TEXT OF ADDRFSS BY HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, CANDIDATE FOR UNITED STATHES SENATE,
' KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Tuesday, October 5, 1948, 8 P.M,
(Originating in Bemidji)

Fellow-citizens:

In the last several weeks, since the opening of this campaign, I have been
in all sections of the state. I have spoken in literally hundreds of cities,
villages, and towns, I have visited with people in all walks of life-- farmers,
workers, business people, professional men and women-- and I have discussed
with them the important issues of our time,

_ Wherever I have been-- whether attending the Fillmore County-Fair at Albert
Lea, or a rally of Steelworkers in Hibbing, or a meeting of the Farm Bureau in
Wabasso, or a gathering of professional people in St, Paul-- I have found a
persistent note of anxiety, a worried and apprehensive outlook abouf the future,

The people of our stater- as elsewhere in our nation-- are raising a basic
question., They are searching anxiously for a clear and meaningful program that
will give new purpose, new vitality, and new gonfidence to our dempcratic way
of life,

There are many issues in this campaigne. They are issues that concern our
foreign policy and our demestic economye I have discussed the various specifie
issues in detail, striving always to make clear why they are important to our
future as 2 free nation. And, in future broadeasts, I will deal further with
the important aspects of the specific questions.

Tonight I want to do more than just set forth ny position on the measures
that will be before the 8lst Ccngress, Tonight I want to discuss them in a
broad and meaningful framework,_to relate them to the needs and the hopes of the
people of our state,

I want, in short, to give you my philcsophy of govermment-- a philosophy
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which is, I think, the philoscphy of America, Becausc it is only in this con=-
text that the specific issues of the campaign have meaning.

It ;a Tfitting that this keynote address should be given here in Bemidji,
in the-ﬁesigin~pas¢ of the state, out of which have come in past generations
So many progressive movements that are native to the American spirite.

It is fitting, toc, that the keynote address be given in the land of the
legendary Paul Bunyan, because the story of Paul Bunyan is the steory of the in-
compareble determination of the American peoples And these are days which
demand imagination, energy, devotion, and, above all, confidence in pur own
strength and in the promise of our way of lifs,

There is nothing strange nor novel nor new about my philosophy cof govern-
ment. It is as cld as our nations It is as old as the idea of individual
liberty that gave birth to our democratic form of government ,

But it is a philosophy, an approach, which needs constantly to be restated,
It needs constantly tc have new applications, new interpretations, new vitality.
And, under our form of government-- where the pepple select, by their free vote,
the men and women who are to reprosent them in the halls of Congress-- it is
the office~holder and the office-seeker who must provide these ncw applications,
this new vitality,

We must insist, therefore, that the candidates who stand for high public
office shall ccme forth with honest, simple, direct statements of their political
philoscphy, because today throﬁghcut the world threec fundamentally different
ideas are competing fer supremacy, And, if we who believe in democpacy lose
this struggle cn the ideological level, we shall lose the entire battle,

At the heart of my philosophy is the belief that the richness of our
country is in its people. To me, democracy is the means that enables us to

unfold and release the talents and abilities of every person so that they may be



used fully ana constructively in the pursuit of individuel happiness and com=-
munity well-boinge To me, democracy is the key that unlocks the storehouse that
holds the seccret trecasures of our human resourcces.

This understanding of democracy-- this commitment tec the belief that each
individual is entitled to & station of dignity and self-respect in our nation--
I have carried with me during mv experience as Mayor of Minneapolis,

In administering the affairs cf a c¢ity of a half-million people, I dis=-
coverad agein and have come to appreciate more fully the deep meaning of the
democratic ideaes Here arc people-- five hundred thousand individuals-- each
with his own problems, his own aspiretions, his own nceds, his own perscnality,
and his ovn individuality=-- each searching always fcr the activity, the work,
that will give greater meaning to his cwn life and to the life of his communitye.

We have come to understand that the government, whether it be the township
beard or the municipal council, the state legislature cor the national Congress,
is not something reroved from and epart from the jndividuals who meke up the
community. We have learned the real meaning of the idea that the government is
the servant of the pecple.

