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BANCROFT: Semator Humphry, is there any chance of outright repeal of
the Taft-Hartley Act®

SHADEL: What sbout the chances for the rest of the Truman Program?
LEWIS: And Senstor Humphrey, in your opinion is the country headed for
a depression?

GAPITOL CLOAKROOM, from the nation's capital CBS brings you another
informal interview with amember of Congresse Tonight's guest ilsBenator
Hubert H, Humphry, Democrat-Farmer-baborite from Minnesota, who will maoé
with CRS correspondents Griffing Baneroft, Bill Shadel and Robert Lewls,
First we hear from lr. Bancroft:

BANCROFT: Senmator Humphry, we're glad to have you w ith us on CAPITOL
OLOAKROOM,. In your 38 years, you've been and done a lot of things:

a pharmacist, s professor of Political Secience, e ven a radlo news
comnentatar, then mayor of Minnearolis and now U.S, Senator, But as a
member of the Labor Committee and 2 leader in the current labor fight,
let s start with that flrst question, do you really think there's my
chance of outright repeal of the Taft-“artley ‘et? ‘

HUMPHRY: Well, to be qaite frank iith you, Mr, Bameroft, L think thst the
odds are somewhat against outri ht repeal of theTaft-Hartley Acte Iwish
that they weren't, + say that as one member of the Falr Deal Democrat
Party, IWa're committed to the repesl of the Taft-“artlsy Act and we're
doing everythin: inou power t o fulfill that pledge. IF—suspere-one-conid.
wationalize by saying that-the-bill that 1s before the Semats, the Thouas
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BANCRO T: Well vhat about those three amendments you adopted down there on
the floor this afternoon?
HaﬁPHi’i;!: The three mmendmen ts that were adopted on the floor this a Cfternoon
are al amendments within the s irit and philosophy of the Thomas bill, | That
waspointed out very definitely by the cshairmm of the committee, Mpr, Thomas,
who while he dld not jolan in submitting those amendments, did say in his
presentatlion of the Thomas bDLill that the% mendments which were belng ofsred
inelislnsy veogach
oy some of the members of the Laor committee, ﬁltng‘guv—o—ﬁ—bhmm,
“$here wry Gthars on the committes---that THOwo—wemd-emts Were withinm the
Sirit o the—Themms bill--eni-thy are s trengthening avendments, They are g
clarification amendments and we feel that they Mm
support to the Thomas bill, '
BANCRO“T: Well Senator, just to get the reco-d stra ght here, the Thomas
bill is for outright repeal of the Talft-Hartley,?
HUMPHRY: That is correct.
BALCRO FT: 0o back to the VWagner aAct,
gfi?;f;n  The ghomu bill ﬁ%\%_hu repealr o the Taft-Hartley Act wibk-e
golng. hasks$0 the Vagner Act, with sems mendmen ta,.--Yor-esanpla., . aaendTomy
vhich outlaw certain unju: tifisble secondary boyeotts,
g:ﬁ%ii Jurlsdictional disputes ulffm- ~}%ﬁ Jﬂ&ﬁﬁMﬁ%
’
w&th national anargenayamz}.},-v

UHADEL: So that whemn you talk of the Thomas bill th t 's what you're
talking about? I
HUMPHRY: Yes,
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LEvIS: But Senstor, you've added three-~you this a fternoon addsd three other
provisions to the Taft-Hartley Act--or to the Thomas bill 1 should sey.
[JUMPHRY: That is corrects

LiwlS: And the one to compel unions to bargain collectively, as &
understood Senator Taft claim, that that came right out of the Taft-lartley
Act. Wuﬂ .

HUNFHRY: Yo iwmteeses

LivlS: You don't agres with that?

HUMPHRY: Welily-of-eourse, may . say-thet wila there 1s lmguage in the
T#ft—“artloy bl 11 that compels unions to bargain collectively, we pointed
out on the floor of the Senste in debate t his a ftarnoon==i~Shink. li-wag
that the Talt-“artley ict not

-

only compels unions toxbu&amﬁllmtinly but t ells them how they shall
Gl pona,
bargain, MW e do not pwk how they shallbarzain inta_tha lom, We leave

the bargaining process up to labor and up to muagements Mey.l.aay in

s dannsonag A Ay faagewar o Lol

Aet was written in 1935, collective bazg ining wasthe
TR -y &

2

regulsr sort of thing.
Qi e fe

$

b=

Ylasr
o-—some union organizations ¢/«
f

_ La and =REX; we belicve
A : s&, f_&irv\ ’ e & W ,,-m..gt- "f' e '.i-t‘“-. (i
in ollsetive bnrgainingﬁ t:‘e'ra‘not. saying arsund wat mbjentsﬁthey should

