
ADDRESS OF SENATOR HUBERT H. HUNPHREY BEFORE SEVENl'H 

BmNNIAL CONVENTION OF TEXTILE WORKERS UNION OF AMERICA, 

CIO, April 29, 1952. 

(Senator Humphrey was greeted by ap:,:.:a . ·: , 

Thank you, thank you very much. 

My friends. Emil 'Rieve, Officers of the 

Textile Workers Union of America, Guests or this great a; id 

wonderful convention and the dues-paying delegates to 

this convention ... (cheers and appla . ~se) 

When I was offered t he i nvitation. or 

forwarded the opportunity to come ahd address you on this 

occasion, I asked Mr • Rieve •- I said, "vlell, just what 

day can you use me?" 

He said, 11Well. it *s going to be a ve r-:· ', q • . 
.) ..... ~ 

·convention, Senator, we will try to squeeze you in f or f ive 

or ten minutes on Tuesday morning." 

I said, '~r. Rieve, you are losing your 

sense or ~ood judgment, there is no Senator in the wo~ld 

that has ever been aqu~ezed into five or ten minutes.rf 

LJ,&ughter) 

I just want all you delegates out he r o 

lean back and relax, because you are in for what I ca · _ 

a Senatorial treat now. {Laughter) You are on doubie 

time, this is premium paid (laughter). There is a shift 

differential here (laughter). There is 1neent:i ve .. ~ n .. ~ . 

This all just comes free. 

I am just one of the dele ~a~e s myse:~ , one 

or the workers in the vineyard of democracy, so we'll take 

orr now and have a few unkind words about SQme of the 

bosses that are trying to boss us around in t his country 

and see whether we can make {cheering) 



I am sure that by now every delegate to 

this convention, if not every delegate., a ••d 1..ost o. 

have received a copy of a report that has been recent :~~ 

published by the Senate Subcomm1 ttee on Labor a nd ~,a:.:..-· 

Management Relations. 

It has been my good for•tune and priVilege 

to be the chairman of that subcommittee. For over a 

year and a half, the seven members of that subcommittee 

have been studying the impact, the effect and the opera­

tions of the Taft-Hartley Law t br uughout the United 

States as it affects trade union organizat ~ons. 

(Continued en page 3.) 



There have been many statemcr.t ~ n:cd~ 't~ 

the Tart-Hartley Act. There have been all kinds of 

slogans and all kinds of epitaphs that iJ.ave been t.<s ·-- d 

to describe it. 

For want of a better word and a better 

slogan, when that law went on the books -- end it w ~ ll 

be five years ago this August -- t he leaders or 

organized labor b~anded it a slave labor act. 

those that said that was too extreme, and i B.ln sm•e some 

or us felt that possibly a better phrase could have been 

found, but I want to report t o thi s convent ~ on, and you 

yourself can double check i t, be cause there 1s a r eport 

in your hands, that 1a not ·the result or prejudice, it is 

not the result or just a hit and miss survey, it isn't 

the result ot just SOllleOT.le sitting dcwn and writtng a 

paper or an articleJ it is a result of on tee spot 

hard work campaign and investigation. 

I want to report t hat the Taft-Hartley 

Act is everything that its wo:rst cr~. tics evc:r said about 

it in so far as it a~pliea to the unions. 

(Cheering, applause ) 

You know, same or the folks 1n lab~ 

have even let themselvea gloss over this unfortunate 

and inequitable piece ot legislation. 

For the lalt two a:r th:ree years some or 

us have been eo busy defending ourselves aga~.net the 

ruthless and visoioue attacks or those who would destroy 

l~~~al democracy that the word "Taft-F~rtley" r~s hardly 

been used as a term or a phraoe that symbolizes political 

d1~ferences or opinion. 

The time is at hand to again re­

evaluate these political issues and the time is at •..:...~ ...... 
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to cheek into this legislation and to see what we c&n 

do about it. 

I am not one in the Congress or tr~ en:t: d 

States that thinks that all you have got to do is to 

put a couple or little amendments on the Taft-Hartley 

Aet to make it good. 

I do not think that will ~ke a bad 

piece ot legislation good. I am one that believes that 

the way to e~reet bad labor law, that the way Jou 

co~eet improper and bad le~tslation any place, is to 

do two things: First, you repeal that which is bad and 

secondly, you write aomethin$ trat is good. 

(Cheers and appla~e) 

(Continued on p~ge 5) 
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Let me say to those that may fe€'1 tl:u t tl.r: ... : 

&'Qbroad. statement, that it is not one that has b er-•. L-tt-tr ... 

,· . . 
without full consideration of its meaning. 

the chairman of this Labor-Management Subcommittee, I .<:now 

something about the Taft-Ha~tley Act. I thin!! I kno-:•J hC'W .l. ts 

wicked provisions operate upon the free trade union movement 

ot this land, and I submit that those even l'1ho \'Jer e t~.e 

fathers ot the Act -· and I now ete.nd on hallo"t<·ed grotmd.Y be-

cause this Act, if not actually born in this state, at least 

some of its ideas were conceived by a son of., this state, and 

that son of this great State of Ohio, that gentleman who is 

the father of this Act, he, himself, found that it needed 28 

amendments even to mal!e it agreeable to his tast? , which 

certainly is not mine. 

(Applause and cheers.) 

If you can find 28 sec ti,.,ns of one e. ·~ t that &rP 

so bad that the godfather ot it fef\ls that they ought to bEf\ 

repealed 1n the name of human decency, I th1nlt those of us ~:ho 

have had a much more objective and critical eye have every 

right and every reason to fran~ly state that the Labor-

Management Relations Act of 1947 needs to be completely 

rewritten, that an entirely new body of labor law that meets 

the needs ot modern American industry and American labor 

· needs to be placed upon the statute books. 

will start to understand . that, it enough worleers '\1':.11 start 

to get busy on that premise, you can get exactly whGt I tsve 

said you can have, you can hav~ tair, just and honorable 

legislation passed by the Congress of the United States. 

(Cheers and a~plause) 

Tatt-Hartley1sm was fed to the American people . 

It was passed by Congress, you know, as a law to f~ee th~ 

American wor~ers fr~ the domination ot their union bosPes. 