We learned, for example, that, if the people want to rid their cocmmunity of
the influences of the underworld, and, if their clected officiels ars henest and
faithful to them, the jcb can be done.

Wie learned, too, that it is possible to achieve harmeny and understanding
between business and labor, if government is used in a ccnstructive, democratic
fashion.

We lecrned that it is pussible, where the public cfficials ere preparszd to
work with community lcaders, to institute progreéms and adecpt legislatiorn that
strengther. the human relations among our pecople.

We learned, in sheort, that government can be a positive, constructive force




in the improvement of ove iadividuszl =nd cn:muhitp lives,

But we alsc 4-s2evered that we live in a scclety that has become highly
complicated., Bach crf us. in this day of muss production and rapid cermuunication,
is dependent uwpon evervone else for the food we eat, for the clothes we wear,
for the sesvices we enjoy, And, similarly, the cities arc dependent upcn the
state and national governmonts for assistance in dealing with the problems that
concern the day-to-day living of +he pecple.

We lezrned that the preblems of housing, of the cost cf livirg, of old age
security, cf proteeticn against unemployment, of an acdequate tax base for cur
nunercus services-- these problems are the concern of +he entire nation and nust
be declt with on a national basise

As our society has beccme more complex, as each of us as individunls has
become more dependent upon the joint activity of all tho othor individuals, we
have turned to geoverament fer help in many fields of endecvor. Over the years,
government has been called upon to control the ratos charged by railrcads, to
subsidize needed industries, to provide publiec education, to establish practices
of fair trade, to build highvays, to establish broad vrograms tlat would protect
us frem mass unemployment, to control unfair przetices on the steck market, to
ensure the bank deposits of the small, average person, and to perform a hos: of
cther scrvices,

Now government has beecme part of our thinking, part of ocur accepted pattern
of life, We look tc gevernment as a netural partner in the affairs of cur com-
munity-- cn all levels, local, state, and national,

But we must raise some soricus questions, becauss there are dengers on the
read of governmental participation in the affeirs of ocur peoples e rmst ask,
what is the preper role of governnent? VHill the undertaking of specific projects

curtail or expand cur cherished freoodoms? Which particular acts of our gevern-



ment will broaden the framework of democracy, whicih will nerrow it?

Now there are those who speak on these questions in an irresponsible way.
There are those who say-- during the pericd of an election campaign-- that I, too,
am for social security, for inereusad old age pensions, for an adsquate housing
program, for adequate assistance tc cur veterans- Rub. then. they make as their
first order of business the oppositicn to these measures because, they say, the
adeption of thess measures will restrict the area of cur freedom, Or they say,

I am elsc for reducing the exponditures of gevernment, and roduction in expendi-
ture must come before these specifiec humanitarian measures,

There are those whe talk about government as the "dead hand." They talk
about autometic econcmie forces that adjust supply and demand. They talk about
government having no proper place in the adoption of eonstructive progrems of
heusing, soil conservation, rurel electrificaticn, or human relstions,

I say to them that government is not the "dead hand." It is, it ﬁust be,
the werm heart cf cur naticns We must, by cur joint effort, make government the
living hand that offers us protection and security by helping us, 48 individuals,
to work and to live together,

The American society of the Twentieth century is & complicctad mechanism.

It is a society that can erush and distort the individual perscnality. We can,
if we follow a policy of drift, be swept intc a mass-maclstrom that would destroy
the whcle of the democratic concepte

As a result, therc are thcse who-- lacking courage and lacking insight--
would retreat to the Ninetsenth century. They talk about freedom with a glibness
that is matched only by the shallowness cf their thoughte They rail agasinst
labor for seeking a better life, but they have nct one eritical word for the
alamming ccneentraticn of wealth in our nation. They raise a banner, upon which

they have inseribed the word freedom, and loudly shout down the attempts of the
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The role of a democratic government must be one that undertekes the
responsibility for marshalling our roscurces—- human and material-- tc make it
possible for each American tc¢ live the full life. We have the abundance, we
have the skills, we have the vitality, What we must have is renewed faith in
cursclvesy an understanding that freedem cannot exist without security and that
Security cannct exist without freedome. We must discover and develcp the tech-
niques, the methcds that will enable us to realize our hopes and still not lose
our heritage of freedom.

