and from
five....and 1t helps it ‘fiotedt our heslth.

Yes, through hospitals and pure water and good sewage systems.
Eow about other things besides protection? Look at our parks

and playgrounds. ..and the schools!
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That's right.,.one of the aims of your commmnity government is
to make community life enjoyable. But of course, loecal
government 1sA't the only method of building a better community.

Other, non-governmental, groups are working toward the same ends.

The Community Chest, The Red Crose, the Salvation Army are
exawples of community aetion on a commoh problem--that of poverty.
And such organizations as the Boy Scouts and the Girl Seouts and
the young people's prbgraﬁs of the churches of our communities
all try to provide s better, more exciting and interesting

life for you young people especially. On the other hand, the
conmunity government ig concerned with sxactly the szme problems
as these non-govornncntal orgenigetions; ofien you will findthe
official government-~sthe officials te whom the psople of the
comrunity havs 1oanad ths power or the conmunity-n-working with
volunteer grqﬁps,‘whn'mﬁke auggeationa anﬂ study problens.

In Hinneapoliu, ;or 1natance, we have many of thnse vnluntnar
eommitties, gade up of private citinens interestad in &
particular problem. We ‘have the Hsyor's Council on Human
Relations, wh":.-cﬁ studies the problem of segregation and
discriminat4gn and makes suggestiuns on how te oversome them.

We have a aommit;ee an Housing and one on Law Enforeement, and
another on Juvonile Delinquancy, all made up af private citizens
intesrested in making yéﬁr 1ife ssifer, more interestins, and

more enjoyab}u.;< i S

So you see #hat your local governmeht does is important to you.
Every plan 1t makes is going to A&g"‘ you directly. And every
step 1t falls to take is also going to affect you. Supposo,

for instance, that the city government decides to cut the police
force in half. What would that mean§ to ypu? Possibly something
like this.scssso
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SQUND1 SIREN PULLING IN AND _STQPPING OF POLICE CAR

COP3 ¥hat's the matter, lady?

LADY: (EXCITED) This man came in....and hit my husband....end stole
a1l our cash...What happened to you? I called the police a
long time 8g0cce.

COPs (APOLOGETICALLY) Well, lady we can't be in two places at the
same time....we got here as fast as we could, but (FADING) we
have to cover so much territory, you knoWecacs

C MAYOﬁi;L“h*‘HEI perhaps gsomething like this might happen 1in your community...

WIFE: My goodness-~«here's énather article in the paper ahout how &o
many teschers around tha.country are leaving their jobs for
better pay! ; ; '

HUSB: Yeah! And uhat'hboﬁt_héfq. I heard at the office today that the
eit,'s in sueh bad shiga for money they're going toc have %o ocut
the schoo apprqpriati&n.él. | |

WIFEs I don't know what the children ore going %0d0...es+.1 wish
(PADING) smhody'a 40 something about Ty |

MAYOR: Well, (hat 's tho atory of vhat your community wsans %0 you-~what

your com-nnitg ssrvlee organizations and your loaal government
do for you perspnally.,» '

The next quostiun 1:--1r ynur community is so important to you,
how 1mportanﬁ ]dl?ﬁ:;dto the community? Do you just taks: tt for
granted that your pol;ce force or your water plant or your
duilding 1nspce£ora atllrun along auten@tically, and that sono-
body'll vot;&éhe right man into office? Do you depend on some
one else to make that contribution to the community chest? 1
certainly hope not. Yon 320, your local government is a

democracy, and what you as a voter will do or not do will decide
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MAYOR: vhat kind of a city government and what kind of a community
o you're gqing to have. A democratic government is a kind of
mirror--a mirror which reflecte its citigens. If the govemnment
is corrupt or lazy it's merely reflecting its citizens. 1If
1ts short on finances 1t's because the voters are unwilling to
pay for the advantages ve talked about a month afo. That's one
thing ve've all got to rqnember;-- it's our government---it's
your covernment. In & few more years you'll be the voters, and
the mirror of your local dovarnment will be reflecting wvou.
Let's talk abou# this matter of democracy for 2 moment. Some
peonle may say that local govarnnent is unimportant compared
to the state and natignal governments, —EEE—;Eink of this s

#—”

moment -« '@ ean yon lurn dmoraey bcttor than in loecal

; he aetggna qr the men Women your parents
Velect are right in front qr your eyes, *‘u‘.ynu can see and

government g

feel the rommt of ln eltction 1modiately.b The hest way to
find out how, a domochav warkn, and %o find ont how to keep
democracy, 13 right 1n yonr own commnnity. Lo%al 'movernment is
the core of our whola A@éﬁican democracy. If the core 1s rotten

the whole dcnocracy 3&11 ﬁe rotten¢ It tna cltigens of a

compunity -- and remeqbsr, in a few &hart years yout will be
voting cltizonc--ir tha oitizeng of your commun1t7éan't keap
thelr own town or city an honestlz-run, @fficlent democratic

community, thn‘hov a@o ﬂnny going to nhintain true denncracy on

f!

the state, national ‘and intornational 1uv01? You see, your part

s el

in the community has an added importance. Hot only will you

goon be in direct control vrrlhesssmmmmbey by exercising your
right to vote, but you'll be developing the democratic technique

T——

for use ;nﬂp@h&g% national, and even 1nternationﬂarfairs.

