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I tal:e particul a r pleasure in joinin;; the r'lenbcrs of the India Leav,ue 
of l\.r.JCrica this cvenin;~ in w~lc omirH~ Uadane Pandi t , India 1 s new Ambass ador in 
1'1ash::..n s ton . 

LTadane rand i t bruH~s a ·Heal th of talent a nd experience to her new 
assign.t:J.ent; a Qta .mch f ollow':: r of tiwt apostl e of peace , the imnortal T·~ahatma 

Gnndhi, she H .:!S an active vorl:er in the In~ian ]Jational r,on~ress for nany 
years . ~iho uas the f irst vvoman to be api)Ointed nini . . · in one of the f irst 
el ected Pro'Ti:lcial .:sovt3 rnnents in I ndi :J. during the 1930 1 s. 

He r b;en inter es t in :.he causE! of international peace was effectively 
exprnssed in her 2.t;ador:.>hip of tlw ::t:ndi<m de le~a.tion to the l ast three ses­
sions of tlw !Jnitcd ]Jations Gen,., r a l :'.:-> DPr.lbly . In this internationc.l fc rum 
her active l eadership f or tllo;;e principl es m' truth and f r eedorn. for whi ch 
()!ndhi had t;:.. ven hb life , con trP:,u:.ed to th(' procnss of builc'ing ttc United 
Nations as th<) f irn lml1rarl: for tho in~~er:1ati,mal pul CE; ·we all cksire . For 
the; past t wo yc;ars shf; has cwrvc:d h:" r countr~r as I ndia 1 s 2:'irs t Jl.mbassac1or to 
tho tr .s .s .R. 

\ic in th(~ TJn i ted :3tate~; ha7e uatciwd wi th synpathy, affection, and 
uncir.o rsto.nc! ::J lg , Inciia Is lorll~ stru :. ~gle for independence an· wo wclc oned her with 
cordial ity 1;lwn, !-w r i nnediate oh,i •.:cti v; r eached, she joj_ned the family of 
i ndopondont nati ons t uo year s a~;o . 

The ir:mr;:..nation of the J\n c. r i can people had boon captured by that s trug­
gle and by th() strenr~th and hi(~h purpose of Gandhi 1 s l <;ad.ership . Since 
Gandhi' s tragic deat h , YThich {:j O shocked and grieved t he YThol ' vlOrlcl , ou r 
eyes have boon focucwd on tlw mos t hi 1;h l y esteer'led of his d sciples , the 
Prine Hinist<3r of In(1ia, Pand i t Tfehr u , 111!0 is ;slli dinG th•) r;rr:at Indian people 
t hrough thnnc d i ffirul t , early days of thuir mmly regained f r oedom. . Vie 
look to Haclano :randi t, Hho i u not only Indi a 1 s Anb assador, but r.t l s o the i l­
lustrious sis t f·r ol' T)r :..no Firllst:;r lk:hr u , as a fa i thful interprete r of 
Ind i a 1 s l eaders and peopl e . 

Eadar.1e Pandi t io no .str anger t o these shorns . Slw has visited t he 
Uni ted St ates on ~><:veral occasions in the pa:.;t , anc! t1m of h•>. r children s pent 
pc.rt ol.' their school ;roars in this countr:r , IIer rt~-:nrn t o the U,..,i t ed States 
now, in this hL~h o~~J 'icia:'. caDacit~', I f eel to he s incere <~vidence of he r 
dt'si:~c t o pronotu nutual undur standing amon·; ou,... tuo pc.;opl es . 

';here aL·ead:r exist many bond s Hhich bind us in friendship t o India . 
':'he~ t r a-=.i ti 01nl lo•m of frm~don lind donocrac~' huld by t hf' Indian pe¢pl e 
stri'~es a :.;inil a. · chord in us . 1;/r, lib;1\·i:.;o believ" that this d~~mocratic 

fr r;ot.h"'l can ::-::..o·::cisl1 onl y ir1 a \Jorld at puac c: , a 11orld in i:hich t he frai ts 
of the (~.:: rt.h u.nduDf nan ' s in,;f ~nuity a r o f r eely carri("d to all pnopl cs . 

