RADIO CITY
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA

April 14, 1948

Mayor Hubert Rumphrey
127 City Hall
Minneepolis, Minnesota

Dear Mayor Bumphrey:

I hope you have heard as many nice ccmments as I
have in regard to the "Juvenile Delinquency" pro-
gram on which you discussed the Opportunities for
Youth, This is a belated note to thank you for

the splendid and timely advice that you gave parents
during that broadcast, We are most appreciative of
your cocperation,

incerely,

DORCTHY R, SPICEI
Public Relations Direc¥Yor
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RYAll - Good evening, ladies and gentleomen. This is the

in our series of droadcasts on the subject

e Monizht I anm happy to introduce

to you Mayor Hubert H, Hunphrey, who is known as the
youngz man of politics, MNis wonderful record as a pub-
1ie official is not only a tridbute to hime It has been
called a tribute to youths. So 1t 1s particularly ape-
propriate that we have our young Mayor here thls even~

ing %o speak about the prohlenms of young people,

By B He~Thank you very much for those kind words, Dd, You know
I have a leovely wife and four lovaly children, and I
don't particulaziy think of nyself az a young nan any
nore, But I still fesl young, and I guessthat's what
counts, I know some men who are sevently years old who
are atill young, and I know some mare who are only twenty
who are slrsady old,

Bd, I wonder if I can tell my favorite story which

{11iustrates what I neon,

RYAN - Go ahead, Hayor Humphrey. ZIvery program should have at

least one good atory,.

f']xg: - Well, our late great Suprene Conrt Justice was walking
| down the streets of Washington one day and he saw two

ff lovely girle conming along. He was about ninety at the
| time and he turned around %o his friend and said, "“Oh,

{f I were only moventy again." Justice Holmes fought
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in the Civil Yar, and yet his decisions on the Supreme
Bourt bench showed that he understood the modern problems

of the Twentieth Century,

What you are saying is that it 1s inportant to de young
in spizit. How yould you say that you ean tell when

soneone ig young 1in spirit?

I think the thing that shows when o man is really young
is the attitnde that problens can be solved, that we c¢an
get things done, that our country is still full of op-

portunitiesn,.

Well, Mayor, let me ask you the question that 1 am really
Interested in tonight, Do you thing our young people

today are young in spirit?

I don't know whetheyr they are or not, dut I'm a little

worrieds I think our young psople today have nagnificent
opportunities as individuals %o live a good and full l1life
and as nenmbers of this community, the American community

and the world comnunity.

That's exactly the kind of encounraging statenment I wanted
you to make, MHayor Huamphrey. How, suppose you expand on

it and spell 1% ont a little for our young psople,

Pirst of all, I think that there are wonderful opportun=
ities in Dusiness, As a consumer, it always surprises

ne what wonderful things there are %o dDuy, and how useful

they are and good %o look at, You know, if I made more money as
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Hayor, I'd buy nore of them,

Welll just ignore that plug to ¢ot your salary increased}
I agree with you about new opportunities in business, I
am thinking now of the plastics industry, of the soy bean
industry, of radio and television, the new kinds of transe
portation~~and then there is all that new furniture which
ls supposed to £1t your back better--and, of course, there
is atomie energy,

Ve all know and are worried because it opens up
terrible posaibilities for the future, but if we can
master the problens of peace, it will open up wonderful

possibilities for the future,

Yes, 3d, and that reminds me of what Lincoln gteffans
said once, He sald, "Bulld a detter mousetrap and the

world will beat its way to vour doore"

Hayor, I hope we don't give the inpression that we are
saying that every American can become a nillionaire, Ve
are saying that there are still vast horizons for new

products and new markeds,

That's exactly 1%, As our problens inersase, we multi-
ply the opportunity to serve sach other and ourselves,
And I am thinking now particularly of the American Trade

Union movement,

I have been thinking of that teo. I know we both believe
that the trade union movement is herse o stay, and that

it represents a healthy and vital part of our conmuni ty
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lifes I know that ithds come a long way, and that 1t
has 8t%ill got a long way to goe 1ts opporiunities to
serve its menbers and the community are practically

unlinited,

Yes, 3d, I can think of a job the trade union movenment
needeg to do in workers' education, I can think of what
it needs to do %o develop better techniquees of labore
nanagenent relations, I can think of the job it needs
to do %o develop a progranm of better understanding of
the community 1% lives in, And I can aleso think of the
Job the community needs %o do o develop a better under-
standing of the trade unien novement,

Whoether as leaders or simply nendbers, itrade unlonists

hawe nmuch %o give our socisty.