But 1sn 1t 1t ama~1ng that arter five years of the Act, or 
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the impact of this Act, the American workers still are 

supporting their slleged union bosses, ·~hs. t t.l. t-' Jl.rr.t' ~ ~ r · P ·• 

labor movement still has pretty much the same kind of 

vigorous, vital leadership it had when the Act went on tt.~ 

boo!!, and that the American workers themselves, in el ~~ c ticn 

after election throughout this land have asked the G ov~rnment 

of the United States for the privileges of a union shop , 

that they have supported their union leadership ar.d t b.a t the 

workers of this country have yet to ever state publicly or 

privately that they fell that they need to be freed ~rom the 

so-called domination of their union leaders or union bosses? 

I would suggest that those who have such soliei t udr 

tor American working people seek the advice of Areerican wor~ers 

before they write labor legislation. The p l ace to eo i s t o 

the people who underetand what the law will do, r.ot to go to 

those who want a law on the book to give them addit~ona l 

strength and additional power by ~hich they can check, by 

which they can retard, by which they can cripple and, in some 

instances, by which they can destroy the efforts of uni ons to 

gro and live. 

The story of the textile workers of Amer i ca in 

the South, in the plants where we investisated, is the sad 

story of free American wor~ers attempting to volun! s : lly 

organize for their betterment only to find out that i hP l aw 

of the land, the law passed by the Congress of thf' lr!.t- r.J. ca n 

people, was a club and a weapon that W&$ used to destroy th~ 

efforts of American citi~ens to better their living standards, 

(Applause and cheeri~g.) 
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Lest anyone think that we spea~ without t ht 

f'e.cts, let me ask those who are so pl'one to sharply- cr.i.tJ. C J.. ~·-· 

the trends of' labor to retrace our steps in this i~v~s ~l_a-

tion. Let them go to Fall River, Massachusetts, and se~ 

what happened; to Anderson, South Carolina; to C cQ. .::n: t ~h:, 

Georgia. .U:,t them go even to Lowel, rvta.ssa.chusetts. Let 

them go to Mo~ri~town, Tennessee. Let them go to Roine , 

G~ol'gia. Let them go to city e.f'ter city where we investiga t ed 

and where we f'ound that a new type of' action, a new club, had 

been developed where the whole community, the police, the 

means of' communication, the citizen groups -- every single 

aspect of' a community -- was mobilized against the ef'f'orts 

of' the citizens of' that community ~ho were worKers and workers 

in the shops, in the factories, to organize for their sel!' ­

protection. 
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I submit that is not equal ~ -:·. ~ ·:::::..oc > :.: 

f$Ubm1t t~t tpe Taft-Hartley Lat<~ is a viola~:on :- :.: .; ,: · a :. 

protection ot the laws, I submit that the r.rai't -I:L ... ~ ::. ~: · 

Law as it Wa.s enacted and it has been enforced :.s a :o.\\ 

which does not give equality of treatment to the Ame::' ~Call 

people and it ought to be repealed -- the soonor t:1e 

better. (Cheers) 

May I say 1 wlth equal candor 1 I inv~:. te the 

proponents, I invite the s upporters of thi s Act, t o 

defend it; I invite them to tell the Aner::.can pec;le how 

it has worked to ue benefit of those \';ho are the \'Jcrkers 

in our shops and factories; I i nvite the gentler.,a :l 

from this very state, the senior Senator of this state, 

who a spirea to be a President -- I invite h:! .. n t 0 exp:.a : n 

to this organization (boos) -- I invi te him to eY.pla!n 

to any organization how the la\v wh:..~h l)e s:.or:sored 1-.o.~ 

worked to the beeetit of the ~:a~. n .. ordinary people of 

this country who have a rieht to er.are :l.n Amer:..can pr-osperi­

ty and in American producti v:ty. (Appla·;se ) 

Now, my friend~, I arn not going to ~ ·-~st 

spend all my t i me with you on Taft-Hartley, becat: se t Lat 

is bqt one issue. It is a major one, but it i s not all. 



I want to ~pend a few moments new w:. til 

delegates here to sort of clear the recc~d . 

Oh., the trickery., the s uttlct:.es cf' 

those who ti,re our enemies and our opponents i n t l:e 

field of social welfare legislation! 

I want to address those remarks t hat 

are about to come to you now to the delegatee,as they 

say, of the Mason-Di xon Line, beca use there t.ave been 

those who have tried to interpret the work cf o .. r sub­

committee as an attack against the South, and, rr:y, how 

they would like to brand the chai t':nan of t Lat Si..:.bcor.1IDit t ee 

as an ememy of the Sout h . 

! am here t o s tate that t here is nQ ;:,a ~~ 

in public life today, at l east I feel that I a~ s ~ncere 

and I have worked as hard as any man i n pnbl.:c l ife 

to be a friend and a true friend to the gr~at r;.as s o:' 

people in the South, and i n t he Wes t,; and :.n t he Ncrth a :1d 

East, regardless of race, col ~:r: J creed or nat ional ;_: ., 

origin -- (cheering and a;-p:ac:se } 

Part of t he sout hern states of thi s nat i on 

are a great and integral part of thi s Republic • To me,. 

it i s a joy to see those great states and thei r pe~~ le 

enjoying the new opportunities which :L n<;iustry br :.ncs ~·: : t...~ 

it. I am happy to see these wonderful states en~cy a nc\v 

prosperity. 

As a member of the Congress, I r~ve 

voted for subsidies,. to be sure, to our fri ends south 

of the Mason-Dixon Li ne. 
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I have supported farm price supports r~~ 

their cotton, for their tobacco, for their r : ce; I ~ .. u.vc 

supported public works programs for their ci t i es, r~r 

their counties and far their states. I have worted. a s u.e 

member of the Congress vigorously tor the imprvvencLt cf 

their education, vocational education, for the ~.mpl''-\';;mcnt 

Of the health through publiC health S3l'Vi ce s • 

Why , we Americans are all one • TlY:·re :;. s 

no room 1n this country tor sect ionalism. There is no 

roam in this country for those who would p! t one 

area of America against another. 

(Applause) 

We are one great united States ~f i~erlca. 

(More a~plallse ) 

We are one uni on. 

(More a;J:rl ausa ) 

And I want to E~e ~Y friends in Georgi a, 

I want to see the farmers cf Ge crg·~a , the workers of 

Georgia, just to use one state , hav~ as many pr:;.vi l ez: s 

as the fartters of Minnesota and the w~rkers of 

Minnesota. 

