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The most vital issue facing the fAmerican Congress todsy is
thet of civil rights. The preservation of humen righte is the paramount
issue of our generaztion. The extension =nd the guarsntee of humen rights
and civil rights is the core of our struggle with the totelitarien forces.
The denisl of humen liberty, the betrasysl of democratic idesls, is the
sin and the crime of Communism and other totelitarisn doctrines. This
greet, nation of ours has poured out billions of dollars of the people's
money in & struggle ageinst the eggression of Communist ideology. We are
sepping the economic strength of our economy to maintain = powerful
militery establishment becsuse of the threat of Communist sggression. Ve
live in & psvchosis of fear becsuse of the evil and ruthlessness of the
totalitarisn power.

How blind can we be? Are we incapable of seeing that neither
Communism nor Fascism can be stopped by the mere demonstrztion of military
power =nd financial resources? Our secret weapon in this grest struggle
is the fulfillment of the democratic ideal of humen ecuslity. This ideel
is embodied in political form in the civil rights proposzls which are
now before the Congress of the United States.

The issue of civil rights penétrates our foreign policy and

adulterates our domestic policy. It tenetretes our foreign policy be-

cause by our failure to guarantee basic civll ljberties to all peoples,
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regerdless of race, color or creed, we are denying acceptance of the
principles of human eguelity.

The underprivileged long-exploited peoples of Asis end Africa
wish to be accepted &s free and egual members of the humsn society. They
will place their faith in the nation znd the people who accevt them and
work with them as free end equal peoples. £ foreign policy that does
not include the issue of humen dignity and humen equality is one thet is
doomed to failure. As it has been stuted again and egain, the struggle
we ere now engeged in is one for men's minds. Respect, understanding and
effection csnnot be purchased by loans, gifts or grents. A unity of
freedom-loving people cznnot be molded by power end military might. The
intengibles of humen freedom, ecuslity and individual dignity are the
only real forces and wespons on the side of demoerstic faith.

The facts of internctional politics, the morel oblizetion of
our own political faith, the economic and politiczl needs of our times,
call upon the Congress of the United States to fulfill the pledges on
civil rights legislation which have been given to the people.

The issue of civil rights should be = non-pertisan metter. .
The passage of civil rights legislstion is a bi-partisan obligation.

Soon we shsll come to grips with the issue of fair employﬁént
practices legislation. The FEPC bill listed on the Senste celendar as

S. 1728 will be brought up for debate on the floor of the Senste within



CORPY

e metter of weeks. This bill has the support of the mzjority of the
Senate Lebor and Public Welfare Committee. This bill represents =
reasonevle, moderate and constructive approach to & very serious problem.
The principles of fair employment practices legislation are neither new
nor untried. The President's Committee on FEPC during the war years

has an enviable record of accomplishment. Already ten states have

FEPC laws on their ststute books. Many of the large cities have
ploneered in this sll-importent field of legislation. Roughly spesking,
about fifty million people, or more than z third of our country's
population, is already covered by state or local FFPC laws.

The passage of FEPC and other civil rights legislation is
jeopardized by the Wherry liesolution which wes the product of last
year's Republican-Dixiecrat coalition. I do not went to wwswemskok
underestimate the difficulties which are placed in our psth. However,

I am convinced that belief in the Golden Pule can overcome & Senste
rule. If we should fail, there is but one alternztive -- an old, true,
tried and tested alternative, namely, ¢ free election. I am sure thet
every member of Longress cen understand the meaning of this langusge.
The time for political politeness is over. The clubby atmosphere of the
Congress does not carry through tc the country. It is not enough just
to be & good fellow end to be liked by your collmgues. The American
reople did not send 531 members of the Congress of the United Stetes

to Wasinztor in order to develop our socisl life. We are here for the
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purpose of developing, protecting snd extending the democratic way

of life, That way of life is being challenged by bigotry, hypocrisy,
intolerance and discriminstion right here in America. It will require
much more coursge to stand up against the anti-democratic forces within
Americe than it does to vote the people's money to fight the Communist
forces outside of America. The eyes of the peovle of the United States
are focused on Weshington. They ssy: "Whether you zre Democrst or

