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Just this final word and I recognize that you have heard a 

great deal about it, and that is tnis whole issue of m nopoly. I 

an not only concerned by what I see as monopoly of the press. I 

am concerned by what I see of an ever-growing tendency of economic 

monopoly and of power, monopoly all over the American scene, and 

monopoly is not compatible with free institutions. Economic 

monopoly is a mor tal enemy of the individual, political, economic, 

and cultural freedom, and the job of our government and a job that 

has not been done too well is not merel y to fight against monopoly 

but to promote the oondit i ons which make it poss ible for every man 

and every per son to ha~ an area of opportunity. ono oly ill the 

press is particularly bad, and I would say this without being too 

critical or being too causti c, the American people have left the 

press of America . They have left it. If I were a publisher of a 

great newspaper, 1! I were an editor of a great newspaper, I 

would do some soul-searching, some re-examination of the kind of 

opinion and attitude that I hold, because surely over t he long 

period of time, now almost twenty years, a full gener~tion, the 

American people hav not listened to, and let me say t hey have even 

grown to not respect many of the attitudes and t he opinions 

expressed in that all-important page of the Amer ican daily and 

weekly newspaper, the editorial page. 

These, who are the masters of public opinion should remember 

that basically public opinion is their master . Those who would 

mold public opinion, and in their fruitless efforts to mold it, 

ought to try to examine what has happened in Ameri can life . The 

American people are no longer content to be told what to do by a 
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single newspaper in a large metropolitan area. The American peopl~ 

repudiate this kind of monopolistic po er over the forces or over 

the mechanisms of communication, and if I were a publisher in a 

great city, I ould elcome petition. I would go out of the way to 

we1come competition, bee use I aay categorically that democracy and 

freedom depend upon competition of ideas, not monopoly over the 

formulation of economic, political and cultural attitudes. This is 

a basic problem in America today. llore and more newspapers are 

disappearing from the scene. More and more are being gobbled up into 

what we call a chain. More and more are being liqui dated in terms of 

their independence by shareholding control, economic control and 

policy-making control, and this is not good for democr~cy. This is not 

good f or human freedom, this is not good for what we call the American 

way of life, and if the Newspaper Guild has one contribution that it 

can make in behalf of freedom at this cr itical hour, it is to state 

forthrightly and clearly so that everyone can understand it, that it 

looka upon the ever-growing tendency of economic monopoly in the field 

of newspaper publications as an evidence in our society that needs to 

be eradicated. (Applause) 

Lest anyone misinterpret ~ remarks, may I say this: e still 

have in this great nation of ours a good deal of freedom of the press . 

e still have in this great nation of ours ossibly the most free press 

that the modern world knows. I recognize that that statement may be 

well challenged by men and women from other parts of the world 1 but in 

a sense we have not lost the cause, in a sense we have not loa~ the 

fight, but the time has arrived to take what I call preventive action 

to see that this trend and that movemen which is now going on for the 

concentration of c ontrol over the means of communication and the mean 

of newspaper publications is put to a atop, and whatever your organiza 

tion can do in behalf of that program will be a wortby step. 
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ur. Chucker, I want to thank you very much for giving me t is 

privilege of addressing this convention. "Ma3 I say that I ball no pre­

pared remarks. I came to you as a friend. I came to you recognizing 

that some of the oi a of view that I hold are not very popular these 

days. Once in a hil I gather from that press that I read around the 

country that some of us r looked upon as r~ther dangerous radical 

people. Well, I ould say that my radicalism is Just thisa It is a 

sincere and devoted belief i the creed of the American system. It is 

a sincere and devoted belief that man is more important than economic 

independence. It is a since~e belief that somehow t e are certain 
~~ c.~~~~~ - ~- ~.J)J-~ct.. 

that eve y person ought to s in the responsibilities 

the privilege and duties of overnment. I t is a belief that any m~ans, 

any method of discrimina tion, any form f intolerance, any degree of 

bigotry is a social and olitical cancer in our society tbat needs to 

be checked, and about which there needs to be preventive action. It ia 

a belief that basically the wealth of this nation and the strength of 

this nation is in th p ople . I am neve very much innuenced by the 

fact that the cash i n a bank is strong and powerful. What I ~ 

.priaat ly concerned about is what about the condition of the depositors? 

Now about the folka: It is a belief t t somehow or other the economic 

solvency of America is not determined by the Federal budget, but that 

the economic solv ncy of America is determined by the number of jobs 

that are avail able at decent wages and under ood working conditions for 

the industrial orkers of America. Yhat is t he economic condition of 

the American farmer in ter of his products and his pl·ices? What is 

the economic conditi 11 of the trades men and the draftsmen, and the small 

manufacturer and the snall businessmen, and I am here to state quite 

categorically that never has Americ in all of its hi story been more 

economically solvent, mor e economically strong than it is at this very 

day on this 28th d~ -- I believe that is the date 

all the cr itics to the contray. (Applause) 

of June, 1950, 
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If it is radical to b lieve in co~lective bargaining, free 

collective b g ining, if it is unAmer ican ~nd socialistic nd radical 

to believe in the right of the wor ing p opl e of t h:D country to 

organize, then I st ~ d convicted. If if is radio , unAme· ican and 

socialistic to believe that ver n , r dl ess of hi3 r ce, color 

or cr eed, nat! e origin, or hi o reli i n, shoul d n c ual right to 

participat in th fr its of em cr cy, t en a nd convicted . It ~-

is radical to b liev that t e peopl ar o p bl e of coTe 'n n th~selves 

and t at t m~jo i ty over t he lo g riod il e fewer mis t kes than 

any ae~cted mine ty, ten Is~ nd cozvicted. I ust p en to ~elie ve 

t hat nkind is capabl of olvi ita r oble s, an I a en t believe 

that t he quest of freedom ie a ques~ w ·c is 

decent, respectable , i ntelligent citizen in 

noble one nd w 1ch every 

erica a d all r ts of ths 

world ought to ded~ t hi elf to. I e en to believe co r p t icn, 

totol.i t i anism, IP cial r i vil g \'her ever it may be found , is mortal 

nemy of d~ocratic institutions, and I am a y t kno that tnis Guild , 

this fine or ganization , has se n fit to t a e firo stand t thi• 

critical hour o human history and lon before this our o t e issue 

totalitarian rhilos p~. Ther is n room in his rorld, nor is t here 

any oom in t, is great na ion fours , for tot li tari n ment i y, and 

th way t def t that t otalita i n m ntality is o tto c rae it, is not 

to inVi stiga it , 1 n<t just to char e i 't 1 th this an itll that, but 

to or te the c nd1 1 n of c nomic and · oli i l opportuni t y so that 

people do not fall int tho t p and i to t he insidiou p iloso Py which 

would devou th and des~ t eir individ a l ibe ty , nd y r~ can 
do some hin abo t t his . You c n do mo · about it t a Con eaaman or 

a United Stat s en tor . You s e trli' oU h the i nted 'ord t millions 

of pe pl , au yo ri n d ords ar e ric 1 or t ey c n b a 

toxic i dlen t t at ill st oy r save us . 
Good luck to yon. I t has bee f un to be ere. I want t o t hank 

you very mu ch. 
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