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I went to begin by thanking you for jyiving me the oppertunity to
attend this mebting. It's at wmeetings like this - meetings of the
American people who are interested in coming to & real solution of
their problens -- that national policy is made,

Maybe some of you sare surprised to hear me say this. Maybe you
have thought that «s e member of the United States Senate, I believed
that national pelicy is made on the floor mnd in the committes rocms
of the Congress, But I can tell you this, The President snd the
Congress enunciste nationsl poliey, but it is the people who letermine
it = snd that's the way it should be,

I know thet you've invited me to come here for just one purpose.
You want me to tell faets about egriculture, as I see them, You're
not interested in long-winded explanations-- or excuses —- or spologles
as to wvhy wve do this and do not do that,

Meny of the young men of this Nation are faeing bullets and shells
end loneliness and cold on the Xorean front, Thet's their job st the
moment, and God Xnows they're doing it beautifully,

All ve on the home front have to face is facts —— and God knows

we need to.
How here's one fact that we can't dodge. It's the faet of hunger,

Half the people of the world are hungry -- hungry snd ill-sheltered and

m on by disesse,
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Hunger will be conquersd —- in some way, make no mistake about
that - the hunger problem will be met either in the free world way

or in the Communist way.

Many of the world's hunzry people have their faces turned toward
us, Ve've done sosething to help them, Ve've sent food to Western
Burope, to Asia, to Indis, to Yugoslevis, We've cooperated in world
agricultursl snd economic agencies. We've started the Point Four
program, snd we're expanding it week by week.

But the pressures are growing in this country to cut down
or cut off foreisn ald, The critics say we can't afford it.

- . -

If we turn svey the mmngry peoples of the underdevelopsd aress
of the world, vhere are they golng to go? You know, and I know,
The Soviet Tnion is slweys ulck to make glowing promises, But
the Sovied Union and some of {ts satellites are surplus food
producing countries, just s we are. And the men in the Kremlin
know hov to use food -~ just as they know hov to use fear and sex
end whips end gunds -- to capture the souls snd the bodies of

men and wWomen.
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You people are farm people. i’ou are producers of the one commodity
that can do more for world pesce tham any other meterial thing on the
face of the earth - FOOD,

The fact of the vital importance of food today unierlines the
foct of the vitel inmportence of Awericen farus, of Amerigan agriculture,

Here are the hesic facts ebout agriculture ss I see them,

First, ve can't have a sound prosperous economy unless we have a
sound, prosperous egrieulture,

Second, we cen't have s heslthy, vital, end efficient people
‘nless we have a sound prosperous sgriculture to provide pood diets,

Third, ve can't erect s strong defense or an sdequante military
escteliishment, unless we have » sound, prosperous agriculture to provide
rav materials for defense industry and militery supplies. Let me give
Just one examplet The most essential of all war materials, next to
steel, is cotton,

Fourth, ve can't preserve our ’ree democratie idecls, unless we
have a sound, prosperous agrienlturs, bocause the family farm,
fanily owned and family operated, is the very backbone of Amedican

democracy.

In view of what I've just said, 1t's easy for you to see why I
elways welcome & chance to come cut and talk with the peorle — beceuse

It's people 1ike you who have got to be thinking about famm policy —
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Thinking about improvements to be mede - thinking shout ways to bring
farm needs and problems inte sharper focus so that the rest of the
American peorle and your elacted representatives in Washington ean
eppreciate the situation,

I believe that we need now -~ as never before -- & strong and
economically secure agriculture., We need it for prosperity in peace,
and for strength in this period of emergency.

Our agriculture has served the nntiom amezingly well through the
years, Bui row we nmust be on guard ag inst forces that would lead %o
the dissipation of the strength and productivity of ~ur farm economy.

Recently I was startled by something I read in s speech made by
our extremely able Seeratary of Agriculture a few weeks ago. Secretary
Brannan pointed out that in the pericd from 1940 to 1951, grose produc-
$ion per mam~hour in menufacturing inersrsed 15 percent — but that in
agricul ture the increase was A5 percent.