Republican is not the issue. By your deeds shall ye be known."
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This is 2 significant and a symbolie year. Fourscore and

=

seven years zgo, on Jenusry first, 1863, a noble American snd & beloved
President issued for his day and for the pages of history a proclamation:
"I do order snd declare that all persons held as slaves within said
designated states snd parts of states ere, and henceforth shall be,
free." Fourscore snd seven years ago, on November 19, 1863, Abrshem
Lincoln, standing bare-headed at Gettysburg, rededicated our nation "to
the proposition that 2ll men are crested equal.”

Lincoln reminded the Americans of his day thet the struggle
for freedom =nd eguality is the responsibility of every generction.
Todey, the striving of the American veople for a progrem of full civil
rights is but a continuation of the growing movement and constant
sgruggle for the realization of the human dresm which received its

political expression through the idezals of hmme American democracy.
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The presena@@!%ghts%he paramount issue of our

generation, Civil rights legislation in America must be enacted now: it is
long overdue, Minorities still suffer the degredation of second-class citizen-
ship, Minorities are still denied squality of opportunity all over Americeza
Minorities are still denied the right to vote. Many Americans still suffer

from fear and insecuritye.

Then too, the denial of basic civil rights in America undermines
our fundamental wnity, retards the cultural and economic development of our
nation's human and material resources, and seriously handicaps us in our

foreign relationse

The extension and the guarantee of human rights and civil

rights is the core of our struggle with the totalitarian forcess
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power and financial resources? Our secret weapon in this great struggle
is the fulfillment. of the democratic ideal of human equality. This ideal
is embodied in political form in the civil rights proposals which are now

before the Congress of the United Statese— x‘-”lﬂ-f/ A ‘”Frlz‘cﬂ--»—» iz""‘"“"-f ﬂ,,__
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l/j'ﬂ_-f-] The issue of civil rights penetrates our foreign policy and
adulteﬁa‘bes our demestic pelicy, By our failure to guarantee basic ecivil
liberties to all peoples, regardless of race, color or creed, we are
denying aceeptance of the principles of human equalitye.

Our moral standing in the eyes of the world hinges on whether
we pass civil rights legislation, The moral and political health of our
own society depends on whether or not we adopt civil rights legislation.
We can scarcely call ourselves a democratic nation if we fail to guarantee
the right to vote and the right of persconal securitye. We jeopardize our
econemic strength if we deny people an opportunity for employment because
of celor or creeds

The American people, ®¥, in their churchee, in their
trade unions, in their fraternal organizations, in the farm co-ops,
through their municipal) and state fair employment amd anti-diserimination
laws, appeal to the Congress of the United Stetes. They appeal to the
leaders of both political parties to rise above the temptations of immedi=
ate political advantages This 1s no time for political polemics. Thie

is rather the #im¥ for a czll to reason and a plea for justice.
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Within the next few veeks the Senate of the United States will
be faced with the issue of & fair employment practices bill. £&n
attempt will be made by opponents of civil rights legislation to pre-
vent & vote on this measure. They feer & vote because if the Senate
is given an opportunity to express jtself on this issue, an FEPC
bill will overwhelmingly pass. They therefore will engage in fili-
buster, which is nothing more tian an attempt to thwart the expressed
will of the Americsn pecple through their representatives.

The Congress of the United Statee has the responsibility of
developing, protecting and extending the democraztic way of life. That
wey of life is being chellenged by bigotry, hypoerisy, intolerance and
diserimination not only ebroad, but right here in America. Now is the
time to stand up egainst the anti-democratic forces within America,
even if to do so may teke more COUrge than to vote lerge expenditures
SEgeey to fight the enti-democratic forces outside America.

The eyes of the people of the world are focused on America. The
eyes of the American people are focused on Washington. OCurs is the
responsibility to demonstrate that belief in the Golden Rule cen

overcome & Senate rule.
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