] bargain, ve're simply saying that bargaining should 20 on in zood rfaith
T, ia, Cm-au%,w{“ :MJ\ : ’ 3

n %84 the philosophy o” the Thomas bllleesin fast-b-ae Thoue e ke Fiacs T oan! t

4 L1 LA L
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LEWIS: But Semator, isn't this a deprture from what President Trumem has
wanted ad cmmpaigned on?

HUMPHRY: Not at sll, because Fresident Truman ¢ ampaigned upon the idea of
fres collective bargalning, We're merely sssuring that the ba-gainina will

tales place,
BN CRO i'T; PBut Senator, didn:‘c President Trumsn say he wanted repesl of the

Paft-dartley Act mriod.

HUMPHR X3 : ke 2SN

Somperasie-slatToPa sdye, wHd a Vody ot feir-mdconstructive -labor daw

Wrehi-rorhetly whit we 're-dotmee Lot's get it quite clear that the

Democratic pls tform did not only /ledge repeal of tle Taft-artley Act

but it alse pledged thzt a Democratic Gongrua, if elected and we did .
Covadhad wdl B, Plogu, Lo

¢leect one, would write a:lr and constructi ve body of labor law, Now

that 's exactly what we're & ing. Ve're gt:nflm_b back to the premisssof the

Wagn » mt._umawm some ehmgol a d elarificat
NMMJAM £, m

ions; X :
mmtmwnammﬁmm‘mummwu-%
SHADEL: Well Senator Humphry, when you get 4l t hmugh on the Senate floor,
do you thinmk thls bill isgoing to look more likethe Administration bill,

the Thomas bill, or $ the Taft-Hartley Act,

BANCROMT: Well if Semator Humphry hashls way it will look very much 1 ike the
Thomas bill. Uhat do you think willhs pen?

HUMPHRY: I say right nowthat 1t looksrather nip and tuck with the nip

on the other side for the momente

SHADEL: If this imft the Thomas blll/o'n!hioh b 3 P\raai,dont PTrumen hasn't

changed hls stand any time in any of his press conferences, will he hw e to
veto this? Will he take the riak of senswring or criticizing the Democratic

congress?
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HUMPHRY: Well, I'll say this that 17 the Thomas billshould be s0 amended,

should @ so adulterated as to come out fer-s=ample—with injunctions, ae—to

M vith a vhole ssle prohibition of boycotts, asibe-someocat WEH""the

nMWMMMWMwm

ment Hot#*%] will oe one of those m;-iil vote agasinst that kind of = bill

besause that is not the Thomss bill, It will msan only that #pr, Thomas hee

hisname on 1t. lt willte the Taft bill, it will be the same thingas the
resident

Taft-Hartley vm andl hope that the mpaztdangxwill veto 1t even if some

&mocrats vote for ite.

SHADEL: ??511 in other words, 1f the lrernate m sses the soecalled "Taft

k substitute,” do you think that should bs vetoed?

HUMPHRY: I should say so and 4+ can assure you that anumber of us who are

comuitited toour party promisee and to what we consider tobe honest, lalr

end equ iteble labor management rel ationships,sahat. is the.Jednd of law thabe

Fwill vote agalnat,

IEWIS: PBut this is a Demoeratic congress, It's not usmial for a Democratic
@-euidont to condemn his own party in ite affairs with {;hgrus, ie 16?7
HUMPHRY; Well I think it s gquite clear that there are some dl Ffsrences
of opinion between the ged_dam and some members in the Democratic party.
i think there are definite di {ferences on this matter of laber-mm agement
relationships and ! an confl dent that 17 the bill includes those features
which + hsve mentioneds ltyf_}:?
used by the covernment or the empleyer to.stop disputasy;-47 it ineludew the.
waeolernie probibition. of theecof - myy-kind-ef -Doysott, I feel that-if that
ongressy 4 -4t should-ami-if-tb-doos 1t “will.he.vary_very
elosey.that the 5}"#%1@3“ will veto itm and he aiaould veto 1t beceuse
of the obligation of his -pariy promisesy-of-hbe.promises to the people,

