REIARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H, HUMPHR:Y(D., MINN)
ON THE FLOQR OF THs SENATE OCTORER 17, 1949
W CIVIL RIGHTS

Y¥r, President, in my judgmunthreasonable men rust agree that in its first
session the 81lst Congress adcquately net several tesis of its respansibility, e
have taken notable steps to safeguard the social and e¢cononic welfarc of cur own
peoples T have kept faith with the rest of the free world by continuing our
progran of political and econordic aid and supplementing then with necessary Mie
litary aid. But we have fallen short on scveralssores, lir, President, and I ﬁish
to speak for a few monents about our nost menumental failure. I refer te our fail-
ure to act against racial and religious discrinination and the denial of eivil
rights tc millions of our pcople.

While the world locks to Anmerica for moral leadership, we have failed to
offer it one c¢f the most nmeaningful dundnstrations of our belief in human dignity
and the righbs of the individual, The free, democratic way of life is on trial
teday, and apain we have failed to contribute to its defense with concrete procf
of our devotion to the rights of rian., (Civil rights is the suprevic test of our
integrity as a people, and again we have failed to qualify.,

But the Amcrican people dent't want it that way, mr, President, They have
shown that they arc roady to mect the test. The Ameriean people voted for a Pre~
sident who nuant what he said gbout civil rirhts anl fer a Party that had the cou-
rage to take an uncompronising stand on this mcot vital issue of the 20th century.
If this 81st Congress had a mandate for anything, it surely hal a mandate to enact
the Prosident's civil rights progran.

illions of peoplc were cloctrificd on a July day last yoar when the con-
venbion of the Democratic Party deeclared itself firmly and profoundly and came to
grips with the problem of civil rights. Thal convention came cubt unequivoeally
in support of its leader, the President of the United statos, and in support of his
civil rights program. That convention urped immediate action of four specific
proposals;:

(1) The right of equal treatment in the Armed Forces;

(2) On legislation to abolish the anti=poll tax;

(3) on a meaningful and effective anti-lynching bill; and

(L) For fair employment practice legislation,

That was an historic convention, and the election which followed was an
histeric event in American history. Vith that convention the Demccratic Party set
itself apgain as the party of the people and for the liberties and the freedom whic

distinguishes cur demoeracy from foreipn bipotry-ridden prejudiced totalitarian
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nations. The American people voted for the Democratic Party and for a Uemocratic
president and for the Democratic platform.

With all the forward looking strides in social and progressive legisla—
tion which the 8lst Congress has so far taken, the Congress of the United “tates has
failed in its responsibility to enact civil rights legislation. This is a profound
blow to the American people and to the demoeratic liberties we share. I deeply
regret that failure,

Many explanations have been forthcoming as to the reasons for that failure
I have no desire to make the issue of civil rights a partisan political issue. I dc
not want us to think as Uemocrats or as Republicans; more important, on this issue
we must speak as dmericans. I know the blame which my Party must carry from the
basic division within its ranks on this question.

Lest my colleagucs on the other side of the aisle feel a warm glow of sel:
righteousness, however, let me address them for a moment. ILet me remind them of
their beautiful words prior to the last election. Let me remind them of the tribute
they pay to the Declaration of Independence, to the Constitution and to "the bgsic
principles of this Kepublic!" to "the equality of all individuals and their right to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness". Let me remind them of their pledge foi
the "right o: equal opportunity to work and to advancein life", and their pledge tht
this right "should never be limited in any individual becausec of r ace, religion,
color or country of origin." That Republican platform stated '"We favor the enactmer
and just enforcement of such federal lepislation as may be necessary to maintain
this right at all {times in every part of this Lepublic." That platform went on —
Mfe favor the abolition of the poll tax as a requisite to voting, we are opposed to
the idea of racial segregation in the Armed Forces of the United States.™

Beautiful Republican words!  The people of the United States, however asi
"did the Republican Party mean those words?" I remind you that early this session
we who were pledged to the enactment of the Administration's civil rights
program tried to liberalize the Scnate rules on the question of cloture.

