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Two men im the hlstory of the Democratle Party tower

over all the others: Jafferson, the philosogher-statesman,
and Jackson, the people's Presidemt. Together they gave the
party its unique character as the instrusent of all the
Merican people. Jefferson, in frasing the Declaratlon of
Independence, wus the flrst to repluce property with the
pursuit of happimess ln the cluseic trinity of huuan rights.
Qur Party has been true to thls tredition -- neve: have we
put property rights ahead of human righte.
Juckson brought the lively spirit of the West to Washington

and fought the bankers and other vested imterests of kis duy.

Both were viclously attacked. Americam politics sarly
established the traditlon thet stetesmen sare without honor
in their own time. Since Llelr day, villfication and saluany
have bsen the siock im “rade of those who would delude the
people and deprive them of their rights.

Biddle,

for instance, Nicholus BuXXmx, a noted Frhiladslphla
banker, said of the Jackson Adailnislr.ilon:

"For the last faw years the Executive power of the
Cove rnment has besn wielded Yy « uere gang of banditte.
I know these people perfectly... and in ny dellberate judguent,
there is not on the face of the earth a more profligute crew....

It cannot be thst our free nustlon can long endure the valger
dominion of ignorance and prefligacy.”
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Attacks on Jefferson:

Accused of being "an athiest, a maunoth infidel,"
& drunkerd, so amarchist, and a libsrtine. (ladepeadeut

Chronicle, March 13, 1803.)

Fisher Ames wrote of his "irrellglon, wild philozophy
and gimerackery in politigs."

Timotky Fickering wrote:

"I au disgusted with the men who now rule and with thelr
measures. Al soue manifestatlons of thelr malignency, I am
shocked. The coweidly wretch at their head, while, like a
Farisien revolutionsry monater prating about husenity, would
feel an infernal pleasure in the utter destruction of his
opponents. We have too long witneszed his general turpitude,
his eruel removals of faithful officers, and the subztitution
of corruption and looseness for integrity and wvorth."
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We know today thet such expletives are the price of
progressivism. Dewocrac; is no creed for do-nothlngs and
stand-patters or for those whe want to live guietly, untroubled
by lssues or evils. Democrscy is a creed for those that
know such an existence is & delusion; that there sre always
new issues % be faced; and that we nmust keep striviag for

& better soclety.

Look at how far we have come in the last 150 years.
We heve added to the freedoms of speech and religlon, for
which cur fathers fought, the freedoms from wunt and fear.
*e have dlscovered that ths governuent, by positive actiopa
can expand the freedouws &nd opportunities of its citizens.
Everyone can now .look. forvard to & good education. Gimllarly
he should be able %o look forward to a productive job,
to & long and heslthy life, and to an old-age [ree from
poverty and the almshouse., The welfare state, despite the

epithets hurled at 1%, can provide these assurances.

The New Dezl and Feir Deal blazed the trail ia sociel
security and social welfare. Frome the lepbblicans came
no initistive -- only dire predicibons ol the lapendin
downfall of the lepublic. HNow that we have proven tweir O wr
success, they follow in our footsteps —— tweniy yesars behind

and with thelr faces firmly set on the past!



They follow agg::z;tggzzéz [Etabl:fiji7parts of our

program not because of any sudden coucern for ihe wellurs

of the people but because of certain iacontroveriible facts:

1. In sptie of the burden of war and reconstruction
we are turning out 80 percent mnore goods &nd services then

in 1939.

2. 1la spite of high prices aad highe: taxes, annual

income per person, in real terms, bas locreased Ly 40 perceat.

3. In spite of a shortage of farm labor, faru productivity
has ineresse by 25 percent and farw income by 50 percent since

1935.

L. 1n spite of high corportate taxes, profits alter
taxes anc allowing for price increases, are wore thau twice

as high as tiey were in 1939.

We cannot be satisf{ied or complacent about this record.

But we can be proud of it.
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OQur econcaic prosperity is mxexomixzkimdxofx conducive
1o another kind of freedom: freedom of opportunity and
free enterprise. Only when conditions are healthy can small
buslnesses thrive; and small business is the lifeblood of

our free entsrprise system.

Not only have our freedoms been increased, but our

rights are more real.
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Another murk.ef our programe’ is thé’ increcsing number

of people who are participating im government. Long ezo
property restrictions were removed from the right to vote.
Women's suffrage was granted im 1920. Increasingly, though

slowly, restrictions on minority groups sre bein; lifted.

Congressional mail, while not & direct dete:ninant of
policy, is a reflection of public interest, and it has mocunted
incredibly over the last ten yesrs. If a Congressasn doee
not know how his constituents feel on importent issues these
days, it is not because they don't tell him. Moresgver, as
recent primary rssults hawe indlcated, there is a growing

independence in political thinking.