SHADEL: Andthen that lsavesthe Taft-flartley Act as a campalgn issue in the
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election? :
HUMPHRY: Well indeed it does because it wl llbe the Taft-“artley ict. +t
will just have a new title, You know as somebody once sald, and I think

i pemarked in my spesch on the floor, that awlf may change its fur but
never changes its minde Now we may change the name yay Jnow of the Tafte
“artley Act but 17 we don't change the body we h.ven't changed the pirpose
or the objective,

LWISg You s oundpretty pessd aiat!.c, fmator-

HUMPHRY: Oh, I'm not pessimistic, The fight has just begun, We've had
the of fensive im this fight, In fact, I think that the opposition has besn a
little bit disturbed because we've been on the mar ch, md—¥tll_say vl ght—new
&Ab)lf those whoare vitally emacmdﬁlabormm agement law would i‘i}i

Itwbenad Lo the debst otgudbmihey-ere perfectly.du. . willine —ts =it -dowi-and
vhogpeglys-wrpunants objectively, thers ian't a shadow of a doubt in my mind

':Ifﬁ.rr 3‘}"‘} ,U' g pp Guasr OGP
© that we have the argument swd I think we've proven 4% on t he floor ofthe
Senatee Ve have proven cmoelusively when we have argued with t he proponents

of the Taft amendments that their amendments are not sound, that they do
not promote falr o lel me say friendls lshor-mencgement relation sknimps,
bt in © act tmat—theyrrerfrlweinpractivenmd—thoy-aromete -what -I.

L-'-.,l’,n.:f;
eail chaos in industrial affairs,

BANCROFT: Well Senator Humphry, you mentionsd the injunction which we
gather you ars opposed to. What weuld you do to deal with national
emcrzency strikes?

HUMPHRY: Well I'm happy that you asked me that guestion bescause I think
that that.:a the one big problem that's in the mind of the ‘meri can peopls .
Justifiably so, 0o, The Amorica people are concerned anbout what they ecall
a "natlonal emsrgency” but 1t's o strange thing, Mr., Pmereft, that from
1935 to 1946 we never had sny nationsl emergencies in labor-management
disputes, At the time vhen labor was organizing, at the time when there

was literally a knockdown-drag-out battle between labor and management over
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the organization of trade unions we never had anything that was called a
nutional emergencsy. ‘
BANCROST: But didn't you have a Smith-Connally fst to take care of the
situs ion?

FUMPHRY: Wait a minute, ¥e had thet during the war snd the Smith-Connally
pAet was used, I think, just once during the war in an effort to take over a

nlant on the basis of seizure, I think that was the ¥Montgomery-Ward case,

20 Cafae SUT M poLin 20

hen wa wg“ﬁ%"w. sseee
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teke ovér plamt on- M—oﬁ—u&ﬁﬂw—; gaink that was the. WM\

g Well, P*cMw&n LFeEtte-wesak.-desle.
After the war] In the 1946 cese, but Ifm pein}kré out
3 wee letts go to 1935 to 'hl, when we got Into the ,sr’ar, during the

had its uphill battle of organizatlon, when . t‘hare were pltched
pattles even on fhe streets, when Big Steecl was orgmi;wﬁ, when meny of the
mines were argmindh whan the automoblle industry was m'gnnind. We had &all

kinds of strikes, but na ma called it & naticm’al emerzeney. Now, let's seeee

LESIS: w«ll \.bhe Frasidmtjxsed some powers to stop such things
wey baclk in the ai.ghteen-sﬁvaﬂg}aa .._,,«a.

BUMPHREY S Oh, indeed": ﬁ{ﬁr 414} And I say thab ceeoce

LEWIS: {Both spe m}'éuginteliigibla) national emergency, but

they considered thet 1t was gomething to’that effects,

HUMPHREY 2 Oh, indeed, and thatla\axmtly what the labor movement
is juastifisbly afrnid,lf/: thet when the Freal ... when the Attorney-Ueneral or
the President had t?fe power of the injunction, thhq not only used it, but they
used it indiaefyﬁnately and I donft think mer?;g a ‘qc:und lai;c;:;- speclalist in
pmerica cuo 1ét's say Willlam He Davis, Dr, Leichener, Tl\.x.mningor, of the

University/of Wisconsh, sll of them have pointed out, as hag the Pederal Hedla-

tion Conéllistion “ervice, We're not worrying now about who ds 1t up, under

SHADEL: well, Senstor, is vyour answer to the aquestion, then, that

there is no such thing &s a natiana& meroarﬁz‘:tr&kﬂt?