This was the first step toward ending filibusters and clearing the road
for democratic debate and voting on the issue of civil rights. You said you would
help. Dut the ruleschange that finally passed =— a resolution that makes the
filibuster even more secure than before — that rules change bears the name of

your distinguished floor leader, the junior Senator from Nebraska.



It would, of course, be foolish for me to overlcok the opposition to
these propesels within my owvn party. I know the objections of my Southern friends.
I respect their convictions, but I am equally convinced that they ore dend wrong.

Ag liberal as meny of them are on some issues, they are afflicted with a closed ming
on the issue of recial cdiscriminetion. 1 appreciate the historicel circumstances
that lie at the hottow of their prejudices. If it_here only a matter of prejudice,
I might have & different position on this iseue. se long ae it remeine within the
vorkings of a mon's mind, prejudice is an individuel problen; and ve may hope some
day to uipe prejudice from the mind of imerice. but wien prejudice becomes an overt
act of unfeir discrimination agiinst & person because of his rece, color or creed,
it is no longer @n individual's problem. When & mun is Genied & job only because
he is o Negro, or a Jeu, or & Ontholic, or beczuss he belongs to any cther minority,
we have asocicl problem - a provlem for ull of society, cguinst vhich all the people
can and must act,

Let me euphacize that the problems of diseriminstion are by no mecns
confined to the Soutn. My Southern colleszues have repectedly pointed out - and I
agree with them - that discriminalion takes plece in the Northa, too. It happens all
over the country, and that is even more reeson for a Fouercl lew to protecet the in-
dividwd's rights every.here in the United Stutcs.

Tuo years ago this month, ¢« group of cainently quelificd Americuan men and
women irsued ¢ report in their capoeity os the Prosicentts Conmittee on Civil Rights
Foi tuo yoars the unpolatable fucts uncovered Ly this Committec huve besn spread up-
on the record for ¢ll to sce . Luost e Torget tiem, leot me cite some of the showe-
ful facts this Committec reported - fucts vhich Lave boen ¢ metbter of offiecizl re-
cord Teor at lewst tio yeoors:

For tic ¢loven yeors immediately proccding the roport, tasre were 44
lynehings in thc United Stutes. Not & single person wac given the death penadlty for
these ecrimes, und most of the guilty were not even tricd in court.

The poll tax und other bellot restirctions keep millions of people from
voting.

Newvspaper "help wented" ads offer jobs for which only vhites or Gentiles
need apply. Job seskers are forced to iist their religion on application blanks.

Using any besis of comperison - cxpenditures, number of tecchers,
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length of school tern -~ fseparate but equal" schools for Negroes and whites
;re really "unequal® and put the Negro at a disadvantage,

And here is one of the effects of job discrimination in plain dollars
and cents; The last census showed that the median annual income for the white
school graduate was $1,U5L, compared to $775 for the Negro high school graduate.
Twenty-three cut of every 100 white high school graduates had incomes over
$2,000, Only four out of every 100 Negro high school gradustes had incomes that
high. Here are Negro and white citizens with the same anount of education
and training - but discrininaticn nakes surc that the Negro citizen gets less
nong for his work.

These are not the only f ruits of discrinination:; disease, delinquency,
eriminality, illiteracy, social tension, poor health, and racisl unrcst all
spring fron this undenocratic practice - strange fruit in this land of freedon
and opportunity.

I have heard it argued, Mr. Presicdent, that you cannot solve these problems
by legislation, Education is the only way, according to the opponcnts of civil
rights legislation. Well, I am for education; it's easy to be for education,
but many of us arc too willing to make it the cure for all ills. But let's
renegrber this: racial and religious descrimination, lynching, segregation, dis-
franchisenent of an Ancrican eitizen because of his color - all of these things
arc nmorally wrong. They are truly un-Ancrican. fhey violate the ethics of fair
play and cquality that we were taught as children an? which we tcach ocur children
today. Since these practices are wrong, we should make then illegal. e can
make it clear that we disapprove of then and that we are putting then outside

the law.

