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I am very happy to be at Grinnell College today as a
memhgr of your symposium on "How to Prevent World War III",
particularly happy, because here in the great Midwest in that
area which has been traditionally called a center of isolation-
ism, you are calling together a nationwide conference to con-
sider the great and awful problems of foreign policy and inter-
national politics that confront us today, 7You give the lie to
that stale, flat untruth that the Midwest still possesses an
isolationist mentality, Although we are gathered here today in
solemn conference to ask how the world civilization can live,
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we are at least celabrating‘thejﬁrurial of isolationism, And 3¢
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it is particularly ﬁgﬂﬁ;;:i:&g that thinkers from all over our
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nation should be called here today by-lowa to discuss the prob-
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The question to which I am to speak is: What kind of a
future do we want? I realize that the whole conference will be

discussing the question of whether we are going to have a future,
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and that I am givéena more optimistic subject which

there will be.gnfutdm, Nevertheless our themes are connected

Miew :
and relatad‘ QAWZ{;Meu answer the guestion "What Kind

LP
of a Future Do We Want?", you will y&ﬂﬁass determine whether you

will have a future, This I can say: That those who cling sel-
—r

fishly and stubbornly to the past will have no future, If we ’ﬂ?}
want a future, we must be prepared to give up some of the past,

When I speak of the future, I am not speaking of the long-
run future, I am not speaking of that glorious day when we all

own helicopters, live in glass housés, and do our work by push

buttona; partly because I would find that kind of future uninteresting
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and partly because I am no Utopianes I am not going to sketch

th£% blueprifi-of that haépy world without conflict or problems;

I wish rather to speak of certain short-term goals, John

Maynard Keynes once said that in the long run we'll all be dead,

He was saying this in answer to the classical economists who

assured hungry people that in the 1°ﬁ§ ;un the economic system

would right itself, gé;né&sgzgigznghailan obsession with far
distant and impractical goals usually keeps us from doing any-

thing at all???ﬁbe Chinese proverb says that a journey of a

thousand miles begins with one steps, Those who have their eyes
glued to the far horizon find that their legs are paralyzed atIELT ”if
the prospect of the enormous distance before them, Today, with éféi
the atom bomb, problems of an industrial civilization, the

terrible upheaval of a post-war world, and the resultant moral
confusion, many men and women find that they cannot take the

first step, The goal of freedom, peace, prosperity and happiness
seems too distant, Let us remember that the Journey of a theousand

miles begins with one step and that the process of living is in
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I should like to discuss with you some of the beginning ﬂ?’I

steps we must take, They are hard and painful, dbut they will
push us on the way,
We won the war; we are not winning the peace, This is
the simple proposition which confounds and bewilders every one
of uss What we mean is the thing we fought and were killed for
ies now being lost, Why war--if not for peace? JXnd if peace, does

not follow the war, then why war? Why the terrible destruction,

killing and misery, poverty and disease and infinite human suf-
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fering? This is the simple and terrible riddle that mystifies
us,
" The mystery bﬁfomes even greater when we realize that our
will to win the peace ;;;;wifas strong as was our will to win the war,
We lack the energy, the drive, the imagination, and capacity for

sacrifice that characterized our successful campaigns in the second
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MMT; World War, We do not wage peace with the same Passionate intensity
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with which we wage war, We have lost our unity of purpose--the sense

of belonging to the same community with the same goal, Let us face

P@ﬂwmﬁZEWZZe facts frankly, The end of the war found us living in a moral
of ¢  vacuum, The peace which should have been a climax to the war
il was really an anti-climax, and when peace came we did not know
Eﬁ%whf Hynat $o do with it because we did not know what we wanted to do
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‘4§bf:ﬁith ite Many of the men and women who risked their lives for
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~—~~ the community would not: even take time out to vote for the com-
munity, Men--yellow, black and white-—1o equally risked their
lives on the battlefield now became menbers of minority groups
with second class privileges, The citizens who worked overtime
and double time to feed the arsenals of warfare now took vaca-
tions, To the war we gave our all; to peace we give considerabdly
less,

