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L E L R S
(after introduction)
CHarles parmer
eselet it be remembered, Virginia did "WT go "ixiecrat - it
went Trumen Democrat. Less than ore-tenth of its vote was cast
in the Dixiecrat colwan. OSenator Humphrey, hTow would you inter-
pret that vote?
SENATOR HUMBERT HUMPHEEY

 Well, Mr. Parmer, I would certainly interpret that wonderful
vote of Virginia as a living and modera testimonial to the great
democracy of the sutuidﬁ) ‘.i;t/or all, any man that has studied America
nistory, fully realizes that Virginiam is literally the cradle of
our Addgdtdéd/ democratic way of life; and that it is the great
home of the presidents of this country, and those who love Amerieca
cannot help but have an undying love in their heart@§ for Virginia
and for all it has meant to the people of this great demoeracy.

Parmer
Beginning uonday, Senator, the iules Committee in the Senate
e funtiliin?)

will stage hearings on /\uh her to Ghange the lules so that filihus-
ters may not hold up legislation in the futwre. Do you think those
Hules should be changed in that regard?

Humphrey
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well, of course I think the iules s ould be changed. I might
say that I d:ldn:t arrive at that decision lastily. As a matter of
fact, I took a good deal of time to think it out; and to talk with
a host of people who are vitmlly interested in the legislative
program of this, the 8lst Congress; and the program of our Pre-
sident.

I Just ish to go baek, “4r. Parmer, to that first question you
asked mee...l think one of the reasons that Virginia went Truman
Democratf§y, as you ealled it, or Just Democrat§y, is that the people
of Virginia, like the people of the rest of America, are vitally
interested in great national programs that 1ift up the well-being
of our people - and ur. Truwen, more than any other man in wmodern
times, campaigned on specific issues: he caumpaigned on the great
vital issues of our time, that pertaingl to our domestic economy,
our foreign poliocy. He didn't mamby-pamby sbout it. He talked
straight from the shoulder, for which he is so well knowne I
think that was the deciding factor in thg® great elestion, in the
great viectory that came to ir. Truman and the Demogratic Party.
The people aian't vota:;m'nmnuuu this time, 0Of course they
took people to their hearts, but I think there was a great deal
of sober thought and reflectiom. They looked at the i~mues, and
they said,this is what we want.' And I say that the Congress,
this 8lst Congress, had better deliver on these issues, Lecause
12 1t doesn't, I wouldn t want, as a good loyal Demoerat, to pre=
dict what will be the complexion of the 82nd Congress. It unight
not be 8o Democratic. In other words, we have some obligations.

Pmor,e-‘":f"“

),(”f,f'* v
Do you think the eivil rightl/'\prqﬁm - and you really are an
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authority on it - do jyou think it will be adopted eagly in the
session; and do you see any probability that such will not be
adopted?

Humphrey

T thought a good deal about what we eall legisletive strategy,
#nd I can assure you that I have not been invited into the inner
councils of the strategy board - I'm a truln’n;_,&;nﬂ 1 realize

i\ ¢/ wrmunés Crtg ﬁfv
that one has moreé or less to be uuanod 1n thiaa"uuainou. /
fully realise the necesaity for ite..you ask me about, did I think
that the eivil rights program will be adopted early in the ses~-
glons~-

No, I 4o not., I will tt.‘l.l you why. If we are sincere - and I
have no reason to deny it - I we are going to try and get as
much legislation through this congress oq;h- basis of the Demo-
eratic plat!orm, that we can hold our ranks together om = in
other words, there's a great unanimnity of feeling about the ne-
cessity pf for raising minimum vages. I think there is a real
feeling that we must do something about this tremendous housing
shortage; and that we are going to pass broad and conphehensive
nowsing legislation: that {s, if we hold our ranks together.

