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Through 4its hundred years of hisbory, Minnesota has
produced sturdy and self-reliant persons, whose sons and
daughters we are, The pioneers and their ducmdahta erected
a high civilization, known throughout the Union for its
contributions to a liberal, democratic soclety.

It is a considerable part of our country we are discussing
today. Minnesota is eleveath in size among the tates, 40U miles
from north to south and 240 miles in average breadth, standing
at the center of the North American continent and at the top of
the Republic., From its average elevation of 1200 feet [low three
river systems, the hed liiver towards Hudson Bay, the St. Louls
Ms the Great Lakes and the Atlantic, and the Mississippl towards
the Culf of Mexico. With this advantage in location, her products and
; her ideas have circulated freely throughout tie world. The two are
closely reluted, Minnesota people developed their sttitudes toward

life. shown in their social and opolitical in
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life, shown in th oc polit stitutions, during
the process of m@@ dogether

The story of the State therefore begins with the varied
resources which nature has provided., Ancient mountains, worn
down by erosion, left kuobs of granite; forgotten oceans, late
in geologic time, which invaded north central Minnesols, left
sediments from whic;h the Mesabi 1@ Hange was formed; and four
great ice-sheets came down from the nérth in turn, These, advanced
and retreated, scouring ridges of rock, polishing knolls, unloading
tons of rich soil, and as they finally melted leaving heaped-up
debris which dammed ten thousand lakes. These are an ald to a great
dairy industry and the joy of skater, swimuer and {isherman,
In the south they are broad and shallow, but in the north they lie
in deep and rocky basins in the midet of deep forests. Watching the
reflections of the ciouds in these waters, the Indians gave the region
the name of Minnay Soter or "Cloud-Tinted Water."

In the northeast are ridges, aluost mountainous, and evergreen
forests, to the south along the Mississippl are stands of hardwoods,
and west and north the prairie stretches into the Led idver Velley,
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In the center of of7ilockville is said to
rest on & granite outcrop rive miles and thirty miles long.
At Hed Wing on the eastern border, high above the wide Mississippl,
pottery and clay pipe are made. At Lmbarass, the Finns still
drop stones into pools to make the steam bath and the women with
deft fingers card their wool by hand, spin and knot, and make
moccasin boots, Minnesota is remarkably varied in resources
and people, Nowhere else in this country have two cities so
close together as Minneapolis and 5t, Faul, boin almost at the
same time, grown to a size so nearly equal. What is even more
remarkable is that each of the twins has kept a distinect {lavor
and character, perceptible even to the tourist on his [irst visit,
when the early explorers and fur traders came, they found
two very different types of Indian cultures. ln the northern and
eastern forests werc the Chippewa, a rﬁ&at. people who had got

firearms fyom the French and driven out the pmﬂ"‘“ or

Dakotas, These went west and became hunters of the buffalo on

the prairie.
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Artists with tij¢ traders and explorers on

wany expeditions, Their pictures and books, from the seventeenth
century onwerd, drew the attention of the outside world to
¥innesota, and gave us a picture of the primitive life. Among
the famous artists were George Catlin, Thomas L. Mekenny,
Peter ldndisbacher, and Frank 5, Mayer,
They 11.:150_:":1 about the frontier forts and councils
where treaties were made, sketching the Iadian dressed for
play or mourning, for the war path or the couincil ceremonies.
The Chippews and the Cloux had themselves been artists
for many ages before the white man appeared. The exhibit
presented by the lLibrary of Congress for this occasion includes
some evidences of their skill in carving wood and stone, of
their women's patience in making clothing and household utensils,
Several t housand Chippewa live in the State today, but under

the impect of modern civilization their old culture has largely

disappeared,



The M@P %am fight, but

usually could not even read the treaties in which he
—5m

signed away his land with a mark,

it is belleved that two Fronch traders, Hadisson and
Groseilliers, penetrated Minnesota as early as 1655 to
1659. Then in 1679 came Du Luth, for whom the lake port is
named, who set up the standard of King louis XIV of France
in the wilderness., On his second visit, the following year,
Du Luth had an amazing experience. When he reached the
Mississippi, he met another party of Frenchmen who had been
sent by the great LaSalle to explore the upper river —
hccault, Auguelle, and the famous a:lsu;_gmxv, Father Louis
Hennepin. The priest and his companions had been captured
by & band of sioux and held near the present town of Mille Lacs,
Ont nis expedition Hennepin discovered a.nd named the Falls of
St, Anthony, and afterwards he wrote a book about Miinesota
which became a best-seller.