Mayor Humphrey, I have been mafdem wondering what FPather
Hennepin would say if he came to sur State of lMinnesota
today. You know, Father Hennenin was a FPrench fimmmidh
Jesuit missionary who came to Minneapolis in about 1680,
antd I wonder if he would think that everything possidle
hag 9een accomplished and that there is nothing left to

be done,

We could even go Larther back than that, 2d, and wonder
what those brave Norweglane who first sailed and, we
believe, landed somewhere around Minnesota, would feel

if they sav our thriving State today.
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And all our early German and scand inavian innigrantgs--
they nmust have fslt that when they eleared their land,
built their farm houses and reaped thelr crops--they

nast have felt that that was the end of progress,

Yes, I suprose all of our people in every decade have

always felt that the job was done,

But the peculiar thing--and I think this is the
Aneglean attitude~~-1s that we always know that there

is plenty more to do and we keep pushing ahead,

That is strange but true, YWe have a tendency to rest
on our laurels, and yet, at the same time, we keep
pushing aheads I guess you would call it a kind of

aplit personality,

And while we are speaking of Father Hennepin and the
Torwegian sallors and the Cerman and Scandinavian inm-
migrants, we ought to tell our young people of all
races, nationalities and ereeds that Anmerica is the land

of opportunity for all people,

Tos, our Declaration of Independence says that all nen
are equal, and each one of them has the right to hape
piness, I think we Anericans have always believed that
but sometimes we have besn too bdusy or too lazy to prace
tice what we preach, Day by day we are making a better
record, and I thiak our young people are going to outdo
their fathers in thils area of human relations,
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Well, Mayor Mumphrey, I know that you have been twiet-
ing and turning, Just walting for me to ask you a
question about the thing closest to your heart--that
is, the éppgrtnnitioi for young peopls in local

governnent,

T havse been wailting, 3d, But, first, I want to explain
wity T think loeanl government is so importent, I belleve
that local government ia the foundation ¢f democracy,
and unless we build & good Ffoundation the whole building
will erunble, Unless we con nake democracy work in our
own hask yards, we can't make 1% work in Washington or

the United Haiions,

Can I Jjust interrupt you a second there, Hayort
Wouldn't you say that it 1s true that local government
doesn't have the glamor or the sax appeal that national

and international government has?

Yes, that's true, But our young people ought to realize
that at the same time that they think and talk about
world government they ought to be concerned with good
government at home, You know the highways of the world

are feod by the main streats of our cities and villages,

Well, Mayor Humphrey, what can a young man or woman 4o

for local government?

Well, first off, a young man or woman can train himself

to hecone a public servant working for the public goode=
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that is, he can becone a technician or a clvil servant,
Modern goverament is a complicated and involved business
and we need thousands und thonsands of trained people

dedicatsd to serving the publice

How about the young nan or woman who doesn't want to be
a civil servant, but who still wants to do something

tor his loecal governnmeni?

That's an even more important groupe In Anerica we
often f eel that politicians are bad people, and that

good people shouldn't participate in pollitics.

8ay, while you're talking adbout that, Mayor, I read a
poll in a Minneapolis paper sone nonthe ago which says
that an overwhelning majority of American young people
doa't wend to become politiclanse That wonld confirm

your last statement,

Yes, that's what I'm salking about, The reason we have
bad politicians 1s becaunse not enough good people enter
politicse BSome people think thay save thelr good nanes
by not participating in politiecs, but wvhat they do in-

stead igs ruin the good name of the whole community,.

Punpd You've been saying, Mayor Hunmphrey, that local
gavernnent offers a challenge fo our young peoplee
Gan you give me some specific exanples of the job that

8311l has %o be donel
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