I have said that in the world today there arc +hrce fundamentally different
philosophies of government competing for supremacye.

On the extreme right, we find those who believe that government belongs
to a small group, that our public polieies should be controlled by thoese whe,
in sume manner-- perhaps because cf their wealth-= are especially equipped for
the role of governinge These people weuld deny full sccial, econcmic, and
political participation t¢ these who are of different skin or of different
nationelity. They do not believe in the dignity of the individual. They are

impatient with the democra‘ic waye. They fear in their hearts the power that
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the pecple have in a democracy. They worship at the shrine of concentrated wealth
and would, if they had their way, give cver the determination cf publie poliecy o
those with the greatest perscnal econcmic stake.

The most virulent form of the extreme right philosophy is what we call
Fascism. But it cxists in milder, if no 1less dangercus forms. It reached its
extreme under Hitler, But it did not die with the defeat of Hitler. Thec s=zds
of this philecsophy of government cxist wherever there are people who believe that
cne race 1is superior to another, who believe that the people are not fit to govern
themselves, whc exalt cur nationalism or the naticnalism of any nation above the
humanitarian needs of the entire world.

The seeds of Fascism exist in the unccnscivnable concentration of economic
power in the hands of a few, powerful corperations. The seeds of Fascism exist
wherever there are people who would deny the civil rights guaranteed in our Con-
stitution. The seeds of Fascism cxist wherever there are those who say, with
glibness, "labor is a commedity."

The second philosophy competing for supremacy in the world-- that of Communism,
on the extreme left-- is the twin ¢f Fascism., They have sc mueh in cormmen. Both
exalt the idea of dictatorship. Boeth have conteﬁpt for the demceratic process.
Both deny the dignity and integrity of the individual person. Both deny human
valuese Both meke the most ruthless use of any technique, however barbaric or
eruel, to advance their cause,

Both weuld resurrect ancient forms of enslavement in modern dress. Both
advence their cause with the false cry that they seek to serve the pcuple.

Our conecept of government, our phileoscphy f demoeracy rejects with equal
vigor both Fascism and Communism. Ve see them as two sides of the same counterfeit
coin. Ve see them as enemies allied together in a conspiracy agazinst the econtinu-~

ance ¢ our freedom.
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Ours is not a middle course, 2 compromise between Fasdsm and Communisn.
Such philoscphies admit of no conpromise. Ours is a couwrsec of henesty, of
decency, of respect for people_and for human values. Ours is a philosophy thas
says, we believe in the people, we believe in education, we believe in truth and
honesty and the other cgld-fashioned virtues. We believe that all people are
entitled tc sharc in the life of their community and their nation. e believe
that, in the end, cur course-=- the humeane, decent coursc-- will triumph, and that
we will gain final supremacy, beccause our philoscphy is consistent with the
hopes and dreams of all mankind, everywhere, because cur philosophy is part and
parcel of Christian ethics and morality.

When we turn tc the matter of feoreign pelicy, we find the most dramatic and
most significent application of our philoscphy. We are tcday challenging the
anti-demccratic forces. We arc mere than chellenging them, we are conquering
them-- by the successful execution of the Marshall Plane

The Marshall Plan is a pcsitive humanitarian project. It is the most chal-
lenging, dynamic, and ambitiocus program ever attempted in the history of the
werld to give life and hope to millions cof pevple, to raise them from the depths
cf their despairing society, and to meake thenm and thair socicty part of the
living world again.

With the Marshall Plan we are waging peace on a scale which we learncd to
wage were We have learned that peace is not =z negative, stop-gap period between
wars. It must be weged as diligsntly, as determinely, if it is to be achieved,

The Marshall Plan is cffective. It is working, It is winning its battle,
It is winning in Italy, in France, in many othcr countries., The forces of Commu-
nism and Fascism are con the defensive because America is @s invineible in waging

peace as it is in waging war,

Thuse who tell you differently, those whe fought and voted dgainst this last,
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best hope for peace, stand before you as the enemies cf humenity, as the un-
thinking bedfellows of the Communist Party. For anyone, my opponent or the
Communist Party, whe voted against or fought against the Marshall Plan soughi
inhumanly to deny the right of pcople to live.

