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I would liked to have been in Washington 82 years ago.

'/1 would liked to have met your academic forefathers who created

from dust and from poverty -- and yes, from nobility of spirit,

a school, humbly called a university, for the elevation of freedmen.

Howard University was .miﬁg.tcated to the cold obscurities called
—
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"truth" and "enlightenment"l It was born of dire need, dedicated

warmly to humanity.

Thousands of freedmen migrated to Washington after the
Emancipation Proclamations They squatted :I.n abandoned barracks,
and in vacant ho:sess They needed moral and spiritual leadership
to interpret their new freedom. They needed doctors to tend to
the sicke They needed lawyers to advise them of their rights,

and they needed teachers.

Your founders had a rare combination of practical insight
and imagination and benevolence. <‘hey saw the immediate needs of

L —— - —————

the growing community. They saw the destiny of a liberated people,

and the responsibilities that went with freedomQur years after




the Emancipation Proclamation your founders had the courage to
initiate a new concept of brotherhood within the walls of their
school, ‘hey opened their doors to all who came, and the privileged

came to learn with the sons of slaves and the daughters of the

— eem—

trsutees, and the poor came, and the men came with their wives.

The missionary founders envisaged an institution that
i — o — i

would grow and develop amdmature-with its students. <They had an

indomitable faith in men. ZThey knew then, as we know now, that

e

free men justify their freedome ‘heir faith has been vindicated

by countle ss men whom Howard Ulﬁ.versi-;y built and molded and developed

and sent out into the world to make invaluable contributions to
humanitye Yovernor Hastie has vindicated their faith, and Dre
B:Ijew, Dr. dJust, and Dr. frazier. anr President, Dr. Johnson,
ennobles that faith.

41&'% men do indeed justify their freedom. Theeyes of
the entire world have been focussed on Howard University's Dr.

—

Ralph Bunchf. His efforts toward peace with Justica in the ¥iddle

East, and the respect he has earned from people the world over,
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epitomize society's stake in the freedom of me g;dom is a dynamic
force. It gathers increased momentum with every liberation. It
erosses oceans and deserts and it penetrates jungles and scales
mountains.

When the Negroes in M;ssissippi can freely go to the polls
to vote)the Iron Curtain in Europe is ripped; and millions of
Indonesians and Chinese take hope. Their newly-found opportunities
will undermine totalitarian propaganda just as surely as they will
inspire the lives of the Ghinese coolies. It is an international
principle that is at stake. Those who would enslave men are destined

to failure when the most powerful nation in the world rededicates its

—

faith in freedom. Already the rumblings are being heard. There
m-“h

are vociferous cries of emancipation in Indonesia. The democrats

of Asia have awakened to their responsibilities to assure freedam
from tyranny in their vast area. The Chinese are agonizingly

struggling for liberation from a feudel economic system. And even

from behind the Iron Curtain we have heard larshal Tito's voice raised

against the bondage of loscow.
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There is a zﬂfa world-wide search for liberation.
Whole nations of individuals are groping for the freedom to find
themselves, and to recognize their capacities and fulfill their
destinies.
We in the United States are in a unique position to chart
the future. Too often do we here tend to limit our vision as we

view the picture of our national life. There are shadows in the

scene. +‘he Ku KluKlan does still ride. Tear of insecurity is

still with us. Poverty and privilege still victimize us. But we

ought not forget that these shadows have sharpened the light.

/ U
In our slow trisl and error democratic manner, we have

steadily moved toward greater democracy and the enlargement of

the area of human freedom.

The franchise has been extended. Our worker, both white

and negro, were liberated from slavery in 1863.

Bweat shops have been destroyed. Yellow-dog contracts

have been outlawed; other freedoms have been recognized. In spite
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of temporary set-backs, the trend has been toward liberation,

liberation at a geometric pacds

. I stand here this moment, there are men in the Upited
States Senate planning a last desperate resistance against the age

old drive toward full civil rights for every citizen of our country

regardless of his color or religion or nationality. <Those men would

ignore a Golden Fule so that they can keep a Senate ruleg They tamper

with the morality of a determined nation of peoples The people of
our country carried a great moral burden for too long a time. We
cried out for democracy in other nations at the same time that we
denied democracy at home. This hypocrisy developed a national
moral guiltes Jhezizcan's realiged that .disci:imination clashed withl

our credo, that it was wrong, -— dead wrongl The new thoughts

played upon the old during the years of our indecisions We were
a nation plagued with guilty consciences.
We made an auspicious step toward absolving ourselves of

this sense of guilt with the publication of the precedent-breaking

report of the President's Qommittee on Civil lﬁghtsé-g_mized Labor,
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_business, all religious groups, -- almost all s ections of our public

.

life were represented in this report which called —- in ringing

words —- for an end to discriminationg.the right of all citizens

to live free of terror and oppression and to participate fully in

the responsibility and benefits of their government Ehj;s was a

landmark in our march toward the realization of genuine _democracy.
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The next step, and the step we now face, is the implementation of
the Committee's recommendations.

Last summer at the convention of the Democratic Party,

/4

the decision was g “‘u““‘]

ade. "hen the delegates were challerged

"
to get out of the shadows of states' righis and to walk forth in

the bright sunshine of human ri@ts", they voted to relieve them=
selves of their guilty consciences. <‘hey voted against discrimina=-
tion and against bigotrye They justified the freedom of free
men.