In 1689 Nicholas Perrot, ancther French trader, proclaimed

the sovereignty of France over the whole region, and six years
o



later another \

on Prairie Island in the Miseissippil idiver between Hastings
and Red Wing. Five years later he went up the Minnesota
iidver as far as the Ulue karth region and built Fort L'Hullller,
For many years thereafter France was involved in wars
in Burope. Her oeccupation of Minnesota was suspended until
1727, when the Sieur De la f'orﬁam built a fort and the
Jesuits a mission on the west side of Lake Fepin. During the
next twenty-five years La Verendrye and his sons explored the
northern lake country rather thoroughly; the region from lLake
Superior west to Rainy Lake and Lake of the Woods has since
become known as the Highway of the Voyageurs. They build
Fort St. Fierre on iainy lLake and Fort 5t. Charles in the
"Northwest Angle" of Minnesota, on Lake of the Woods, From
the time of thelr visits until French rule ceased in 1763,
the Freneh fur traders paddled over the water routes now
followed by the swmer vacationist in his cance,
In 1762, the French secretly ceded to Spain the territory

west of the l“.isuissi;zg._; thus for a short period Minnesota
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was technicallyunge Cpdnish flag. But in 1763,

when France lost the French and Indian War, the Uritish took

possession, and for half a century the british fur barons
controlled the region.

iven as they hoisted the Dritish {lag over the forts, the
first sdventurous Yankee appeared. Jonathan Carver speat
the winter of 1766 to 1767 among the Indians of the Minnesota
Valley, publishing an account of his adventures which rivaled
Hennepin's book in popularity. Another Yankee, Peter Pond
lived in the Minnesote Valley from 1773 to 1775, and a trader
for the British Northwest Company, David Thompson explored
northern Minnesota as the century drew to a close.

Already, by the treaty of 1783 which acknowledged the
independence of the United ‘tates, northeastern Minnesota had
becouse American territory. 0Put the Uritish fur traders were
slow to learn, or perhaps to appreciate, the news, They stayed

at their posts until 1816,
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of the State as a part of the vast Louisiana Furchase.
President Thomas Jefferson decided Lo assert the authority
of the United States and satisfy his personal curitlity about
Minnesota. He sent a young Army lieutenant, Zebulon M. ﬁiko,
to investigale and inform the Dritish thﬁt they no longer
owned it, FPike went up the Mississippil as far as Leach lake
and upper lled Cedar or Cass Lake., Visiting the chiel British
trading posts, he hoisted the sStars and stripes. For &0 gallons
of whiskey and 9200 worth of trinkets he bought from t.h; Indians
militery sites at the mouths of the st. Croix and Minnesota
hivers, ineluding most of the pressnt Twin Cities. Fort Cnelling,
built in 1819 on the site he purchased, was for many years the
northwestern military post of the United States and the center
of the fur trade.

Other forts planted gt stretegic points became little island

of eivilization, centers of the fur trade and refuges in time

-



of danger. For@@ ayme Fike expedition

the Americans penetrated' the mysteries of the wilderness.
In 1820 Covernor Lewis Cuss of Michigan Territory set forth to find
the source of the Mississippd idver, His expedition did not
succeed, but a member of the party, Henry H..chooleraft, came
back in 1832 and found the source of the Father of Waters at
lake Itasca. A great student of Indian lore, Schoolcraflt made
studies of the legends of the Chippewa. From Schooleraft's
writings, the poet lenry wadsworth lengfeilow derived the
inspiration for his HIAWATHA; and within a few years Minnesota
made Minnesota famous thro.ghout the nation. Che was probably
the most effective press-agent Hinnesota ever had, attracting
aett.lc'ﬁ from New ingland and all parts of the country.

HMajor Stephen H. Long, in 1823, first revealed the fertility
of the hed idver i’a.lloy, destined to be of one tLhe granaries
of the world, With him was an Italian gentleman named
(‘iacomo Heltrami, looking for the source of the Kississippi.

He wrote a book about his adventures, giving a copy of his book



to President Jeffersgdfi, ssz.m County.

One of the greatest of the explorers under the American
regime was a Frenchman, Joseph N, Nocollet, who traveled all
over Minnesota in the late 1830's, keeping & record of his canoe
trip down the Mississippi from Fort Umelling, illustrated with
maps so accurate that we can still trace his course and his
camplgg places from hour to hour, Another piloneer who came
to Fort Snelling as a drummer boy, Joseph K. Brown, will be
long remembered; many years later,durlng one of the last of
the Indian attacks, his son Samuel Brown rode 120 miles through
a night storm to warn t;hs setilers, The house of this westemrn
Paul Aevere is still preserved in a State park,

Relations with the Indians were not always strained. For
twenty years the influence of Fort Snelling upon bthe tribes was
effective through the guiet work of its husane agent, Major

Lawrence Taliaferro. He had come up [rom the south in 1823, on

the first steamboat to reach 5t. Anthony Falls, bringing with

him the first group of Negro slaves to rvach Minnesota,



Later, he rm@@%. fort, Major

Tallaferrc supervised the fur trade, issued licenses to traders,
and tried Lo keep the peace between Chippewa and Sioux.
Hecognizing his impartlality, the Indians called him

"Four Hearts."