Anmcrica can stand proudly before the werld in the knowledge that it
maturely accepted its scricus respensibilities to humanity, that it is keeping
faith with its troditicns of frcedom, demceracy, and humanitarianism,

But, as we view the future, our ultimate geal lies beyond the Burcpean
Recovery Pregram. Our ultimate goal is world government, Toward that goal the
United Nations is 2 beginning. e must, if we are to be faithful to our ideals
of demoeracy, give unswerving devotion to the United thiops. le must seek
constantly to improve it, to make it the success it can be,

e should press for intarnaticnal disarmament and internatiocndl e amtrol of
armamen ts, for the iaternaticnal contrel of atomic energy, and fcr an interna-
tional police feurces We must give our full support to an international bill of
rights. We shculd support placing of strategic bases under the United Nations
trusteeship to establish pclice staticns for security purpeses. Ve should soek
the expansicn of the jurisdieticn of the world cogrt, and all nations whether
large cor small should be brought under its powers,

At the right time and with the proper morsl leadership, this country must
press for the eliminaticn of a vete power in the Security Council, 'ith creative
imaginaticn, we must press for those projeects which, thrcugh the Unitad Nations,
will lead to the proper democratic use, development, and conserveticn of cur
human and physical resopurccs.

In all our actions, we must remember that the idea of world government, the
idea cf world security against mass destruction, is a powerful ides that moves

the minds of men cverywhere. ¥e must show cur belief in world government by <k
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hibiting a readiness to bring our case before the bar of world cpinicn and te sesk
its solution in cooperation and agreement with cther nations,

Our fereign policy is following still another demoeretic channel in the forn
of the reciprocal trade treaty program. This has been America's answer to the
necd for cemmerce betwoen noticns. The free flow of goods, like the free exchenge
of ideas, builds peace, understanding, znd zocd-will, Reciprocal trade is Ameri-
cats answer tc the false principle of a high protective tariff that holds, in
effect, that we should turn our backs upon the nseds and hopes of the rest of the
world.

These who wculd eripple reciprocal trade treaties, those who would have our
country withdraw frem a full participation in the econcmic 1life of the world,
simply dc not understond the nature of the society in which we live., Again they
would retreat to the past; they would ignore the realities of the modern world,

Now, it is crystal clear that, if there is to be a better world, it will
come about because cf the political, economic, and moral leadership of America.
Our foreign pelicy finds its strength and its inspirsticn in the people and tre
rescurces of our country. The climete of our social and political life at home
will determine the success or failure of ocur foreign poliey abroad.

Wle cannot, therefore, have a dcuble-standard by which we judge our policics
ebrcad and at home., We cannct say to Europe, treat lebor with respect and dignity,
and then at home pass harsh and punitive labor legislaticn like the Taft-Hartley
Act. We ecannot say to Zurcpe, enccurege the develcpment of cooperative enterpriss,
end then at home adopt legislaticn which restriets and curtails the development of
ocur o'm ccoper tive movement, e cannot say tc Eurcvpe, all pecples-- regardless
cf race or religion-- are cntitled to equal treotment, and then at home fail to
take the steps thot guarantee egual treatment for our own citizens,

The eyes of the werld are turned towards America. e live in a political and
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econcmic glass house. We cannot talk demccracy to Europe, respect for labor,
admiration for coopzrative enterprise, and a deep concern for aducaticn, ancd thaa
at home-- by actiocn and inaction-- strike cut at labor, curb the ccoperatives,
fail in cur responsibility towards cdusation, and permit the ever-growing con-
centraticon of cconomic power.

Our foreign policy will always be only an extension of cur dcmestic policy.
The two are inseparable. e cannot be progressive and democratic abroad, and
reacticnary and anti-democratic at home.

Just as we must give moral and pclitical leadership, so we must be prepared
to continue material assistance., But we cannot give material assistance, if our
econcmy is weakened by inflation, Tle cannot fulfill our commitments on foreign
poliey for Eurcpean Recovery, if, through mismanagement, we find ourselves the
victims of depression, unemployment, and eccnomic disaster. We camnot help feed
the millions of our fellcuwmen in Eurcpe and America, if cur agriculture is im-
poeverished through failure to care for cur soil,

Ours is the task of not merely holding the line or of leoking back to the
good 0ld days. Ve must meet this challenge by the dynamies of cur system of
enterprise and by our owm pelitical faith to grow, to build, to expand.

