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"It is a reality," he said, "because the 

·zations ore rapidly shaping their comu.uiiities in a manner consistent uith the 

aims of civil rights legislation. The development of mtmicipo.l and state 

FEPC laws, the growth of local councils on hunk~ relations, the increasing aware-

ness on college campuses ru1d in fraternities and in sororities that discrLmina- ~ 

tion is inconsistent with ·American ideals, the many serious projects undertalren ~-f~ 

by church groups over all the country to create better understanding 

religious principles of human equality into practice, the manner in \>thich the 

problem is being intelligently discussed all ov~r the levels of our society -

all these are proof of the fact that the American people are ready and are 

undertaking the task of placing civil rights and human rights side by side as an 

essential part of their lives." 

Senator Humphrey pointed to the recent history of Congressional debate 

-
on civil _rights as proof of his contention. "Not so many years ago," he said, 

"opponents of civil rights legislation would frequently allude on the floor of 

the Senate and of the House disparagingly to members of minority races." In the 

recent debate concerning civil rights on the floor of the Senate, howev.er, he 

noted "Speech after speech uo.s made on the floor, even by those opposed to civil 

rights legislation, paying tribute to the high qualities, integrity, ability and 

high performance of Negroes and other minority grm.'.ps. The argument against 



civil rights on the floor of t he Senate tvas not that Nee;ores uere undeserving o'f 

being recognized as equo.ls, but rather t hat each of the states are doing a suf­

ficient and satisfr.ctory job protecting the rights of all citizens uithin their 

communi ties. This is indeed notet·Iorth~r progr ess; ·this is indeed remar1:able 

evidence that my firm conviction t hat complete civil ri&;hts is about to come, and 

that national civil rights leg:I.slc.tion i s i nevito.ble ." 

Senator Hur1phrey cri ticizel! the Republican Party for playing politics in the 

early days of the session uith at tempts to change t he rules of t he Senate to 

prevent filibuster. He sharply criticized the Hherry resolution as a 11 ma.noeuvre 

to defeat civil r ights by playinc; politi cs o..t t he expense of the best interests 

of the American people. Those of the Democratic Party pledged themselves to 

pass civil rights legislation, 11 .-1e sa id, 11 and voted in a manner consistent with 

that pledge. The vast illnjori ty of Re~ublicnns, however, in spite of their pledges 

in beha1 f of civil richts legislat ion, ,roted to defeat it. 11 

Senator Hu.mphrey declar ed t hat t he Admlnistr<.~.tion Hov.ld continue to press 

forward to test the Hherry resolution to pass en o..11ti-poll tax law, anti-lynching, 

arid fair employnent pract ice commission legisJ.ation. He praised the McGrath 

Civil Rights Bill as a very statesmanlike and intelligent proposal, free of emotion .. 

He also urged the creation of a Civil RiGhts Commission to continue to investigate 

violation of civil riGhts in A.v:1eri ca and recomMend further legisla~ion. 

In a final declaration he t.zarned that the fUtt'..re of t he Democratic Party 

is intimately linked with its dedication and devotion of its energies on behalf of 

civil rights legislation, and the "liberal idea." "The Democratic P<'.rty is the 

liberal party in America. As such, it has the support of the American people. 

Should there ever be any question about our party 's dedication to liberal princi­

ples, our party's claim for support of the American people Hill fail.·" 
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