
REi.1t.RKS BY SZNATOR HUBERT H. HUHPEM Y(D., ~JDJ:J) 
OU ~HE FLOOR OF TH0 SENATE OCTO:SE-1 17, 1949 . 

OB CIVIL RIGHTS 

gr. Pr esident, in ':."fJr judgnt:nt reas onable :nen nust t?{;r oG th<!.t in its firs t 

s ession the Blst Congr ess adequa t el y net s eve ral t <:: s"ts of its responsibility. ':Je 

havo t aken notabl e st<Jps to s a f eg:J.ard the social and econor1ic \ :elfar t... of cur own 

peopl e . •·!o h.:we kept faith vri th the r est cf the free v;o r l d b~' C'Jnti.nuinc our 

pro~ra:.~ of politic2.l ancl e cononic a i d and suppl 8''kmtin c:; then with nuc os sary :-U-

litc.ry aid . But Vl <J have fallon short 011 SiJV8rals:;o r es, IJr . Prcsi:lcnt , and I viis h 

t o sp~ak f o r a f ew nonents about ou r nost J:1c nu.r10ntal failure . I r ef e r t o our fail-

ure t o act aeainst racial and r t-ligi ous •liscriui nation and thE: rl.enial of civil 

ri f~hts t o :ni l lions of our peopl e . 

1.'}hile thcJ vrc rld l ooks t o A'"le rica f or :noral l eadershi p , wa have fail ed to 

off e r it rme cf the nost r:wani r:.cf ul rlen::mstra tions of our b~; lief in hUr.lan dignity 

anrl th..; rich t s of the i nJiviJ ual. Tho frco, du!;ocratic ivay of life is on tria l 

t c lay , :::nd :1-gain we havJ failed t o contribute to its <lcf10ns e Hith c oncre t o p r oof 

of our devotion to th tJ ri r.;hts of nan . Civil richts is tho sup r ono t est of our 

i nt egrity as a ")eopl e , a n-I ap;ain YIG have f ailo:l t o qua lify . 

Bu t the Ar.w r:i.c <:.n peopl e don t t want it that vrc:..y , !•:r . Pres ident . They have 

shovm t hat thuy a r c r eady t o i'luct tho t •;st . ThG Ar-:e rican peopl e vct 0d f or a Pre-

sidont vrho 1"1Lant wh a t he s a i d c:.bcut civi l r :L r;hts :m .l fo r a Pa rty th<:.t h [.vi thl: cou-

ra::;e t o t ak·.; c:m unconprcnising stand on thi s wcot vi t a l issue of the 20th c entury. 

If thi s J ls t Coq;r.:· ss ha·i a mancl?.te f or anythn;~ , it su r e l y ha ·l a mandate t o enact 

th~ Pn .. sidcn t t s civil ric;hts p :rogr an . 

l1i E i ons of peopl e we r•e cL ;t;trifi t.Jd on a July day l a st. y,;a r wh<m the cvn-

venti on of the !)emocr<'..tic P.:trty cLclarel i tscl f firml y o.n i pre f ouncil y and came to 

grips ·with t he probl or:J of civil riE1tts . 'l'h3.t c onvE:ntion c ane cut un0quivocally 

i n suppc, rt of i t s l oad.c: r , th ·~ President of the Unito(l stnt ...:s, a n.l in suppo rt cf hif 

civil ri r,hts pr:)grar:t . Tha t c onventi;_m ur;:ed ir11.~ediat,> acti on of f our specific 

propvs als: 

(1 ) The ri ght o.f equal treatment i n t he Armed Fo:rccs; 

(2) on l e!='"islation t o nbolish the o.nti:-poll t o.x; 

(3) on a meanincful and eff ,cJcti vc anti-lync hi nc_: ~)ill; and 

(4) For fair empl oyment p r -:lcti c e l er;i s l ation . 

That was an historic convention , and t he el ectioli whi ch f ollowed. was an 

historic event i n American history . 1'Ii t h t hat convention the J omccratic Party s et 

its elf again as t he party of t h0 peopl e and f or t h e l :Lhertie s an J tho fre;edom v!hic! 

distincuishos our del"loc r:1cy fror'1 f or oi gn bi gotr.{-riclden pre judiced t otalitarian 
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nations. The American people voted for the Democratic Party and for a Democratic 

president and for the Democratic platfonn. 

With all the forwa:rd looking strides in social and progressj_ve legisla­

tion which the 8lst Congress has so far taken, the Congress of the United .::>tates has 

failed in its responsibility to enact civil rights leV-slation. This is a profound 

blow to the American people and to the democratic liberties we share. I deeply 

regret that failure. 