(Applause) 

I know what unionism and un1onizat!on 

has done tor the workers in my state. I know that w'.tlw~t 

tree trade unions in Minnesota the standard or 1 :v ~ . .LJ.g wculd 

be much lower than it is today, and I know that vi thout 

tree trade unions 1n Minnesota the income Of the people 

would be much worse, and I know that without free trade 

unions and tree collective bargaining that the business 
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community or Minnesota would be less prosperous. 

S.o I want Alabama, South Car•cl~- r..a, ~..,c;~_[' , 

Virginia and North Carolina, Missouri and Cklahon.a, eve"-'~ 

state in the land, to have the privileges of a free 

collective bargaining union, a free trade unionism so 

that the workers in the factories may be paid a fair and 

decent wage and may be the kind of producers and coLsumers 

that builds for American prosperity. 

(Applause) 

But who are these peop~e vho try to set us 

against each other, who are these people who say the 

labor committee is ptcking on this area of the country 

o~ selecting that area for spec ~al attack? 

I will tell you who they arc. I was 

once asked, "what is your definition, Senator ElUllpbre~r, 

or a 01X1ecrat? 11 

Let me give you r:.y definition. A 

Dixiecrat -- and they are l~m::_ t ed :'__.l n'...ll11'!:>Gr t Le y c:.·,; 

sort of prehistoric political n~nstrositiee they are 

really the hangover of a buying age. A Dixiecrat is 

nothing more or less than a reactionary Northern 

representative with a Southern accent, that is all· 

(Applause and cheers) 

There is a universality. Let me t ,:··ll 

you Bourbons are Bourbons no matter where you r -·.l.J t. ;~r:: t· ~ 

Reactionaries are reactionaries no matter wtere ycu 

find them and liberals CU'e liberals wherever you find 

them. 

There is a kindred spirit amcng us ~~d I 

have noticed that those today who stand up and holler 

so loud about their state~ rights are the very people 



who feel that they have the right to own, manage, c ~ntr ~l 

and exploit their states. I have noticed that those '~tv 

cry out so much for states rigJ:lts never say a wore ~. : o·.:t 

states re~ponsib111ties and duties to their people . 

I have noticed that these self-st~led 

states righters are actually disguising their true nature 

vhen they are properly to be classified as the :!.r states­

wrongers, wronging their people, wronging their l~nd , 

their industry, their children and their fem~l~es --

in the name of what? In the name or their political 

power held by a handful of peo~~e. 

I, as an American citizen, do not like 

that. I do not like political machine s in Minnesota or 

1n South Carolina or in New Ycrk or Californ:.a. I do not 

like to see people excluded rrom their rights to vote 

in A~rica or in any part of tL-:: wc:.:·ld. 

(Applause) 

Let me tell you, fr:ends, we have got a 

fight on our hands these days, and a tough one. Th; 

attack has been underway a long time. The attack fr"'u 

that area or America, the American economy and the 

American political structure that Mr. Roosevelt used 

to call the economic royalists. They are a dy:" . .nd; 

breed. They vill not 'te with us too long, but dur ..:. .£ .. ~ 

the period that they are here they can do great d~ge, 

but they die hard and they like buying, fancy political 

funerals. Who are these economic royalists? 

Let me tell you, let me just indicate. 

They are the kind or people, for example, that believe 
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that the oil1 the natural resources or the American 

people, should belong to a handful or oil comparJ.-· ~.-: s Qr:.d 

oil economic barons. The oil off shore. Rather t L~lJ. t ·) 

use the proceeds or the revenues from the product.;.on of 

that oil for the health and the recreation e.nj tt.~ 

education or all of the children of all of the peopl~ 

all over the United States, you know what they want to do? 

They want to take this God-given natural resource and use 

it just tor themselves and their few children and their 

economic enterprise. 

They won that fight in the Congress of 

the United States, but the President of the United S.tates, 

I safely predict, will again protect the publ~c interest 

and the public welfare by vetoing the greatest steal -­

(applause and cheers) -- by vetoi ng the greatest at~~ al, 

the greatest grab in the history of the people of thi s 

generation; a steal that runs :_uto t he billions of 

dollars. 

Who are these economic royalists? We 

have them North, South, East and West. 

( ccntinued on next page) 



Some plaees we just call the: .~ rea ; t ·,.. '· :::- ­

some places we call them Dixiecrats; in :: ome p:;.a cuJ v:e 

call them something else and I can 1 t repeat pub: :' :::.: · 

right here what we call them because of the presence o:' 

the ladies. Who are they? I will tell y·ou who the~- a:o. E. ~ 

so let's not get the story mixed up. 

Let •s not think that what 1s happei1:!.ns 

today is any different than \&7hat has been happen~ ng f or 

a long time. Let's not think tr~t the attack t r£t i s 

coming upon the New Deal and the Fai r Deal 1 l et 1snot 

think that the attack that is coming upon your union, 

let •s not think that the attac:: which has been l eYelao 

against the CIO, year in and year out, is anythi ng new. 

It 1sn•t. It is the same old line from the same o: d 

gang, for the same old purposes, the same old t 1' r.e , t he 

same old lyrics, and t: ~e sa me gene::al philos .:>phy 

and the same general purpose . 

You would t hin_:, ~ :) U know, that i t \':as 0.1:.~· 

about the last two years t hat a n;ybody was oppoEed t o t :1e 

so-called welfare state. You v-;ould think 1 t v-;as only 

within the time of Mr. Tr1.:man, for exampl e, that a n;rbc(­

was opposed to aame of the things that the New Dea l anc 

the Fair Deal have stood for, but let me set the re~crd 

straight. 

Have you forgotten Mr. Roosevel t? 

(Cries of "No.") 

Oh1 no . Have you forgotte n that memorable 

speech, I believe i t "h'& s in t he t44 campaign, at the 

Statler Hotel, that speech bef ore the Internat i onal 

Teamsters, when Mr. Roosevelt said, -- you knO\"J , he \'Jas 

talking about the attacks of those upon him, upon l\;l,s . 