Fort Snelling and Mendota, across the river, were the
centers of the fur trade., The Americans began to make up
ox~carts in trains of 50 to 100, to briag the furs in wholesale
lotl-.a from the Red aiver country; for many years, the squeaking
of the ungressed wheels could be heard for miles through the
wilderness,

The fur trader was apt to be a French-Canadian or a
Seotehman, and his assistants were often half-breeds, who had
slready formed a large and interesting settlement in the

fled Hiver Valley, where they wore the skins of the animals they

huﬂsd' Negroes were also active in the early days of the
trade, as interpreters and independent operators,

The ploneer fur trader could handle the half-wild hunters,
trappers and voyageurs, spoke the Indian's language, and

knew the wav throuch f.ha‘ﬁ‘;n FHE VRS s el R



and knﬂ.i the Prya, rivers and portages.

Many of the traders were remarkable men, equally at home in
the woods and in the dut.i.ca of forming a government and
building a eivilization. Fur traders nelped the missionaries
te translate the Bible and other books into the Indian
languages. The famous trader Henry H. Sibley becaus the first
territorial delegats to Congress, and afterwards Governor.
Martin Mcleod, another trader, wrote the first Minnesota law
for public education. They gave their family names to cities,
towne and counties: Sibley, Heleod, Faribault, Crookston, Erown,
Renville, and many oLhers.

garly Cathelic missionaries traveled with the coureurs de bois .
Protestant missionaries came to F:ort. Mendota in 1829 and made
plane for work among the natives. Uoth Catholic and Frotestant
preached to the primitive Indian and the white ploneer, and
as far as they could, tried to bridge the gulf between them.
There is something attractive and noble in the picture of the

French Catholic fur traders, the Renvilles of Lac qui Farle,

sitting down with Protestant missionaries like Samuel and
-12



Gideon Fond, Dr « Stephen u, idggs,

to translate the Dible into the Indian tongue. The first
church for white settlers was organized by the Proesbyterians
at Fort Snelling in 1835.

Downstream Father Lucian Ualtier came in 1840 as a priest
to the populace at Mendota, which had originally been called
5¢, Peter's. Across the river he built a little log church
which he dedicated to the great missionary apostle, and from
this cnureh the settlement round about took the name St. Faul.
Father Augustine kevoux of Mendota, Bishop Cretin, Father
Frederic l.rags, Futher Pirec and the Abbe' Domenech were Lamous
Gatholic pioneers. DBishop Henry B, Whipple of the Lpiscopal
Chureh was s ldfelong friend of the Indians.

But the day of the uplonr,th; missionary and the fur trader
was passing, for the surge of white settlement was becoming
irresistible. In 1837, by treaties with the Chippewa and the Sioux,
the United States acquired the lund Letween the Mississippi and

the St. Croix Hivers, In 1848 a lund office was opened at

3t. Croix Falls, and the first great wave of settlers came = =
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lumbermen from M@f@ Pha ~itlantic States,

tradesmen and craftemen [rom the cities, leople were gathering
around Fort ‘nellingy and at S5t. Anthony, now a part of
Hinneapolis. GSoon there were villages at 5t. Faul and Stillwater,
Before they numbered 5,000,the settlers began to ask for an
independent rovermment.

Under the American {lag Hinnesota so far had been shuffled
around from one Lerritory to another; it had been a pert of the
old Northwest Territory, and the territories of Indiana, Illinois,
Michigan, Iowe and Wisconsin. When the State of Wisconsin
was created in 1842, the Minnesota part was left practically
without an administration. The psople tock matters in their
own hands, They slected the famous fur trader, Henry Hastings
Sibley, as a territorial delegate to Congress, claiming that
the old territory of wisconsin still existed, When Sibley got
to Washington, somewhat to his surprise Congress actually seated
him, and he bepan at once Lo agitate for a territorial government.
The law creating the Territory of Minnesota was signed on March

3, 1949. Alexander liamsey was appointed Governor, and the first
-u- ”
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Oetting the Indian's land for the farmer and lumberman was

uppermost in the minds of the menbers, By the treaties signed in
#

1851, the Sloux ceded practically all their lands, and treatied W
of 1854 and 1855 secured most of the territory of the Chippewa, | -
The Govermnment offered land at $1.25 an scre, and t.hq great river
made a highway for the outgoing products of Minnesota and the
incoming people, (teambosts came in with settlers and left with
loads of flowr. Nerchant milling began in 1854 at the Falls of
Ht. Anthony; other mills sprang up along nearly every river and
ereek, Almost from the first the high quality of Minnesota flour
was acknowledged, and as early as 1861,the New York marked quoted
it at a premium, The rivers were choked with logs, the sawmills
were taxed to supply lumber for houses. By 1856 there were 253
Minnesota postoffices. The boom was on, Immigrants were coming
{rom Orest Britain, Canada, Irdland, Germany and Scandinavia,
led by the booster William G. LeDuc, who kept the presses busy

printing guldebooks about the territory. "Minnesota, the Lily

of the West," was a popular smuzﬁbam the Minnehaha waltz or polka



was the rage s@:@ P Y

Sharpers also flocked in, claiming inside informmtion
on future railroad routes. A wild speculation in land began
to grow, reaching the point at which Lastera capital found
takers in the Territory at 3 percent a month. Ambitious
Minnesota took its first census in 1857, showing 150,000 people.
Statehood was in the air,

