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Miss Shaver, distinguished guests: We assemble here today to pay tribute 
to the strength of man. We honor on this occasion a group of men and women 
who have proved themselves to be the outstanding contributors of the past year 
to the v1orld of creation and to the world of ideas. 'l'he men and women we 
honor represent all fields of human endeavor. They have in common, however, 
the honor of being people of ideas and persons of creative thought. 

It is said of a r.rythical Greek hero that by extra-ordinary physical 
skill he wr?.s able to jump the surface of the earth to the planets, and after 
accumulating the wisdom of his visit, r eturned to the earth to be worshipped 
as a god for his superior knowlc~ge . 

Those Who h:we been honoured today by rece1 v1ng The AJnerican Design 
awards have be<:m able, not by virtue of great physical strength, but by virtue 
of the penetrating mind, to lift themselves from the surface of the .aarth and 
explore the rrwsterii3S of the universe. We honor them just as our ancients 
honored their ancestors as the great men of our age . 

The thinkers of the world represent the real strength of mankind. The 
pages of history demonstrate beyond question that it is the idea - the creative 
idea - that survives thru the ages , not the conqueror. 

RS we pay tribute to the importance of creative design and the concept 
of the idea in man's development, we can receive r enewed assurance that we 
in this audience are not alone. IJith us are the immortals - - the great 
spiritual leaders of the world. Vfith us sits Buddha (his knees crossed, his 
feet in sandals, his shoulders covered with a shawl, his body firm but his 
face beruning) as he says to us: 

"A single day nmongst the learned is longer than 
the longest life among the ignorant. The ink of 
the scholar is more sacred than the blood of the 
martyr . 11 

We are not alone in this hall, for with us too sits Confucius, his head 
hairless, his fo.ce ascetic , d.S he s:.tys to us: 

11 l!.very piece of marble has a statue in it, waiting 
to be r el eased by a man of sufficient skill to chip 
aw:J.y the unnecessary parts. l~s the sculptor is to · 
the marble, so is education to the soul. It r eleases 
it, for only educated men are free men. You cannot 
create a statue by smashing the Tllc:l.rble with a hanuner, 
and you cannot by force of arms r elease the 
spirit or tho soul of man." 

We are not alone, for with us too sits MohamocQ,with black beard and 
fiery black eyes , who says to us: 

'1The wis8 man is instructed by r eason; the ordinary 
man by e xperience; the stupid man by necessity; 
the brute by instinct. The essence of knowledge is 
this: having it, apply it. 11 

We ar 0 not alone, for with us sits Christ, who r ecites the parable of 
the Good Sam~ritan in or der to expr ess his scorn for those who have minimized 
the equality of oth8r creeds or r:J.ces •. There is no discrimination among them, 
because therb is no limit to God's bounty. His is the gr8at teaching of love, 
compassion, humility and of dePlocratic principles. 

we are not alone, for with us sits Moses , his vigorous, athl etic body 
cover ed with flowing robes. He says to us in the Talmudic manner of question 
and answer: 

""Vvho is wise? He who learns from · eve~hiug, 
Wbo is strong? He who conquers hims elf. ~~'h'o 
is rich? He who is s atisfietl 1-.i.th whn.t he has . 
Who is honourable? He who is honoured by his 
neighbors. \vhat is the gre;at law? 'l'hat which 



is . hateful t'o thyse'ir ·cto. not do to others . 
· That is :. tht;; great law.. All the rest is its 

cozm1entary. 11 

We are not alone, for with ·us sit al!l. these great· spir.itval lt:::aders> 
.Buddha, Confucius, Moh~Jnme~, Christ, Moses, Th~ give ~s comfo~ and 
solace in our conv~ction that ideas &re imMortal~ that through Truth man 
can be free. 

There .are two ways of reporting hi's.tory. The ·first is in te~ of 
battles won and ·lost and the fall and~is~, of governments; the other is in 
terms of the. discoveries of the mind, In every generation the m:i.nd of man 
reaches out to new len~h and never shrin~o baet to its former dlinensions~ 
FortunatGly,. though m .. w is mortal, his thoughts and ideas are immortal~ 
Each generation s.a.lvages the irrunorta.lity· of the succeeding ones to cl"eate a 
steady progression of civilization • 

. The creative ideas of mah have developed fast in recent years, It 
was on1y 300 years ago the.t man began to seriously question himself about 
the n~ture of ·the .physi~al worid .in which he lived~ The 17th CenturY was 
characterized by the great intellectual .revolution, the Age of Science. 
Men becarne possessed with the id~a that the physical universe was their 
concern - that they could ask questions about natural phenomena without 
incurring the wrath of God. They became possessed with the idea that there 
were .physic.:!.l laws they could f athom. Hete indeed was the triumph of 
Copernicus, Galileq~ Ncwt~n --men of id~as, men possessed by ideas. 