Roosevelt, upon Jimmie Roosevelt, upon Franklin D. 
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Roosevelt, Jr., upon every other one or the Roosevelte -­

and he said, "Mow they're even attacking my little dog 

Falla." (Laughter) 

Well, every word in their desperation, 

they attack the President, they attack the program, tile;; 

.attack the allies of the program and of the President 

and everybody was open to the assault, and I want to 

refresh your memories, my friends, because in these 

days if you believe in liberal democracy, if you believe 

in the government ot the people, by the people and for 

the people, ror all or the people, you better be alive 

to what's going on in American politics and you better 

gird yourselves tor a knock-down, drag-out fight, because 

we are in pay dirt now. We are going to have to make 

up our minds whether this country is going to move 

ahead in the line of social progress, in better standards 

ofli v1ng tor more and more people or whether ~ :..-- z1c': 

we are going to lose all that we gained apd slip back and t 

turn over this great nationa~- heritage of ours to the 

peopled that once before abused it, adul~era~cd ~~ , and 

finally failed it by their misma~gement. 

I know I should have told you earlier that 

when you invite a politician to speak here, he is going 

to talk about pol.it~CS -· r. •• at .1.S my ;.;H .. ;;:_ut:i.>S 1 C.lat iS 

my lot, that 1s my work, and let me say with equal 

candor, I am proud of my vlork, w~.- occ~pation. I am not · 

here to make any apol~gies. (Cheers and applause) 

I am not here to say, "Oh, politicians--" 

this way and that way. I am proud of the fact -- and I 

point now to my people over there in that Minnesota 

delegation. I want to tell them {applausej I want 

to tell those good folks that no greater honor could 

ever befall a rr.an 'hhu -w .... - "" '-'- ... __ .... ~ ._._ ~ ... v .... .,...,. ..... - -· ·------

be selected by his people to represent them in the 
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Congress of the United States, thatis a wonderful and 

great honor. (Cheers and applause) 

I want my friends and neishbors from 

home to know that I didn't go down there to liqt~idate 

the American economy, I didn't go down into Congress 

to sell out my soul in order to be pvp t:.lar \'1::.. th some 

people that I don't think deserve the good name of 

being good people {cheers and applause). 

I didn't go down to ConGress t o rc)ud:a~ s 

my friends in labor • 

. . 
I didn't become a member of the Congress 

to forget the people that have tilled the soil and I 

didn'i go down to Cong4ess to sell out the kids in our 

schools. 

No, I didn't go down there to get a cheap 

ha.dline by saying I am for economy at the expense of the 

American people. I didn't go down 'there to get a head-

line by saying I want a balanced budget before I want a 

balanced diet. I want a balanced diet and I want a 

balanced economy and then you will get a balar.ced econo:ay. 

My friends -- (cheers and applause) 

that is a subtle atmosphere in which we -work in washing-

ton. Tt~t atmosphere in the nation•s capital is one that 

is very folksy, you know. My, how ~ice it ~s to be ' a nice 

fellow, just to conform to the pattern. How wonderful 

it is to be alwaye the kind of a gentlemen at othe!' peop .~ e •:.. 

rules, the way they want you to be a gentleman. 

I want to say right not.z veroy candidly t~t 

my responsibility 1s not to those poeple in the na~ion 1 s 

capital who find that their job is to be the lobbyist 

~ · u 1: .. ·::; '"" . ·( 4 . ~ ... ... -.J.. 
- . ' ..,.-. r • J. 

- ... J - - .• •' .J 
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iS to the people of my state and, finally, to the pc ~ :e 

of the United States and not to the lobbyists and 

the special interests in this country. 

(Applause and che.ers) 

I have heard a lot ofprattling ac c., ~~t 

morality. Let me tell you, it takes tr,m to r.~a :-ce a 

crook. There are all kinds of morality. Surely, it 

is immoral to stick your hand in the till and run off 

with the cash. Surely, it is imn•oral and it is illegal 

to steal the money out of the collecti cn plate. Yes, 

it is immoral and it is illeGal and it surely canr.ot 

be defended and it should be e ::posed ar.d stopped, to 

have any rigging of the income tax, but I ~ould like 

to remind this audience that I have yet t o see a .~~· s-a­

week trade unionist or worker that has been e::posed for 

having corrupted the Bureau of I r.ternal Revem.;.e. (.P.;.p :.a ~:s e 

and cheers) 

But I 1-.~B.va seen a nd I Lave l~eard t:1.d 

testimony of a few sharpies sround this country who seem 

to never be able to cet eno<.:tr;h , who would tecor..e 

millionaires a dozen tizr.es over and then do not t·:ant 

to pay a fair sr..are of their taxes. First they r ::.ght 

a fair tax bill and when they get through with tLat 

they go on in and try to bribe the tax collector. 

I repeat that the recipients of old 

age pensions, grandma dn grandpa 1 the recipients of 

unemployment insurance, the unemployed, the workers 

in our factor1es 1 the fellow who runs the little family­

sized farm, these are not the people who a:r·e co:'r:J.pt::.ng 

American politics. 

':'~ ·= people t.zho are corrupt ·:.nc A·: .:: r ·. : a r 
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politics are the people who first of all tried to COJ."I' '-' Pt 

the law, tj!ied·:.-.to \'.Tite on the statute bool:c a ::.a·:; t:.r t :_E 

unfair and inequitable and then t-:hen they failed ~. n E" Q:Je 

of those attempts they got ahold of some \'lcal~-l:n8e d 

public official who was willing tn sell his soul ~ :..· r a i. ~ :js 

of pottage. 

This I abhor and I think that the ~e~ord of 

eome of us in the Congress indicates oL:r sincer .:. t::r 

or purpose. 

But there is another kind of corruptio 1, 

too. How about the corrupt:!.on, my deal., fr~ encs, back 

in the good old days that some of my opponents don't 

like to think about? 

Let me tell you about another kind of 

corruption. How about the corrupt:.on of 6J per c8 •• t 

of the banks in this country closing the:!.r doors. and 

robbing the people of their savings? That was corl'llpt, 

rotten, immoral. 

How about t!1e CvJ:·r :....ption of the thom:ands 

and thousands of horne mortga5es that were forecl csed 

upon and people were evicted into the streets of this 

land? How about the corruption of the farm mor t _;a:_;c 2 

that were foreclosed upon? How about the corruption 

of 15 million workers walking the streets in search of 

a job? 

How about the corruption of two million 

young boys and girls walking the railroad tracl{S a ud ln 

the pool halls, no place to go, no job, no hope? 

