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Lycurgus once said that "Citizens are the best walls of a free city.n
It is strange how true the words of this great Spartan law-meker of the
9th century B,C. are today., Today we live in a world which has no physical
barricrs. It is a world which can be traversed in a matter of hours.
Nati nal boundaries are ne longer safe., National interest is no longer
secure. In a world such as this, wh¢re physical weapons no lenger have
any mcaning, the only dynamic yet constent force upon which a nation can
rely is its citizenship.

Yet this thing which we call citizenship is capable of many qualities.
Citizenship can be a prison, or it can be a portal. It can enslave man in
his lcyalty te a totalitarian state, or it can free man through a realiza-
ticn that govermment and loyalty to a democratic ideal can proyide for him
the opportunities for individual growth and the ¢ xpression of individual
personality.

The state is an inventicn of man, It has neither intellect nor con-
science nor morals. let our world is characterized in the minds of many
a conflict of states cne with ancther. Vhy this ccnflict? Is it sen~-
sible that man should allow his own invention, the state, to destroy him
and his possessions in conflict? Is it sensible that man should allow a
doctrine of citizenship to lecad him and his eivilizaticn down the road to chaos
and te the destructicn of that civilization? -

It must be,, then, that the conflict the world faces is not a conflict
betwoen states. It must be then that this confliect has ancther interpre-
tation, The interpretation I suggest is that the conflict is not one bet-
ween states, but rather is one between ideals and ideologies, The state,
as an invention ef man with no intellect, couscicnce or morals, is an
inanimate machine. 4s such thercfore, it relies upen fuel provided for it
by the loyaltics of citizenship te give it strength, purpose and direction,

With this perspective, we can better understand the differences between
the ideoolegy of democracy and the ideclogy of totalitarianism. The democra-
tic state is one which is mastercd by man; a totalitarian stath is one which
is macter of man. The struggle our world faces is a struggle between both
ideclogies,

The forces of totalitarianism which we face are not quiet. The very
nature of their prineciples calls for agitation, activity and fanatic dedi-
cation, Their philosophy is not 2n attractive one. Uan does not willi-gly
subnit himself te mastery by a machine of his cwn creation. Yet the bitter
lesson we have learned is that thosc of us whe belicve in democracy cannot
remain passive in the confidence that totalitarianism has no futurc because
man desires freedom. Man desiros freedem, bub man also desires security,
Self-government is not a2 luxury en which mon may grow fat and indulgent,
Rather it is an instrument by which men eap, if they have the widsom, safe-
guard their individual freedow and empley that freedom in the pursuit of
happiness. It is true that democracy cannot be defeated in the theoretical
struggle of ideologies, but democracy can be defeated by default. Deme racy
can lcsc if those of us who helieve in it remain indifferent and neglcct our
personal responsihility for its sccurity and growth, The strength of totali-
tarianism lies in the indifference of its people, Democratic self-government
trics its people with a streneer challenge than any other system in the world,
Scorning the brutal cocrcion of totalitarian states, it asks justice and
brotherhood of its people; it asks that they co-operate well and voluntarily
for their common welfare in order that each may benefit equitably according
to his merits,

Uerocracy is an easy ideology to take for granted, We scldom consider
its basic prineciples in a critical light, in order to formulate our reascns
for uwpholding it., It is a tragic fact that American youth which went
abroad in the war to save democracy was totally unprepared to spread its
message of democracy, General Bradley, in a recent article, said that
througcheut burope, wherever our amies were stationed, the people of Europe

were bewildered hy our American soliders who aspeared indifferent to the

political and philosophical origins and nature of cur democracy, Unhappily
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vhen driven into a corner intellectuslly, cur soldiers were forced to fall
tack cn Anmerican wage scales, autoriohiles, ocur refrigerators, and eventually
and triumphantly on the American bathroom for their defense, Here then is
the danger signal. “‘ere then is an indictment of the indiffercnce which has
lead our nation to permit this vacuum to remzin.

Our derocracy is much like a tall stand of timber. We cannot cut fron
it more than we plant in it withcut imperilling its survival, and forests
like gardens camnnot be bought, They must be cultivated by toil and nourished
by the sweat of those who would keep them. Ve quickly forget that if freedom
is to flourish, our socicty must re-cxamine,its principles of education and
rededicate itself to the cenvicticn that education is that strength for freedem
of demecracy. It must take s trength from the understanding that an educated
pecple is . asy to govern, difficult to lead, impossible to enslave., Only
the educated man is a free man.