In the nationwide business panic of 1857, the Minnesota
boom collapsed, In some ways the disaster was a blessing in
disguise, for the people turned immediately to farming the
land in earnest; by the following spring of 1858, the cultivated
acres in the Territory had more than doubled. And on May 11, 1858,
Minnesota was adwitted to the Union. idval couventions, Democratic
and Hepublican, had met in separate sessions at St. Faul in July,
1858, produeing two drafts of a State constitution, which turned
out to be almost identical in their phrasing, The Frotestant
missionary Stephen Higgs painstakingly translated the new
State Constitution i:to the Sioux language, and printed it

for the Hazlewcod idepublic, & shortelived farming community

=-16=



wiich the m@@@Ym the Indlans,

Alrsady, much of the rattern of future Minnesota life
had been set., The New ingland settlers brought with them
ginging schools and lecture courses, and planted Qhado trees’
in the new towns, The first niewspaper, the Miannesota Flioneer, was
started in St, Faul in 1849 by James M, Goodhue, The telegraph
came in 1860, In that eventful year the farms numbered 22,000,
producing more than five million bushels of W%nwly four
million bushels of oats, and about two million B&l;h of corm and
potatoes, The invention of farm machinery was making possible farmes
the like of which the world had never seen; one Minnesota farm
of that decade had boasted 30,000 acres,

Henry “ibley was elected Goveror in 1860, and Minnesote
cast her first electorsl votes by a heavy majority for Abraham
Lincoln, the Republican candidate, On the day after the Fresident's
war proclamation, Covernor Uibley issued & call for her famous
Pirst Hegiment, which reached the front in time for Bull fiun.

Two years later, at Gettysburg, the First Minnesota stopped Fickett's

charge, the highwater mark of the Confederacy and the turning of

the tide,
L .



M,OOO the State sent |

more than 22,000 men tothe Union armies. At home the farms
poured out wheat to feed the Republic and for export. Meanwhile
the ousted Sioux were wetching the advancing farms.

Under the Indian treaties, some of the speculators had
taken advantage of the red men, and the administration of the
treaties wae less than just; the missionary Eishop Whipple had
warned Fresident Lineoln of the danger, Now, with meny of the white
men away at war, the Sloux suddenly rose in the autumn of 1862,
crossed the Minnesota hiver, and caught the sa‘tlt.lsra oy surprise.
They devastated the iinnesota Valley, killing more than 350
settlers and taking 300 prisoners., A Gompany of soldio;'a from
Fort lidgelsy was ambushed and almost wiped out. Cn the south
side of the river the Germans at New Ulm barred the way; fifteen
hundred settlers, refugees and volunteer fighters withstood an
Indian attack. Uut the town was almost & total loss, and was
afterwards abandoned.

4ith stronger forces, the Indians were repelled, and nearly

2,000 were captured or voluntarily surrendered. Uf these more
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than 300 wers C@EY& tishop Whipple
asked Lincoln to "red children”, only
38 were executed. Most of the Indians left the State, and

_ with |

there were reforms in the Indian stration. Today
+ Madesota, e ha
some 14,000 Chippewa live in‘w?op on the white
8" e hed idver cgpy
Larth reservation, while direct descendants of the Lioux /_;-

of that uprising still live at Fipestons and Along the Nirnesota
i ST i
Hiver between Cranite Falls and Hedwood Falls, /.,.«'_" g

’#" e

A more i.nport.mt event for the rgbm ﬁﬁqh the Indian

e

uprising was the appearance 1n 1062 of a uoa:l—buﬂﬂf;;g loconntm,
the William Crooks by name, pull.tng a tm:ln on a tan-nill
track between St. o\nthnn;md St, raul, By 1870, there were
nearly one thousand miles of railroad in the Jtate, and the
popul;ua:am leaped o nearly half a million,

..About the grsatest of the Minnesota railroad-builders,
James J, Hill, there are meny stories; according to one, Hill
firet left Canada as an adventurous boy of 1¢, with the intention

of sailing to China or India by way of Hinnesota. e had

phmud Lo oont:izme westwardfrom Jt, Faul in a hed Ziver cart-train,

=19=-



but finding that rgi:::e ast trip of the year
he was forced to stay over. In St. Paul he found work os a
shipping clerk on the wharves, and made the city his home for
the rest of his life while he built a mighty transportatien
aystem,