‘I-I"_-.';"‘ HE D
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But of course, your part in the community will not be merely
tb mark one of the names on a ballot-slip, That's a sort of
minimum effort, and, by itself, doesn'% indicate what your true
importance is to the community. In the first place, you will be
important as a tax payer...

Well, Mary, I understand they're going to pave our street soon.

But won't that mean higheér taxes?

Maybe a little....not much., But it's worth paying for to have
a paved road ruh by our house, I'm for it! .

Yes, everything has to be paid for in some way. And our miles
and miles of streets and street-lights, sidewalks and curbs
alone cost a lot of money and effort. Like parks and publie
buildings, the ¢treet sy#tem 1s built ﬁecause the people of the
communlty want it and ﬂeed it, and because they're willing to
pay for 1it. Aftef yous-~=-as a voter-~--have dacided what
improvements are to be'éade in the community, then you-=---as a
tax-payer---will nay'fOritﬁem. That's part of the democratic
process too---sharing the burden of paying for community

improvements, and taking pride that your schools and streets and

your police fozce and firemen are really yours. You're part

¥
o

owner., =#
s

"ur local goverﬁmentq

S e = § i SR

reforns and 1mprovements are thounght out and presented to the

government by groups of interested private citizens. Up oh
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the north side of Minneapolis a walle back, Tor imstance, soms
citizena_dccidad that their shildren wer:s being Toresd to rua
1% the streets beguuse theve wesn't playground room. Well,
they got together and presented an intelligent plan for a
playground to the government, and now they have their children
aff the streets, That's a thing to remember----nohody knows what
toe pinches except the man that's wearing the shoe. It's up to
the people directly concerned to start things moving if the
sommunity officials don't see the prcblem; because a few men
down at citj‘hall csﬁ‘t gee everything. Let me give you another
sxample of how you a;'a éitizen can be important te your
community. Some yeara-agb I used to he & scoutmaster--and
believe me, the boy scouﬁ!'are a real community organigation...
Well, over a period ut six years we had twelve hoys paroled to
us from the juvanilo conrt%. All twelve of those boys would
ordinarily have had to Be to the atate reformatory, bui the
_ people of th!i community, through the scuuta, took thoss boys
in, and they all turnnd oht fine--all of them served in the
armed forces and beea va"uabln eitiseﬁa._ That's community .
2pitita You cans . |
rp!'umdrmi of wo oof hor¥cral‘_,,ff“"@

comaitiee ﬁo the !aprgrﬁwg.in Hinneago_@”f*
1t«-“ﬁﬁ ¢

o Conts cnpiszes oS g,

7 :’. 28 G e i
‘-'. w-,?g'l,, w‘i ﬁﬁgl i;'? i

compunity--and how you are important now, even though you're not
yet old enough to vote. But, of course, it’'s not encugh to know

your own importance to the community and to realize what your

iy 5
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sopmunity mosans. Right new 1s the time o begin thinking avolt

b
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cntelldgent part ia the costsualty of Lowour? Uv.es
T ¥now one thinge-=we can lsarn to imow our ¢ity....wio our

oPTizials ars ené whablihey G0e.. .

Al Plght oW we can Jo‘ln.nmﬂ"q"«”fﬁ'ﬁu..“.-nw..un

APAVEH s40-0e0ss00ey ANA We can study things 1like traffis
preblems and heusing and all those things we'll be voLking on
in a fev yearf..a. |

That's right....now i8 the time %tc¢ bszin digging into this
mnther of munielipsl govifngpnt, and 1o ba Fludying ali Lhose
quastions which keep popping up In a medern cominity, «ne which

1£711 Ve your Joh foms day to answer. Pt your root: Jown inko
il 2

e #01l of your communiiy nowse-learn whet meles 1t Yieke

Get so interested in itttﬁhﬁ yéugll know who Lo voie for end what
to vote tTor. Gel so intgze@ted in 1% thu* you will veleew=<80
wany reople den't "ﬁte,:vou'knﬁw; they Just let sonetody else

do their governing for thfp iné even i you can'% vote yet,
you can kecp nn evs en the IDPRA nnva ent heip out when there's
& hand needed, I7 % '11 ﬁa thess Lbiug-, you'll hsve a community
you aen be proud c’--maﬁmnérafjcs nrﬂg?? sive, and piezasant to
iive Sp. And furtuermnre vcn 11 have s vnrmunt*“ that will ted
eroud of you=wnow and in the t'up when vom take over the direction
of tre camunrit;»ma few yeE,s Prom naw, when tomoryrows 13 yours.

Goodbye and good luck to all of you.
[P BRIEFLY AND TADE.TO BG FOR..w
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You have just heard the Honorahle Hubert H. Humphrey, Mayor
of the c¢ity of Minneapolis, as guest commentator on the program,

"ronorrov'ls Yours.” Heard in the dramtic cast werse:

all merbers of the University Radio Guild., ™Tomorrow Is Yours"
is produced by . o —-and written by William

Connell. Next week the guest commentator will be

- 4n a program on

Your announcer has bLeen
This has been a Himmgt_ztj S8chool of the Air presentation.

MUSIC:. . NE AND RO FINISR. _
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