It is in this spirit that we must move ahead with rural electrification,
that we must reclaim the millicns of acres of our ercdad soil. America needs
these projects; the world needs them-- for today and for the future,

Millions of people in the world today are living on a starvaticn diet.

This vital, desperate need for focd mekes it imbarative that the B8lst Congress
implement and broaden a sound, longe-range agricultural program for America,
Never cgain shall American agrieculture be the plaything of grain speculators, of
the stcck market, or unscrupulcus financial interests.

Just as we need a basic declaration of humn rights for the United Nations.
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a B ill of Rights for all America, we need a Sot of econcmic rights for American
agriculture that provides minimum guarantees for price, protection of markets,
and crderly distribution of commoditics,

Eut therc aro those who say that such things are a restriction upon the
freedem of cur pecples I say to thom that these things expand freedem. I say to
thom that cur egricultural progran is scund, progressive, and construetive.

It is giving tc the Americen farmer price supperts, crop loans, farm credit, soil
conservaticn, corderly markcting, and agricultural rescarch.

Our ecéncmy is a diversified one. Just as we must have an econcmic program
for agriculture, so we must ostoblish minimum standards for American_labor and
industry. '/hatever those who live in the Nineteenth century may say, labor is
not a commodity. American labor is humanity. Fair labor standards, minimum
wages, health proteetion, free collective bargeinigg~- these are not privileges,
these arg basic rights of free men,

American industry is entitled, indced it must have, every fair and just
ccnsideration of governments e have prosperity when business makes a profit.
And it is a legitimate function of government to assist-- as it has in the past--
the prcjects of industry that expand and develop ocur economy. We should encourage
and foster American industry through trade treaties, government financing,
through subsidies tc the extent that such assistance is justified by our national
neceds.

The vitality of our demoeracy rests in the strength and intelligence of our
farmers, workers, and business bPeople working together with governmental help
where it is necessary.

The terrible fury of war twice in one generction has demonstrated the
impcrtance of the health and education of our pecple. To fulfill our responsi-

bilities of world leadership we must be a people who are educated, who are strorg
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in bedy, who are skilled in their labor, educated in their responsibilities of
citizenship. and possessing a spirit of understanding and compassion.

Curs is tho task of developing to the utmost our human and natural re-
g8curces- 'Te must harness the rivers to bring us the power of electricity so
esserntial for good living and for an ever-expending preduction. e must control
the fiocds, reeleim the land, develop our transportation, and utilize the
achicvements of seience towards building a stronger, a healthier, a more pro-
ductive America,

This is the task of our People, of our government, A freoe people will
undertcke this challenge with determination and confidences In those instances
where individual initictive and enterprise are nct equal to the task, a free
People, privileged to have a government "of the people, by the people, and for
the people" will join hands with their government in accomplishing these vital
objectives.

This is what we mean by frce enterprise, the free scciety, by demccracy.
le are free to chart our own course, tc plan for cur own destiny, 1le are free
to experiment, to visualize a bright future, Ve are frce tc tackle these
mighty projects individually, through cooperation, or with the assistance of the
helping hand of government.

le dare not fail, Ve are in the battle for a free world. The secret weapon
in this struggle is the ability, the energy, the intelligence of the people of
America, working side by side with the frecedom-leving people in the cother areas
of the worlde.

This is cur faith for livinge It is as old as the story of Cain and Abel;
#& are cur brother's keepers It is as Americen as the Declaration of Independenco.
which proclaimed for all men human equality and liberty, It is as new as the

Atomic Age, on Age in which the science of human relations must mtch the scienes
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of fechnologys It is only through democracy that the material gain of science
¢an be directed toward the common good of mankind,
In this spirit and this feith, we know that we have it within ourselves,

with the help of Almighty God, the power to make this world all over again, to

H

@a’ize in practice the democratic ideal,
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