I say I wes sturtled te read thet, I confess I had no idea that
- agrieulture hsd made such grest producitve progress during the past
decade,

1 felt that here were some facts that ought to be shouted from
the housetops. Here was o sample of resl free enterprise activity,
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I began making mental comp-risons Letveen what farmers have been
doing for thelr country and vhat some of the dlg industrialists hove
done.

We all kmow that certein industries had to have all kinds of
inducementa hefore they would begln defense production in the ewrly
days of World Wer II* The Government bullt plants for them, got
priorities on materisls for them, gave them s gusrsnteed price or cost-
plus contrac's, then when the war vas over, in some cascg, the
industries bought up the plsnts for 10 or 20 cents on the doller.

Whet haprened in sgriculture? Farmers were asked to produce —-
and they rolled up their sleeves and did the job « snd the only
incentive they had, besides patrictiss, wes price support st 10 percent
belov parity.

We 81l know what happened » few years age when cert in industries
were requested to build up eapseity. They fought tooth and nail ageinst
the prerossl thet the Government should have authority to assist them in
expanding productive cepacity.

The result 1 that there wasn't snough steel to meet =11
recuirements and there was unemployment trouble in Detrolt and other
pleces,

What's happening in the present defense emergency? Alrendy
ve've given nround 12 billion dollars in tax amortisation to {ndustry,
and we're only getting started. This amounts %o savings in taxes of

over a billion dollars s year for these companies. That's roughly
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equal to the totel Federal budpget for agriculture., We're also glving
negotiated contracts sec defense ladustry can't help but mske 3 profit,
But vhat about the famer: We hoar such nonsense &8 conservation
18 a "luaury®, Or we bear harengues sbout the cost of the Coamodity
Crodity Corporations How much have tosal CCC losses amounted to in
19 years of operating? About one billion dollars, Compare that with
the 12 billion in tax smortization slrecdy given industry In the
currsnt defenze emergency.
And against that loss of about & billion dollers in CCC price
support operations, wa should halance the saving of tens of Mlliens
of dollars in purchasing power for the fam purt of cur Nestion§. Buying
power is the vary life's blood of the netioral economy. And we should
include also, on the crodit side, the saving of additicnal tens of
billiens o{ dollars for consumers, by the evening cut of supplies end
preventing sky-rocketing prices of farm commodities in short crop years,
Ve hear 1t sald somotines that business doesn't ask for price
surporte, se why should fermers ask {or specizl protection sgrinst
the operation of the economiec laws of supply end demsnd, There are
severnl answers, and I'm sure you know them as well ss, or better
than I. First, the assumption that business doesn't ask —- and got -

specisl protection is Just neive,
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Ve'vs menticoned some of these spocial priviiegee already: the tax
amorits  tions, the cost-plus contracts, the nogotiated contrectz. Ve
can add to the list tariffs, grants to railrceds, speclsl mailing
privileges for the publlshing industry, subsidiea to the aviation and
shilpping industries, snd many others,

For examplae, publishers heave been getting en anmuel postel subsidy
of over 2200 million on the cost of hondling thelr newspapers and
magagines -- apd this is in addition to the subsidy of more than
£100 million on parcel post that is accounted for mostly by eirculars
snd other andvertising matter,

The shipping industry received & variety of subsidies totaling weore
than 8300 millfon for the pest fiscal yeer, Roughly half of this was for
eonstmetion of carge ships, and the rest was a direct subsldy to the
merchent marine, plus river snd harbor nevligetion alds.