Phe railroad and the State Doard of Lmmigration sent
agents to furope am issued pamphlets in every language.
By 1870, Europe had sent 40,000 Cermans and nearly 60,;60
Seandinavians., This was the true Norse gettlement, Whether
or not the Kensington iune Stone, &s many believe, tells of
un actual visit by 30 Norsemen to Minnesota in the year 1362,
the descendants of the Norsemen who came after the Civil war
very largely made the State what it is today. They worked
in the woode and mines and on the farms, bringing their songs

and legends, and & strong tradition of personal independence

and social cooperation. The Seandinavians introduced Lhe

farmers cooperatives in which Minnesota leads the natdon.

it one time, the people of Minnesota were 71 percent

foreign-born. Teoday, the proportion 1s less than 15 percent,
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ﬂlllOd the Urunge, th
» Lhe movement
mpt. Hinnesota rapidly. By
of which almost » e veoundinmidandor,
In 187&,’ ﬂmu“r
& ware i

gave the State tiowmra%%ﬁ% RE1408, “haleOlaghy levdrbongg eesnan
Charies 1o ih rate leptelation, mihind
Charles 4. Lindbergh, G b ntdbmt o G0 dhddt Ahn
after to resulate Lran,
right as his son who m%imw HWldgy Jiterest,

Hinnesols remember

The railroads brousit in tRESESoPLel8%a, vbkentiouk the $I9ESs
and in so doing aroused among the farmers one of the first great
populer movements for which the State is famous. Many farmers in

the older ssttlemeats complained that bumper wheat orops were of

B

Little value with markets far from home; thep Charged the reilroads
- ﬁ--."

with discrimination and unfeir practicesﬁ}_ and begen Lo organize to

 protect themselves. In 1867 a Minnesots man, Oliver Kelley,

& ¢

f;mldod the Fatrons of Husbesadry in washingbon, DeC. lopularly
cailed the Grange, the movement swepl Ninnesota rapidly. By

1869, out of 49 Cranges in the United States, 40 were in Kinnesota,
In 1874, Grangers were in control of the ‘tate legislature and
pushed through State legislation, and Federal action followéd soon

after to repulate transportation in the public interest.

Minnescta remembers the blizsard of 1873, which took the lives

=2l



of 70 wm@@@YﬁuMa panic of that

year, Dulut.n, which had been enjoying a speculative railroad
toom, became almost totally bandrupt within a few days, and
suifered & drop in population from 5,000 te 1,300. And then

came the gresshoppers. 5y 1876 they not only devoured every leaf
and spear ol ﬁt’., i the Western a nd ~outhwestern Countles,
but ste ciothing ana wood as well, Frivate charity and public
appropriations kepl thousande of old settlers on the prairie,
ané newcomers in their sod-huts, from starvation. The Governor
appointed a day of State-wide prayer ln the spring; end afterwards,
slthough the hoppers hatehed as usual, they took {light when fully
growa and left Hionesota.

lailroad building resumed after the panic., The early lines

were forme: into great competing systems which served the Jtate
well, and new waves of lmmigrants ceme in. By 1885, after the
Twin Cities were conneected with the Facific Coast by rail, the
population passed the one million mark. Nany of the newcomers
were from Irelsnd, for whom Archbishop Ireland provided shelter

in lmmigrant houses., The railroads found shelter for others.
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_ometimes the olgrtowns. Ly 1900

the uneat-packinX fiousssalst needed —uroyean laber, recruited in

the lalkans, roland, lithuania and elsewhers, until the

wnole map of _urope wid represented in llnnesota,

Yore than once the Stats nas enjoyed , eterich=quick

hope=, only to find that real prosperity) lay in another

direction. .0 it was with the nineral resources, 1In 1865

the presence of iron ore was hacwn, out a report started in that

voar that po.d could Le found, and the gold exciteuent -

althourh it colls,sed the Jollowing year - delayed the develo ment

of iron. It was not until 1884 that the {irsl load of 1CC tons of

ore was shipped in five cars from ths Vermilion ridnes to

Two Harbors, The first ore found on the lesatd hanre was

not thougid pood snourn Lo warrsnt mdndng; but Leonidas Nerritt

and his six brothers, all timber crulser:, believed otherwise,

In 1890 Leonidas took out 14l lenseus, and o 1895 twenty mines

were producing nearly 2 million tons. iy the 1520%., linnesota

supplied three-tiftis of the nation's iron ore and last year

Minnesota took nearly 70 million tons of iron Lrom its sarth = =



over 2/3ds of th@‘, o‘ -lu. o%e great ore docks

of Duluth and Two !llartors, the spectacular pits of the iron
range, support mining towns which are like few others on.
earth -« equipped with municipel electric plants and other
utilities, and splendid commumnity houses, parks, libraries, and
schools,
The Pinns were recruited originally froa the old world
to work in the iron mines, D5ut they took to famming rather
than mdning. Dy this time much of the north woods had been
cut over, and many Finns seltled on low-cost homesteads. The
going was hard, The ground was difficult to clear, a language
barrier separated them from their neighbors, It was by force
of ecircumstances, because every penny counted, that the Finons
developed the consumer cooperatives in which Minnesota is a leader.
The sconomic and soclal development of Minnesota moved
forward on every front, only temporarily checked by Indian
uprisings, grasshoppers, business panics, and wars, The growth
of one industry alded another, Thomas B. Walker, who caue to