Many explanationt.J have been forthcoming as to the reasons for that failurE 

I have no de sire to make the issue of civil rights a partisan political issue. I de 

not want us to t runk as Democrats or as Republicans; more impor t ant, on this issue 

we must speak as Americans. I know the blame wlu ch my Party must carry from the 

basic division vnthin its ranks on this question . 

Lest my colleagues on the other side of the aisle feel a warm glow of sel~ 

righteousness, hovrever, l ot me address them for a moment. Let me r emind them of 

their beautiful vrords prior to the last e le ctibn. Let me r emind them of the tribut< 

they pay to the Declaration of Independence, to the Constitution and to "the b~sic 

principles of this liepublic" to "the equality of all individuals and their right to 

life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness". Lot me remind them of their pledge fo1 

the "right o/ equal opportunity to -;;ork and to advancein life", and their pledge the 

this right 11 s~10uld nev .r be limited in any indi vj_dual because of race, r eligion, 

color or country of origin. 11 That Republican platform stated J 'Je favor the enactmei 

and just enforcement of such federal l egislation as may be necessary to maintain 

this right at all times in every part of this l•epublic. 11 That platform went on -

11VJ'e favor the abolition of the poll tax as a requisite to voting, we a.re opposed t<:> 

the idea of racial segregation in the Armed Forces of the United States." 

Beautiful Republican words 1 The people of the United States, however asl 

11did the Republican party mean thos e words?" I remind you that early this session 

we who vrere pledged to the enactment of the Administratiofl r s civil rights 

program tried to liberalize the Senate rules on the question of cloture. 

This was the first step toward ending filibusters and clearing the road 

for democratic debate and voting on the issue of civil rights. You said you would 

help. But the ruleschange that finally passed ~- a r esolution that makes the 

filibuster even more secure than before ~ that rules change bears the name of 

your distinguished floor leader, the junior Senator from Nebraska. 
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:t '>.auld, of cour~e, be foolish for me to overlook the opposition to 

these proposals v:i thin my o~·.n party. I knmv the objections of my Souther n friends. 

I respect their convictions , but I e:.:n equally tJonvinccd tha t they o.re clectd ·.:rang . 

As liberal as many of thcml a:-c on some is suet.; , they are afflictecl \. i th a cl oseu mind 

on tlw i ssue of rc.cial discriminr.tion. I appredate the hi s toric:.l c:ircum;:, t ances 

that lie <J.t t .he hott.oin of t heir preju6ice~ , If it •. ere only a ma"Cter of prejuc~icc, 

I might have c. diff .sn~r:t posit;ion on this i ;:,<ue. ;.s lonf: as it remains 1.ithin the 

·.rorkinc ::; of a m:1n' s mi nd, pre jur:':..-Lce i;:; an inc~iv:! . ciu c.l protler;1 ; c..nd \.e may hope some 

day to ~>ipe prejuclice from t ':•.c mind of Lmcrica . But hhon prejudice becomes an overt 

act of unfc::.ir dit~crimim::tion ag~'.in st <:<. p:;~ r s on becd.us e of his r Dce, color or creed, 

it i& no lonGer u.n inciividual' s pr oblem . When :-..:. mLLn i s L.cni ed a job only because 

he is :.:1. Negro, or a Je·,., or n c ~.,t'nolic , or be:c <~us '3 he b.3longs to any ether r:.inority, 

r:e h&ve asocic..l pro Llem - a pro ulem fvr u.ll of s o.::;iety, ~cg<:...inst <.• hich u.ll the people 

can and must a c t . 

Le t me emphas ize t hat tn..:: p r o bl c:rns a:' di s crimination a re by no me[.ns 

confinec~ to the South . Lly Southe ru cello<. gu es ba. vc r c:pc;c.t 8dly pointe d. out - c..nd I 

c:.gr oe ·.:i th t i1em - that cLLscrimi rHi:.ion t rJ.ws plc.c .; in the Nort~1, too. It happens all 

over tlle cormtry , u.nd that i ::, e \. 011 mo;~e r uc..f;on f o r a f' c: ;.;,e r <.-.1 l o:.:.; : to protect the in-

T• .. o y c:Lr s o-&;o t hi s r.1ont~: , c. e;:coup of "'·lin.;ntly qu~~iii cd ilmoricu.n n:on and 

.. o:ncn i;·f:uec' L. r:~port in t l1.:::j.r c·;,pr.ci t y ~.s t L.; Pr ~ si ((mt r s Co1.uni t t co on Civil Rights 

