ADDRESS 7Y SEMATOR HUBERT H. HUITHREY
THDIA LEAGUE OF AMERICA DIWIER FOR MARAME PANDIT, AVPASSADOR OF INDIA
VALDORF ASTORIA NHOTEL, WEN YORK, MAY 2k, 1949

I take particular pleasure in joining the menmbers of the India League
of America this evening in welcomins lfadame Pandit, India's new Ambassador in

1w

vashinoton,

lMadame Pandit brings a wealth of talent and experience to her new
assignment; a staunch follower of that apostle of peace, the immortal Mahatma
Gandhi, she was an active worker in the Indian lational Congress for many
years, Jhe was the first woman ito be appointed nini . .- in one of the first
elected Proviacial govermments in India during the 1930's.

Her keen interest in the cause of international peace was effectively
expressed in her leadership of the Indian delegation to the last three ses-
sions of the IInited jjations Gensral Assenbly,. In this internationsl forum
her active leadership for those principles of truth and freedom for which
Gdnchi had given hius lite, contrihbuted to the process of building the United
Nations as the firm bulwark for the inbernatiosnal peace we all desire. For
the past twe years she has served her country as India's first Ambassacdor to
the U,.5.5.R.

e in the United 3tates have watehed with sympathy, affection, and
understand:ing, India's long struggle for independence an: we welcomed her with
cordiality when, hdér limediate objectiwve reached, she joined the family of
independent nations two years azo.

The imagination of the American pecplée had been captured by that strug-
gle and by the strenpgth and hipgh purpese of (Gandhi's leadership. Since
Gandhi's trapgic death, which so shocked and grieved the wholé world, our
gyes have been focused on the most highly esteenmed of his d sciples, the
Prinme Hinister of Imklia, Pandit lNehrn, who is zuiding the great Indian people
through these difficult, early days of their newly regained freedom. We
lock to JFadame Pandit, who is not only India's Ambassador, but also the il-
lustrious sister of Prine Minister ilehru, as a faithful interpreter of
Indiats leaders and people.

ladame Pandit is no stranger to these shores., She has visited the
United States on several oceasions in the past, and two of her children spent
part oi their school wvears in this country, Ier return to ihe U,ited States
now, in this high ofyieial capacity, I feel to be sincore evidence of her
desire to promote mutusl understanding amons our tio proples,

There already exist many bonds which bind us in friendship to India.
The traditional love of freedom and democracy held by the Indian peeple
striltes a sinilar chord in us. We likewise believe that this democeratic
freedom can flourish only in aworld at peace, a world in vhich the fruits
of the carsh andoef man's ingenuity are freely carried to all peoples.

Like Tndia;, we bolieve that a free democratic political system exists
for theteneiit of its citizens. These tics between India and the lUnited
States now erdist, I0 is aew our pleasant duty to wori for their strengths
ening.

™ racenw weeks events have helped to focus our oyes primarily on
Turope. In Asia e hare all been concerned and puzzled by the enigma of
Chinas Ko such puzzling situation obtaing in Indias She is a great and rich
ceuntry, a nation which fought beside us in the secend Tiorld war and which
has -aspoc’ated itself in the cause of peace sinee the war, India is a nation

f ever-inereasing deroeracy, whose leaders soday are among the great and
wise nmen of our times., Her governnent, undser such leadership, is emerging
as a politically and economically stable administration, despite the tremen-
dous difficultics inmposed by partition of the sub-continont and by the eco-
nomic dislocutions wideh India shares with nost of the rest of the world,

It is in India and the rest of gouth-Fast Asia that the real struggle for
ments minds is now taking places

There, noewly enfranchised peoples will soon be able for the first
time in modern history to go to the polls and determine the sort of govern-
nent which will adninister thoir countries, HMany of these people are il-
literate. Thedr knowledpge of the democratic systenm is composed. solely of
a fundamcntal, instinctive love for freedom. The problems of these governments
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‘in education and in the maintenance of a standard of living above starvation
level, are therefore cnormous. And there is the ever present danger that
totalitarianisn, in one forn or another, may step in where men and women
lack the nccessitiecs of decent living;

In the South Asian area wie reccgnize India as an essential element
in the maintenance of political and economic stability. Uithout stability
in gouth Asia it is no exaggeration to say that there can he no real peace
in the vorld. It is in our interests therefore, in the cause of that pcace
which the Anerican peonle so desire, to work in effective collaboration with
the people and the Government of India.

The sub-continent has boon the source of nmany great and ancient ci-
vilizations. le are now happy to be asseciated with a new India as she re-
suries her place in world affairs. I know that, working closely with other
like-minded nations, sha can be a powerful factor in our «fforts to attain
that cornen purpose.