Hinnesota in 1862 as a surveyor for the St. Faul & Duluth Hailroad,



bought great tmt@!@@vm became a leader

in the lumber industry. The genius of a French immigrant enabled
the flour mills to overcome an obstacle which temporarily
threatened the prosperity of the prairie~farmers,

As the epring wheat of Minnesota came into competition with
the winter wheat grown elsewhere, the flour made fﬁm the epring
wheat was found to be darker and inclined to be speckled,

Sdmund LaCroix, a member of a French family which had come in the
1860's, developed a secret process which eliminated the difficulty.
Farmers came for hundreds of miles to Dundas, to marvel at the

rows of vibrating sifters. LaCroix took his process to the
Washburns in Minneapolis, Through the use of the middlings purifier,
vast stretches of the Northwest were cpened for the growing of
wheat, which could be milled into the whitest of flour, And today,
the State mills 11 percent of the nation's wheat, more than

3 billion pounds,

The opening of the lanana Canal was a severe, if temporary,
set-back to Minnesota, as traffic from the Urient no longer flowed
from the l'acific Coast to the Atlantic through Duluth., In later

-



years the dm@@PWm the Mississippi

has checked high freight rates by rail, and 5t. Faul, Minneapolis
and Duluth have grown steadily as distribution centers, when and
if the St, Lawrence Seaway is coupleted, Minnesoia once more
will ship the products of the Northwest region direct to Huropean
ports,

In 1862 the Rev, Lare J. Hauge, a Baptist minister, had
led a group of Dsnes to Freevom County, He wac a dalrying enthusiast
and lsost 30 rears later, in 189C, he took a nand in the organization
of the first coopsrative creamery in the State, at Clark's CGrove,
The cooperative movement spread gradually; after tae legislaturs
in 1919 drew up a code of laws to protect famers' cooperatives
they expanded more rapidly. To thelr research work in production
and marketing, in cooneration with the State University, 8s
due much of the prosperity of Mimnesota, As lumbering and
wheat began to decline somewhat in importance, a golden flow of
butter helped to take their place. In butter production, Minnesota
today leads the country with 18.4% of the United States butter

churned, and stands semnd in the production of milk -
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milling State, the acreage of com is now five t,imo: that —oFg if’j’.':'-""' e
(SR s

wheat and the rscord corn crop of 1948 produced 272,055,900
bushels. At the same time, the State harvested 14% of the
nation's oats. Two-thirds of the fammers in Minnesota own
‘thcir land; and the Minnesota State Falr, largest in the United
States, is famous sverywhere,

Minnesota has some 1,800 farzers' marketing and purchasing
associations, including creameries, grain elevators, livestock
and produce-shipping cooperatives; the number of coojerative
members is wore than half a million, the largest in the nation.
In consumer cooperation, the small independent Finnish storekeepers
in the iron range and Duluth area met in 1917 to foim their first
wholesale poel, Oince that time, the oil-distributing
societies have become well-known, and with varying degrees
of failure or success, consumer ccoperatives have undertaken to

operate telephones, electric lines, credit unions, bookstores,

dry cleaning, insurance, trucking, and even newspapers,

-27-
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those who engage in this papBkcular form of business organization,
While Minnesotans were fighting in surope and the Facific during
the Second World war, a small city, Albert Lea, won honors at
home. “or its voluntary, cooperative postwar planning to
make johs for the veterans, the businessmen and other citizens
of Albert Lea wers netionally publicized as an example,

In the census of 1940 the population reached 2,500,000
and the town population of Minnesota for the first time equalled
the rural population, as a result of & remarkable rise in
variegated industry, but perhaps more important, =s a result of
mechenization of farms. The mechanical siills of the early
imnigrants who worked in the shops and mille has been passed
on to their descendants., The State Loday l1s known for manufactured
dairy products, malt liquors, pulp and puper, canning, linseed
oil, cake and weal, foundry and machine-shop preducts, and
electrical pgoods. There has been a rapld development in
electric light and power.