L~ h . :~ncli a, >:e L; licve that a :!:'r,;c dero.ocratic polit ica l system exists 
:for ~~h,: ':L;1t.1'i t of its c:i ti zens . T.h<)Se ti, ,s bet1iotm I ndia <mci the Uni ted 
Stat :~ s ~;c.r b: :'.s":. . r-c is ' lt.v'l our pl eas ;,_nt dut~' to ;:or;;: for tl:.(j ir strcngt h­
e!:i 11~~ 

::1 ::-' 2 C CTC m>.cks (}'J<m:.:.s llave helped to focus onr eyes pri marily on 
Euro_Je ~ In Asia -,!,) r:,uc all hcon c :mc ur:1cd :mel puz<: l s6 by the eni gma of 
China . IJo su.cL !)l,:3 ~ling s i t ·wti on ot t <iinn in India . [3he i s a gr eat .:md rich 
c ountry, a nati on 1vhi c:1 fought lx)side us in the st:cond \1orl d 1'.'ar and which 
h<::.s aaooc~:atnd i tsel f i n th..; ccmse of peace sinc e thn nar . India is a nation 
of ev,?r -incr easi:l:->: c!c>·~ocracy, nhos.3 l ead:.;rs :.oda~r are amonf; t he grea t and 
wise D~n of our t i nes . Ti t:.r govermwnt, und,~r s· tch l £ader shj_p, i s t'lmerging 
as a poli ticall:r c:-l'i (~conomic all;,r s t abl e adnini s tration, despite the tremen­
dous d:..ff:i..cul t i ()S inposed hy partition of tho sub-continent and by tho eco­
nonic disl oc<Jt ions wllich India shares nith r:wst of the r<~st of t~e vrorld. 
I t iu in India and the res t oi ,south-East Asia that the real struggl e f or 
racn Is Il1inds is now t aking pl ace • 

There , nmvl:r enfranchised peopl es will s oon be able for thr; first 
tine in modern histor y to go to the polls a nd dc t c r minn the nort of f; OVern­
ncnt which will ac.inini~; tor t!wi r countri~!S . I~a.n:r of these pe opl e a r e il­
litnrato . Trwir knowledgf; of the d cnocratic S7,'S t tm is c onposed. solely of 
a f undar:Hmt al, instinc t i vc love f or fro ,dom. The prob l cns of these goi;e rnmcnts 
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·in aduc.:1tion and in the rnaint,;nance of a s tandard of living above starvation 
l f;vel, are th8rr;.fore enornous. ,\nd there is the eve r pres nnt dan ge r that 
tota li. tarianisn, in one forn or another , r.w.y step in "\lvhr:re rJ.cn and women 
l .:1ck t he n< ~ c cssi tic s oJ' dec un t li ving• 

In the .:;outh .!\sian area we r e cognize India as a n es s ential Pl ement 
in t he naintunance of poli tic<1.l :md e cononic stability. \! i thout stability 
in south l\.sia it is no exag~oration to SO;'' that there can he no r eal p<' ace 
i n t"tlt. 11orld. It is in onr i:rt~rns ts tht:I'(:forc , in the causa of tho:lt pe ace 
which tht: fiJ'HH'ica n peO!)l f! so dt:sir e , t o ·,rorV. in uffectivn collalloration with 
the peopl e a nd tho Governnt_; nt of Intl::..:1. 

':'he su1)- contin.:mt has bc;;n the sour cn of nany great and ancient ci­
vi2.izations . le .:tre nmJ happy to be asoociated vd. th a ne"\II India as she r e­
sur:lG S her pl ace in \'lorl d af~~airs . I !:nm: tl1at, v1orkin g closely T:i t h other 
like- 1:1inded n ·ni ons , .sh :) can ~e a po':;urL~l f.:1ctor in our ,·.fforts to a ttain 
t hat co:·1.1on purpose . 

~es , I ;.~<::peat , in ,ou t!! Asia wo re co : ~niz c India as an essentia l c l ement 
in the nainte nanc13 of political and e cononic sta11ili ty in that areA. . l''i thout 
stability in ;, outh!~rn 1\s i a , Hi thout fraecion for As i atics, without education 
for the peopl e of Asitl, witho·~t ::'o od am! nourishncnt f or th e childrens of 
Asia - thur u c<.m be no ~' t, 'll peac e in the vmrld. 

