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with you about a decision I have made. 

Let me state my decision clearly and simply so that everyone 

may understand: Under the banner of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party 

I shall file as a candidate for the United States Senate in the coming 

elections. To this statement I attach no c ondi tions
1 

Ma qualifications. 
,OJ.. • ..I.tJ./:1-U~-b------~~ 
~·~~ For some months no~ many of you have been helping me to 

make this decision. From all over the state you have sent me messages 

urging that I enter the campaign for the United States Senate. And 

even though I had not yet declared myself, you--as individuals and 

acting through your organizations--have gone on record in support of 

my candidacy. 

To me-1as they would be to any man1-these expressions of 

confidence have been gratifying and heart-warming. 

But they mean more than this. 

For any man who is a candidate for political office is 

part of a common enterprise. And when he declares his candidacy he 

joins in a partnership with all of the people who s~~e his purposes 

and ideals. 

Your expressions of faith and confidence show that you 

are willing to join hands with me in this important political struggle. 

Tonight thousands of friends of the Democratic-Farmer-

Labor Party are gathered together throughout the State. They are deter-

mined that their Party shall be an honest and principled progressive 

organization. 

In these various meetings, plans are being made for the 

ptecinct caucuses of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party to be held one 



week trcm tonight. To those of you aeeting tonight I extend a special 

word or greeting. 

~ have said that I will be a candidate or the Democratic-Farm.er­

La.bor Party tor the United States Senate, but I recognize that the issues 

or this eampaign transcend all partisan considerations. I am a loyal party 

aember, but I will not place rq party above rq colDltl7 or J13' principle~ 

The political party is a Jtechanism for expressing a public policy. The 

approval or this policy llUSt be voted by the peQJ>lle or all sections, .._ 

.... ._. and all groups. 

OUr DFL Party IIUSt be ao steadfast in its loyalty tc democratic 

procedures and hUIIBlli.tarian and liberal progress that it can collllli&Jld the 

respect and the allegiance or the ove~elaing .ajority or our citizens. 

MY measage tonight, therefore, is directed to all the citizens or Minnesota, 

and iB rq campaign I shall seek the advice 8Di coUDBel trom everyone who 

is sincerelY concerned with the pressing issues of our tiae. 

Let us not deceive ourselves. Ho political party aor aqy one 

individual bas a monopolY upon wisdom or political virtue. 

I have -.de ~ decision to become a candidate tor the Uaited 

States 'senate and you have urged me to make this decision because or certain 

critical issues which I wish to discuss with you. 

People everywhere are deeplY troubled about the great national 

and international questions or our time. It is ever aore clear that the 

iaportant business tod&\r is the business of polities. The campaign tor 

the elections h lfovember bas already begun. In state after state citizens 

.... -. have cast their ballots for presidential nominees. lD the comi.Dg 

months parties, progre.JlS alld candidates will be eD.IliJled aDd tested by' 

the people of this country. 
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In liDDesota the people are lookiag carefull7 at the. record of 

the senior Seator of this state. The people of Minnesota have a right 

to demand that their representatives in Congress protect aad advance 

the legit~te interests and aspirations of our state and nation lhat 

does the record of •iDDesota's senior Senator show? The record reTeals -
clearl.7 that the incuabent Senator bas ahoWD an indifference to the 

problems of our veterans, the problellS of our f&rllera, 8.Dd the ditficulties 

taci.Dg our working people. 

B7 his Tote and by his leadership he bas obstructed social aDd 

econoaic progr8.118 designed tor the bettel'llent or all the people. 

" He speaks and votes that phUosopq of govermaent which repudiates 

a workiDg partnership between goverDilent and the people. This ll8ll who· 

once CUlpaigDed as a liberal is now the aatioDal spibol of reaction on 

domestic polia,r. 

lD foreign policy the record of the incumbent Senator is even 

aore alarming. His policies haTe followed a zigzag course that has run 

the C)"Cle from isolationism to interu.tionalisa, and back to isolationism 

again. / 

He stood as the leader of those forces in the united States 

Senate that opposed the European RecOTer;y Prograa. In so doi.Dg, he told 

US to turn our backs upon the suffering of ailliODS of people oppressed 

b.r the atter-.th or war. B7 his actions he has discouraged genuine efforts 

at international cooperation which would strengthen the democratic, political 

and econoaic institutions or Europe. 

The Semator who -.s once proud to call hiuelf an illternationalist, 

is now the apostle or a new brand of isolationism. 

During the course of this cuapaign there will be ample time for 

full discussion of the many JX specif'ic issues and aeasures upon which this 
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judgllent is baaed. The record of the incuabent Senator is clear. IT 

ataDd on these utters is also clear. I am confident that the people 
~- ~--------~-

of llimlesota will weigh these records and their decision will be a wise one. 



The senior Senator is this country1 s spokesman for old-style 

reaction. This old-style reaction has now been joined by a new and strange 

ally-the new style reaction found in the third party. 

if they alone of all people had a mono!>()ly on 

the desire for peace. 

Its leaders tell us that the road to peace is appeasement. 

We have tried appeasement and we lmow that it will not work. . 

