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A few days mge I nade a speech cut in Western linnesota in the
course of which I spoke about ocur great cocperatives, and the hard
blows they have suffered~---at the hands of the unfriendly Republican
Congress that is about to pass into history.

Afterward a farmer came up to me, and he said that he was a little
confused, He showed me e pamphlet—-it was 2 message from the senior
senatcr from Minnesote to the fermers of our State. A pamphlet that
was supposed to tell the farmers where kir. Ball stood on the issues of
the campaign.

Well, after I read the pauphlet, 1 was confused----but nct for
very long.

This panphlet alsc talked about cocperatives, And it said that
¥r, Ball was against any change in the nethod of taxing co-opg——==
and the pauphlet quoted a speech Mr, Ball nade last January, to prove
to the fermers that was his stand.

ihat confused ny faruer friend——--esnd shocked ne----was thig—————
Joe Ball said last January that he WANTED to change the taxes on
cooperatives, HE WANTED T¢ TAX THEIR SAVINGS. That's exactly the
opposite of what his pauphlet quoted hin as eaying.

I an arprised to find Mr, Ball trying to focl the farmers by uis-
queting his own speech. They reuenber-—--although he seeus to think

they have forgotten-~--the storu that speech touched off among the



cooperators in this state.

Here's what Mr, Ball did eay: "I believe that all co-ops should,
as a conditinn to having their savings exempt from federal corporation
taxesy be required to distribute such savings annually to their patrens
in patronage dividends,"

T hat's what the senator said last January.

He said he would favor taxing ell cooperatives that didn't pay
out their savings every year,

I suggest you write his headquarters and ask for a copy of hie
January 21, 1948 speech and see for yourselfy 4nd if the Senator is
bashful about sending it to you, write to me in Minneapolis and youill
get it.

Ball's position was the saume as that of the “atirnal Tax Equality
Association, The associatien—-;—aa we all know, is the worst eneny
the cooperstives ever had, The assocciation has been putting pressure
on Congress for years, trying to get that kind of tex.

Cur senior senator supported the association, He went over to the
enenies of the co-ops, But when all the co-ops criticized his speech,
the brave Mr, Ball, tke courageous Mr..Ball changed his nind.

He hedged his position a little, and he seid, on February 18,
that the co-ops could keep their savings in the business IF every single
neuber of the co-op gave written peruissinn,

T het didn't fool the kinnesota Associaticn of CUsoperatives. They

knew it was the saue scheue dressed up in & new nask,



The Association said, "Senator Ball's propssal if made into lew,
would grant the individeul patron immunity from his responsibility
while granting hinm all the privileges."

In short, the senator wanted to place every co-cp in the state of
- Minnesota at the mercy.of cne single member. Mr, Ball wanted to allow
a single nan to block the democratic decieion of a majority.

Those were the two positions Mr, Ball took on cooperative taxation
in two months,

New I have not seen today's pepers, so I can not discuss his pre-
sent position on cooperatives, and cooperative taxation, 4nd in any
case, it probably is not worth while to follow the Senstor's mystical
uentel processes cn this subject.

In fact, I think I will withdraw what I said & few nmouents ago
about Mr, Ball fooling the faruers, It seens much more kindly~—-—-
end likely it 1s clcser to the truth——--if we just say "r. Ball is
confreed ,

And that he is not fooling anybody but hiuself,

Let us turn from this nystical men who nisquotes his own words,
to something there is no doubt about.

To e position that has not chenged, and is not going to change

and that is ny own stand on cooperatives,
Our Minnesntes cooperatives are one of the grest assets of cur state,

one of the great works our farners have set up for their own benefitmea

and for the benefit of all our people.



OJur cooperatives protect the farmers from the bandits of big
business; they give our farmers a fair chance in the narket. Thay
protect all our people from the dangers of monopoly--—--from high
prices and market rigglug. from dbulls who try to corner the supply,
end from bears who try to drive prices down, to ruin the faruer on
one hand, so that they can rob the city peocple on the other,

Our cooperatives are democracy in action----md under a deuo~-
cratic government they will be secured and protected.

I believe the present tex laws are fair toward cooperatives, and
I will fight any scheme-~--like those advanced by the Senatore=——to
harass them with new taxes, or with tricky new clauses in the old tax
lawe,

As we secure and build up our cooperatives, we secure our whole
econorny: .They have their part in a free and strong Aumerice,

T hey ask——-—-end we nust see that they get—---only a fair chance

to play their part.
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