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• Pllenda and feHetr e;Uizelile of Mimaeapou" 

It was just two years ago that I sppke over this same 

station in behalf of ~ own candidacy for the office of 

l4ayor of Minneapolis. 

I shall never forget the friendly response to that 

message and the overwhelming support ~hat came to me fran 

the voters. 

llinneapolis has been good to me and my family. 

The privilege of serving as 14a.yor of this city was an 

I remember the banquets and the picnics - the parades 

and the aquatennials. 

I like to reminisce about the meetings I attended --

the conferences and the social gatherings. 
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It was fun, and all of it was a great opportunity 

for ser'rlce. 

Yes, we worked wgether. 

Even after hotly contested poll. tical campai./' 

We all settled down to the job of improving Jlinneapoli.s 

cOJIIII11.lni ty life and municipal go'iermnent. 

My memories are all good ones. 

I think about the programs we started together. 
) 

The plans and the projects which "Were made for a 

better and finer city. 

Ot course 1 many things are le 1't undone. 

'lbere always are things to be completed. 

tJ:A>. 
Theret.al.wasy new jobs to be started and new plans 

and programs for others to undertake;> 

But somethings did get underway and it is imperative 

that the splendid work of hlD'ldreds and hundreds of our 

leading citizenry who were mobilized into committees and 
-~ 
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councils be carried forward with understanding and courageous 

leadership. 

In camnuni ty work and in municipal wovernment there is 

never an ending to the need of public service. , 

Everyday brings new problems. 

Every generation of our people have new ideas and 

ailutt~ ts and search for new answers • 
.I -:;,;..- -

) 

What is needed is a continuity of direction. 

What is needed is competent and constructive leadership 

~ 
that li n the cooperation and 

It is for this reason_J±£2!! ~' 11 I have 

and w.i.ll continue to support a brilliant, aggressive, and 

~an toterve as Mayor of this city. 
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I refer, sf COM .., to my friend and • your friend, 

JOHN G. SIMMONS, Candidate for Mayor. 

All too often in political speeches we expect an attack 

upon the opponent. 

All too often in municipal elections there have been 

rumors and inuendo and outright ~on the 

character of the respective candidates. 

There is no room for this sort of political trickery 

21 ' 21 I; in this or in arry other election .• 

Roli tics can be just as clean as we want it to be. 

It will be just as dirty as we J,:ennit it to be. 
J 

I have no wo~s of condemnation of the other men who 

have filed for the office of ~or. 

I know some of the candidates personally. 

I have often spoken in words of praise about them. 

They have deserved that praise - more than tha; 

kindly words are but good manners. 
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I ) J remember that old Chinese proverb -

"It is better to light a candle that it is to curse 

the darlmess. 

nit is better to speak well of a man than it is to 

condemn him or his associates." 

eiLeda' fMi' ,e·..,..piJ,Q ::tnbtt d'lilll w!l tiaz a .. - I AM F 1/f"t L'f < ()11.111/IVr~ 
lla~"E>I~R. -r,.,t+,. l..ht+N SIMMow.; IJ .,-1-le' ovJ-JrAND!Nt; . (',;;, """ t OA rr --.. I 

AN'IJ V~(,c 

Y6u To VtlT£ FoA I+ .IA1 
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He has the courage to speak out and work in behalf 

of important but yet controversial, political, and social issues. 

John Simmons has earned and he holds the respect of people from 

all walks of life. He has held prominent positions of leadership 

in. church organizations and in social welfare agencies. He has 

been a living example of a democratic spirit in the field of 

human relations. He is loved and respected by Pr~eetant, Catholic, 

and Jew. Hms work as a community leader on the North Side of 

Minneapolis has gained for him the everlasting affection of all 

races, creeds, and nationalities. 

John Simmons has not sat idly by while people suffered 

under the yoke of injustice and exploitation. It is John Simmons, 

your a.andidate for Mayor, who was the chairman of a state-wide 

committee for a fair employment practices law. It was John Simmons 

who spoke in hundreds and hundreds of meetings and covered the 

entire area of our state in behalf of a program of tolerance, 

understanding, and wholesome human relations. This took courage, 

and it took time, and it required a sacrifice of tk his energy 

and his very limited financial ~esources. 

John Simmons has proven again and again that he is a 

man of great character. His unselfishness, his courage, his deep 

sense of loyalty and integrity are characteristics familiar to 
. 

every one of his associates, his neighbors and his friends. 