I don't deny the value of educaticn. I say we necd nore education, particu-
larly in the ficld of hunan relations. Towzrd that ond I have introduced legis-
lation for the creation of a Civil Rirhts Coriiissicn. But I say that progressive,
liberal legislation that gives forece to moral principles is itself cducaticnal.

The cpponents of civil rights ask us to consider state's rights, I do
not objecct to state!s rights, if they are accorpanied by a genuine regard for
state's responsibility. More important, the time has arrived for us to get
out of the shadow of state's rights and walk forthrightly into thc bright sun

of hunan rights,.
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For all these reasons, Mr, President, I lament our shameful
failure to secure the rights of our oppressed minorities, I lament it,

and so do many of my colleagues, DBut we have not waverad in our
determination to make a fight of it - and that fight will be made,

The Majority Leader has said that FEPC will be taken up "early in the
next session," I congratulate my friend the distinguished majority
leader for that statement. I urge in fact that not only this piece of
legislation be taken up sarly in the next session, but that it be the
first bill taken up in the second session of the 8lst Congress, I urge
and know that the Administration press the fight until the last filibustere:
is exhausted and until a final, democratic vote has been taken. Net
until such a fight has been made can this issuc really be settled. 4nd
in that fight I promise our lajority Lceader the support of all those who
agree that we must act now Lo redeem ourselves in the eyes of our own
people and the rest of the world,

We face one other crucial issuc, but this time an exccutive
rather than a legislative civil rights problem - the end of segregation
in the Armed Forccs. This issuc has buen skirted long enough. This
so~called "racial cquality policy" is in faet no such "racial equality
policy" at all, It is rather a purpetuation of the same undemocratic
discrimination and scgrugation which has patterned our Armed Forces in
the past and which has done so much to alicnate for us the fricendship
of the colored peoples of the world, now striving for a democratic way
of life. This policy does not mcet the objectives of our President's
executive order of last year; it does not meet the principles expressed
in the Democratic and Republican platforms. In fact,-if I may quote frem
an editorial in the Washington Post for October 6, 1949; "The new policy
purports to do something it does not do in fact ... 8egregation units in
themselves frustrate the nost efficicent use of manpower ... the Army will
continue to manufacturc a Negro problaa for itsclf so long as it employs
criteria of race rather than ability anywherc along the line,"

I know that the President of the United Status is sincere in
his objective to ¢liminats segregation and discrimination in the Armed
Forces., I ask that his stamd be strengthened as he opposes all erforts
to equivocate that policy. I ask his subordinates in the executive
departments to conform to that policy. I ask that we reject the apostles

of delay and the counselloors of timidity.

Mr. President, America is the hope of the world, In these times °

of economic, political and above &ll spiritual crisés, we cannot and must
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not evade our responsibility. Our distinguished Vice lresident rwde this
obligation clear a little Lore then a year ago when he spoke of Thomas
Jefferson, He saidy "lle did not proclaim that all white or black or red

or yellow nen are equal; tiat all Christians or Jewish nen arc coual;

that all Protestants or Catholic rien are egual; that all rich or poor men are
equal; that all gocd or bad rien are eaqual, ‘ ~hat he declared was that all
men are equal."

The totaliterian world challenges .america to prove that it means
what it says about human freedom and hwsan digpnity., americans are
God=fearing men and women. 48 aucricans, we place our faith in the
brotherhooed of man and the fatherhood of Jod. As smericans, we have the
responsibility - ours is the mission - for the whole two billion wmcmbers
of the human family to proclaim these basic religious and political
truths., 1 know the time is ncer vhen america will fulfill that promise
of a land where all men arce frce and equal,

42 will have an opportunity Lo prove oursclves very carly in
the secend session of the 8lst Congress. 1ay (God give us the strength,
the determination, the wisdou, to be worthy and to fulfill that respons-

ibility.
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