USE VOICE TO ELimmwATE
TH ABRveT T RANMSITIgr” M v

e iy e

N/

It was just two years ago that I sppke over this same
raghe station in behalf of my own candidacy for the office of
Mayor of Minneapolis.

I shall never forget the friendly response to that
message and the overwhelming support that came to me from

the voters.

Minneapolis has been good to me and my family.

The privilege of serving as Mayor of this city was an

honor that o

I remember the banquets and the picnics -- the parades

and the aquatennials.

I like to reminisce about the meetings I attended —-

the conferences and the social gatherings.
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It was fun, and all of it was a great opportunity
for service,
Yes, we worked together.
Even after hotly contested political caupni‘gn/a
We all settled down to the job of improving Minneapolis

commnity life and municipal govermment.

......

My memories are all good ones.

I think about the programs we started togethsejr.

The plans and the projects which 1_rare made for a
better and finer ci‘t:y.

Of course, many things are left undone.

There always are things to be completed.

Theroey‘lil‘wasy new jobs to be started and new plans
and programs for others to mderta.ke>

But somethings did get underway and it is imperative

that the splendid work of hundreds and hundreds of our

leading citizenry who were mobilized intc committees and
2w



councils be carried forward with understanding and courageous

leaderships

In community work and in municipal wovernment there is

never an ending to the need of public service. W§
Everyday brings new problems.

Every generation of our people have new ideas and

W and search for new answers.

»

What is needed is a continuity of direction.

What is needed is competent and constructive leadership

AW
that gedws the cooperation and the understanding of Mz “f‘ﬂg
It is for this reason iliSthbe-glmmbien 1 have

and will continue to support a brilliant, aggressive, and

&m to ®rve as Mayor of this citye
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I refer, ef-cowranm, to my friend and ¥® your friend,
JOHN G. SIMMONS, Candidate for Mayors

All too often in political speeches we expect an attack
upon the opponent.

All too often in municipal elections there have been
rumors and inuendo and outright Wlpm the
character of the respective candidates,

There is no room for this sort of political trickery
andedus@®t in this or in any other election.

Politics can be just as clean as we want it to be.

It will be just as dirty as we permit it to be._

I have no wopds of condemnation of the other men who
have filed for the office of Mayor,

I know some of the candidates personallye.

I have often spoken in words of praise about thems

They have deserved that praise e more than tha‘t.)

kindly words are but good manners.
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I =2wy% remember that old Chinese proverb ==
"It is better to light a candle that it is to curse
the darkness.
nlt is better to speak well of a man than it is to
condemn him or his assoclates."
I-have no-words.of-crititism-abent-any-person—trrthls
olaction aepining Lo. thaoifiveot-liaer. — | AM Fikniy (‘Ouwmre?;,

ﬂaus«{_?rz)-mar N SIMMONS T THE OYTITAMmOivg CANGIOA 7r
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He has the courage to speak out and work in behalf
of important but yet controversial, political, and social issues.
John Simmons has earned and he holds the respect of people from
all walks of life, He has held prominent positions of leadership
in. church organizations and in social welfare agencies. He has
been a living example of a democratic spirit in the field of
human relations. He is loved and respected by Pretestant, Cathelic,
and Jew, His work as a community leader on the North Side of
Minneapolis has gained for him the everlasting affection of all
races, creeds, and natienalities,

John Simmons has not sat idly by while people suffered
under the yoke of injustice and exploitation. It is John Simmens,
your candidate for Mayor, who was the chairman of a state-wide
committee for a fair employment practices law. It was John Simmons
who spoke in hundreds and hundreds of meetings and covered the
entire area of our state in behalf of a program of tolerance,
understanding, and wholesome human relations. This took courage,
and it took time, and it required a sacrifice of ki his energy
and his very limited financial resources.,

John Simmons has proven again and again that he is a
man of great character. His unselfishness, his courage, his deep
sense of loyalty and integrity are characteristics familiar to
every one of his associates, his neighbors and his friends,

Again and again I hear people ask,"Why can't we have good{
men in politics?" Well, my fxiwmixy fellow citizens, this is your
chance, Jchn Simmons is a good man - good in every sense; spiritually

good, intellectually honest, and good in WMesemse that he lknows



people and how to work with them. I can never forget the loyal
service he gave to the City of Minneapolis during those years 1
served as Mayor. This service not only covered the field of human
relations but it went into every aspect of the social and economic
fabric of our community life, I