Indi.:1 i0 not a que t.ition nark. In cvr~ry Hay she: be lon gs to t he f amily 
~f free na tions. E<;r nneds are no secret; the;r aT(; all too evident . Her 
aS IJirati ons are not h:i..dd(m; hnr ideals a r c not camonfl aged. 

iii th these needs , aspirations and ide.1ls in r;im, , our t a sk hare in 
the United St a"Lu s i s clear if nc Hould ho l p bu:!..ld a fre e world: 

First, we nust r e cognize the needs of India as bein g equally crucial 
as t hose: of :.~uropu . H:i..th :,hi:.> in mi nd , 110 must unde rst,<md thut v.Js t numb E:rs 
of he r pt;oplt~s ill"v povcrty-str:!..cken :111cl nnrdncated, that India 1 s national eco­
nor.1y is only ')lJ, uJ 6 , JOJ, 000 for her jJ 7, 000, 0\)0 noopl c a s conpa r ed t o our 
appro:xir:w.tc ly ~i 2 2L~ billi on in l 9)f8 for our lhD, OOO, OOO peopl e . Her per capita 
i nconc ther~-~fo:'e is abo;tt one- fo rt:i_t! th of ours. I t would h ; :i..n tht: bes t inter­
est of norlcl p,: acc a nd 11orld order for .\nerica to ext (,nd clirect firwncial as ­
siotance to I ndia under the s ane t errJ.s as onr Jiar shall Pla n progr a m for Furope . 

To be sure, Indu1 can ~~nd will us e th'~ facilitie s of the; v.·orld Dank, 
t ho Inte rna tiona l Honc tar:r r und , the 1fllitod Hat i ons Food and Agriculture 
Organ :i_zation. These aJ'C) th i; f acilities .-;h ich have been T'l.acc ava ilable in 
this postwar pE~ ri ocl .:.or t ho r eli ef <mel r ehabilita tion of p•:o;Jl c s wh o are r e ­
covering fron the r a·mr;ns of 1mr and Y·Th o d.r e nttei:}pt,in ;~. to develop and improve 
th~.;ir ec ononi ,, s . ~es, tb ;so fac:.l i sit~s ar<: not only ava ilable but it is to 
the interest ot all nations that the;r be eff c ct i vol :r utilized . This , however, 
d oes not nini nizfl our opportuni t y for direct assis t ance through r,r A.nts a nd 
loans unclt~r 'turns sinil a r to t,hr~ E.r; . A. to ou r friond, the Republic of India. 

Sc-c oncil7, we nu:3t r ecognize the l egitina-se self- gove rnrn8nt aspirations 
of thu cou:rcries of .._, outh-J~ :J s t As i a and avoi d il i d or confort or encouragement 
to any European :wtion now :1ttc:r.1pting to naintain an old, anti quA. t ed colonial 
systen by continuin;; to tmb;jugate tho puopl es of Southt~ .Js tern Asia . 

Thirdl:r, He !'lUst r c co :;nize tha t there a r e many ar eas in v;hich our two 
countri es c<m co- oper ate to our r:mtua l bcaefit in t he devnlopmont of c anmerce 
and industria2. t nchnique s in the advances which a r e obtained f r or.1 scientific 
pr ogress. 

India nu <;ds hc2.p to bri.n~ hur richljS ou t of ttw ground, to ~::x t r;nd he r 
indus tria l producti o11, to feed he r e;: pandinr, e conony. India needs our support 
in th<:t vcnttU'L; rr<icl:ly n.ml.:dequately . In l 9h7 /1~8 India r eclai necl 32,306 acr es 
of l anc.l f Ol' CJgricul ture . She is no iv '.Vorking to rcc l a in 100,000 acres more . 
Her industria l pr o<l•tetion is increasin:; . 3he is nou producin .r:: e l ectrical 
S ~lPJJlies , Di eG<;l nng~_nes, b icycles, sup:_;r phosphates, Cill!S tic soda s , soda a sh, 
sugo.r, hyc.iro;;mwted oils anc: soaps :1t a ne1: hi;~h peak . VI e nust help he r • 

.fu'J( ~ric tln pri vatf! capi tal will f i nd a 11elconn na rkut in India. The 
govcrnnent of that nation has ind.ic <:rted i t0 friendl~r attitude towa rd privat e 
in'rostncnt and indus t ria l clnrulopr·wnt. In vif ~V.r of the gr eat potentialities 
for a nas0 narket ami the possihili ties of dr;ve lopmmt of th·:: na.turA.l resources 
of India , it c>houl cl bl: r:xpected tl n t :\ncrican privatn cnpita l will flow to India 



- 3 -

in cv0r - incrcasing <H'lmmts . \Ie nu~;t rencnher, howev~~r , that the days of 
capital (~X})loi tatio:1 or of economic ir:1pc=rialisn an~ ovr:r . Capital hns a 
noral obli,;;,tion c. o l:i !)J'VR th ~~ people and not to exploit them. Pri ve ca.­
pi tal bus tlver~r ri 1~ht to m:pec t a reasonable profit . rt also has an ob­
lir,at ion to be rua:.;onable in its relationships vrith c.he people and the 
governr!lent. 