¥hit has been the secret of our progress? The anawer is
slzple. We have never Leea content to stand still, never
satisfied that we could not do better. We have not listened
to the timid souls who cried "thus far, and no ferther.®
We have thwarted ikmxm the reactlonaries who think that the
hends of a clock can only move beckward. We heve overcome
tewporaly setbacks, never losing sight of our goals. We
have even managed to carry along the dead weight of people
who were entirely wrapped up in personal affairs and indifferent

to the future of the country, thou h this has been the biggest



We can and will ;ontj. z out[progrnY I am sure of that.

Nevertheldss, we are threatened by the greatest danger

in our history: comminism. put awareness ol this threut
should not cause alarm. The facts indicate that it is belng
met.

[n France and Ltaly, postwar reliei irustrated the hopes
of the Co-unists by providing food «na basic necesseties.
Personal giving on & large scale proved that Aserica's hearts

were still warm.

The Trumen Doctrine problaimed our responsiblility teo
protect free peoples everywhere and military aid to Jreece

and Turkey kept two more countries irow being gobbled up.

The Marshall Plan brought new hope to the Lupoverished

peoples of Europe, pointing the way to -economic streagth.

The North Atlantie Tresty Organization is planaing for
the coumon defense snd strengbhening the uaity of the free

vorld.

The United Nations is actively sappoxtimgxx fighting
aggression in Korea. Uncer iis ausplces, lsrael hus becone
an independent state and a general middle eustern war has
been avoided. It is making iamportant, though unspectacular

progress through UNESCO, World Heelth Organisation and
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Bxcept for China, Communism hes not mude a single
major advance since the Iron Curtain fell. The free world

is stezdily growing stronger.

Now, &s never bafore, the world is rips for
dengcracy. Asia, Africa, and the H{iddle East have
stirred and are throwliaz off the resztralnts of despotisa
and the shacklas of outword creeds. Thelr paoples too
are demanding the unalienable rights of man: 1ife, liberty,

and the pureunit of happinecs.

Mindful of our heritage, we should rejoice at their
awakenin; and spers no opportunity to welcome them into the
fanily of democrstic nations. They need our help: political,
economic, and tachnical and we should not hesitate to glve

them the benefits of our experience znd advice.

FPoint 4, the "bold new progran" «f Presgident Trumaa is
& first step in our welcome and one im keeping with our

best traditions. Tt merits our vholehearted support. Never
before hae such a modest program had such telling resultes.
One man, Horace Holmes, has showed thousands of Indiuns how
to increare their agriculturez] production and givén them
for the first time both adecuacy for the present and hope for
the future. His story ie being repested throughout the less
fortunate areas of the world. Who can hesr it without &

thrill of pride?
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In these couatiries our suesy l: rot so wuek
Jomsunisim &8 it is the status quo. The bltter {rult of
Covladaisn 48 already notorious and will not be uccepted
axcept as &« lust resort. 7Ihe status quo -~ poverty, laosult,
and eaploitation -~ is the breeding ground for revolution
and violsnce which tne umscrupulous plotters of the Krealin

could turn to thelr own uss.

We cunnot aflord to be deluded into taclt or open
support of reactionary regimes in the neme of "security,"
"anti-communism,” or "milltary necesslity." To do so ic
to build not on the rock of freedom bﬁt on the quicksand
of unrest and bitterness. We cannotl stand athwart the
path of progress. Democracy cennot be secured by presaching,
it must be practiced; we cannot lead Ly coerclom, butl by

exauple.

The uenuce to desocracy ab howe Ls far nore insidious
than the wmenace sbroad. lFesr of the people is the basic
element in th.s attack. This fear strikes st the ve:y root
of all that we hold deesr. Yel the whole course of Americem
history 1s & denisl of this fear. Jelferson's fwsous proclamations;
Jackson's aduioisir:tion; the New Eagland town meeting and
the [rontier cooporation in danger and law eaforcement are
2ikxzansxxie a t_riml part of our tradition. Fear of the
people has never been justified in &merica; it has been

used only xxx as 8 cloak for the privileged to malntain
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Today, even as ws affirm and s;&géilze the sovereigaty
of the people, we find ominous trends. Iliestrictions on
freedon of thought wnd action ure increasing. The aoral
peralysis of prejudice stabboraly retains its bold. (we
may well ask surselvez wrat Jefferson, who wrote “uli men
are created egual" and who looked lorwurd to the day when,
as he pul 1t, the laws would restrein eny san wko would
"commit aggression on the equal rights of amother.® would

sey of this.)

Hov long cen we remain at the helam of the {rese world when we
embracs such tyrennlcsl snd stifling precepts & gullt by
associuation and wher the committees and wembers of Congress
slander, lie, or irresponsibly accuse innocent wen who have
neither werning nor recourse? (Aad who, lncreasingly, are
presumed guilty until they have proved their lnnocence.)
This hyasterical agprouach to the problem of communism endangers
our values and our free lnstutitlons. Wwhat would be said
today of a man who declersd that:

"If thsre bs any among us who would wilsh to diasolve
this Union or to change its republican forw, let theam stand
undisturbed as wonuments of saflely with which error of
opinion may be tolerated yhsre reason is left free to combat it."