Yes, I rspeat, in ,outh Asia we recognize India as an essential clement
in the maintenance of political and econonic stability in that area, WwWithout
stability in Southern isia, without freedon for Asiatics, without education
for the people of Asia, without food and nourishment for the childrens of
Asia - there can be no rcal peace in the world,

India is not a question mark. In every way she belongs to the family
of free nations. Her nceds are no secret; they are all too evident., Her
aspirations are not hidden; her ideals are not camouflaged,

With these needs, aspirations and ideals in mindg our task here in
the United States is clear if we would help build a free worlds

First, we must recognize the nceds of India as being equally crucial
as those of lurope. V/ith this in mind, we must understand that vast numbers
of her peoples are poverty-stricken and uneducated, that India's national eco=-
nomy is only $13,036,300,000 for her 337,000,000 people as compared to our
approximately $224 billion in 1948 for our 140,000,000 peoples Her por capita
incone therefore is about one-forticth of ours, It would he in the best inter-
est of world pcace and world order for Mmerica to extend direct financial as-
sistance to Iadia under the sane terms as our liarshall Plan program for Turope,

To be sure, India can and will use the faeilities of the World Rank,
the Inbernational HMonctary Pund, the United Hations Food and Agriculture
Organization. These are the facilities which have heen made available in
this postwar period for the relief and rchabilitation of puoples who are re-
covering from the ravaszes of war and who are attenpting, to develop and improve
thedr econonivs. Yes, these facilicies are not only available but it is to
the interest of all nations that they be effeetivelr utilized. This, however,
does not minimize our opportunity for direct assistance through prants and
loans under terns similar to the E.C.A, to our friend, the Republic of India.

Sceondly, we mst recognize the legitimave self-government aspirations
of thu countries of jouth-Bust Asia und avoid aid or conmfort or encouragemnent
to any Buropean nation now attempting to maintain an old, antiquated colonial
system by continuing to subjugate the peoples of Southeastern Asiae

Thirdly, we must recommize that there are many areas in which our two
countries can co-operate to our mutual benefit in the development of canmsrce
and industrial techniques in the advances which are obtained from scientific
progress.

India needs help to brineg her riches out of the ground, to extend her
industrial production, to feed hur erpanding cconory, India nceds our support
in that wventure quieldy andadequately. In 1947/L8 India reclaimed 32,306 acres
i land for agricalturc. She is now working to reclaim 100,000 acres more.

er industrial production is increasinsz, She is now producing electrical
supplics, Diesel enpines, bicycles, supurphosphates, canstic sodas, soda ash,
sugar, hydrogenated oils and soaps at a new high peak. Ve nust help her.

Anericen private capital will find a weleone narket in India. The
government of that nation hss indicated its friendly attitude toward private
investrent and industrial developriont. In view of the great potentialities
for a masy narket and the possibilities of developnent of the natural resources
of India, it should he expected that American private eapital will flow to India



in ever-increasing amounts. Ve rust rermember, however, that the days of
capital exploitation or of economic imperialisn are over. apital has a
moral oblijgation to gerve the poople and not to exploit them, Prive ca-
pital has every right to sxpect a reasonable profit. It also has an ob-
ligation to be reasonable in its relationships with the people and the
governments

Fourthly, we rmust strengthen the ties that bind us and I suggest
that we give serious consideration to the forrulation of a program for
educational opportunitics and advancenments, and in which Incdian students
aré given an opportutiity to nake use of the educational facilities and op-
portunities in our country on the basis of scholarships provided by our
government. In turn, 1t is important that we encourage Anmerican students
to go to India so that we may know each other and grow to respect one another,

Final y, we must recognize that Anerica rust redeem itself in the
eycs of the peoplc of India, and nust carn for itself again the position of
world moral leadershipe. The birth of a ncw India should lead us here to re-
dedicate oursclves torthe prineiplss of hunan equality which gave the early
sustainanc: to our new nationes Ve must remerber that we were the nation which
gave to the world the political ideal that all nen are equal, that men are
endoved by their Creator with certain inalienable rights - that all men
have these rights. To do that, it is altogether fitting and prdﬁgf that we
forcefully denonstrate again our belief in these principles by acting to
ensure 2 climate and an atmosphere in our society which would allow our
Prethnen: and foellow citizens of whatever color, race, creed or national
origin, to wall: apain with heads raised hish and with dignity.

The future of the world, my fellow Anericans, lies aeross the Paci-
fic. ILet us not allow that future to escape us. Let us understand that
fact; let us understand that the Asiatic peoples arce rising to greatness
and strengthe Lot us understand that they wish to be cur friends; that
they can be our fricnds; and that they will be our friends if we welcome then
as friends, -t us aet like friendg. L.t us act towards them like fellow
citizens in one world. Let us help then in thelr struggles for stability,
for maintenance and sustainancc. Let us in our attitude toward them and in
our deponstration of thut attitude, through oir laws — including our immi-
gration laws -~ prove the sineerity oi our convictions.

The interests of the United States and [ndia are interdependent,
Togather we can help Wuild a world order and a world society based on
freedon and denoeracy. Madame Pandit, in the agony of the world's crisis
today, we urge you, vour brother, vour country and your people, in your zeal
for democracy, in vour incisive, cosl thinking, to help give us a vision
waich will blaze the-.path toward the realization of the great ideals we
share,
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