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Good evening. ~d th me tonight is L)enlt or HUbert Humphrey of Minne~ ta. 
••e're going to swap words on a number of subjec t s--on the Taft -
Hartley Law, on civil rights , on filibusters and on what the 
Republican Party is trying to do to the Democrat s in the ~enate-­
and on what ~enator Humphrey thinks the Democrats ought to do--both 
in t he L)enate and the nation. That sounds like a lot of t er r itory 

so to cover, But I think we can do it. I think because ~enatxor 
Humphrey , as you will see, is very vocal and extremely emphatic 
in his views on politics and legislation. He trounced L)enator Jos~ h 
Ball, epublican, in last November's ele~ion in Minnesota . Before 
that he achieved national notice by leading the battle for an 
explicit civil right sf plank at the Democra tic National Convention. 
He won that fight agains t force}that would have liked TNq IR to I 
weasel-word the plank according to th6ir own thoughts. uo t he 
fi r•s t question I 1m going to ask him--and he can ask questions of me 
if he wants to--is about a matter that bears strong l y on t he chances 
of civil rights legislation. uince you feel so strongly on the subject, 
oenator Humphrey , and since you'd like to abolish filibusters, why 
did you join other Democrats in voting solidly against ~enator 
Knowla nd 1 s move to have the rules commit tee discharged from 
consideration of the bill relating to cloture ..... s you know, o';)enator ~Jv4t '-' 
Knowland said his sole motive was t o force immediate consideration -,_., 
in the .:;)enate. 

Hm~HREY.-That's what oenator Knowland said, Mr. Andrew~. But I know 
-

t :nat t nat was not his oo le motive . I know t hat his action was a 
part of a deliberate attempt on the part of the Republican minoritr 
in §he oenate to capture cont rol of the ~enate. 

{more) 
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ANDRbvvB.-I take it that you mean the Republican o~~~se enough 

defections among the Democrats so that with,_ • ._ the 3 I Republicans 

can constitute a majority. oomething like the way they did when they 

beat the proposal to exempt inaugura l tickets f rom I ni tax? I seem 

to• remember that your ~J·~rity of fifty~four to forty-two 
T - ' ~~ 

didn't do you much good there. and t hat wit~ ninety-two voting, 
A 

the del'ection of six Democrats enabled the rlepublicans to defeat the 

pr•oposal forty-seven to forty-five. 

HUMPHREY.-That•s exactly what I mean, Mr. Andrew2 . And you 1 11 see 

case aft er case from now on where the rlepublicans will tr·y to 

con~rol the oenate as if they won the election last Fall, instead of ..... 
rteo;. 

losing it. T .. ake that Knowland n 3 re:D lution. The legislation -was before the rules committee, and the rules committee v1as_ ~ 

stalling. At our Democratic caucas -that the commit tee would hav e# a report by •wednesday. Co what 

good reason was ~~-l .. ~A~cr there fo r the Knowland attempt to jump the 

gun by trying to force a decision on Monday, two days ahead of the 

reportf There ~_:sn;,.t; any ~oo~ reason. There was just a 12so,~~~l 
-

reason. The Republics:l s were just trying to use iiliztllfJ:Ma'n : a 

strategic trick to take the leadership on the issue 

a way from the Democrats. They got ••• , .... ~c a taste of blood on that 

inaugural tax ma tter and they thought they' d try it again. uO I 

voted with my party to stop them in their tracks. 

(more) 
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- NDREvv~.-Then your vote on that specific matter doe~not mean, i.ienator 

Humphrey, that you 1 ve changed your mind about the need for 

JHt 
imposing cloture _.the .:::>enate .- so that f ilibus ce l ' S can be 

prevent ed on t Lle civil r ights question--and on other matters? 

HUMPHREY.-It certainly does not, Mr. Mdr ews. .r1t t he Democratic 

caucus I made it clear that I'm going to stand with my part y on 

matt er s affecting the organization of the ~enate. I reserved the 

right--and I a lways will reserve it--to disagr ee with the pa rty 

leadership on the basis of issues. To put it one way, I reaerve the 

right to be a staunch def enderf of the Democratic platf-L' orm. On 

the Knowland proposal--well, I just didn't believe in the sincerity 

of it and I did believe in the sincerity of Senator Hayden, chairman 

of the rules committee. r~d I, for one, don't intend to sit idly by 

and let~ Republicans take the lead on issues that the Democ r atic 

platform has promised to put into effect. But I 1 d like to a.$ you 

a question, Mr. Andrews. vvhat do you think the Democrats are expected 

to do as a result of the election? ·~hat do you think the vote r swant 

them to do1 

ANDREri~.-I can't speak for the voters, ~enator HUmphrey. I csn tell 

you what t ne Democrats promised to do. President Truman stumped the 

country promising outright repeal of the Taft-Hartley labor law. 

Most of the candid~ 6 S for House and ~enate promised a bout the same 

thing. The Democrats also made a lot of promises about civil rights 

a nd better housing and a minimum wage and clotur e rules. In fact 

you promised so much that I, a, a reporter, wonder just how many of 

the promises you'll be able to keep. But before we get away from our 

fir st topic I'd like to ask you point-blank. Do you still f avor 

--

imposing cloture by a majority vote? (mor e) 
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HUMflffiEY.-I most emphAtically do. 