The Pederzl Govermment halps State and loeal governments in
hishwsy construction. This subsidy mmounted to wore tham 2400 million
in the past fiscal yeer,

Put to my mind, the sisplest snswer to this subsidy cuesticn is
just thiss If farmers should ever get togother as some segmenis of
industry heve for the purpose of concerted sction on produetion and
prices, they could meke the peo;le pay the most fantastic prices for
food thet you or I ever heard of,

Amoriesn agriculture will nevsr do such = thing, It's in the

1mntwoefthofamrtovmttopmdtwo. He wants to grov things -



COPY

that's why he's a farmor. He loves the fuct that he's in a kind of
partnership with the Amighty —= a partpership that reeps its real
revard in the erention of food and fiber for the servies of mankind,
The farmer wanis to produce -- that was one reason why the net lncome
of farm operstors averaged only ebcut 80 cents & day dack in 1932,

I don't enjoy ealling up the dread spectres of 20 years sgo that have
safely been lald to rest over the psst two decades by a new and
enlightened farm poiley. But let me Just tickle your memories & bit

ebout those days,
There were more than 45,000 famm foreclosures in 1932 zlone -

one about every £ ninutes on the averuge, 24 hours a day, and seven
days a week,

Haybe scwme of ycu here today sold your hogs for 3 cents, and corn
for 15 cents, and whest for two bits., lNaybe some of you remember when
it vag =ore eccnomical te burn corn for heating your houses here in the
Midwest than to try to sell it and buy coal.

Maybe you remembsr vhen Just one farm house in ten had electriecity
== snd only becsuse it nappened to e near to & city.

Maybe you remember when cloze o half the farms of the country
ware being cperatad by tensnte.

Maybe you remember the fertile (reat "lains becoming & glgentic
Dust DBowl, snd the mess migrations from the drought sreas that wvere

underway,

Twenty years ago -- that's all it wss,



But meybe you don't remenber what I'nm going to say now, Maybe you
dor:"t remember that from 1929 to 1932 corn production increassed 15 percent
~ while corn prices fell €0 percent,

Maybe you dorn't resember that wheat production decreased just a
iittle — about 8 percent - but hheet prices went down £3 percent —
down, 1t has been estimated, tc the lowest level in 300 years,

And I'm pretty sure you don't remsember what hajpend in industry.

In ateel, for eszsmple, whers prices went down one percent, but producticn
vas ocut 85 percents Or in cultivators - prices down 3 percent, but
production down 90 percent. OUr in iron ore -~ prices up one percent,
tut production down 93 percent.

If the lesasons of 1932, backed up by the lesscns of World Var II,
prove anything, they rrove that agriculture is entitlied to &n adejuste
end reslistic and effective systen of yrice support - a more effective
gystem of price support than we now have.

We are operating under the Agricultural Act of 1949, Many features
of the Act of 1949 are excellent, DBut thers is one respect in which, to
my admittedly limited knowledge of egriculture, the Act 1a Lased on
e fundsmental misconception. It iz based on the mistaken notion that
low prices for farm products will sutomstically be followed by low
production, Anybody who knows the agriecultursl histery of this country

over the past 25 years knows how ridiculous such s notion 18,



YYOO

When ware farm prices at their all-time low in this country? You

know the answer: 1932,

And vhen were hervested scrss st their ali-time high? The very save
yeer: 1932,

There is no other 3J-yesr period in cur history before or since
vher farmers harvested 28 many scres & in the three years, 1930,

31 =nd '32,

The sliding seale theory of the pgriculturel Acts of 1942 snd
1949 would lower price supports at the very tine vhen supplies are
larpszt and farmers need support most. Ind support would be highest
vher supplies sre short and farmers need support lesst,

That's sbout like giving @ fellow = pair of suspenders when he's
cot a halt and taking his suspenders asy when he doesn't huve & belt.