Again and again I hear people ask, "Why can 1 t we have good. 

men in politics?" Well, my i'rie!!lois~ fellow citizens, this is your 

chance. John Simmons is a good man ~ good in eve~ sense; spiritually 

good, intellectually honest, and good in ••• .. that he knows 



people and how to work with them. I can never forget the loyal 

service he gave to the City of Minneapolis during those years I 

served as Mayor. This service not only covered the field of human 

relations but it went into every aspect of the social and economic 

fabric of our community life . I 

I ~to say a word to my friends in organized labor 

about John Simmons. I am sure that you have not forgotten what he 

has done for you. May I refresh your memory for a moment? Do you 

remember those trying days when we had a nation-wide strike of 

telept one workers? Do you recall that it was John Simmons , along 

with our honored and esteemed sheriff, Ed Ryan, and my friend, 

Bradshaw Mintner, who gave literally hundreds of hours of their time 

toward promoting a settlement of this strike? M1 _. .... ~s~n~e .. m••--·M·w~ 

J:lbr t , j s 11h1 •• a $ I '] 
I I I j&Ub 

I recall 

the kind words of both labor and management that were said of John 

Simmons in that critical period , ~if ever a man pro;ed himself 

a friend of labor and has wholly deserved the unqualified, whole-hearted, 

and unanimous support of labor, that man is John Simmons . 

Now, let me say a word wa111111 ............ . to my friends 

in the CIO . Do you recall the Packinghouse strike? Do you r ecall how 

helped them, and I remember 

what he did. He served as a leader on a state-wide committee to aid 

the packinghouse employees and their families . These employees and 

their families needed food. The.y needed money for rent . The,y needed 

coal for their furnaces and their stoves. And it was John Simmons 
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who went from one end of this state to the other speaking in 

their behalf. 

zm I 6 U!@ghO IJO I Ml!lJ[J{!fll tttlS t'fl is slli'V .... _. ... ---~ ~ __ .. 

tU 
1 I 2 1 t 1 *ens f ' 1 

• 

If ever there was a candidate who deserves the whole-hearted 

support of every member of organized labor it is John Simmon~ Oh yes, 

he has had the courage to disagree with labor, but I will be quite 

frank with you, I think he was right in his disagreements . 

Nhen some elements of organized labor were opposed to .... 

·1~1U'·aa of 

and one that was 

the City of Minneapolis - a much needed improvement 

adopted - John Simmons was fo~istricting . When 

great sections of organized labor opposed the City Charter ch~ges -

changed that were long overdue and are still much needed - John Simmons 

led the fight in behalf of Charter reform. iK I worked with him 

day and night on this program. I believe in it now, as I did then, 

and I want to see someone } ayor of Ninneapolis who will continue the 

fight that must be won for good government. 

John Simmons will not only continue the fight, he will give 

it the leadership that is so desperately needed. 

Ask yourself whether any other candidate will do this! 

I have heard it said by responsible and prominent citizens 

in Minneapolis that John Simmons has played party politics. I would 

be the first to acknowledge that he did actively participate in a 

political party, and he participated with great honor in a noble cause 
~ that both Republicans and Democrat-Farmer~ whould applaud and all 
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liberty-loving Americans should acclaim. 

What part did he play? He was in the thick of the fight 

as a patriotic American citizen, devoted to democratic principles in 

cleaning up a political party that needed cleaning. He had the 

courage as a plain citizen, not as an office-holder or an .office-seeker, 

to meet the issue of Communism and communistic infiltration in an 

American poli tical party.~· .. -. ............ ~_.~ ........ ~ ........ ~ 

I know something about that fight and I rejoice to know that I had 

John Simmons as a partner in doing what I considen:Dl. to be an honorable 

job for politics in the State of\ Minnesota.) ~4i~9-.-il~liililr~s.-.:iriisiii:Bi:llii .. llli1-'lh~e 
/ 

be criticized 

for poli tical activity because of a fight against subversive elements, 

then I would say we have lost all hope of maintaining freedom. 

out of the 

Communism, 

u su:;gne• p &ssJ &Hct C!eHg&aem•: 1 JJE!!!IIne · · i'n 

. ·- _..,.._._......._ ~f there are some in or 

labor movement who oppose him because of his fight against 

then I join with John Simmons in welcoming~pposition. 
There is not a shad2w ~f ~ d?ubt, 

~~ 
however, that the rank~file of the 

Union membership of this city, as well as of America, are unalterably 

opposed to any type of subversive politics or activity in their own 
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Now, I have spoken about John Simmons and labor. But 

there is much more that needs to be said because John Simmons is 

a person that recognizes that all segments and all parts of the 

community are vitally important . Let us take a look at his record. 

He has been the President of the Lutheran Pastors Association 

and the Protestant Ministerial Association. He was the President of 

the Lutheran Welfare Society. He has been active in the national 

conference of Christians and Jews, which includes Catholics, Protestants 

and Jews . He has not only been active as a member but also setved 

as President of the North Side Community Council . He is a board 

member of the North Side Athletic Club and active in the Y M C A 

and the Boy Scouts movement . 

Board, Chairman of the Blind 
) 
I Council of Social Agencies . He was a member of the Minneapolis 

Citizens Committee of Education. He served as chairman of the 

Minneapolis Hennepin County Youth Conference. 

That is quite an impressive record. Surely such responsibility, 
~ such civic consciousness and suc~spirited leadership is adequate 

testimony as to his qualifications for the important position of 

Mayor of Minneapolis . 