And, my dear friends, those who now 

prattle about morality, how about tne corruption of a 

stock market in 1929 that robbed the American people 

in less than 18 months of 80 millions of dollars of 

tneir savings and of their assets? 
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The same people, some or them, the same 

people, are now talking at:::> ut 1 .~,ra::. :· c~· , 

the same people, the people of sa~e mind. 

How about the cor r upt lon, i f 1 ~t;e :re 

talking to a good farm audi ence, of ni ne-cent oc.t s a .1d 

three-cent hogs? How about the corrupt~on of 1~-ce nt 

eggs, ten cents a dozen? 

How a bout the corrupt ion of chi ld l abor? 

I tell you, my f r iends, that is t h~ k ind of 

corruption that the Governmerjt of t he Un j_ted States needs 

to stop. And that i s exactly what t he l ibera.l program 

or the New Deal and the J.i'a i r Dcul has stor ·ped . 

(Continued on next _tjage ) 
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been easy. 

We have stopped it cold 1n its trac ~s . 

But it has not been easy, oh no, it hac net 

And I want to say to some of the editoria l 

writers -- and I repeat to some of the edi tor1s.l \>'r .i.. ":c r ' 

who give me those warning sermons on ethics in Government, 

that where were their sermons when we were fighting for a 

little social security for the dependent mothers, for the 

needy mothers and dependent children? Where was their 

sense of morality and ethics when we were fighting for a 

pre-payment social tuauraace system and old age insurance? 

I will tell you where it was. They were for 

the insurance companies. They forgot morality and ethics 

and they forgot the people. 

I read these articles that tell us we must be 

more careful, ~at men in public life must set hi3h etandar~ s , 

and I agree. . urely we have a gz-eat responsibility. We do 

have to live b~ter in terms of our personal conduct, I know 

that. It is not an easy assign~~nt, but I want to ask those 

same people: Do they think it 1s fair to deny any workers 

the right to organize to protect themselves in the shops and 

factories of this land? 

When the editors of this land will jo~n with m~ 

in forwarding to the worlt1ng people of America a frff' and 

equal opportunity to raise their stands.~ of living, then I 

will say they are sincere in their ethical sermons ·~vcr:r 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, and two on Sunday. 

(Laughter, applause.) 

But, you ltnow, the tragedy of all of this is that 

some ot us who are supppsed to be the fighters for liberal 

democracy have ceased to fight. Here is the tragedy. During 

the 1930's -- eure, we made mista~es, we improvised, we had 

to experiment -- but during th~ 1930's there was a band of 

people in the nation's capita~ and througho~t America who 

were filled with the zeal of social reform. 
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They were people that wanted to 'tuiL .:~v. ~ .. t · p. 

fozt the underprivileged; they were the people ~~ho ~·antPj to 

reclaim the land; they were the people who "·ar~ted to 

improve the education; they were the people who t l:..out;.t ': r:,f : .:-~e 

old people and thought of the children. And they \<:or ~rd 

day and night, they challenged everyone everywher e , and th~y 

moved ahead liKe a mighty al'my in behalf of progr·css..i.ve 

liberal democracy. 

Oh, those were wonderful day s! 

our enemies were on the run, our enemies, thA 

people's enemies. ~ut what has happened latel:l? 

Following the war, the. t tragic war, follo~ring 

the eleot;ion of 1948, I remerr.ber how thrilled all of us '-Jere 

by that miztaculous victory -- end indeed it was . 

Many people, 1n fact, most of the pe?ple i n 

politics, felt there t~e.s no hope, but a man in t.he Whitehour<~ 

who wanted to be President again went out on ~hut he csllai 

that "whistle~stop tour," went out from town to to'i'·n i n t h:L 

land, from city to citY; from co~unity to community, and he 

talKed sense, he talked promises, he tal~ed issues, he 

fought, he inspired the American people, he told them "here 

he stood. 

And Mr. Glamor Boy fro~ New York went out and 

just sang sweet nothings and he ended up with nothin3 and 

Mr. Truman ended up at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue , 

(Cheers and applause.) 

But we became so exc.~ted over the victory th~t 

we forgot that the predatory opposition was still at work. 

There is one thing you want n~ver to do -- do not ever do this, 

my friend -- never underestimate your opponent. Never. 
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And what did we see happeu? I :t'E:·l1.-.:. L.:: -. L. 

1n 1948 I attended the labor conventions, the CI J, 

the AF of L. I went aroWld to groups aftcrv1a:'ds a .. :.J, 

when we would come in as newly-elected Senators, we 

were almost like some new commodity tr~t had ~ust b3en 

brought on the market. It was a sort of a mi racle, 

an oddity, and they said, ''Look at this, :!..sn 1t t hat 

grand? We won. 0 

But wh:lle we were bragging and p~ ... a:!.sing 

ourselves we were in this program cf self-&1crat~on, 

the opposition vas holing up in some b~g hot room or 

in same hall and they were planning on how they were 

going to stop us dead in our tracks, and i f yoll do not 

mind my saying so, their plans darn near materialized. 

They went to work. 

The first thing they di d was to brand 

everything that we were tr:;lllg to do 1.n the Congress 

of the United States in behalf of a Fair Deal Program 

as stateism -- stateism. 

or eours~, nobody knew what stateism 

was. That was a terrible word. That came o~t of 

some Harvard attorney's mouth and it didn't appeal 

to the folke back in the countryside, and so t tey 

said, ''we have to drop that. 11 

But imagine the brazenness of thi s: 

Aftel' dropping the word "stateism, 11 what they said we 

were out to do, those of ·us who were liberals from 

the Congress of the United States, what the Pres ident 

vas out to do, was to enact and put into effect in thi s 

counttty a welfare state, and remember, friends, that t i.1e 

term "welfare state" took on as if it was a d~_rty 

vord. Children's mouths were washed out for even 



-23-

aa7!ng it. Why, all over Amer~ca :·.r ~- o.j wei'e f ..... t..~c 

welfare state you vere a dangerous sort ot person. 

Isn't this a sad comment on Amer~can dcmccroc~ "i F.~ t · ~-d 

ot a state are we supposed to be tor-? 

I know what the ~~preecntat ives are fwr, 

it you per-mit me to say this; I know what the opponf'uts 

are tor. I know vhat the Dixiecrats are for. They are 

ror a state or confusion. Ind~fferences and reactions. 