L

HUMPHREY 8 1111 quote what o said,
Lu(

thet ™ had no national emergeney in one hundred and £ifty years, That's what

he sald o bhe—Senator Coon Kenbuelsy Senctor Witherse. in debate the other day)y

ol
he ivad Imbww of no emergency that could be termed a national emergency.

THADEL 3 Well, now, your cclleague, Senator Douglas, for example,
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is proposing plant selzure to desl with national emergencies., You don't zo

along with that? .
HUMPHREY 3 Now, let's go baek Just a minute, befors we come to that,
beccuse I recognise that we may have to have some leglslation in this fleld,
Let's take a look at what the Taft-Hartley Act says sbout natlonsl emergencles,
The American people have besn led to believe that the Taft~Hartley Act settles
national emergeneles, Now, that's the blgzest joke of all times] Thet's o sig-
ger legend than the Pmul Bunyan story out of my native State of Minnesote,

HANGHGW# Youtre talkm“ ahout this 80‘d&3 evese

HUMFHREY ¢ I'm talizing sbout the so-caned u lli.ng-orr period where

no one gets cocl and everybodyls off the reservation, THEUYe-exeebliv-whel Lap-
T brd’.tw-t- L R TN

penmed, Fele—bwen used seven times since 1947 p~ebls-soolingaoff peried, In
a‘,"_‘!,r.,i.-\ LA mo’tla{
oﬁ% the injunction has—been-meed for 30 days, Thetle the-externmt—or

463 That's vhut the law says - no lmger thm 80 deys, What hnppenad? In
Contiried |

every case the dispute wea never settled, ummmmm

ledpbaiahl o " e TV THE dountry didn

BANCROPT?Y Well, John L, Lewl s called off & strike, didn't he, when
he got slapped w th some fines?
BUMPHa Y — . Oh, John L, Lewls was sigped wibth some |

of courd, buk fhat WES essee

- Fhe Taft-Hartley Act wes passe

ed in 19}4.7 md from 19?4.7 to 191;.9 the emergeney provlsions of the Taft-Hartley
Aet have been used seven times and In all seven Limes they have falled. Nememof
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’ﬁa strikes have-ween-settled uatll wlhenf—trrtdd~tls injunction period wmd ex-
pired; until the men sat around the table, after the injunction perlod, just as
we'tre dolng.ham tonlight, and they settled thelr dlsputes In the same 0ld way
that they used to settle them years and years &30, by collective bargaining.
Now, don't take my word for it., I ask anybody to look Into the record and I say
over this grect n:tional hookeup that the blggest freud that has ever been pulle
ed on the Ameriecan people, and the biggest lle that's ever been pulled on the
Anerican people, 1ls that the Talt-Hartley Act can do snything sbout & nstlional

:;s‘éo %t'a

emergency except to hold it off for 30 days. uud-dn every instegnee,
Kty o T bl

begen done, thatts Just what has ha penedy OU Umy:s
g .

Vihy, in the west coast longshoremen's strike they atruck 95 days and-{labesry)—

SCmder I ety
LE§Is: Senator, 30 days hasn't passed yety but let's see if we

can gsebtle this one., Will you vote for or ezainst the Dousglas-H1ll amendument

for plant seisure?

M "¢ |
HUMPHRAEY ¢ intentlon of tie Jenilop fisu-iissesebey L0

vote for the Thomas Bill

i Qedlibobiilay)If I have to take my choloe between the smende

mant by $he-Senabor fm g w11 Lol h—@e Injunetiony to settle national
, G caklons o
emerzencies, se-ssimeeid--s0 the bipartlisan mendmenb._mwm—pm

il i il gl plent selzure, then 1'1 vote for the plant

| - g-»_:t s very franily,
the best & ternatlive iz 1n the Thomes Bill, Now, why do I say that? Because
that provision has worked. Mles meitad sinB8. cuessseee

(more)
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ese If I have to take my cholee befween.the-amendment by the Sena

A e,

4
hich is the iajuncilon,; to utt].e national emer o8 as oommd ,

w.,ﬂ

san anendment, which has not Mput in yet, which I was onf
- darins Min@m author f 1t eee (