T think there has been a lessén, that has come up from the
people - a sort of referendum, a sort of a public hearing on la-
bor legislations I think we are going to met on that. The Amere
jcan people are looking forward to the bFfoadening and the coverage
of Soeial Security - the inereasing of its benefits. They are
interested in Federal ag,d to education. The school system of this

IA AN 4V
gondition. We've got to do something

country is in a }

A
about that. They are interested in national defense; in making
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the United Nations' work, and in our foreign policy. Now that
does not mean that we are putting off civil rights until the
tail-end., Don't misunderstand me. I won't back up for anybody
on my couviotions on this issue. It 8simply means all this is a
part of eivil rights.
"6 s Al

01111 righta means more than Jjust passing & law for fair em~

ploymcnt. It means more than Just an anti-lynch law, or antie

poll tax. ThEose are legal syubols of vhat we mean by civil
rights. But I think that civil rights inelude the opportunity

for a good education for everybody in this country - for every
boy and girl in America. It includes also the elimination of
illiteracy among adults in imerica.

Civil rights inecludes healthy bodies and hu.ltz minds. It

/\# our old age. 014 esn't live on

¢80 and 780 a month. Not any that I have met - and that we

ineludes some security

surely have to do something about.

)’§F;a;:£to say to my eivil rights friends - and sometimes we
bocma a bit sectiomml on these things - that all of this legisla-
tion is part of a great democratic program - with a small 4 -
for the American peovle.

I do feel, of course, t_hat the th.”n‘—?\-_..(f mention, such as snti-
poll tax legislation, anti-lynching do not apply entirely to the
South. [¥ou know, I wish thatf my Southern FX¥ friends would under=- _
. 8tand it) All of Amerioca is with a bit of sin on this. There is
no aingia area in the country that is guiltless. There is not one
area that is totally guilty.

iy goodness! In iinnesota, liichigean and ‘Rksconsin, we have had |

all kinds of aiserimination, and believe me, we are just as guitty | |

in some aroas as other people are; s0 let's not get d.:tmsivﬁ
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let's realize that the pattern of condyet in /merica is rather
universal, and that law can be universal in its application. <So
when I talk about the right of people to vote, I mean any place in
smerica. ‘hen I say the right of personal security - which is
another way of saying anti-lynehing - why, we have had mob-riots
in the Northern cities, and many times there has not been prosee-
cution; there has not beem a follow-through to find the gu'lty
party.
4{. have had all kinds of demonstrations that are not within the
American tradtion and the imerienn way of life; 80 you see %&“’-
egjslation applies all over this country = not Just to

s

one area ow you uﬁ %f such iasimtion will be called up ur.ly.
would be
I would say it REAXXXBEXIXAXXRAYHMEX brought up on the Calendar.

e should hold our‘hnrtnga. Get it on the Calendar, then at the

nppropﬁate time “4“-“ go to work on 1it. A e
rarmer
Senator, I'm awfully glad we have you on the radio today. You
];.ayg_ _?prenmod a facet of this matter which we have not understood
fé‘nﬂtjho South, It ceRtainly has clarified matters, and I think
you've made s tremendous number of friends.
Humphrey
I want to go down 1nﬁhc Jouth and talk about this as a friend.
You see, I have spent a little over a year in Louisiana. I know) |
samething abdut the South. Some of my folks come fram the South#IyK
think I have some idea of the problems thaut are there - and there
are no easy answers to this thing. And I think they will find a

friend in Hube@t Hamphrey, rather than one that they consider to

be an enemy. And I think there are enompgh good people who want to
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do the right thing, J/f we can Just find the means gf doing it}
80 that we will pass civil rights lesillation/tm will work to
the benefit and not to the detriment of a single person in this
country.
Parmer
veesjust let me make an off-side remark here, ladies and gen~
tlemen, Do you know that one of Semator Humphrey's closest friends
in the Untted tates Senate is Senator Russell Tong of Touisiana?
Humphrey
That's right! I think the world of Russell. e went to school
tdgcthor'. flow we live out in the same neighborhood. I suppose
Fussell snd I will disagree at times. I sometimes disagree with
ny wife - and I deeply love her. S50 I'm not worried about mild
disagreements.
Paruer/
Senator, what do you th!.nkdi_;n t!?o \;3 est piece of legislation
that vklseeese-up Lefore the Ccmgrouq- affecting all the people?
Humphrey
That's a tough one, lir. Parmer. I didn't expeet you to come
up with that gquestion. I really just don't know the right answer.
0f course I am so vitally coucerned with our own national security -
the world in L?.hioh we live. 71 think the formation of a foreign
policy - that is going to find the answers to some of these almost
impossible road-blocks that we have at the presentyegp would of
EXERXWX course be ghe greatest bit of statesuanship that we could
haves I don't knwﬁ*e going to find that answer. e have got
a tough sltuation. Je are facing Comuunist aggression; we are