3 wn‘n‘tbto say a word to my friends in organized labeor
about John Simmons, I am sure that you have not forgotten what he
has done for you. May 1 refresh your memory for a moment? Do you
remember those trying days when we had a nation-wide strike of
telephone workers? Do you recall that it was John Simmons, along
with our honored and esteemed sheriff, Id Kyan, and my friend,
Bradshaw Mintner, who gave literally hundreds of hours of their time

toward promoting a settlement of this strike? issiesssssetiemieh=irr

Gddebaibiremonrors-omployped L thi Doleshonoroonpany . | recall

the kind words of both labor and management that were said of John
Simmons in that eritical period. if ever a man proved himself

a friend of labor and has wholly deserved the ungualified, whole-hearted,
and unanimous support of labor, that man is John Simmons,

Now, let me say a word wiliihsbensfessese to ny friends

in the CIO. Do you recall the Packinghouse strike? Do you recall how

hungry those workers were? Do you recall they needed help? Yes, -
I rememberm helped them, and 1 remember :

what he did. He served as a leader on a state-wide committee to aid
the packinghouse employees and their families. These employees and
their families needed food. They needed money for rent. They needed

coal for their furnaces and their stoves, And it was John Simmons



who went from one end of this state to the other speaking in

their behalf, istiroupirtaberonldeivctemantionitiisboauiisane

If ever there was a candidate who deserves the whole-hearted
support of every member of organized labor it is John Simmons» Oh yes,
he has had the courage to disagree with labor, but I will be quite
frank with you, I think he was right in his disagreements.

When some elements of organized labor were opposed to il

%%Whe City of Minneapolis - a much.needed improvement
and one that was adopted - John Simmons was forgredistricting, When
great sections of organized labor opposed the City Charter changes ot
changed that were long overdue and are still much needed - John Simmons
led the fight in behalf of Charter reform. Bm I worked with him
day and night en this program., I believe' in it now, as I did then,
and I want to see someone Mayor of Minneapolis whe will continue the
fight that must be won for good government.

John Simmons will not only continue the fight ,» he will give

it the leadership that is so desperately needed,

Ask yourself whether any other candidate will do this!

I have heard it said by responsible and prominent citizens
in Minneapolis that John Simmons has played party politics. I would
be the first to acknowlddge that he did actively participate in a
political party, and he participated with grea_t honor in a noble cause

that both Hepublicans and Democrat-Farmerises whould applaud and all



bl
liberty-loving Americans should acclaim,
What part did he play? He was in the thick of the fight
as a patriotic American citizen, devoted to democratic principles in
cleaning up a political party that needed cleaning. He had the
courage as a plain citizen, ﬁot as an office-holder or an office-seeker,
to meet the issue of Communism and communistic infiltration in an

American political par'by.m

I know something about that fight and I rejoice to know that I had

John Simmons as a partner in doing what I consider:si to be an honorable

job for politics in the State of Minnesotay) <meitneisiiammbis

ﬁf a man is to be criticized
for political activity because of a fight against subversive elements ¥
then I would say we have lost all hope of maintaining freedom.

e dpnaSismrens S ST S et T T Rt T ped-forobihe roke

Qf there are some in or

out of the labor movement who oppose him because of his fight against
A

Communism, then I join with John Simmens in welcomix@%pposition.
There is not a s,lia.ldow Zf a doubt, however, that the rankddfile of the
Union membership of this city, as well as of America, are unalterably

opposed to any type of subversive politics or activity in their own

ranks, or in America,
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Now, I have spoken about John Simmons and laber. But
there is much more that needs to be said because John Simmons is
a person that recognizes that all segments and all parts of the
community are vitally important, Let us take a look at his record,

He has been the President of the Lutheran Pastors Association
and the FProtestant Ministerial Association. He was the President of
the Lutheran Welfare Society. He has been active in the national
conference of Christians and Jews, which includes Catholics, Protestants
and Jews, He has not only been active as a member but also sefved
as President of the North Side Community Council, He is a board
member of the North Side Athletic Club and active in the Y M C A
and the Boy Scouts movement. He is a member of the Urban League
Board, Chairman of the Blind Services Committee, and %ﬁ‘ the
Council of Secial Agencies. He was a member of the Minneapolis
Citizens Committee of Education. He served as chairman of the
Minneapolis Hennepin County Youth Conference,

That is quite an impressive record. Surely such respensibility,

such civic conscieusness and sucd?gp;;;ted leadership is adequate
testimony as to his qualifications for the important position of
Mayor of Minneapolis,