But'.. very

say ir thqu--'ﬁ;o alternatives are placed io us.

bead-provision ias. workeds Itl's worked since 1920 in the Natiomal Rallway
Labor Acte. The exact provision which 1s in the Thomas BLlll is what's been

in the National Sstyew—pev=iallway Labor ict since 1926, ARd-olf-ene@tallie

SHALELS But, Semator Humphrey, as I remember the hearings up there in
the Senate Labor Commlittee, it secems to me that in the last resort that you

people were still counting on some rresideantial powers to settle any national
emergency strike.
HUMPHREL: Yes, Iln case 1t happened.

SHADEL: what powers would he be called upon to use?

mmmm I'm sm that/ir this country were confronted with & national
ﬂ—vJMF iy o tmaou P mk(
i oy )/ o

omraamxA here's what I think the rFresident ought to do w1 TrE U PoaL™

LEWLIS: You wouldn't depend on any particular Presidential power?

HUSS HRISY s Hos L would note And I say Lhal N6 uf-£ntourselves it

Lo souelimesv- e way find curselves lun a parliamentary si tuation, where the

cholce 1s belween the amendment by Mr. Talt, which 18 the injunction, which
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never has worked,

% compared to the selzure

anendment, which-may.be offered by a bipartisan group, ud-%mm

HBciontan,
Dave selzure, . Sub-~theble-seiswre of the plant, of the profit,; of the whele-
indusiry - ami-f-sey—-shab-that*s a very serious thing, b4 &’w"{”& e L,,,,.m};; .

SHADELS
xNkE But calling Congress at that particular time, isn't that the worst

possible time for Congress to consider labor legislation?
HUMPHREY ; Uh well, it lsn't a matter of considering labor legislation, Itts

a mtter of dealing with a spescific object. I am one of those iLhat does not

want thi.l term "national emergency” to be cheapened.,

ek ol

v Mﬂ‘f 1
ody-that two years sob-daguad.So-iave.-nntional
- 3 Ao
emergencies all at cnce. L for years and years &m we jasd never

a
semmed to have any natlonal emergencles. The mmmuu that you put that—

naticnal
Lo bargun;;

provision in tljm law

SHADELs But 1f you depend on a specilal sgession of Congress, aren't you
likely to get the very same thing that we got in the railroad sirike, when
Fresident Truman went up there and asked for the drafting of e.e

HUMPHREY: #hat did we get from that strike, lir,. Shadel?
SHADEL: ‘elly, the strike was called Off ..
HUMPHHLEY ¢ Exactlyl Without any injunctlon, without any legislation,

without anything at all - just mere public opinione And that's exactly what

I say would happen. WW‘&’.N ngti.n cowtibatdid yoyg.

A AW’

hayeiWou-bash the provisions of the National @abox? ﬁailwnf”&ct, enacted in

Perr

it
192G, whilch pravi«.}u fact-Tinding, conciliation, mediation, the power of
publle opinion, the good offices of the Preaidor? bringing pressure to bear

%) Yo/ Mw o s ,

ohovd
Win the 1946 railroad at;r:l.m L LA peRee——— he Prosident thneadens

m the parties to settle their disputes.
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ed them with a message to the Congress, and when he started to spealk wé the
Congress, while in the process of his speech the parties settled. lowy—dom't

SHADELS You depend on that ...(interruption) threat?

HUMPFHREYX: ﬁ.mt 's the ocnly example of a national emergency being settled
by the use of Government, the only cne. All = the rest of theniﬁdvn TEen
settled.

SHALBL: Settled by & threat.

e L louwee = FITE Y S v gl § Ll

HUOMPHREY s

Et's & whole lot better than compelling

the workers to work against thelr will & for a private amployer and his
pofits In other words, injunction does this: 1% says to the workers, "your
grievance will be held in abeyance. So Jou want more money? So you want
shorter hours? vwell, we're not going to give them %o you., For elgshty days
you're golng to sit over here and you're gelng to work for a private employer;

for a private employer's profit, while your grievance is not being settloed.”

80 Lhey decided to-setbla, 15 790¢ (Batios! osplitncs frons

LEWISs But, Senator,; ehet*S sovernment by threat. I mean, as a theory
do you subscribe to that?