1'he 18th and 19th Centuries wore characterized by new ideas that 
possessed men -- the idea that if t!1ere were physical laws of the universe 
t0at men could fathom and ask qt~esticns about, then why not nsk questions 
about the nature of man-made society. 

VVith this questioning, the ideology of democracy came into being. 

Until the first world war this ideology was on the offensive. The 
action against it was rear-guard, defensive, and uncertain. Democracy was 
the ·concept of t o.day and t omot±-ow. :t-'!.en everywhere heard of it n.nd spoke 
of it and acted to achieve it. 

· But, in this generation democracy has been challenged by another 
ideology. In Italy, Gennnny, and Russia the leaders talked of what they 
said was a 11 new order11 , - somethin6 new and streamlined. · 

But .wh9.t did we see v1hen we examined this 11 new order"? l-Ie have found 
it wasn 't new .:l.t all. It was the old, old doctrine of authoritarianism, 
pushed with the force of guns and marching feet -- yes, nothing more than 
the ancient curse of 11 div"ine right" of the strong to rule the weak. 

Democracy met and conquered this old concept years ago in nearly every 
civilized nation of the .world. Today, if we fully understand the power of 
our idea and its full meapingP we can easily maintain the eminence of the 
democratic faith that only yesterday spr,~ad from mind to mind and heart ·to 
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ltlhen the prophets of the a;:1cj.erlt religion of 'totalitarianism" say to 
you , ne~d something new, .we can answer: It is y~U - who need the ,new; 

ideol6gy is ' always new -':"' only the truth can make .:you fre~~ ' .. 
' . . . . \ . .._ ,_, ~ . 

. Of al;t· people wl1o" should .. tmd~rstand the ilnmori~iity of ·the' idea and 
the · po·wer of ideology, · t ht::: .. ~r.ierican ' people should be the first, Our idea 
of democmcy was embodied in the Preamble to the Declaration ,of Independence> 
and ·in the words of our Cqnstltutidn_ · It has as its j 'Jhilosopht!rs Samuel 
Adams , Thomas Jefferson, James Ha<lison, Tom Paine , •~braham Lincoln, Woodrow 
Wilson~ ·· F:Panklin Roosevelt~ Thes'J men ali spoke of ·the · same ideology;'· all 
wet'a possessed of· the S!;u:le idea. ·' They sought to free men f!ron{f-enr·; to free 
them ··from · poverty; t o free them ·fj.'Om social · ancl economic· injustice, ·and 
from ·'-insecurity • -

Strqnge· cis it may seem, Ameriba has 'let loose upon . this ·world. the most 
powe1~fu1 · and . dynarniq political and -social force in ·the· history o'f itlan. ·:It 
has .its: roots deep in the· $piritual sub~tance· of Ju<l~o-Ghristianity. It 
receives its political inspiration: from the 'logic of the stoics, the 
compassion of 'the martyrs, the faith of the 'philosophers ·of natural law • . _,, 
We are : df the first t.o present ·to the -modern· world- a coherent ·political 1faitt 
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based upon the dignity of the individual, the equality ancl fraternity of 
mankind. We are of the first t o pattern a structure of government and a 
f orm of society in which the liberties of a peopl e were guar~nteed and 
opportunity was t o be assured . 

This was an idea - or bett E:: r t o say - ru1 i ceol o'e;y more powerful than 
the armies of the conquer ors. Histo~ proves this fact. It was our call t o 
freec:om in 1776 and our realization of a goverruuent of the people, by the 
people and f or the people that l et l oose in this world a socia l and political 
r evolution. This r evolution upset the thrones of Europe a nd convulsed the 
continent. It put into the hearts and breasts of the col onial people, the 
under-privileged and the subjected , the consuming desire of individual 
liberty, a desire which t oday is ITdllifest ed by such r ebellions as we -see in 
InC.o-China , in Indonesia , antl in the f act of India 's freedom. We never moved 
a battalion or a r egiraent on the contimmt of ~urope in the 1800 1 s, yet the 
iclea of the Decla.ra tion of Independence produced the doctrine of the "Rights 
of Man" M d broke the back of oppr ession and the power of kings •. 