In 1945 ycur distinguished organizaticn, the Hational Educational ASso-
ciatiovn, issusd a statement which said.

UCitizenship implies the effective use at every level frem
childhoed through adulthood of the rights and respensibilities of
democracy. 1t is based upen clear understanding and parposeful

~skilled action in attaining demccratic goals. 1t is based cn faith
in the power of people to work togetherrtoward the scluticn of
cormon problems. Democracy sheks to provide increasingly equal
opportunity for all, regardless of race, creed, naticnal origin,

or social and econonic status.”

Education as a major social institution is the nmedium through which
citizenship can he translated into loyalty to derocratic ideals. Education
fer democratic citizenship means the practice of democracy. &ducation for
demccratic citizenship in the schcol means denocratic practices in the school.
Education for democratic citizenship in the community means democratic
practices in the cormmunity, in the homes, churches, busincsses, industries,
labor organizations, comunity agencies, patrictic and service groups. It
means direct participaticn in social and civic affairs. It means the training
of young citizens with scrvice responsibility in running for office, voting,
Jury duty, and the study of our institutions. Education for democratic
citizenship means the devel opment of knowledge and the understanding for
increased participation in local, state, naticnal and world affairs. If
America and democracy arc to come of age it means that we must expand cur
concept of the school to include not mercly the formal pericds of classroom
imtruction but also the training of the whole man, the whole individual.
4+t means that our schccls must be directly tuned to the need for vocational
guidance and aptitudc, 4t means that our schools must relate themselves to
the nced for psychiatric assistance even on the school level, <+t means
that our schools must indeed be laboratories for democracy.

® generation ago Anericans had a philosophy of jerscnal and public life
which said, "Take care of number cne." This idea was very simple. If every-
one dovoted himself to his cwn success, if everycne took care of number cne,
then obvicusly the sum total of the sucecess of all numhers would be pros-
perity and happiness for 211 people. This would bring an end to poverty not
only in the United States but everywhere else in the world,

How wrong we were, We were wrong and that philosophy was doomed to
failure because it ran counter to moral law in its glorificaticn of selfish-
ness; its failure was forctold by the teadiings of the Bible. That philosophy
is wrong because it ran counter to the democratic prineiplss of human brother-
hood, to the declaration that all men are created equal. It was wrong because
it ran counter tc the true nature of Americanism and Amcrican democracy, It
was our country which wa: the first to present to the modern world a coherent
political faith based upcn the dignity of the imdividual, the equality
and fraternity of mankind, We were the first to pattern a structure of
government and to form a socicty which denied selfishness as a pattern for
behavicur, and which emphasized democracy and human solidarity. This ideclogy
wau more powerful than the arms of conquest. This ideclogy upset thrones in
Europe and cenvuised a continent, 1t is now ccnvulsing ancther. This ideolcgy
put into the hearts and bregsts of Colonial people, the underprivileged,
and the suhjected, a consuming desire for liberty, a desire which today
is emphasized by such rebellions as those in Indo-China and Indcnesia,
and in the fact of india's freedom. We never moved a battalion or a regiment,
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in the 18th or 19th century, ycb the idea of the Declaration of Independence
produced the doctrine of the rights cof man, the equality of man, and broke
the back of oppression and the power of kings,

For a pericd we in the United States have forgotten the basic roots
from which this democratic idea has come. e fergot that to take care of
fnumber cng" is a principle which runs ccunter bto the principle of human
brotherhood and of mutual obligation one to another, which is the basis
¢f democracy.

7e forgot and thus we failed, Proof of that failure was the frustra-
ting depression followed by a terrible war.

Part of our neglect was translated inte an indifference to political
life. Vhy bhother wbth veterans hospitals, or governmenti research labora-
tories, or public administration, or pvblic works, or government-paid edu-
cation?

Yet when depression and war came, the whole science of self-government,
the whole process of government which hal secmed so irrelevant and so incon-
sequential to us who thousht we had found the golden way, became suddenly
the center of cur preatest concern. Ifany of our leading citizens who had
never before given a thought to government except as a minor irritant,
volunteered or were forced to give up their business to devote themselves
entircly to govermment in order to pull us out of economic havoc and later
in order to win a war.