Fourthly, ne nust stn"nr;trwn the tier, th[lt bind us and I su~r;est 

that YIC r,i'le GPr::..ou:.; consideration to th.-~ forrmlat i on of a program for 
educational opportunities nncl advanc cnonts , ancl in ilhich Inclian students 
ar2 r;i v•m an opportuni t~r to r:dre u::>u of the educG tional facilities and op­
portuni -:ics in oH;~ co1mtr:v on the basic of scholarship::; pro·1ided by our 
go'm rnmon t . In tnrn, it is inport;mt that we enconra:;e .lnori can students 
to ;~o to Ind::.u so that ne r'iay knov. each other and r;rmf to r espect one another. 

f.inal :.y , He r:ust r<~ cogni~H-) that J\ncrica nust redeP.l"i its t:lf in the 
eyes of the p• )O,)l \_ of Indi<: , and. nm:; t earn for i ts ;.; lf again the pos ition of 
Horld noral l cnd•;rsh:i..p . ']':l<J Lirth of a nuH Inditl should l ead us here to re­
dedicate ours clw:s to the princi pl:; ::; of hun·m equality -,1hich ga're the early 
custainanc . .: to our :ww nation . He rmst rnn~nbcr that ,.,.e were the nation whi ch 
ga'le to the Horlrl th() pol:!. ticc.l ide ill th:tt all nen are equal , thnt men are 
endoued by their Creator -~::i.th C<"rtain inalienable rights - that a l l men 
have these rights . To do th2t , it is altogethor fi t ting anct proper that we 
forcefull~r d..;nonctrate ar;ain our br}li<:f in these principl es by acting t o 
ensure: a. clir.mte <md <1n atnosplx;re in our society Hhich vrould allow our 
lx:rethnen; ~mel f( ;llmr citizen::; of vrhatov~ :r col or , race , cr eed or nat i onal 
ori~ln, to uall: aga::.n Hi th head::; r aiced hi;;h and •vi th dir;ni ty . 

Thtl futun: oJ' the viOrld , 11y fe~~-Low Ancricans , lie::; acr oss the paci­
fic . Le t us not al l.ow that fut1u"e to escnpe us . Let us undr)rstand that 
f a ct; l r;t us undcrst;:nd ·.:,h;lt the 1\s i nt ic peoples :1r c risinr: to gr eatness 
and ctrength . J_,<;t us un<ir;rstancl that the;r H:Lsh to he our f riends ; that 
thc~r cm1 h( ; our r'rit;nds; and that the~r will be our frionds if wo wel come them 
as friends . L,.., t us act like .:ricndc . L t us act towards th~m like fellow 
citizens in one 1i0rld . Let us help thr:;r-l"in th e~.r strup:glf;S for stability, 
.for naintenance and su:;tGinc-."1cc . Le t us in o11r attituc1c tow;:rd them and in 
our clenonctr ;rLion of tn;it attitude , thro'lgh o:tr laus - includin~ our i m.1i­
gration laws - pro·1c the s incori t:r of our con•lictions . 

The intr:resw o~~ th e Uni tecl ~)tatcs ancl India are interdependent . 
ToD;•3ther Ym can h" lP build a u orld r;rder and a uorld society based on 
frcedou ancl d(;nocrac~r . J<Kadmne F.::tndi t , in the a !;ony of ·,J·w vmrld 1 s crisis 
t oday, w~ ur;;c you, your brothe r , your countr~r and ~rouT people , in your zeal 
for democracy, in :ronr :.ncisi vu , c ool thinking, to hel }J ~i ve us a vis i on 
wl:tich will blaze the·.path tmrard th(: r <:l ali;;ation of the great ideals we 
sh[!!"e . 
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