It%s true that the law technicully doean't pin down the Seeretary
of Agriculture to necepting the sliding sesle, He can jmore it -
ot his owm risk,

8o long as & zood Democrat 1tke Chrerlie Brannan who believes in ef-
factive price support is Jecretary of Agriculture, the fara people of
this country, end the consumer nlso, will get falr treatamt o the
1imit sllowed by the law, But wa oan't tLske a chance in always having
o man like Charlie Brannen as Secretary of Agriecullura, That'sz why ve
need to knock cut the zliding sosle permanently so the sliding seale
will never ades chance %o knoek out the sconomic security of American

sgrioulture, snd thet's vhy the 8ind Congress this year voted to suspend
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the slidins sesle for tha 1953 »nd 1985/ coop years end continue
supports at %0 rercent of parity,

I know that you people are deeply interested in conservation and in
the Arrieultursl Conservetion Progren ve have had since 1936, Let me
szy thist I'm for comservation, and I'm deeply impressed with the
progress we've made, The soil 4s = vhole lot like the human body. An
sthlete who hes to put great stress on iz dody goes into trelining,

He ssts a specis) dlet, full of mutriticus amd body-bullding foods. But
row that we are bleedins the soil to geot the diggest production welve
ever hod in a1l our hisztory, some peorle want to cut dowm on conservation
progroms.

tThey just don't realize that the agriculture of this country is part
of sur defenase esteblishment ond thet 14': just as vital to defanse as
the nllitary forees or defense inddatry,

T4 would be no more 8illy te cut dowm on the armed forees, or on
our production of planes in this emergency than 1t would de to cut down
on the edility of ~ur lond to carry the burden of produetion that is the
underlying bssis upon which all of our defence effort, nust ultimetely
rest.

But what concerns me just as much ns these sttacke on conservation
48 the fact that these oritics who want to curtsil ACF also went to wipe
out the demccratic farmer-slected committes cryatem,

That?s & ¥ind of thinking that I'd never be able to understend if

T lived to be 900 years old,



CQPY

This demperncy in sgriculture that hus been developed through the
farmer committeoe 15 the finest practicel demcustretion of economiec
democracy thet this country has ever developed.

It places not only edainistrition, ™t in & very reslistic way,
poliey-meking, in the hunds of thes people themselves, Ho other branech
of Goverrment pleces s& much faith in the people es does the Department
of Asrienlture in its operstions under the farmer committees,

“hom do ve depend on te spark plug the production goals drives,
the fsym serss emnpalgns and a wviole hoat of other sctivities on the
farm front? The fermer committeener,

Whonm do we lean on to administer the price support progr.ms? The
{urmer cormittesmen,

To vhon do we glve responsibility for the locel operstions of the
ACP? The larmer comultteenen -- elected by thelr neighbors,

Through (arser-slectsd conmitteenen, fim people heve a iirsct
pipeiine Lo the seat of Qoverrment in “reshington, snd suggestions, criticsus,
and aoproval of prospective programs snd policies are continually
flowing back and forth,

I rope po will light %o preserve the committes syeten, snd I

think you kmow en which side 1'11 be found in that bettle,

Sometimes when people discuss Tarm pregrems, they telk amd think
only in terng of dollars -~ dollers in profits, and dollere in cost.
There's more %o 1% “han dollars, There's a humen aide, There are
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profits in humen values that must be considered, and there sre human
coste invelved in failling to have an adequate nationel farm program,

Agriculture is not merely a commercial venture, At least in part
it is also n public service, and farmers can rightfully %ske pride und
satisfaction in their contribution to the hemlth and well-belng of the
rest of the Nation,

The real dirt farmer underatsnds that pride, but I doubt if the
corporstion farmer or abssntee form owner —- sitting in a city office
and directing an lndustri:liszed type of farm unit -- cen ever fully
understand it exeept in meterial terms. It takes a farmer with his
. feet. firmly plented in his own soil who hns planted erops by 4is own
hends, watched them grov into maturity, ani then harvested them himself
to sonreciate that inner satisfaction.

But how long can the farmer maints«in his pride in producing abund-
fintly for otherz if he fails to get enocugh fta return to provide for his
fanily the nmni.iuu for a decent stendard of living?