in state politics, Mirnescta h .as generally remained with
-2
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the Eepublican Farty. From 1860 until 1932 she elected only
four non-lepublican Uovernos: John iinu, 1£99-19C}; John A.
Johnsen, L905-1909; W.5. Haamond in 1915 and Floyd Ulson in
1930,

devernor Olson was elected on the Fuormer-Labor ticket,
Ever since the time of the Cranger movement, the Ctate had
bean hospltebls Lo Independent, radical, third-party movements,
of Americau inspiration. The Farmmers Alliance movement began
to show potential strength in the Stale in 1281, In 1886,
as industry grow in the citiss, the Xnignhts of Lador joined
forees with the Alliance and drew up & strong rallroad and
labor platform whieh it pressed the Reputlicans to accept in
full, 3By succesefully backdng candidates pledged to support
agriculiural and lavor interests, the coalition virtuslly
controlled the legislature. In 1890 it strode out upon the
field as a third party; and Lwo years later the nation-wide
Fopulist Party was born, largely through the efforts of

Ignatius Donnelly, Minnesota's "Frophet of experiment,"
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Hepublican Governors, was elected with the support of
Democrats, ropulists and "Silver iepublicans", In 1912,
Minnesota voted for the Progressive Hepublican, Theodore
floosevell, From 1920 to 1938 the progressive movement
expressed itself through the Non-Fartisan League and the
Farmer-labor rarty, and from 2932 by support of Franklin
D, Hoosevelt and his New Deal and Harry 3. Trusan and his
¥ulr Deal., MNinnesota was represented in another early progressive
move, by Secretary of State Frank B.Kellogg, who sought world
peace through a treaty of all nations, the Kellogg-Briand
pact - - a plan of world disarmament.

but no party or coalition of parties has a copyright
on the progresaive spirit in Minnesota life, which has shown
itsell in the non~political cooperative movement, in arts and
letters and selences, and in state and local legislation,
The territoral government established public schools and the
first Normal Cchool west of the Mississippi, and took steps

towards establishing a universitys In 1872 the state board
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was passed in 1909, and a mininmua wage act for women and
minors in 1913, In 1917 the legliciature enacted 37 laws
for the protectlen of children, The state govemment was
completely reorganized in 1939, when lNinnesota established
a Department of Soclal Security, with divisions devoted
to sosinl welfare, enployment, and public institutlons.
The Jtato has 57 State parks, recreational reserves,
way-sldes snd monuments, and & lurger area in pame refuges
than any other [tate -~ ~ more than 3,300,000 acres, an
area preater than Connecticut. Minnsapclis and St. Paul
are outetanding awong large ‘merican cities for their park systems
Minnesota's most recent wave of nationsl publicity is making
known the cold bright days of winter sport, end the sumer
life of lakes ana parks within easy reach of nearly all citizens,
Minnesotu writers havé had strong local roots, and
for the most rart a serious turn of mind. Ignatius Donnelly
was not only a political experimenter, but a scholar who

surprised his colleagues on the Senate floor by quoting
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Baconian theory of the authorsnip of Shakespear's plays.

Cne of his novels, CALSAL'. CCLUMN, is reported to have

seld 700,000 copies at nome and abroad. It contained a

prophecy that industrialized America in the twentieth century

would become & alctatorship, which happily hus not come true,
’i‘_ilors’t.ei;; Veblen, brought by his Norweglan immigrant

parente Lo & Hianesola larm when he was 8 y:aara old, studied

al Carleton College, lortilield, Hinnesota, and began to

read the social philosophers [rom Hume and Kant to Spencer.

Here he found his direction as a eritical ansiyst of wmodemn

industrial eivilization. He wae a clear-cut radical of the

authentic, home-grown kind, It is said that alter returning

from Yale wilh nie Fh.D., he spent seven years at home, apparently

doing nothing, and was stauped by his neighbore as a fallure,

Then he became famous as the author of thie THLORY OF THE

LEISURL CLASS and other oconomde classics, and for his translation

of an Icelandic saga,

In belle-lettres, . Scott Fitzgerald, Charles Flandrau,
=32~
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Martha Onmu@ P
to America at 8.

fisherman, came to Minnesota almost penniless, He won a

yaag, & Norwegian

professorship at S¢. Olaf's College, where he Laught until
his death in 1931, In GIANTS IN THE EARTH he wrote a
pereeptive aceount of pioneef life which seems assured of
permanence in ‘merican literature,

Local pride was hurt in 1920 when Jinclair Lewls,
2 native son, published MAIN STRLET, a criticism of the
narrowness amd materialism which the writer velisve were
typical of the American small town. MAIN STHIET at once
became one of the most influential books in our history,
bethr among writers and the general public. If "Carol hLennicott"
today would find life in "Gopher Irairie" more interesting
than she did in 1920, part of the credit belongs to Lewls -
who was known as "Doodle” in ids Sauk Center days.