Its leaders criticize every act of American foreign policy. 

f a 'g • policy. An honest party mustAcriticize nations including its .... 
01111. 

Americans in every political party dread the thought of a -
third world war. But most Americans will not lose their heads and run to 

the eamp of the appeasement party. Nor will they lose their heads and run -
to a war party. -·-----

V/e are ready-and we shall always be ready-to join in any 

honest program for 110rld cooperation and world government. We too are 

opposed to any program of .American imper:La.lism.. We too believe in the 

century of the common man. But we are not prepared to see the century of 

the common man become the century of the Cominter.n. <In Jlinnesota t~s third party is attempting an incredible 

campaign. This third party which openly opposed the Marshall Plan for 

V European Recovery; this third party which has openly declared that its 

purposes are not the purposes of the ·Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party; ~he::l 



third party which has already declared that it is a separate organization 
-::::-_=- -

with a separate identity; this third party, through its leaders, has said 

that it intends to capture, control, and use, the Democratic-Farmer-Labor -- -
Party of 1finnesota. 

'Dlis is the issue of the D-F-L precinct caucuses to be held 

on April 30. / 

~-~»-
~~flij?!<¥ * 'i?/)eople cannot make a clear decision if 

parties, labels, candidates, and programs, are hopelessly confused. D-Lv1J 

Political ~t survive if the men who control ~ty are at 

the same time openly 'WOrking for another party. 

We .ust recognize this pattern for what it is. This is not an 

isolated problem peculiar to Minnesota. This is a part of a deliberate 

and skilltul program of UDdermining the democratic process throughout the 

Dation ud throughout IIUCh ot the world. This is wey the Democratic­

Farmer-Labor precinct caucuses a week from tonight are so _ important to 

eve.,- citizen of llimlesota.-~ M ~ Q ~ 
~'fk~.\J 

) 
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The people of this state will not support a political pe.rt,- which 

has as the keystoae of ita program the appeasement of the illperialist aias 

of interDational Comnmism. Our people will not support a party or a program 

that would UDdel'JiiDe the hopes of world peace. Our people are deteraiDed 

to plq their part in the rebu:llding of a war-wur;r world. Our people are 

not isolationists old-style, or isolationists new-st7le. Our people are 

neither appeasers nor war aongers. They are neither right nm: J,ert. Th~ 
.-au -ru - ••• ~J.W\lUL- a., I 

belieTe h a llilitant ud vigorous democratic progrUl ofApolitical treed 

for ourselves &Dd other people, and eoonOIIio opportunity for •nkhld ever,-where. 

The people of llinnesota, as well as 1n the nation, are asking 

that those who fight tor the progressive cause develop a political party 

which is decent, clean, ailitant and constructive. 

I pleige J~7selt to this task, and I call upon each and ever;rone 

ot you to join with me. 

As a people we stand at the crossroads of our cirllization. What 

we do in the t.aediate period ahead will determine whether the world can 

avert a ca:taatrophic war or whether we shall create the techniques that 

will bring us lasting world peace. We, as a nation, JIUSt choose betweell~ 

the high road of ge uine interu.tional organization that will lead to a ~ -
secure world, or the low road of isolation1811 and uarrow self-interest 

which will lead to world depression and international uarcby. 

These are days which demand the aost honest, vigorous and 

intelligent sxpression trom our national leaders. This world cannot be 

saved by high sounding phrases of peace, progrtss and prosperity. 

The hope tor world peace rests in a aeaningf'ul aDd effective 

program of action. I mean action in America that develops our hUMil aDd --- ~ -----
physical resources; action that insl:lres an ever expanding econoJB,Y; action en,~ --



.,._. ...,-

that guarantees equality of opportunity; action that builds our u.tional 

' detellSe not onl1' in the Armed Services, but even aore ilrportant, in the 

health and welfare and the seeurit7 of our people.) 

We aust have action on an international level that assures the 

continuation and the atreDgtheB!Bg of the UDited Rations--action in econoaic 

&Dd political teras that provides for the rehabilitation of the democratic 

i.BstitutioDS enJ7Where. We JmSt have action that eabodies within it an 

1mders'tanding that •n does not live b7 bread alone. 

The UDited Statee Seute, the greatest deliberative body in the 

world, should echo with the voices of aen who tight for the preservation 

ot the great -human v.alues of western civilisation. 

We have had enough of aediocrit)" and reaction. We need aen with 

a deep faith in democracy and •n who Ullderstand that duocrae;r is a constant 

challeBge to the illprovaaent of our political, econoaic and cultural institu­

tions. We cannot look to the past. We C&Jmot, becaue of partis8ll8hip, 

blind oursel'Yes to the aistakes that have been aade. e aust be true to 

ourselves, ud true to our faith. 
~ 

To 118 is given the opport1Udt7 to revitalise aDd rebuild a great 

progressive political force. 

This is our challenge. This is our responsibility. •it~ a 

belief ill ourselves, in our people, and in the d•ocratic faith b.r which 

we live together we shall go forward to co.plete this task. 

It is in this spirit that I declare 7q C&Ddidacy for the UD1ted 

States Semte. 

* * * * * 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