Ther-e is no doubt about ttdl.t. 

(Applause and cheers) 

There are some people 1 I suppose, that have 

1n the back or their- minds it is a military state, but I 

ask you very candidly, what is more honor-able, what is 

more decent, what is more proper than for tbe peopl e ~..-f 

the United States and their government, a gcverr~ent 

which the great Lincoln said, "A government of the 

people, by the people and for t he people ,•• what is more 

honorable than having that gover~~~nt be interested in 

the welfare or 150 million people? 

{Applause and cteers) 

Let me say to my friends here in t he 

t'ront row, Hubert Humphrey is for the welfare state 

and I am proud of it. 

(Cheer-s and applause) 

Yea, I am one of those P~ricar.s t~~t 

believes in a country that 1s as rich as ours, a 

country in which we ~~ve 95,000 millionaires, a co~~try 

in which ve have a profit such as we have never kncvn 

before# a country in vh1ch we h~ve production l ike we 

have never dreamed possible, I am of the opinion ttat 

the government of this country, the Federal governoeLt, 
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the state governments and the local goverr~r.: .... ~.t : , :: ·_! 

provide a good education~ a good schoolhouse, well-pa~d 

teachers, tor every boy and girl 1n Amer.:.ca ar.d -w:; c.:.. ...... 

afford to do it again and again and again. 

(Applause and cheers) 
.. 

And let me eay r:!.ght now tbat if tee pr ~ ee cf 

a balanced budget in this country is an unbalanced 

educational structure, then the price is too hi£h 

I would like to hear some of these people 

who have this double entry bookkeep~ng mental i ty, th~s 

business machine apparatus up here where we are supposed 

to have brain power; I would like them far a few mcment! 

to speak out vith a sense of sincerity and compass~_on 

tor the lives of over a million little children in 

America today at this very hot.lt' who are be:!.ng den~.ed e::1 

opportunity to go to school .because there are no teachers 

and no schools and no facili t .::.8s . 

How do they just~i'y that in the name of 

democracy? Well, I am for the welfare of those 

children. It costssomething, sure, it costs something, 

but I suggest that those who complain about the cost 

quit smoking their dollar cigars and smoke .50 cent 

ones and we vill be able to pay ror it. 

(Applause and cheers) 

Yes, I suggest that those t hat compla ~l 

about the cost or ttat get by with not -- I dcn•t want 

them to have no yachts, I am not asking them to have 

no cadillacs. I am asking them to cut down the 

nUll'lber or yachts from four to three and the number of 

cadillaos tro.m seven to four, that 18 all· 

I am asking them to pay their taxes; I 

am asking them to quit bellyaching ~bout their 
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responsibilities as citizens. 

Hov about the people in th~.s . cou.'lt1'" t .. :. : 

do not have public health facilities? Hw about t~-<~ 

bundre~s and thousands of counties in Amerlca where ther} 

is not even a public nurse, a public health nurse? ' 

Are you going to stand here, -~s anyone go~ng to t e:l me 

that a nation that produced last. year in gross r~tional 

products over three hundred billion dollars in gocds and 

services cannot afford a publ:tc health nurse in t he rural 

counties of America? 

Are you going to tell me that? You would 

think we coul.dn 't if you go down to Washington, because 

ve are cutting the budget for public healtll right now. 

We are going to cut that budget. The same people vho 

vant to cut that budget want to cut somebody else 1s 

taxes -- not yours, but somebody on top. 

They have fifte en n•; w loopholes t~.1ey WC.llt 

to put in the tax law• 

Ladies and gentlemen, let me be very conc ise 

and to the point about this program. There are t hose 

in America who really believe that the strengti1 of the 

nation is in its banks. There are those in America 

vho believe that America is as rich as its factcr~e s. 

There are those in this country who believe tr~t ve are 

as rich as the latest tabulations on the stock ~rkets. 

There are those -- and they have the right to their 

opinions -- but I want to say from my point of view and 

tor my record, that I am one of those who believes that 
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Ame~iea is as rich as its people -· its people wl .. o ar ~ 

educated, its people who have a chance for good ~.eo.::. -cil , 

its people who have a chance for family living in a : . ,.,lJ.~ 

or th~1r own, a people who have a chance for a job at a 

fair wage with a collective bargaining agreement, a people 

who have a chance to live on the land and produce c,n tLe 

land. 

I believe that t~rica is as strone and 

prosperous as the sum total or properity and the happiness 

and strength of 150 million American people in their 

homes, their factories and in their Jobs and shops. 

That is my answer of P~rican strenbth. 

(Applause and cheers) 

(Cont~n~ed on next page) 



Well, my wife always tells me that ~~~~¥ ~ ~? 

don •t have to be interminable to be itnlr.or'.:a::., ·r·. t ~-

never remember 1t. I am going to button thi s up . 

(laughter) 

Why am I giving you thi s talk? Be ~a ·-~ s e 

I want to arouse in you again the desire to f ight 1 the 

desire to stand up and be counted. 

How many of you people in t his wor;.derful 

convention today 1 this audience, real:ze that there are 

those now who would literally enasc ulate many of the gr eat 

laws that we have on our bool:s? How many pecp:!.e :mow 

that already amendments have been introduced to the 

Defense Production Act whi eh w:.11 do away with t l-..e \\a ::!.rh­

Healy Act, which means 1 in obher words, t hat compet i tor s 

who have non-union labor, scab labor, s ubstandard labor, 

will be able to come on in and bid on governr .. er.t : -n­

tracts against those who do have union labor and fair 

standards of employment? 

Do you know Ht.a~ that means to your 

union if that passes? Do you knew what that w! l l rr.ean 

to the union organizations of A~erica? 

It means that the employer or a contra~t o~ 

that wants to hire non-union people and to pay s ~bs t8Lard 

wages is given a premium by his government, he i s g~v~n 

a policy at the same time by his government t i:.at '.:l~ · z :. s 

what ought to be done. 

vlhy, those little bills and l ::.ttle ame r.c­

ments creep in to the law before we even wake up to t he 

fact that they are there. 

My friends, how many of' us know t ba:c eve.-.. 

now there are those who would undermine some of the 

structure of our great social insurance system? liolll 

many know that there are even those today that would l ike 
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to put more lim1 tat ions upon the minimum wage la\•iS? 