Now I know that we can explain this in terms of fatigue,

I know that we can say we wanted to resume our interrupted lives.,
In fact the slogan was "back to normaley", 3But that is exactly

the point, A movement going baeck to normal will only find the
A
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Today the airplane, the telephone, telegraph and radio
have brogght all the inhabitants so close to each other that the

Biblical question "Who is my neighﬁor?“ can be rephrased to ask,

. "Who is not my neighbor?® And in this small world we are being

crowded and pushed by hostile philosophy--the philosophy of Com-
munism, One of the most grievous errors of our time has ﬁeen to
regard Communism as an economic doctrine, It is not., It is an
economic, social and political doctrine, As such it offers a
moral, nod merely an economic, challenge to the West, It is easy
fo say that there is little morality in Communism, That is true.
Lenin himself argued that the end justifies the means, and that
fraud, deceit, and cruelty are legitimate weapons in the revolu-
tionary struggle. The Communist movement today is a movement ut-
terly lacking in prineciple, In the name of social justice it

has terrorized and brutalized its own people and those of other
nations, It has detenched its art and literature, It has produced
greater inequalities than fhe capitalistic system, It has-revived
pPagan worship of its temporal rulers and finally given to the
world the definitive example of what we today call the poliée
state,

But even though all these things are true about Com-
munism, it still presents a moral challenge, TFor it is a faith--
a religious faith--a dogmatic faith--and it is always on the move.
It cannot be met, it cannot be stopped by simple conservatism,

A conservative is rizht when he sﬁys our scociety and all its faults
is better than any Communist society. But he is wrong if he tﬁinka

Just saying that is sufficient to defeat the spiritual challenge of
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Communism, In sports we say the best defense is a good offense,
And this is also true for politics, Wherever there is injustice--
social, economic or political--there is a political vacuum into
wvhich the organized resources of the Communist group go. Wherever
there is injustice, there are potential Communists waiting %to De
converted to the "faith®", Because the Communist answer to injustice
is a good answer? No, but because it is an answer, And if |
there is no other answer, then the Communist answer will win, If
all other claimants to the position of moral leadership default,
then Communism will take undisputed possession of the field,

The only way Communism can win is by democratic default, That

is just the way in which it can win,

If later history records the victory of Communism, 1%
will not say that Communism won., You cannot win if there is no
opposition, It will say that democracy defaulted, Let me give

L
you an example,

The inability of western civilization to meet a moral
challenge was demonstrated by the Maginot Line philosophy. This
philgsaphy saids The best defense is simply to maintain what we
have., It was a philosophy which permeated all of Europe, Its
slogan was "do nothing," It glorified inaction, and it maintained
the only good change was to go back farther into the past, History
tells us only too clearly that the Maginot Line philosophy was no
ﬁatch for the dynamics of German warfare, German fascism was
barbaric and evil, but it was inventive and imaginative, It
created so many new techniques of wyrfare that the French never

knew what hit them., In the competition of milimry warfare Germany
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I am very happy to be at Grinnell college today to seriously

seek with you the Mhow" of preventing W?rld War three, I am especially
happy, in fact, that this particulr symposium is being held in Grinnell,
Iowa., 1Iowa, as part of the great Midwest, has been traditionally
termed the center of American isolationism, Our invitation here is
further proof that Iowa's mental iron curtain is a tradition long dead.
Here today in Iowa, we gather from all over the nation to discuss the
porblems of internationalism, What used to be the stamping zrounds

of isolationists is now the meeting place for internationalists,

And as we meet wi‘h each other in this ecmference to discuss the

great and terrifying problems that beset us, we can at least start

with confidence that America ig moving forward: we have left behind

the horse-and-bugzy age of isolationism,

I am starting more advantageously than most of t.p »program ppeakers,
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.=¥9v'fhe question to which I have been asked to form some answer

presupposes opiimism, It asks: "What kind of future do we want}®
and it surely must imply that we are really going to have a future
Q*;g%i_ns,l o

after all, Bui/the kind of future we want #» not only necessitates
our having a future. $Eswestxixsgpoiatsmatskhns It is alsoc the other
way around, Knowing the kind of future we want is also necessary if
we are to have that future at all, For this should be clear to
everybody--that if we try to make our tomorrows look like some vague
and nostalgic remembrance of our yesterdays, we shall make nothing

at all, If we want a future, we must be prepared to give up something

of the past,
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But we, today, have no goal and what is mor are generally in
a moral stalemte that keeps-us from even moving the small steps
ahead that lead upon the long journey toward world peace. //
‘{("Mw A Yet we are the same people who stepped out bol@by, with assurahce,
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with energy and with imagination to win the greatest war in world historye
The moral conviction behind that enerpgy, that assusance, that courage