Azriculture contritutes even more than ordinsry food snd fiber to
the Nation. It contributes moral food and fiber, too, PRursl compunities
arve still the seed bed of soeciety. They help preserve individusl oppore
turity In our free enterprise system. We look to prosverous rural
commnities, mainly corposed of economically strong families farming
in the traditionsl American pattern of femily-sized farms, as one of
the best bulwarks of democracy.
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Are we adejuately maintaining those standards of rural life -
the rural home, ‘he rurdl schools, the rural church? Are we
protecting ax preserving the family famm that is the heart of our
rural community? Are we offering the ecomomic opportunities so
necessery to mainteining o strong rural dmerics es the backbore of
cur democracy?

We cennot ignore these humen velues in egricugjiure, Ve
cznnot {ymore them in -lemning national farm progrims. And we
cannot escape measuring prosossls for farm legislation by cur
stendards of human values, as well as by dollar values,

We are all sware that for many years there has been 2 steady
ircrease in the number of large-scale, industrialised types of
farming units, meny of them sbsentee snd corporate-owned, The
1945 ferm census emphasizes this trend. Nearly one-fourth of
sll the ferm products marketed in this country, in terms of value,
were sold from fewer then two percent of all the farms. That is
wmore than was sold in totdl by two-thirds of all ow farms, in-
cluding half of our family farms,

Yot we know it is the smeller, fasmily-sized farm, not the
blg, industrialized, absentse-owned farming enterprise, that is
the very backbone of cur rural commiity, It is the family-sized
farm that supports our rural businesses, our rursl banks, our rural
newspapers; it is the family-sized farm that supports cur rural
schools and churches, and maintains the ideals of the rural wey of

life.
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If ve are to have stalde and prospercus rurel comsunities with
good sohools, churches, heelth, snd other facilities, it is plsn
that many farm people need gre=ter scomomic security and oppor-
tunity,

Don't misunderstend me. I'm proud of all the progress we've
medes I'm proud of the story of conservation of the past two
decades,

I'm proud thet four farms out of five are now in soil conser-
vation districts. I'm proud that the use of lime under the ACP
program has increased to six times what 1t was in 1936 and that the
use of phosphate has incresrsed to more than 20 times wvhat it was
in 1936,

I'a proud of the story of rural electrification. Seventeen
yeoars ago when REA ves started only sbout one farm in ten had high
line service, Todey only about one farm in tem is without it, I's
proud of the fact thatdlﬂttepcmhutmodnnynfmfm

a rursl sweatshop to a fanily home.
I's proud of the eredit 8tory -~ how millions of farms hsve

been helped towsrd greater security, more efficient operstion and
farm ownershir. I said e while back that in 1932 close to cne=hal{
of the farms of the country were operated by tenants or cropers.
Today close to three-fourths of the farms are operated by the

femilies that own them.
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I'm proud of the story of research — which has helped in-
eresse farm output per mn—ho:u- nearly 75 percent about the level
of 20 years ago. I'm proud of the new thinge we're doing in ag-
rieulture - the new tvpe hogs and the nev mehtods of feeding
cattle snd poultry.

I'm proud of the production story —~- an increrse ir famm
production of almoat 50 pereent above the level of 1932 -- and the
better diets greater production hes made possible,

I'm proud of the democreey of our agriculture, of the way
form programs are administered in all the counties and communities
by farmers themselves, who are elected to do the job by farmers
themselves,

ind P'm proud of the wise leadershp and legislative sction
that underiie all of the existing farm programs and which have
nnde all these progrims ofTective,

In the 1iyht of the eritical world situation that now exists,
we ought o be extremely proud thst sgriculture is one of ocur major
bulvarks of strength.

Our friends sabroad are not &8s powerful az they once vers -
Creat Britein 2nd Prance, for sxample —— and the Atlantie and Pacific
Ocesns sre no longer the unbridgable moats of & genmeration or two ago.

But nonetheless ve have some tovering citadels of strength,
the like of vhieh no other people on earth can bonst,

We have the free expression of religious belisafs ~- and the

strength of spirit that religion confers.
¥e have a preat public and private system of aducation -- and
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the strength of intellect that educations opportunity fosters.

We Lave the family form where a men i{s mester of his own domein
-- and the economic strength that femily farm living develops.