(Jefferson, First Inaugursl address)



Jefferson wua@rbrE’ ‘.‘eY rely on reason,

not repression, to blunt the weapons of communism. -- Eut

I vant to add right here that I remew Jefferzon's eppeal

because I fzel sc profoundly about combatting communlisas, not
because I am blind to its menace. But licCarthylsa, McCarranisa,
and MacArthurism only create disunity and mistrust. They

get people so confused that they spy on thelr next-door
qaighbors or worry about thelr grocers while the real

conmuniste make capital of the situation by ruaning do'm

our democracy.

Ite a good ides to remember this, toc. Long before the
present hue and cry started, President Truman's loyalty program
was weeding out commsunliste in the govermment. Long before
it sterted, the FBI wug planting egente lo coumunist cells.
Long before 1t started, liberal organizations were fighting |
and eliminating the communists. Long belore it wtarted, the
Justice Depertment was prepsring the case that lLad coumunist
leaders sent to jail.

Lets also remember thut communism haan't a chance to
gain a tochold in a prosperous economy. Conmunisi was never

at a lower ebb in this country.
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Fer more serious dowestlcally then the danger of
coumunisn is the cancer of prejudice. We have pusgylooted
on this for too lomg. The Democratic Party, the party of
the pecple, should take a4 forthrignt stand in ¥XEXzaxx
favor of an extensive progrum Lo smezkE scotch this evil
as {ar so it iz legislatively possible. We huve already
comnitted ouvselves to the program; we need Lo couple it
with a fire conusitwent to chenge ikhe Senzte rules &o that

enactaent of the prograw will be possible.

i repeat, we wust insiet on this. ¥e caunot renegs
or retreat in the so-celled interest of "harmony." We
ere promoting the bpotherhood L aao harawomy of mankind; not
the brotherhood of a declining wing of the party. To my
friends who urge tils,hmxmemx, I say if this iz the harmony
you desire, the Democretic rarty should prejpare itssli for
a long period of harmony carefully protected by being out

of power and in & dwindling political mimority.

helorm of the Senate rules is necesssry for wore than
the sake of clivil rightes alone. No one who has served in
that body can fail to be distressed at the haphasard sud phecemeal
way it deals with legislation. VWe canuot afforé to drone on
for months on extrszneous and unimportant matters, knowing only
from day to day what the legislative program will be. Unfortunately,
we still approximate Jefferson's cdescription of ths Continental

am svs oo s
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Democzacy muct go on the ‘offensives” We must CArTYy
forward the principles of Jefferson and Jackson end apply

them in our time.
What 1s needed:

1. An accessible aad open governmeat, responsive to the
will of the people. Underground loblyists and behind the
scenes influence or pressure should have no place in its
operations. We need mo "third house of Congreas" or
five-percenters. Ffublic business should be conducted in
pubiic pleges, under the publlc eye.

2. Better slection practices. The assironomical
sumg now being spent on electione make It impossible to
campalgn without money. Elections are not being won, they
are being bought. At least $10 million wus spent to elect
the 82nd Congress. We need o use our Xxsxmmymxx co:nunications
facilities -- radio, newspapers, television -- to bring thezm
F¥BE issues before the public without these tremendous

expenditurss.
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resolute punlshaent of bribers and grafters; protection

. Froapt and

agalnst raw deals; elimination of "influence." Party

candidates, on all levels, shuuld be above suspiclcnm.

4. Lreate: participation ia public affeirs. The
do-nothin, s are the grumblers. Voting in general elections
in this country 1c the lowest in any of the democ}acles.
"Bad politicians are elected by gcod citizems -- who don't
vote.” We have & purty responsibility to get out the
vote, and to get more people imtercsted in party activities,

the lifeblood of politics and government.

5. Enhanced freedom of thought and expression. Ve
need to extend the protections of the bill of rights
vietims of the character assassins. We must defly the
thought comtrollers Yy resolutely aad fenrlessly sxpressing

our=elves.

€. Lhebirth of the spirit of local imitiative. Thia
is & natural consequence of fresedom of thougit aad participation
in public affairs. It should be complemented by aa orieatation
ia the Federal Govermaent to have things handled on ths local

level. Agricultursl exteasiou prograus aad TVA are good examples.
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7. Egual rights for all; {olsrauce aad resgect for

minorities.

8. 40 sxpending econowy with equal opportunilty and

basic securlity for all -- the "wellfare stule."

We can be coanfident of the future becsuse we all
share these ideals. The {orvard uurch of democracy hay
be stayed teuporarily, but it cennot be halted. Ao we

move ahead, Uhree ¢ssentials reuain paraacual:
1. Buman dignity and sell-rsspect.

2. Euphasis on the things that unite rathar than

those that divide.

5. Conetant progress despite constant opposition.



Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyrightin this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org