A moment ago I mentioned that John Simmons was Chairman
of the Minneapolis Hennepin County Youth Conference and had actively
participated in Y W C A and Boy Scout activities. I ask the parents
of Minneapolis, "Is it not important to have a man as Mayor of the
City who understands young people, has worked with them, and has
gained their respect anil affection?" John Simmens hax that respect
and has that ability te lead, and to guide, and to work with young

men and young womeng
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There is just one other civic program in which John
Simmons has actively participated that I wish to call to your
attention. Many people these days are mentioning their work in
behalf of housing, and much good work has been done and, M
weswa, much more needs to be done, I wonder hoW many Minneapolis
citizens remember back to 1946 when we had a charter amendment
election to permit the City of Minneapolis to participate in the
Federal program of slum-clearance and low-cost, low-rent housing.
Fememsns, Minnesota was one of five states up until 1947 which
did not have a state law that would permit cities like Minneapolis
to obtain Federal government assistance in cleaning out slums and
blighted areas. We were denied millions of dollars of Federal
money - money that we paid in taxes, - simply because we did not
have a state law that permitted Minneapolis, or any other city,
to have a housing authority.

'G,-J.t. was John Simmons who headed a committee in
behalf of the housing amendment. It was John Simmons who went
out and helped raise money so that we could carry the message of

housing over the radieo and through the press. It was Jehn Simmons

who gave Jiiiges speech"‘gnd attended dozens of meetings in order

to enlist public support for this mMenth

John Simmons was in the fight for housing. He demonstrated
his leadership when leadership was hard to find and sorely needed.

John Simmons served on the Emergency Housing Committee in the summer

and fall of 1945, five or six menths before the City Council passed



=
an emergency housing ordinance, I remember this because it was
then that as Mayer of our City that I needed help., We had thousands
of veterans and their families registered in need of emergency
housing, and John Simmons helped get itee Even before the governing
bedy of the city acted.

John Simmons has a deep and expert knowledge of the

housing problem, He will give leadership to a broad and comprehensive
housing and redevelopment program in our city, Your Congress is
acting to make this possible., John Simmons, as your Mayor, will take

immediate steps to insure Minneabolis' participation in this program.
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Jm%unita them on a program for

MUl CIeA L
municipal bettermentes ON A PROISKAM OF

HONESTY AMo INTEGRITY:

_ Lo/ Sty
M will unite 4hem in solving sisets

o P e
housing problem, ihe#r problem of industrial peace,
m’ problem of human relations, Mroblem of efficient
ot

government, thede problem of living together in charity and

understanding in the 20th centurye



On one occasion I was asked by a reporter &s to
whether or not I supported John Simmons for Mayor.

I said that T did.’, That he is my friend.

He is endowed with great capseities of leadership.

He has proved himself to be 2 community spirited
person,

And he is worthy of the trust and confidence of
his fellow citizens.

s i S BN i - MR i s -+
doubbeaschy mypcsupport -of - John - oimmensiw

At a later date, spesking to a luncheon audieneg,
in Minneapolis, end a similer one in St. Psul, I had reaffirmed
my whole-hearted support of John Simmons.

But meny letters have come to me and there have been

/

telephone calls and telegrams, too, saying that Iedrrre=saide

s f el beana (4



some kind words and made commeniseaf-preise-sboutrother-persons...

Ty yo. . —
To be sure, my friends, I have said what I hoped
were kind words and favorsble comments about others who are

seeking this office.

Eyr;;;?*/ oF TiHEM I LIKE Pzﬁsowmr:

I am grateful for their community service.
But I believed then, and I still believe, that
John Simmons is the outstanding candidate for this important

office.

It is not the purpose of this address to attack any



one or to campaign against eny of the candidates.

It is my purpose to tell you why I am supporting
John Simmons for the Office of Meyor.— M—ﬂ{ +D w‘r UIU"'
W furr

I have known John Simmons for a long time.h

I knew him before I became Mayor of Minneapolis.

>
I lngw John Simmons -- as meny of you have known

him — as & man who is deeply interested in the welfare of

Minneapolis and its people.

I kngw him 35 cnestevebedmbominewirishost FPTHETyTEY

ob-deseweyeiisioner. = 7/ M RV oF iEjfs:ig:Fi
CoVVICTion AND INTEERITY,

I know that John Simmons hes given unstintingl§ of
his time, energy, and ability to the improvement of the com-
munity life of Minneapolis.

He has extended his ha?d of fellowship and cooperation

'

to business and civiq~groups [: their worthy projects of youth

activities and community welfare.
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