How many or us know that there ie a con~~e,~.t, r..;: : .. L . .:: 

pressure to increase the cost of money, the interest 

rate, so that you have to pay more on your loa~s? 

How many know that there is a cone /::ar!t, 

relentless, persevering effort in the Congress of the 

United States to write laws that are not fer t i-:e -: .. a. .. y, 

to write laws that are not for the majority, b~t to 

write laws that are for the minority, the pr~v!le~ed 

minority? 

And thi s United States Senater ~:no-ws 

what he istalking about when he says that, beca~se for 

1iwo sessions of the Congress, Senator Paul Douglas of· 

Illinois, Senator Lehman of New York, and ni~rsel.f , have 

stood on the floor of the Seaate f1ght l ng on tax legis­

lation, and sooner or later t r ace Lmionists a;-.d : ~ te~:a .. .:: 

in this country are GOing to have to wake up to the fact 

that you have to understand t hose tr.x lal'JS. Be ~a :·. ce tr~c:'e 

are those that will give you soraetll:.ng, you know, on 

the one hand, and take it away from ~rou on t:le other hand 

with an inequitable tax bill. 

How many people in this audience, for 

example, know that this last Congress let the corpora­

tions of this country escape paying five hundred rn:.11:on 

dollars woDh of taxes which they should have pa:d? S!ve 

hundred million. 

Now, my friends, this is no b~ased char6e . 

I am not assailing corporate enterprise. I believe in 

profits. I believe in a free enterprise system. My whol e 

life has been a testimonial to that, but I submit to you 

that when the last corporation tax bill was passed, insteac 

of making it effective January 1, when ever other 

corporation tax bill in the history of the American Republ~a 
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has been effective, every one since 1913 .. _ this tax 

bill went into effect upon the corpol"'at:.cns ·: n .~ ~: 1 · :... : , 

instead of January lJ 1951, and it permitted them to 

escape paying taxes, increased taxes, on t11e f:L~·rt 

quarter of 1951, which was the richest quarter in the 

h1St>ry of American business, and it perm:l.tted them to 

have a gift from the Government of t1e United States of' 

over five hundred million dollars that they ot,Ied to the 

federal treasury. 

We had a fight about this on the floor of 

the Senate. Thirty-four Senators said that t: ~at b.:.ll 

ought to have been paid. 

(Continued on ne::t page) 
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About fittr-some said it should not. That is the balc..nce 

ot power that we have. You see, my friends, this is w:lP"'". 

the stakes are about. Soon we are going i~to politi ~P ~ 

conventions and it is on this note that I conclude . 

Let me speak only tor the party or wh!ch. 

I am a member. I do not speak tor the opposition. 

They have got their problems. By the time they are 

through with each other, they will have to put a si~"l 

out: "Help wanted." They will have so beaten each 

other up, they will so expose one another's limitations 

and weaknesses, that nobody 1n h1s right mind will 

vote tor any candidate that they put up. 

(Applause and cheering.) 

May I say they will be able to do that with­

out the help or a single Democrat. They arc co1Lg at 

1 t hammer and tongs right now. So let me speak only 

tor m1 party; let me speak on this point: there are 

many people 1n America who are saying., "Well, the 

Democratic Party is split." 

There are many people 1n America -- and it 

is always helped and supplemented and aided by all kinds 

ot comment trom commentators and others -- that the 

issue that splits the Democratic Party is the issue of 

civil rights. 

Mf friends, let me help you set the record 

straight. Civil rights is one issue tn terms or 

legislative proposals. The civil rights issue, however , 

is more than just the issue about poll tax, CL"1t1-

lynch1ng and ta1r employment practices; the civil rights 

issue has become a symbol -- it is a symbol -- and those 

who go around cloaking themselves 1n this issue of be :.Og 

opposed to it, those who I termed earlier as the 

Dixiecrats, that say they will fight to the death any 
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attempt or Truman or Humphrey or anyone else to impose 

upon them these terrible rights, they are not worried 

about civil rights. Do . not kid yourselves. These 

people have this issue as a cloak to hide their dagger. 

What kind of a dagger and what f01 .. ? A 

dagger to stab the free union movement 1n the back as 

they have in community after coomunity. 

(Applause) 

My friends, a dagger to .e~.~b 1n the back every program 
., .. ..... ~ ... 

that we have for aid to education, a dagger to stab in 

the back every fair and equitable tax proposal we 

bring to Congress. 

They only use this emotional problem or 

what they call the race problem to cloak end diseuise 

their 4 n1ster efforts, and they have dcr.e it, let me 

say, to a point where they have even fooled some of o~r 

friends. 

Let me set the record straight as a Demo-

erat. If mJ party, the Democratic Party, feels that it 

must have harmony at the price of principle, if it feels 

that it must retreat from everything that we have stood 

tor, if it feels that 1n order to please everj·'!:- je-r 

w~ have got to forget our. principles about ~"'-:::1c ;;c:.'lr::"' , 

public health, aid to the farmers, fa:!.r 1£.tur :.:1.·H 9 -r.d 

civil rights -- and those are what the issces ar ~ -- if 

we feel that 1n order to get harmony we ~ave "":o re~reat 

that far, let me make a pred.ict!on aoou~ ~ce Jemcc~a~s t 

The Democrats, if they do that, will be in the same 

unfortunate predicat.~ent ~ :.La~ the Republicans have been 

1n for the last twenty years -- they will be out of 

office and they will be out for a long time. 

(Applause and cheering.) 

The American people want, first of all, a party and 

candidates that are right. 
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They are not asking for them to be cute or 

clever. They want candidates today that stand fo~-square 

upon the issues of our time; they want a political party 

that comes clean on the issues of labor, farms, business ar.d 

huma.n l'ights. 

Let me state it again, my friend, whether V<le 

like it or not, the abuse of civil liberties in this country 

-- and thel'e are union organizers in here who have suffered 

under that; you have been arrested, you have been beaten. 

I was at Morl'istown, Tennessee. + saw what 

baDpened. There was the abuse of civil liberties. 

Let me say right now that if the Democratic 

Pal'ty reneges on its platform promises on t he principles ~n 

support of human rights, civil l'ights and civil liberties , 

the Democratic Party will be justly and appropriately sub­

mel'ged and defeated in the election of November, 1952. 