facing real difficult problems in Lurope and Asia. But as Americans
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-

I don't think we are going to back away from Skeme I think we
ought to look for the solution, and %o remeaber that we are going
to have to sacrifice in this problem of gaining the peace If we
have world war I1I, ir., Parmer, we are going to sacrifice. Many
a family made a lot of sacrifices - my family did in World war II.
And L'm here to tell that I'm perfectly willing to umake equal
sacrificef for the cause of world pesce. rven if it means doctoring
up our sovereignty = little bit; even 1if it means making some
coneessions - not concessions on prineiple - not me - I know what
totalitarianisn means, and I want no concession on that. fut con-
ouuion%in terms of some of this symbolism that we have had. Try
to think up some areas of agreement - and to work toward WiALELAL
building a great friendly 3!6;;’01 nelghbors about us, sc that we
are ucurclln our human rights.
Parmer
dow can we best go about building a great cirele of neighbors?
Humphre y
4e1l, I think we haven.t  gven touched the facilities of the U N.
I think we've had a 11tuof,v\t.oo much of American unilsteral action.

vow that does not mean that there has not been good cause for 1it.

1t has been tough to get along with ir. Gromyko, or Lr. Vish§nsky
!

-

along with them. Put that ought not to be the bloek in our way. We

or the Soviet union. I don &t think we have found;imy ways to get

LAA A

that are desirous of freedom than there aro‘iof slavery; and that

means that we have got to sppeal to these people., .nd that means

ought to remember that there are wany more E“‘Pl.,‘ in this world

that when a little republic like Indonesia, for example, wants to
live, lete let them live, lets help them live. It means that when
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there are great problems in the Palestine area ~ let's help those
people live as independent people. “et's not worry too much
about the sconomies inwolved in this, That does not geme rally get
vack to the rank and file of our people anyhow. Let's worry about
now we can f£ind means of controlling atanic energy. Let's worry
sbout building, if you please, a }oru organization that, even
if it has to be one that does not include some of the people of the
U N, so that we do build the kind of society that oan Dbe secure
with strength, with power, and also with economic power; that is,
economic produstivity. You cannot talk ‘Eu out in two or three
minutes, ur. Parmer. 1 have talked about it for a long time; I
have taught it for four or five years, and I still do not know the
answers; but I am w8 looking, and I am still going to continue
to look with an open mind.
Parmer

That certainly is &f,jo?“t and informative answer, XNow do
you think that P Trumen is going to make steps toward peace,
genuine steps?

Pamphrey
1 don't know of any man in our time that has a deeper passion

for world peace than Harry S. Truman, pPresident of the United

S
Statese I m’\ v oo‘;ninood beyond the shadow of a doubt
that that is his great desire as Prgg}den\: of this great nation.

I think he'd do snything that m\i{n the realm of honor, decency,

ond democratic principles to obtain the peace and to secure the
peace., He knows that would be the monument to his groaﬁl and ©0
bhis character. Lik wise let me say 1 think Harry Truwan is a

gsinocere man, and I think he is going to carry through on this
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great program he has outlined é/:ho Congress. lle is going to
find help from the junior unnto; from innesota - I don't know
how meny other people are going to help him; I hope a great
wajority. But I'm going to do my best - if its only one vote,
for I believe in his sineceritye.

I believe ;t' ‘e election was a testimonial to the desire of the
imerican people for sinedrity in public office, [AfF£YF/ integrity

in public office above all things.
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