Fol t ·. 'o Y·-~ urs t !:c unp<•.l:.,.-c<tblc f J.cts :.mcovu r od b,;r thi~ Comm:i. tt ;;::c: hLcvc bor.: n sprco.d up-

on t he rcc orc~ f' cr '-·lJ. to s c.: .; . L :.:.~~ t :. =J ±'orgst t~!8m , l ot me cit_) some of tllG chrn;w-

ful L·~ cts thi s GoJ.lmittoc.; r c:portcu ·- f.::.c t s .. hich l1-:vc. h :.:cn u mat't,er of officiL~ rc-

cord for u. t lou.s t ~.o yenr s : 

lynchings in t ::;.o United. E)L .t es . Not L sj.n~~lc por~on gi V•.::rl the UOLl th pcn~U ty for 

these crimas, u.nd most of t he guilty " .. ere not QV ,m ti·i cu in court . 

The pcll t~:.x :.:nd other be:.llot r 0stirctions keep millions of people from 

voting. 

Ne1 s pa per "r_8lp \IL:.nted." ads offer jobs for \, J:licll only '..'hi tes o:c Gentil es 

need apply. Job s eekers are forc ed to list their religion on application blanks. 

Us in5 any ba sis of comp~rison - expenditure s , numb8r of te~ch2rs, 



l ength of school t e m -- "separate but equa ln schools for Ne gro e s and white s 

a r e r eally 11 unequal 11 anu put tho Negr o a t a disadvantage . 

And he r e is one of tho effects of job discrinination in plain dolla rs 

and c ents: The l ast c ensus showed t hat the nedi an annual incone f or the white 

school gr aduat e was ~1,454, conpar od to $775 for the Negro high school gr aduate. 

'I'wenty-th r ee out of eve ry 100 white hi.gh school gradua t es had incones over 

$2,000. Only f our out of evurJ 100 Nogro high school gradua t e s had incones that 

hi gh. He r e a r e Neero and white citizens with the sane anount of education 

and trai ni ng - but discrirunation ~akos sure t hat the Neero citizen cets l ess 

noncy: -f or his work. 

Thes e: a r c not tho only fruits of di scrini nat i on: diseas e , delinquency, 

crininality, ill iteracy , social t ension, poor health, anri r aci2l unr est all 

sp ring fran t his unde:1ocra tic pr actice - strc.nge f:ru.i t i n t his l and of freodo1:1 

and oppor tunity. 

I have hoard it a r gued, Hr . Pros i oent, tha t you c am10 t s olve the s e p robl e::1s 

by l egislc.tion. Education i s t he onlyway, according t o t he opponents of civil 

rights l egislation. Well, I ;o.n f o r education ; i t• s easy t o he f or educati on, 

4. 

but nany of u s are t oo willing t o nakc i t the curu f or all i lls. But Lot 1 s 

r enG'!bc r t his : r acia l and r ol ici ous cksc rinino.tior: , l ynching, s egr ogat ion, dis­

franchis <;~lcnt of .:m Am:riC §.n citiz ..;;n becnusc of hi s c ol or - all of t hes e t hi np,s 

a r c norally 'Jfrong . They a r e truly un-k1cric an. ThGy viol a t e t ho ethic s of f air 

pl ay and -.;quc..l i ty that vrc vrv r e t aught as chil d r en and vrhich vm toach cur child r en 

t cday . Since t heso p r acti ce s a r o wronr; , we shoul d r1al:e t hen illeGal. ~'Je can 

J'!lako it clear that vro di sap?r ove of the:1 and t h2.t we a r e putting t hen outside 

the l aw . 

I don 1t deny t he va l ue of education. I s2y wo ne~d nar c educati on, particu­

l arly i n tho fi el d of hu:1an r el a t ions . Tov.:<:..rd t h.qt .. :md I havo i ntroduc ed l egis­

l a tion f or t he c r eation of a Civil R.i. r.hts Connis sion . But I s ay that progr e s s i ve , 

lihc r a l l et;isb.tion t hc.t gi ves f orc e to r"o m l priECil;l os is i t s elf ..::duca ticnal. 