HUKPHREY: Uf course I don't. May I say thet thes was a unique sltuation,
Nlnety-nine per cent of the labor contracts of this couatry, Mr. Lewis, are
settled peaceably around collective bargaining tables., Not only 99 but s @s
was polnted out, 959-4k/100%,

BANCRGPP: Senator, I'd like to change the subject here Just a minute.

Une thing, maybe you can give us a tip, You were a radioc news bromdcaster
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that's now a United States Senator and we're still redic news broadcastors;
just how do you get from the microphcne to the United States Senate, anyway?
BUNMPHREY: Yell, scometimes I wender, and at this moment I'm wondering whsther
it was & good idea. '
BANCR CFT: Pell, we have some other guestions. What about the rest of the
Truman Program? Ye've explored the Taltelartley Act pretty well. What about
some of the other things in hls program? How muech of it do you think Cone
gress ls golng to give him?
HUMPHREY: Well, I'm very happy that you asked me that question, Mr, Bane
eroft, because 1 think there's been a concerted move on in this country to
tell the American people that this 8lst Congress just isn't golng to do anye-
ting about that program. Now, let me say, first of all, the 0lst Congress
has two years of life, gentlemen; 1t did not pledge that 1t would do the
program in five months or in six months. These-ef-us -whe-were—elected-5:,
Those that were elected %o Congress saild they were golng to get 1t done in

two yoars.

SHADELS They're golng awfully sloi, thoy, aren't they, Senator?

HUMPHREY: Well, may..l-84ys here's the first Congress that has had a peace-
time situation or a relatively normal situatlon sinee 1932, We had a great
worldwide depression up until '}j0; then we had vorld War II} we had the two
years of the postwar perlod when the world was literally on fire; and we had
two years of the 00th Congress. Wow, let's take & look at what's happened.
After all, we had a lot to plck up fes. We had the brakes put on from 1946

to 8, and before that, wh.s88

ittle or no leglslation of a demestic nature was passed from 1940 to
116 |
SHADEL: Well, If your crisis was worse, 1f many more situations were
faced by the 80th Congress in '4S, shouldn't that make your job much easier

shouldn't
and zhaukd/you progress much faster in the 8lst Congress?y
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HUMPHREY: #Well, had they done their business - but they dida't. JFor
oxample, the other day, the Senate ratified the International Wheat Agree=
ment. Now, that agreement was up before the 80th Congress; they never got
arcund teo ratify 1t.
SHADELS -But the 50th Congress had the larshall Plan, they had Greek
ald and then «..
HUMPHREY s Sure, they did a great number of things in the fleld of forelgn
poliey and may-¥-say-that those same things are being carried on under the
81st Congress. Now, let's see what this Congress is going to do and what it
has done. PFirst of all, 1t passed a better rent control law than the rent
contrel law of the U0th Congress. The Senate hes passed Federal Aid to Hdue
cation. The Senste has passed a broad public housing and slum clearance
program. We've extended the canipels. uf. L6..se the powers of the Exporte
Import Bank. Vve've extended the voluntary allocations plan. We have passed
a school health services program for school children. We passed the Commodity
Credlt Corporation amendments, to provide graln storage facilitles. Now, those
are just a few of the things, plus many of the appropriation bills that have
come up.
BAHNCRUFT
EXKxex Gell, Senator, I'd like to ask about one other thing. I was
standing up there on that platform in Philadelphia with you when you put thru
the Civil Rights rlatform that the Lemocratic Convention adopted, and you came
down here and the Senmateo has, i anything, it seems to me, made filibustere
mors workable. Do you think ... you mentioned two Jears ... do you think you'l
get that Civil Rights Program thru in two years?
HUMPHREY: 1 hope that we'll get some of it thru in two years. And I think
we wille I think that we've get & very definite opportunity and possibility
of passing an anti-lynching bill that really is a strong ons and alse an antie
poll tax bill. I think we can pass the basie Civil Rights set that we have
submitted to the Congress for the establishment of a Civil Rights Commlasion.