A?ain on last N vember the second, our faith in the
hmerican citizen was tested and affirmed. There can be no doubt

now about the American people's passion for liberations <‘hey
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{oted to liberate themselves from their guilt as well as to liberate
minority groups from their displacement. +he American voter showed
to all the world that he had the courage of his convictions.,

In spite of that great demonsiration in November, a

minority in the Senate of the United States withstands the national

tides They will fail, because histroy is against them, the people

P

are against them, the times areagainst them, the President of the
United States is against them. Our President risked his political ;
carcer to bring the issue of civil rights to the people. He traveled
many miles to proclaim his vigorous views on this issue. He has
broken all precedent in the degree of his strength and leadership
to the end that man's inviolate dignity shall be accorded to all

men equally. President Truman has truly shown that he would

rather be right than be President.

No, a minority of men in the Senate of the United states
cannot frustrate a nation. A nation is awakening. Communities

are coming alive. A& groundswell is developing. Brotherhood is

on the march. People are beginning again to feel democracy. J’h
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their communities they are talking and acting for democracy.
Hhe- _

Here on the ground level, in weeneighborhoods where Negroes
and whites, Japanese and Indians, Christians and Jews live their
lives and go about their daily business, here is the area in
which understanding and justice and equality must take root.

In the stores and the factories, in the schools, and the universities,

the bus t;aminals and the railroad stations,

What are the people in Pit'sburgh, Detroit, Minn=apolis, and Chicago
doing? Millions are reading the provocative and challenging report of the
President's Committee on Civil Rights. For the millions who bought and read

that report, there developed a new insight into our failures to implement

democracy and the need to make it function as a reality--in the schools and

farms and factories--not a paper ideal.

.,

From this effort came another effort to expose the problems here in
our own Capitzal. The report of discrimination in the nation's capitel was
-given wide publicity. Those incidents, as you so well know, described in that

report cannot help but strike the hearts of readers. These studies are only

one phase in the awakening of American communities.

—— _ [=obs
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Would even the noble General Oliver Howard have dreamt that a
city would adop‘t‘ a Fair Employment Practices ordinance by the year 19467
I am proud that I had the honor to -t'?e'mayur of the City of Minneapolis when
that ordinance was adopted by our City Council. Did your founders envision
a Mayor's Coun il on H‘man Relations to promote inter-group relations? These
Councils are finding their way into the pettern of community life.
Education against discrimination has an appeal in our commmities that it
has never had before. We are at long last beginning to reach into the hearts
and minds of the people who must make democracy work.

There is a great change in the atmosphere. It is loaded with expectancy.




AWlnifed Hiates . Denafe

WASHINGTON, D.C.

of what I will es 11,
I seen to sense the beginn S Alemeeelaeites r'*‘r trisl

of eivilizationy The doors will be opened to opportunity,

sooner than sny of us ecould heve enticipated, The ege of
opportunity will bring with it, noreover, & hesvy respon-
gibility, _the freedmen in 1863 were Inewemstossi

. released

into &n ere which expected much of them but offered only

limited opportunities, UYhen the dresm of brotherhood is
ur “11nor1t;y 'l‘OupS mu.mt be wrep:rod
finelly readized, ItB—oi e i . 2

to step guickly into the opportunities that revesl themselves,
Txk The members of the community of Howard University will
have immediate need for all the resources of their eduestion,

Your need to prepsre for the responsibilities

you will face when the doors to opportunity swing open is your

Justification for spending years in the

of Howard University, You hs ve , chence %o

e coC J.et.,r”m MUM alked through Howard's halls,

You have a chance to contribute richly to the commnity sbout

you==right now, Ixtend your knowled- e to those less fortunste
e

S

then you, usg gour education as a tool for shaping understanding

42 "éu ok &yl
el anmity among men.




DWlnifed Hiafes Denafe

WASH ING“I‘ON! D.C.
hecent events have ¥muoooeksd indeed stood brightly from the shadows.
In Zaaees Houston, Texas, Negroes and whites joined in a concentrated
effort to free the Democratic party in their state from Dixiecrat control,
That state convention is &« milestone in the annzls of Texan history.

recently

In Arkansas, the state university hxsxrepsmiiyxadaxxzd has/become an
interracial institution,

coniersice
In Atlanta, Georgia, (& xsesbimy was bald only a few w

gks ago to integrate

Sy
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the work of

These few examples fMldwest Many of you

will return to your homelaznds in the South. It is there, in the heart

of the Southland, that you will have

. | it kb i .
erystallize v oo -
xRaxedxwkkingrmnrx You will need to share your eduwcation with your neighbors,
and you will need to provide the leadership and the chzllenge inethes

“EREREPET TR that will bring/vidtory of the liberal forces
throughout the South. ineeENsgatssmend T ommgl: [hrouch your commnity
action, you must send to the Longress of the United States thextrus

representatives APwenere il o will acknowledge their responsibilities

to the Negro citizens as well as the white. When we can deal with men

represent s the dynamic Southern
liberexllsy our Smerican dilemma will be & thing ol the past g axsuitzkis

RNl The imerican dilemma will rest in the history of a glorious

AR adventurM story of our beginnings with
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