Today, t oo , the vital f orce in the world is the s earch f or freedom. 
We see many manifestations of it: the rise of nationalism of the colonial 
peopl es; the oppressed and the poverty stricken f ollowing the leadership 
of those who us e ~h e symbols of freedom, even though their purpose may be 
otherwise . We find econonusts and political philosophers t alking in t erms 
of abund.ance within the framework of individual freedom .. Men are no l onger 
just content t o talk of their s ecurity. Th ey want security, and liberty. · 
The humanita rian of this generation is one who understands the interdependenc• 
of these two principles -- freedom &! 0 s ecurity. 

Ther e are those who t oday f eel we have movecl away from this idea, · when 
in fact it is out ~~turing . It is growing strong in its own s ense of 
compet ence and rich in its experience . The gr~at political and social 
experiments taking place in ~urope -- in the free countries of ~urope --
are but another expr ession of this i dea of democracy. Our gropD1g and 
experimentation in the hall of C'ongress, evolving such pr ogra.'Ils as the New 
FreeC.om and the New Deal a r e but further expr essions of a people with the 
desire t o emancipat e themselves fror:1 fear, from insecurity, and from 
oppression • . 

No better exrunpl e of 0ur nuturing ctemocracy co.n be f ound than the ever­
gr owi.'1g demnml that all peopl e , r egar dl ess of race, color, or creed, be 
guaranteed full an~ equal civil rights. The mor ality of our dem~ r atic 
f aith compels us t o cleanse our body politic of the guilt t hat arises from 
our dist0rtion of Democratic principles through di scrinunation and bigot~ • . 
The -~merican pc:opl e are acting t o r edeem their honor • . In city after city 
in State after St ate - h~~n rights are being r eaffirmed and protected by 
law. The democratic spirit .of the peopl e now calls upon our national govern­
men~ t o d0stroy the l ast vestige of intol er ance. 

Our maturing democracy calls f or the recognition that .all must be free 
from insecurity. ltll must be ~ivil..;gecl t o enjoy the opportunity of good 
health, of pr oductive work, of education, of adequate housing, and of 
decent living conditions. 

This is democracy's answer t o the fraud of dictat orship • . 

To be sure our generation lives in a world, part of which has l ost 
its rninci . \ve have the f·aith and conviction, hcwever, that the f orces of 
creative thought , of education, and of civilization will, as they have through 
the ages , survive the obstacles. Future generations will l ook at the period 
in which we live as merely one of a mor~l crisis. It will r ecord, however, 
that we survived that crisis ancl moved f orward t o the gr eater fulfillment of 
the i dea of freedom. Yes, dfr~ pite a generation terrified by concentration 
carnr s, C.ictat orship, ancl world war -- in thG perspective of Time, the 
achi evements of t he f irst half of the 2oth C entu~ will outwei gh the tragedy 
and the suffering. 

Out of eve~ bitter experience uf histo~, out of eve~ tragedy --
mn.n l earns in his sorrow. n.nc~ out of the sacrifice of two world wars we 
again come back t o the limnort o.l idea -- of the oneness of man -- of his 
essential unity. It was out of this conviction and out of the r ecognition of 
this et em al truth that mortal m.1.n, with all of his limitations, his ·prejudices 
and inabilities, crc;at ed the Unitec! Nations . 



• ' I .. 

-4-

This idea of a world ur cler antl the United Nations is oot. Jm(f;V. It 
has its own im.111ortality. l'-1ankind from the very beginning has sought 
a society in which he can live in peace and security, and has groped his 
way. That society is only obtainable when the principl e of goverrunent 
by the c8ns0nt of the governed, rule by majority, and respect for minority 
rights is firmly engrained in the social fabric of all nations and all the 
world• 

The United Nations is a sillillnarizcd expr ession of the desire of mankind 
t o live in a world of law o.nd order . 

History has alwa:,rs demonstrated that this is a l ong struggle and is 
not something that cM be accomplishe<.l immediat ely. These are l ong run 
aiins of pecpl e of democratic faith f or a type of world government bas ed 
upon l aw in which individual rights are pr userved, a.ml where there is 
room f or a diversity of cultures. Thi s is our obj ective -- a world of 
free and equal -men, who will in their freedom create and secure a just and 
enduring pea.ce . 
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