ANDREw~.- Don't you think you'll be certain to run into a f ilibuster 

if you try to do tha~~ 

EPMPHREY.-The answer, of course, i~ yes. 

ANDH.Evws,-vvell, then, uenator Humphrey, would you personally 

f or a decision to impose cloture by a two-thirds vote of 
HUMPHREY.-d;.J~~~~ "{3~.!) 

-

,.--.. 
s etftle ..,. 

.:~enate? 

I think that even with a two-thirds rule we'd be able to get a 

substantial portion of the civil rights legislation passed ~ Maybe all 
of it. ..by, we can c oun t on thirty-one Repub lie an vote {can 1 t we? . . 

•..t'ter all, didn't t hirty-one Republicans vot e fo r the Knowland 

motion to discharge the rule s committee? ~~~~ 
@DMvvi::).-But tm? I on the basis of • your ~~m~ , 
that was a political trick, don't you think some of the thirty-one 
might change their minds? 

HUMPHREY.-I don 1 t think they'd dare to. But if you don't mind, ·Mr . 

Andrews. I'd like to talk about the Democrats for awhile. I think the 
Democratic party has got to do something more than justGit keep 

the hepublicans from getting control of the uenat o. I think we ([ & 
not only have to keep the leadership but show what we're goinc to 
do with it. I'm willing to s t and by my party. I'll stand by it 

- . -a lot better than a lot of Democrats did at the last elect ion. I say 
that we can't satisfy our constf uent 1merely by saying that we 

prvvented the Republicans from seizing cont rol. I say we 1 ve either 
got to produce on the cgmpaign promises we madep--or else, 

(more) 
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inter rupt, -enator HUmphrey. It~'s refreshine t 0 
... ~.._ow-

that his party could possiblyr lose ~ 1950 
if it doesn't keep its campaign promises, and I take it t ! ... at that is 

Party doesn't stick to its platform and campaign pledges, thLt there 
-

might ~ be a turnover in the uene.te and the House in 1950. 
HUMPHREY.-Tha L's exa ctly what I'm saying. 

AI DRE.~o. - •• ould you go so far a~ to say that that might include 1952 
also'l 

HUMPHREY.-You betcha. It was the coalition of Repubmicans and 
conservative Democ ~ ats - in the 79th Congress that produced the 
80th Congress. One lesson ought to be enough. I mean it o~~t t o 
prove to all ...... Democrats that they can't win an election on 
one set of promises and then let some 

fruits of the Victory by ignoring t he promises and lining up with 
rtepublicans. ~ain I a sk you, what do ~ou think was meant by our 
triumph last fall. 

ANDh1WS.- .. ell, ~::>enator Humphrey, in the minds of most Democrats 
the campaign was waged on ~••r ...... a set of so-called liberal 
promises. I remember --as you will--that President Truman promised 
outright repeal of the Taft-Hartley law. But just tioday I read that 
uenator Ellender of Louisiana--one of your Democrat&- -said. that 
it would be unthinkable to scrap the Taft-H~tley law for a lopsided 
iragner Act. And I see that ·-~--MI~illiii~~!!!I~~~~~~IMIM .... '-.. ~ 
Hugh .:>cott, the .tiepublican National Chairman, predicts that the 
name of the law will be changed--but t hat most of its points will 
be retained by this Deptoc_ra tic-controlled Congress. Looks to me as 
if you're already heading into one of those coa litions ±that could 

CaUS6 VQU t ·r>onh1A fmnva c \ 
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IIM!iiiiRI-..tU.l I can say, Mr. _..ndrews, is that 

>:Jenator Ellender repres ent the forces that lost 

~ the election • 

.ANDREw~.--nhether they do or not, ~enator Humphrey, do you really 
>~ 

believe that 4'41 _, the Democrats can repeal the Taft-Hartley law 

if repeal is f'ought by the Dixiecrats ... ouldn't the loss 

of the Dixiecrats alone be enough to shave your majority dOWl to 

nothing? /J,vP-/£1, 
EUMfHREY.-I think we'll have enough votes without the Dixiecrats, 

Mr. •••• .tUJ.drews. There are many..,. Republicans who are going to 
- . 

have to vote for repeal of the Taft-Hartley law. I'd just like to 

· see what would happen to s me of them when they come up for 

re-ele~tion {they vote to keep that law on the books, 

.ANDLtEvv~.-nill you name some names. 

HUMPHREY.-! certainly will. I think you'll find~ ualtonstall and 
-

Ives and T obey and ~iken seeing it our way. To say nothing of 

Flanders and Morse. v;hy, even ~enator Knowland will. You know 

that all of their state~ave large labor votes. nnd I think they 1 11 

be wondering--when they vote--what will happen t o them if 

they seek re-election. I guess every ;:)enator wonders that. ·~~hy do 

you think the House ha1been acting on legislation so much more 

rapidly than the ~enate . nhy, f'or the simple reaiD n that 

the whole membe r ship i~or e quickly responsible to the people. 

ANDREw~.--~s ther e anything good in the Taf't-Har t ley law, 

~enator Humphrey? Do you want it all repealed and the whole 

~iagner Ret restored? 

and:eews 
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