Let us not repeat the errors of our generation, Instead of "Take care
of number one," I propose this phrase: "Take care of all," Take care of
human brothorhood; take carc of democracy; take carc of self-government,

By that I suggest that our young men and young women be trained to
qualify to spend a part of their life in scme form of public service. I
sugeest that the youth of our nation be educated so that they can be quali-
ficd to set aside a number of years voluntarily for service in legislative
or execubive branches in our local or national govermment, for scrvice in
our engincering, mcdical, administrative, social, educational or foreign
services of our govermment. T am propesing that out of the best and most
productive years of each man's life he voluntarily carves a segment in
which he puts his private carcer aside to serve a community and his country
and thereby his fellow men and the causc of democracy and freedom.s I am
proposing that throuchout his life cach citizen dedicate himself to active
political participation. Aristotle once said that the truest definition
of a complete citizen that can be given is probably this: that he sheres
in the judicial and executive part of the government.

We face a crisis. This crisis is not one which military forces alone
can conquer, that military forces alone can protect us from, Nor is cur
erisis of brief duration. Our crisisi calls nct only for steadfastness and
faith but for great skill in self-government. We must summon all of our
talents for citizenship, for sclf-government, for public service.

I am not urging that everycnc pursue public service in some form as
a life career. Not at all. Vhat I do urge is citizen participation in
politics. Only this way can democratic institutions continue to prosper
and flourish., '

I have statcd above that citizenship can be a prison or 2 portal, Citi-
zenship can confine a2 man within the narrow limits of the customs and tradi-
tions of his cwn community, or it can make him an aciive, productive and
responsible part of a political entity much larger than the community with
which he has physical contact.

In the lfiddle Aces, the obligations of citizenship controlled a man's
relationship to the city in which he lived. By collaborating with a man
from a neighbouring city he could be in violaticn of his citizenship
ohligations and thus bhe guilty of treason.

As modern society grew more complex, and as means of communication
and transportation cut distances and eliminated frontiers, the ccncept of
citizenship and responsibilities of citigenship has grown and developed.
%hen the American colonies federated themselves and formed a United States,
citizens of several states expanded their loyalties to include the new
federation, A Virginian was nc less a Virginian when he became an American,
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Today our concept of eitizenship is further expanded. It is further
expanded bhecause of our realization that democratic citizenship is a loyalty
to an ideal and not just to 8 state. Vemocratic citizenship is a dedication
to the democratic ideal, to the ideal of human rights, civil rights, freedom
from insecurity for all people,

Qut of every bitter experience of history, out of every tragedy, man
lecarns in his sorrow, Out of the sacrifice cf two world wars we again come
vack to the immortal idea of the oneness of man, of his essential unity.

It was out of this cenviction and out of the recognition of this eternal
truth that man, with all of his limitations, his prejudices and his ina-
bilities, created the United Nations. The United States of America is de-
dicatcd to the United Nations. The world is moving closer to one, becoming
a truec United Nations. It seems likely that within the next few wecks the
Senate will give force to the Atlantic Treaty which by implication throws
cur lot in with the fortunes of the naticns of Europe, And while discussion
of the Atlantic Treaty is derinating our press and air waves there 1s even
now a most seriocus and specific discussion of Buropsan federation - of the
political and economic federaztion of Western Furope.

Overshadoving and running thrcuch the discussions of Zurope federation,
alliances and plans for internationalism, there is 4 rapidly increasing
volume of discussicn about something called world citizenship and world
government, The idea of world citizenship is beginning te take form in the
minds of men everywhere, The people of the world are coming to realize.
that they are one, that their interests are one, that our law must be one.
The peonle of the world are coming to realize and must come to realize that
if we want a society free of ihe agenies of war and preparation for war,
free of devastation and the fear of tcmorrow, then they must accept the
principle that every American, every Russian, every Indonesian, every
South African, is in a real thourh limited sense a citizen of the world,
and hence should he subject to a world law,

Vemocratic citizenship means a realization that democracy is not a
fixed, a static and an unchanging stereotype, but that it is a wvital, dynamic
and constantly growing force. Democralic citizenship must mean concern with
the community and as our community has grown to encompass the world, so
must the ccncept of demceratic citizenship grow to encompass the world.

The idea of a world order and the United Nations is now new. It has
its own immortality. HMankind from the very beginning has sought a society
in which he can live in peace and security. The United Nations is a sum=
marized exnression of the desire of mankind to live in a world of law and
order. American participaticn in the United Naticns is proof of the fact
that America is ready to accept its world ohligations and that American
citizens are ready to accept their new responsibilitics as world citizens,
because world law is the only ultimate hope for the survival of our ideal,
and hecause Americans understand thet democracy is an objective as a world
of free and equal men who will, in their freedom, create and sceurc a
Just and enduring socicty. d
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