’surely have carried over to the peace, must

&and great effort must
surely be with us now in pur great task to painfully build a new, poed
worlde But it is not. Our moral convjction that drove us to wictory

WE 4KE Po MOT Doinb qurthiveé — Epo. s H,
is no longer with us,(and we are not building a gmm new world and
what's more if our wartime morality was with us, we would nevertheless
faile <+t would not be enough.

[ ! ;
’#No For look bagk and analyzi)your wartime self. Examine and
(?issect}attitudes and remember what you felt.l‘ﬁhat you.will find,
I'm sure, is a simple morality of comparisonj| youx will find a
decis ion based éimply o1 necessitye. “ou will find a foreed decision,
one that was born of a sneak attack against us, one that put the
issue to us point blank: do you let our civilization go under or
alternative to action
do you move dynamically to protect it. <“nd the eftdemxm mx nmnz xids
was concentration camps, and murder of minorities, and dictatorship
supremacy of a few nations over the world. 4nd the evidence on the
by defending it
other side--for maintaining our civilization %brxemghkzktx military

defenzax* was a high standard of living, & high degree of personal

f liberty and a reasonably high degree of governmental respnnéibility

&
f/%u bz to the people¢. To most Americans, the decision was not difficiilte.

Fmeed with a "conquer or be conguered" choice, LAmericans conciousl
q 3

and uncounscio sly weighed the wvalues of the two civilizatipn ffered, '
oue X e
and Americans consciously or unconsciously decide hat our way © 2

living was worth'a devwastating war to protect.
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Given the nature of that decision--its simple negativeness=-=-that

forced to choose betwaan_a'fasbiat civiliz;tion and our own, we chose
our own--also forcedtiewhote attitude Xewsrdxthexwmr which we held
toward the war. That-attitude can bé pictured in the =im often-
repeated slogan or battle cry that we held on to, \the battle cry
of "unconditional surr§nder“- Enzhaxingxzxd® For we made the
decision,efzwax the choice of civilizationsy®=-=-the choice of the
l=zsser of two evils, if you will----not when we were prepared to
make & decision, and not when we cm 1ld say, "Our way of‘lifa is
prepared to stand judgement™ ¥t and we are proud to stand for
its code of ethics and its standard of values." ‘ﬁo; we made the
choice between Americanism and éermanism or Japankseism when they
foreed us to make it. And our choice was a simple weighing in of
evidence. And, having decided that the comparison favored what we
a dynamic civilization of evil having forced us to stand judegement,
had,/it was natural for us to feel that the only evil %m we had to
face, the only threat to peace and %o the good life was German,
Italian and Japaniese fascisme And so the ery for “uncondi?ional
surrender”--if that was all we had to fear, we better tear it out
by the roots and trample down every possible vestige of its beinge.
And so we did. They foréed us to make a chotte between ruthless
fasecism and our own kind of Beiing,'we made that choice and wiped
out the particular ruthless fascism tha£ forced oﬁr decisicone. And
we wipegzmuxik find now that we are impelled beyond our power to resist
dpparently, toward the same kind of decision =3 we were forced to make

&in 1941.

ﬂEMﬁ1!9E We are doing little or nothing to build a civilization right
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;ﬁﬁdlgfhera that we can at any time put to.a decision--that we can at any
pett

@l"ﬁ‘ time say to the world: the values our world lives by are! the great

6QLK “Lti and true values of mankind. Instead, we wait as we have waited all
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the years of our nationhood, We wait for a dynambe, constantly moving,

| constantly challenging civilization to say to uss Make a decision, my
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