How, that isn't maybe goling to happen this summer. There's gelng to be tn
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attempt made, 1 can assure you, te have that dono' before this first session
is oute All I wani to say is that before we judge the 0lst Congress, gentle-
men, let the 0lst Congress have its days in court. Wmma
had to have hearings on everything. Un the one hand, if you don't have heapre
ings, they say ybu'm trying to rush itj; 1f you do have hearings, they say
youlre trying to delay 1t.
Lawlss Uf eourse, that's characteristic of all Congresses.
HUMPHREY: 1t 1-. it is, indeed. m%{wn had very extensive and exhaustive
hsuings—..m-m-ﬂmnim vwages~tire-increase wf the minimum wage law and

axtom its coverage;

#Ebes Ve've Lad extensive hearings on all of the health bills that have come

up before the Congress, and we've had a half a dozen or more of them. We
had hearings on Federal Ald to Bducatlion, upon school health services; we've
had hesrings on school construction programs, These are just a few of them.
SHADBELS fut, Senator, 1 can count up about rive major lssues, as of
June 15th, that this Congress has accompliished. And the record is for the
80th Cungress abmft nine major issues, pleces o legislation passed.
HUMPHREY:  Well, 1 haven't been able to keep a chronological chart , wisss= I
say, of that. I say there's been a great deal of obstruction, there's been
a4 greal deal of dilatory tactic used in this Congress, but I would say that

as far as the U0th Con.ress was concerned ..ejust-en-egricultare -alkons &

they didn't pass an agricultural bill until about 4:00 A.M. of the last day
kbRl L 0.8 00 Sunday-merning. luch of their domestic legislation
never, nsVewy-literailyy got any place at alls They jJjust let it high and
dry. What dld they do about minimum wages? what did they do, for example,

about Soclal Security? wWhat did they do about housing? Wwhat did they do
about Federal Ald to Hducation? what did they do about health legislation?
LitWISs Senator, let's take the first few. What is this Congress golng
to do about mini um wages and Social Security?

HUMPHREY: I'1]l make a prediction, and without any fear of being called a
prophet. The housing bill will be passed, the real estate lobby not to the
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» eontrary, It's been

blocked in the House, but 1t's out of committee., It will be voted upon and I'11
saywithin & week 1t will be out of the House. IHwildeevweve

BANCRUPT Minimun wazes and Soclal Securltiy?
HUMPREY$ Minisius wages, ['m sure, willl be extended to 7154-an~-hour,

The coverege may nob be éxtended in this first session of the 51st Conzbess,
And whet was the next one?

BANCRO™': Soclal Securlty?

HUOMISREY ¢ I say the Soclsl Security benefits for old age and survie

|

vors'! insursnce, &s well as old-age pensions, will be ralsed substantlisally,

gbout LO%, \

BAX GROPT: : In this secssion of Cengress?

HUMPIREY s In this session of Congress.

BANCRUPT: | The Senate Finance GCommittee hasn't even taken that up

and the House Comulttee has been working on 1t for four montha,
Hﬁxﬁmﬁ’f 3 That's right, but you don't have to have it taken up by
the Senate Flnanece Committee. It can come over {rom the House, as many a bill

hase Hold your hearings in the House and have 1t come on over,

fHADEL Yo you think Senator George will agree to that?
HUMPHEEY ¢ I don't knowl
LEML 3¢ Senator, I1'4 like to ask « the financial situation, what

it is at the moment, 1f you had your way, would you 8o ahead with the Truman
healti: progrem, the publiec housing, the many reclsmatlon yrojects, Columbia
Valley, snd 80 on, that ere in the Deaccratic campalgn platform and pledge?
HUMPEREY: Yes I would take them. I wouldn't sey that we could get
them all under way In t;he next two or three months, but I feel that between now

and 1950 definitely the Chlthe uva %

%

tion b111 will become & resllity end the housing pogram willl heve its start,

LEWISg How would you finanece thesge things?
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» eontrery, It's been

blocked in the House, but 1t's out of committee, It will be voted upon and I'll
saywithin & week 1t will be out of the House.  THPOTLL SO

BANCROPT: Minimun weazes and Soclal Securliy?

HUMPREY?S Minimuz wsges, I'm sure, willl be extended to 75¢-an~hour,
The coverage may not be éxtended in this first sesslon of the 51lst Conzbess,
And whet was the next one?

BARCROTT: Soctal Securlty?

HUMISREY S I say the Jocisl Security benefits for old age and survie

vors'! insursnce, 8s well as old-sge pensions, will be raised substantlslly, ‘

about Lo%, e

BAN CROPT: | In this session of Congress?