Ve must defend these bulwarks of the Americsn WBY -= not by
plous platitudes byt by determined deeds,

I salute the Depsrtment of Agriculturs end all those organi-
zations and individuals who coopersted in the Fanily Farm Poliecy
Review of last year, Though the critics threw up their custonary
roadblocks end obstructions, the value of the widespread discussion
carried on in the roview is becoming ever more apparent,

We have the finest agricultural progrsms in this coutry
that the mind of man ever devised — yet we still have preblems to
solve. We have the problem of the underesmployed ferm fauily, Ve
must find vays to allow much femiliss to muke their full contribution
to imerican security end prosperity.

Ve have the migratory laber prodlem, and I sey thet this Prob-
lem ia cne of the great scandals of our national bistory. We must
bs setive and determined in our efforts to resch s solution,

¥e have other problems that I have mentioned, DBut withel let
us never forget that we have a pattern of sgrieutlure end of land
ownership in this country that wost of the other nations of the
world would give a great desl to posses.

Ve are going to continue to make progress snd to move sheed in
agriculture, But whence shall thet progress arise?
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On thing we &1l know, It will not come from the Republican
parff. Oh, yes, there are & few Regublicens, scettered here and
there, who vole with us on most of the farm legislestion, But the
agricultursl record of the Republicen Party as 2 whole 18 bad clear
through,

It 18 & record of neglect that goes back 30 yen's, back to the
time in sarly 1922 vhen President Herding tol€ farmers, desperate
from & long peried of felling prices, thet they hed to help them-

selves,
Throughout the yoears, frem that tine until the Nation Surned

to F.D,R,, the Rerublicens kept bloekingFretoiny the MeNary-Hsugen
Pills snd the blils for public opsrastion of the Muscle Shoals plant
for pover develo:ment and conservation,

Let me glve you s gulck sumasry of the Fejublicen record in
the House of Repressntatives on Tarm legislation for the paast 20
yearse

Eouse Republicans voted nearly 2 to 1 ageinst the eriginal AAA
of 1933, and *hat seme yesr they voted nesrly 8 to 1 sgainst the
Tennessee Velley Authority.

They voted 3 to 1 sgeinet the Soil Conservation snd Domestiec

Allotment Act of 1936,

They voted 5 t0 1 agninst the Apricultvral Ad'ustment Act of
1938,

They voted 7 to 1 against parity payments in 1939.

Ther wvoted 16 to 1 to kill erop insurance in 1943, and 3 to 1
ppsinst expanding rural electric power facilities ,
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They voted © to 1 to kill the ferm ownership program im 1947,
and’ that seme ysar they voted to kill the agricultursl conservation
progra,

They voted to eripple the grain storage progrem in 1948, and
they sucomded untll s Democratic Congress wiped cut their action in
1949,

A n’vrlty of them voted aguinat the rursl telephione program
in 1949, and they colled it "soclalistic® and = "threst fo free
enterprise.”

And only last yeer, they voted 9 to 1 agrinst expanding the
rural alectrificetion program in areas that are budly in need of
alectric power,

Our continued progress will come f'rom the people —- under the
enlightened leadership of & Party that belioves in doing the will
of the people, The Democratie Party will contirue in the great
tredition of the past 20 yesrs,

Vhere shall our programs - and our progrem improvemenis =
come from? Not simply from the Benate and House of Representatives.
¥e want to help draw uwp good programs, beccuse thatls why you've
sent ue to Washington., But you don't went ue to Lmpose & fam
pﬁgmuponmfréashon. And I for one refuse to do it.

Erdo we vent fam progroms to come simply {rom the Department
of Agrieulture, or from the Secretary, even vhen he's such &« men as

Cheriie Brannen,
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There!s only one proper ultimate source for the programs and
program improvements of the futurs, PFarm progruns muat come from
the people,

Thet's vhi I say I 1sd 40 be here, Here's whers fam poliey
is made,

That's vhy I say "here's looking st you."
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