The opponents of civil ri ~:hts ask us to conside r sta t e 1 s ri ghts. I do 

not ob j oct t o stat e t s ri c;ht s , if t hey .:1 r e .:1ccoD.:1 a.11ied by a r;enuino ru~;ard f or 

sta t e 's r es _)onsibility . Mo r e in~o rtant, t he til7le ha s a rrived f or us t o get 

out of t he s hadow of sta t e 1 s ri t~hts .:1nd v:alk f ort h r ightly i nto t ho bri ght sun 

of hwaan rights. 
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For all these reasons, Hr . President , I lament our shameful 

failure to secure t he right s of our oppressed minorities . I lrunent it, 

and so do many of my col l eagues . But we have not wavered in our 

determination to make a fight of it - and that fight will be made . 

The 11ajority Leader has said that FEPC will be taken up "early in the 

next session . " I congratulate my friend the distinguished majority 

l eade r for that statement. I urge in fact that not only this piece of 

legislation be taken up early in the neA~ session, but that it be the 

first bill t aken up in the second session of th e 8lst Congress . I urge 

and know that t he Administration press the fight until the last filibusterel 

is exhausted and until a final. , democratic vote has been t aken. Nli't 

until such a fight has b een made cnn this i ssue r eally be settled . And 

in that fight I pr orni co our La jority Le::ader the support of all those who 

agree that we must act now to redeem ourselves in the eyes of our own 

people and the r t;st of the Horld . 

iJJe face one other cruc i a l issue. , but this ti:.1e an executive 

rather than a legislative civil riehts probl em - the end of segrE::gation 

in the Armed Forc es . This issue has b~en skirted long enough . This 

so-called "racia l equality policy" is i n f a ct no such 11 racial equa lity 

policy 11 at all. It i s ratht..:r a pvrp\;;tw .. tion of the sam0 und01nocratic 

discrimination and svgr ·..;gation which has l)att crnod our Armed Forces in 

the past and v.rhich has done so much to a lit:ma t e for us the friendship 

of the colored peoples of the >wrld, now striving for a democratic way 

of life . This policy docs not meet the objectives of our President's 

executive order of l ast Y'~CJ.r ; it docs not r.1ect the principles expressed 

in the Democratic and Republic~ platforms. In fact, · if I may quot0 from 

an editori<:l in the Uashington Post for October 6, 1949; "The n l:w policy 

purports: to do something it does not do in f a ct • • • segr egation units in 

themselves frustra t e th e ;:wst efficient us ..:: of m;mpower ••. the Anny will 

continuo to manufact~ru a Negro problcra for itself so long as it employs 

criteria of r .:1.c0 rather t hem ability anywherv along the line. 11 

I b1ow t hat the President of t ho United Statvs is sincere in 

his objective to eliminat;;;>. segregation and discrimination in the Armed 

Forces . I a sk that his st<~d be strengthened a s he opposes all efforts 

to equivocat e that policy. I a sk his subordinates in the executive 

depa rtments to conform to that policy . I ask that we r~::ject the apostles 

of delay and the counsell~rs of timidity. 

Hr . President , i1rtaerica is the hope of the world~ In thes e times 

of econor.lic, political ancL o.bove a ll spiritual crisms, we cannot and must 



• t ' • 

-6-

not evad<.,; our responsibility. Our <..iistin[.;uiohed Vice 1 rc.'> ident I"t<.;.dc tt1is 

obligation clear u. little ;:.ore t'rwn cl year ago 1;Len he spoke of Thomas 

Jefferson. lie said; 11 lle did not Fi'oclair:l that ull 1.·;hite or black or red 

or yellow r:wn arc equal; tiw.t all Christians or ~Tcvrish r;1en aro equal; 

that all Protestants or Cathol,.ic nen are equal; that all rich or FOor men are 

equal; t hat all good or ba<l ;,1<.m are eou:-11. ,hat he declared was that all 

men are equal." 

The tot;1litarian 1.-.rorld chall\jnges ;imcrica to prove that it means 

what it says about hl.ll.:,an freedolil and hunan dicnity. t-\mcricans are 

God-fcariug men and :1cmen. hS ruHericans, we place our 1' aith in the 

brotherhood of r.mn aml the fat herhood of God. As J;.mcricans , \..JC have the 

rcsponsibilit.r - ours is the nission - for t he Hholu t;m billion JJ.wrnbers 

of t Le hur:1an fr.mily to proclaim these basic religious and roli tical 

truths. I know tiw tii-:te is ncilr ulwn ;iJ;Iericu 1.-Jill fulfill that promise 

of a land ·~he.i·c all nen are free an(i equal. 

,;,e 1.·Ji.ll have :m opportunity to prove ourselves very 8arly in 

the second session of the 8J.st Cong r ess . i-~ay Cod r;i ve us the strength, 

the determination, t he wisdou, to be 1-!orthy and to fulfill thn.t respons­

ibility. 
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