HUMPIREY s In thils session of Congress,

BANCRUPT: . The Senste Finance Gommittee hasn't even taken that up

and the House Comulttee has been working on 1t for four months,
HE!HPHRE{ .z That's pight, but you don't have to have it takenm up by
the Senate Finanes Comaittess It can come over frem the louse, as many a bl
hage Hold your hearings in the House and have 1t come on over,

SHADEL ¢ Yg you think Senstor George will agree to that?
HUMPHEEY I don't knowl
LEST St Senator, 1'd like to ask « the financlal s itustion, what

it 15 at the moment, if you had your way, would you go ahead with the Truman
heglth program, the publie housing, the many reclamatilon grojects, Columbis

Valley, end s0 on, that are in the Deaceratic caupalzn platform and pledge?

RUMPRREY ¢ : Yes I would teke them. I wouldn't say that we could get
them all under wey in the next two or three months, but I feel that betwesn now
and 1956“ definitely the CM& s W{L/ S ETS eV~ Hrer-enll

tion 111l will becoms & resllty end the housing program will heve its start,

LEVIS: How would you finsnee these things?
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Juat the way we've always »een finme@nﬁ Lot gocitnires Gomion s

oo Both SPEMTHFSURN INEEI T Mible) defielby hrendt Xe DN,

&uﬂp items are in the budget, -Farmo—iteme-use

puwm the Mlgsouri Valley Autority, the Federsl Ald to

Educatlon,

EERXEX SHADHEL @ Ine Truman health '; rogrem?
HUMPAREY ¢ The Truman health program is nct in the budpet, but the
Trumen health grogran is a self-financing program, Wl. it's

apaymnz;fy@’f’?f“’”%wf”r“”wm (O-OMA)

BANCROFTs W'eil, Senstor, I'd like to esk thiss It's & guestion we
try to ask everyone heres You're generally regarded as a liberal, Do jou re=-
gard yourselfl as & 1iberel and, if s0, how do you define & liberal?

HUMF IREY ) Well, 1 do regard nyself as & liberel and I would define

1t this day and age as one who believes that the processes of Government can be

ugsed for the beneflt of our pecple, in a partnership with our peoplej-waere—bise

investmsndée- In & stronger and & healthkr America, Por exaple,
we can prove thab for every dollar we put Into public education we have a yleld
of four dollars, one-to-four. How, that lan't & puess, That ls & matter of
statisticel feet, Ve can prove, for example, that by scil eonaawatibn. land

reclamation, irrigetion, under Coluabia Val ley, under Migsourl Ve ley, that in-
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stead of it being an expenditure service, gentlemen, it will be & real investe

mente

BANCROFPT: Well, we wented to mak you 1f we're headed for a depress

sion, Do you think we &re es.ss (inter,) prevent 1t?
HUK HREY ¢ I think thet 1f we carry out these programs of sound
reclamation, of ﬁuhm educetiong if we carry out these prozmmus of.publia wam,,
we'll be sble t0 ward off & depresslon, We do heve 2 recession todey and may I
say thet we've got to evaluate costs, not In terms of just whet the immedlaste
finenclal autl_? 1s to get these things done, but what will bde th:hgs-:t‘er a
mnaj or dopr&qsi& in this country? OGentlenen, what's the coat of £ milllon seven
hundred thoussnd unemployed right now to Americe in loss of productivity? I )
think thet needs to be figured oubs %hat 1s the cost of floods? What's the
cost of millions of our acres of soll being eroded every veer? Now, with e
NOOE e as ltlh-geninlmun of expenditure we can stop these things ,...a-)n( have
proven throuszh TVA, and we have proven through flood control and through soil
conservation thet instead of expending our money we've enrlchedourselves so that
our natlonal economy todsy is s tronger, more productive, snd more prosperous
then it's over been in our history.
BANCROPT 2 Are you golng to raise taxes to do this or are you soing
to have defleit financing?
HUMPHREY ¢ We mey heve to have some defielt financing snd if we have
to ralse taxes may 1 sgy that it ecan be ralsed on the hlzh bracketss '
BANCROFY: I think thet's 81l the time we have.

Thanks very mich, Senator Humphrey.

' T R R T
ANKOUNCEqs ' Columbis has again brought you & meebing in "Capltel Cloak
Room, 2 presenting & merber of Congress throuzh Informal interview, Tonight's
guest was Senator Hubert H. Huaphrey, Demcerat, former lsborie, from Minnesota,
Condueting the interview: Griffing Banereft, Bill Shadel, and Robert lLewls.
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