A moment ago I mentioned that ~ohn Simmons was Chairman 

of the Minneapolis Hennepin County Youth Conference and had actively 

participated in Y \v C A and Boy Scout activities . I ask the parents 

of Minneapolis, "Is it not important to have a man as Mayor of the 

City who understands young people, has worked with them, and has 

gained their respect a.nii affection?" John Simmons hax that respect 

and has that ability to lead, and to guide, and to work with young 

men and young women. 
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There is just one other civic program in which John 

Simmons has actively participated that I wish to ca. 11 to your 

attention. Many people these days are mentioning their work in 

behalf of housing, and much good work has been done and,~ ...... , .... ~ 

haR&! , much more needs to be done. I wonder holli many Minneapolis 

citizens remember back to 1946 when we had a charter amendment 

election to permit the City of Minneapolis to participate in the 

Federal program of slmn-clearance and low-cost, low-rent housing . 

R , Minnesota was one of five states up until 1947 which 

did not have a state law that would permit cities like Minneapolis 

to obtain Federal government assistance in cleaning out slums and 

blighted areas. We were denied millions of dollars of Federal 

money - money that we paid in taxes, - simp+y because we did not 

have a state law that permitted Minneapolis, or any other city, 

to have a housing authority. 

e•~t was JQ.inn Simmons who headed a committee in 

behalf of the housing amendment . It was John Simmons who went 

out and helped raise money so that we could carry the message of 

housing over the radio and through the press . It was John Simmons 

who gave speech~d attended dozens of meetings in order 

to enlist public support for this 

s e -

a 

John Simmons was in the fight for housing . He demonstrated 

his leadership when leadership was hard to find and sorely needed. 

John Simmons served on the Emergency Housing Coromittee in the summer 

and fall of 1945, five or six months before the City Council passed 
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an emergency housing ordinance. I remember this because it was 

then that as Mayor of our City that I needed help. We had thousands 

of veterans and their families registered in need of emergency 

housing, and John Simmons helped get it--Even before the governing 

body of the city acted. 

John Simmons has a deep and expert knowledge of the 

housing problem. He will give leadership to a broad and comprehensive 

housing and redevelopment program in our city. Your Congress is . 
acting to make this possible . John Simmons, as your Mayor, will take 

immediate steps to insure Minneapolis ' participation in this program. 

\ 



-13-

I could go on to tell you more things, probably ..... ~-

most important the personal things. 

one of my 

community - all of the 
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I ~ ~unite them on a program for 

~ 
housing problem, ~ problem of irxiustrial ~ace, 

~ 
thl!r 

~problem of human relations, ~oblem of efficient 

·~ 
government, t~ problem of living tDgether in charity and 

unierstanding in tre 20th century~ 

-14-
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On one occasion I was asked by a reporter as to 

whether or not I supported John Simmons for Mayor. 

I said that I -did. ' . That he is my friend. 

He is endowed with great capacities of leadership. 

He has proved himself to be a community spirited 

person. 

And he is worthy of the trust and confidence of 

his fellow citizens. 

~E it caned t 5 3 t' t N sse USE §SID' • 

d 3 taik l t t ji J lu f:htnaensDP ' ~, -- ~ ...., - -r .r: 

At a later date, speaking to a luncheon audience , 

in Minneapolis, and a similar one in St. Paul , I had reaffirmed 

my whole-hearted support of John Simmons. 

But many letters have come to me and there have been 
I 

telephone calls and telegrams, too, s aying that Io=aimos uH. -



- 7-

S~me kind words and made CQWeptS gf pPRill IYESzb Obft8tl fA141U1Bb n' 
( 

To be sure, my friends, I have said what I hoped 

were kind words and favorable comments about others who are 

seeking this office. 

Ltt<~ 

I am grateful for their community servic~. 

But I believed then, and I still believe, that 

John Simmons is the outstanding candidate for this important 

office. 

I' Lli •• 

one 'l'•!dltl:&be !it Oleter X 6l:io:: tea IIi he is fie sf!siku 

i ....., T)a!jfif&; yj]] b i picutj &! 61 ft!Cibill £1 18116 AI 1 S@l9l 

It is not the purpose of this address to attack any 
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one or to campaign against any of the candidates. 

It is nry purpose to tell you why I a.m supporting 

John Simmons for the Office of Mayor-~-/-o tq' ~ 
(II(J.~ ..!::::;:~ Simmons for a long time. 

f 

I knew him before I became Mayor of Minneapolis. 
/ 

I kntw John Simmons I . as many of you have known 

him - as a man who is deeply interested in the "\-Telfare of 

Minneapolis and its people. 

I knfw him ~ ~· lil! sbsd •• tho lztgboeb p±!tte±P!"' 

ol ' IJ •• knu«>. - /i "'fiN OF I)I!.~JP 
(?o N v 1 C... T 1 o N 11 N J I N i t: C- R \ T Y, . 

I know that John Simmons has given unstintingly of 
) 

his time, energy, and ability to the improvement of the com-

munity life of Minneapolis •. 

He has extended his hand of fellowship and coopera.tion 

to business and in their worthy projects of youth 

activities and community welfare. 
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