The lumberjacks created the most famous literary character
in the h.iatory of the State, the fabulous hero Faul Bunyan and

Babe, the Blue Ox. As part of national folklore, they are
s ’
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In Hinnosota, the activitles of Faul ars still
marked on the map, as in the zase of Union itdver, which
derives its nase from a difficulty Fsul faced ir checking
the tears of his loggers, as they cut timber in = region
of wild onions, Close by, incidentally, is Temperance
fiver, naned in the logging days because it was the only
northshore sirewn with no bar at ita mouth,

The Neruans brought music, Long before the Minneapolis
Symphony Orchestra was orzanized in the 1890's, the first
string quartel woe formed by four Cermens in St, faul, amd
the Cermans in Winona and the Czechs 4n New Frague cach had
an orchestra. The Lutheran pastors everywhere saw to it that
their people hat trained choirs, The a eapella choir at
S« Olaf's Bollege, the only one of its type in America, owes
much 08 the geniue of its conductor, F, Malius Christiansen,

In wusic, Minnesota has an unbroken tradition - or
many traditions - extending back to its early days. Today,

Minneapolis is a center of music, with weekly concerts of its
3=
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piano series, chambsr concerts, and annual visits of the
ballet and the Metropolitan opera company., In the arts,
there has been more of a deliverste effort at a rivival,
The people retained for a long time much of the domestic
folk art that preceded the machine age in the countries
from which they camej in this respect, they were closer than
they thought to the Indians whose culture they displaced,
The farmer had to make his own tools, his wife made her
own bedspreads, the iled ilver hunter made his own dogsleds;
the Yankee farmer and Swedish howse wile, all had to be
eraftemen. As factorymade goods prevailed, the howe arts
vanished, and were in danger of being forgotten until artists
made illustrations of them in recent years for the Index of
American Design.

As t he machine age began in Minnesota, the women, long
before Carcl Kennicott complained of the flatness of life in
Copher Prairie, took an interest in the encouragement of art.

In 1903, largely through their efforts, t he legislature passed
=~35=
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of our time, the work o Homer Dodge Martin, Cadwalleder
Washburn, and Nicholas Brewer,among others,is well known,
Carl Bohnen is noted for portraits, Carl lawson for his
paintings of woods and waters, Jeck and Faul Fjelde, father
and son, are noted in the field of sculpture,

In science, Mimnesota's outstanding contribution had its
beginnings in 1883, when a cyclone struck the town of Hochester,
The Sisters of St. Francis offered their convent to a local
health official, Dr. Willlam Worrall Mayo,te care for 100
injured, Six years later, this order oPmod S5t, Mary's
Hospital which they placed under the care of Dr, Mayo and his
two famous sons, Willlam J, and Charles. Here they first did

\
the work which has since brought them national recognition,

and to many thousands of Americans has made Hochester the most

famous place in Minnescta. The Mayo Cliniec works in close
association with the State University,

The arts and sciences, ngrieultum and industry in

il
i

rl
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Minnesota have e State University,

whiech has gnth-@“ @Pm poets, novelisis,
teachers, scientists, oritics and historians., It is not the
oldest college in continuous seryice in Einnesots, for church
ecolleges astablished before the Civil War are still teaching
American vouth, While the University was charterad in 1851,
4t did not bepin its rea) development until 1867-68 under
William Watts Folwell. The University has grown steadily as
a focal roint for the life of the tate, Tlonesr lealers
like the miller, Jom 5, Pillsbury, have served it loyally
and contributed generomsly, Today it is asecond in size of
enrollment only to Caplifornia,

The public school system dates from the first year of the
Territory, 1849, Today it is one of the best in the United
States, serving morc than half & million children. The early
imniprants of Minnesota were for the most part literats people =

| .many had read about the State in the guldebooks scattered over
Lurope = and all were eager for more education for thamselves

and their children. it is largely in the schools Lhat Minnesota
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country as & whole - progress in the art of learning to live
together,

The churches of the State stem from the work of the early
missioneries, who had cowparatively small success in converting
the Indians in large numbers, but who built a firm foundation
for the work of the denominations today. The ioman Catholic
Church, with some 600,000 adherents, is the largest, the
Lutherans second., All the leading Frotestant Churches and
the Jewish faith are -epresented. In the cities are fine,
large houseo o? worshipy in the countryside, the rodest white
steeples of the early days still serve the needs of farming
peorle, Heligion is a living element in Minnesota's past and
present, a source of inspirstion for her social progress,
and for her faith in the democratic future,

Gven before 1&1\?&5 a State, Minnesota had an historical
society. It was the first institution iucorjorated by the

State Legislaturs, In the year when statehood was attained a



history was publ.@@ P4¥ the Territory,

That seal shows a ploneer with his hand on the plow, gazing

did,

toward the setting sun, Above him is a motto, Quo Sursum

Volo Videre, "I wish to look forward,"

de have the duty not only to honor the founders,

(end)
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but to pass on their faith and fire, to look forward as they
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