
FOR ROOSEVELT DAY DI NNERS--a dedication to F . D. R. 

At t a time .hen democracy was challenged 

every~here , at a time ~hen men the wor d ave~ began 

to look outside of democracy for relief from their 

econo~ic problems~ Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected 

president of the Untted States . 

Huge and all- encompassing problems faced the 
' 

world in 1932 . Part of the world met these problems with 

force , with police states , with tyranny . There 

in this country V•ho had the same ansv\ers . 

re those 

V': ha t freed om is left in the v,orld today has 

persisted only bec~use Franklin oosevelt looked f or and 

found ans~ers through democracy . 

Let us r emermber VYha t our war ld ~ .. as v.hen 

Franklin Roosevelt became president . 

Depression had engulfed nearly the entire world . 

One nation after another tried to all itself off from the 

rest of the \\Orld . Italy had alre .:ot dy turned to fascism . 

-~ranklin Roosevelt ;as elected to so ve our 

econ <.J ... ic chaos . But there ¥\as no r eady- made solution . 

America had never developed a philosophy of econ ~)m ic 

dem ·Jcracy oth r than laissez faire. 'l'o many Americans i n 

1932 , democracy and l· i ssez faire ec ·:momics ¥~ere synonomous . 

Then 20 million Americans we·re thrown out of 

work , and a ne economy had to be developed--a new econnmy 

with the same pol i t ical democracy . Franklin Roosevelt had 

to have a new philosophy . 
P~'t'FI..fJP~-.p 

And he J;;i.a.Q it . In the critical day when h~ 
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took off ice , Franklin Roosevelt set f orth the same philosophy 

tha t \ e. of th_e democratic l ef t still hold . It is t he phil­

osophy of ADA , the philosophy of Europe ' s stalwart third­

force . It i s t he philosophy hich I be-ieve saved democracy 

in our time . 

F'ranklin noosevelt ' s doc trine was the concept 

of economic democracy . 

and sterile thinking 

He brought Amer ica out of 4aa stale 

••!m111'11llli!Ml:D, the 19th Century belief 

in a democracy that c mld no t exi st without lai ssez faire 

economics . He br ught us int o a ne. area of thinking 

about democracy, and mad e us review our beliefs and understand 

t hem. 1 h·" t we discovered in that y EJar of crisis was the 

meaning of democzacy--the will of the majority shall be the 

will of the community . Thep \~'e cat.ld understand de r eal 

meaning of e conomic democracy--that m jority r1.+ le can apply 

i n the economy and that a mechanism--laissez faire capitalism-­

llU!D~cilXJall!l:t i s no more important than .-. people . 

Bub% the importan t thing ·bout 1933 as not the 

change from pure capitalism to democr tica ~ly controlled 

capitalism . The im~0~tamx great event--the miracle , i f you 

v i ll--was that the change was made democratically . '.rha t wa s 

done only because of x the philosophy of Frank~in Roosevelt , 

and through hi s supreme ability . 

The capabil ities of Frankl in · ·oosevelt , like his 

beliefs , ere exactly wha t the nation needed that year . In 

t i mes of great change , ne" ideas are ·emcome and are neededT 

Plans , solutions , experiments--thes e are part of the daily 

life of a na t ion i n cris:ls .. But the grasping for n ew ideas , 
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the sifting and selection of them , presuppose in the final 

arbiter outstanding traits--the traits of openmindedness , 

of se f~c mfidence, of euse in human relations · nd of an 

ab i ity to refuse a man ' s idea but ma intain his friendship . 

All of these y,e re charac te r traits of 11 ranklin Roosevelt . 

In critica days , too , ~E~B± t he peo ple must 

cooperate comp Etely . Dissidents ithin a society can 

never be allo ed to thro~ iax0 it in to panic hen great 

hhanges are i mperative. And the confidence of the nation 

s o necessary at such a time i s perhaps the most-remembered 

of all the great virtues and ae~0m~x achi evements of 

Franklin Roosevelt. 

But confidence i s not enough . Hitler \\On 

the c onfidence of the Ge rman people and Mussolini of t he 

Italians . 

t~~~~~y~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
..., cv, t r ts · ' 

To in conf i dence-4A... 
W I 1"111\ 
o ·Ra\7 Q a smile and 

smooth radi o voice . Roosevelt had mure . He knew how to 

bring i n all the peo pl e as partners of hi experiments , of 

the ad V'clnc es he He exp a ined each step as 

be went alcng . of us .ho listene~ from early youth 

unti l maturity as he explained to the na t ion what he ·as 

doing and hat he .as trying to do--wR.Q. g f ~s can"~say tha t 

every step of the ne · philosophy was not part of our lives. 

Outside of the depths of economic theory , ~e did understand 

wh~t we were trying to a ccompl ish. In simple eerms we under-
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stood , and the great majority of us approved ·hol heartedly . 

But as .F'r anklin oosevelt took office there 

as a second problem facing all the Ha%t&aXJ ~orld . Nat~ns 

ere breaking from other nations in fear of ~ant and ere 
C' 

moving to ard autarky . But this nation s am agai .st the 

stream and moved to ard world cooperation. Reciprocal trade 

wa.) born in these days , creatP.d by Roo evelt in the face 

of grov ing barriers r ised by other nation • And in the 

later years , America ' s role t~.s a member· o ~or d community 

was r layed out to its ful·est under his guidance--and the 

concept of a moral ~orld crder wa set ou · under his hand . 

e of us here today can remember clearly a 

worl ~ithout torment or gr~· t tro ble . But the crisis of 

our time came 15 iqears go , and the world ~as blessed tha t 

our leader then wu.s Fr anklin Roosevelt . Under his lead e'~" ship 

we hel · our m ocratic co 1Jr~e and cnlarg d our understanding of 

democracy to help solve the problems that many other nations 

tried to solve throu; h dic&&torship. It :as then tbat the 

world began apart , and Roosevelt ~tep , ed in ith moral force 

to make effecti ve the concept of a community of nations. 

Tbe problems we faced then arc not 

• As 1948 was a vic ory for hard-h_ ting , forthr ight 

President Harry Truman , so wa· it • victory form Fran· lin 

Delano Roooevelt . Here is final proof that he brought the iss es 

to the peop e--final proof t~at th•p understood. F'or that 

i s just what Harry Truman did b las t J ovember--and the 

response of Americans VIlas the response of a peo ple v.ell-schoolBd 
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in the philosophy of economic democracy and in the under­

standing o the re · l is sues of the day . 

For al l of this e pay tribute to one of the 

gz~ts:t v.orld ' s great men--to Fr an·l in Delano .Roosevelt . A 

leade r in time of confl i ct , a philos opher i n i me of crisis , 

a teacher i n time of mconfus i on , a humanitari·n in time of 

mistrust . No man could ask or more f rom a pr f> s ident. No 

man could ask for more from friend . 
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