But if we stand up and proclaim \'~hat we !mow t o 

be the truth, if we spea.~ out for the people, for the great 

masses of our people, if we spea~ out for the wor l~ing man: .i. f 

we apea~ out for that citizen of our country who l ... as been 

relegated to second class citizenship because of his race or 

color or creed, if we stand up es the champions of people , 

do you know what is going to happen? 

Let me tell you what ie going to happe~ . 

going to be vic tory again for liberal democra.c.r ir. 1:;52. 

(Cheering and applause.) 

It is 

I am going to be at that convention, and I am 

going to be there a lot p~pp.i. ~r and a lot tougher and stronger 

than I am here today, because I did not get much s l eep last 

night. I am not going to go to that convention to hold hands. 

There is a place to make love, and that is not in pcl.i. t~c r. . 

(Laughter. ) 

Politics is the matter of be:tng able to rn(~ cnci-4oe 
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d1ftet'enceS and obtl!iJ.;ri a ·major+.ty upon p~incip~.r' 8 and of 
., \ .. . ~ . :. . . ' 

being $ble to carry 'dut those ~r1nciples 1rito effective 

political action~ 

Some of you are going to be delegates to thes9 

respective political conventions, and I want to say now that 

we must stand firm. We must not get weal! nor shall l'' e 

retreat. You cannot move ahead and win by moving bacto;ards. 

You cannot move away from the program and the record which i s 

ours -- and why should you? 

It is a gocxi one. You are going to have to 

stand by the peqple today in American politics,regardless of 

their party, that really stand up for you, that stand up for 

the American way of life, that stand up for freedom and for 

the people, that stand up for human equality, not only as a 

phrase but as a practical reality. 

So I tell my friends and colleagues that will L~ 

with me in Chicago in July that in so far as this m~mber of 

theCongress is concerned and this delegate from the State of 

Minnesota, there will be no retreat on the issue of civil 

rights, there will be no retreat on the issue of public po\'~er 

for the peoples of our land, there "'ill be nc> retl'E"a. t fr"Jm 

the principles of TVA, for we need more flood control up and 

down the Mississippi and other rivers of this land. 

There will be no retreat on the part of this 

Senator .from advocating the repeal o.f this obnoxious Taft-

Hartley Law, there will be no retreat ~hatsoever from a 

liberal programJ 

(Cheers . O:ld <:op.:pla".lse.) 

And even more important, my friends, there will 

be no retreat on the basic .funds and purposes or our forPi~~ 

policy. We have a tremendous obligation, every one of us. 

This whole world or ours is sick, this whole world of ours is 

being threatened by a sinister, p wer~ul force. I want to 
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say that the price or political victory in this year of 1~~ 2 

cannot be selling out our friends or our principles. 

So I appeal to the wottlcers of the ':cxti 1~ tvor~N · s 

Union of America to stand firm, to stand up for your union, 

to proclaim its great record and to realize that the vol~~tary 

association that is yours should belong to more peopl~, that 

the benefits which you have should be shared by the mills of 

the unorganized workers of America. I ask you to become 

active participants in the political arena, because no matt~r 

bow good a union jpu can build, we can wreck it for you down 

in the balls of Congress. 

You can bleed and die for this Union of youre, 

and you can work your heart out, but all you need to have 

happen in America is to have an overwhelming majority of the 

Congress of the people who are opposed to your purposes, 

opposed to your objectives, opposed to your troubles and Y'·U' 

dead -- you are through, you are finished. Politics is th~" 

people's business. 

I said in this Yery auditorium a~ost a month &Go 

that politics was the people's buoiness, all the people's 

business. Let me tell you something, people: You had 

better take care of your business or somebody is 60ir.3 to 

give you the business. 

(Cheers and laughtel'.) 
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You have been a very patient and vzonderful 

audience. I want to express my gratitt~de and appre~~a-

tion for the friendly hearing that you have given to me. 

As I have said again and ac;a::..n., these a., '"' .. ' • 

not easy days., but these are no days f or sunshine 

patriots, either, as old Tom Paine used to say, ttat 

llwither away at the firet blast of the wintry wind," 

and there are a lot of wintry w:!..nds nowadays. They are 

trying to wither up the leaves and the crops of social 

progress and if you ~~nt to harvest this crop for a more 

plentiful and abundant democracy, if you \'Jant to share 

in the fruits of this great productive economy of ours, 

if you want not only for yourself bt:t for :,'"OL1r ch~~ ldrcn 

and your children's children a sa:et a r.d :-.1ore peacefnl 

world, you had better, first of a:l, become a f ull 

participating Ameri can citizen in the political proces r2 : 

of our country, and that means that ~o~ have got to 

register, it means you have to vote, bl'.t :it means, also, 

you have to know for what you vote and for who~n , a r:c 

it means that you have to have your voice heard in the 

rouncils of the political leaders. 

Workers of this union, let me te:::..l you sorae-

thing, you ought to justly demand of the ma~or po:itical 

parties ~f America that they come elean w~th you on these 

issues. Too long have you been dragging beh:.r!d a•1d p!ci::it<:; 

up tl:le pieces. It is time for you to be out in front. It 

is time tor you to be a worKing, full-fledged partner in 

liberal democracy and ~vu can do it if you but want to. 

All you need to do is to speak up and to kn~ 

of what you speak. All you need to do is to proclaim on 

the record what you can properly proclaim since 1933 up t o 

this hour. 
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Tell your ne1ghbors 1 tell your friends, 

tell your mother and your father, your wife~ your e ~ster 

and your brother, just tell everybody yO L'. can what you are 

going to do and in what you telieve. 

The opposition is telling them. They are 

telling them hour after hour and day after day and v1eel~ 

after week and if you stand silent and mute you v1ill be 

destroyed and defeated, but if the voices of the 

multitude or American citizens rise up like a mighty 

chorus for more progress, for more equality, for better 

standards of living; for more people in America, if the 

voices of the multitude of American people rise up for 

a government that is responsible and responsive to the 

public needs and' the public will, you !-::n<l'r what is 

going to happen? We'll have the mightiest and the 

grandest victory that democracy ever nnew and Amer~ca 

again will be on the forward march of the great crusade 

which was started by that inunortal a nd wonderful leader 

of ours, the late and beloved Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

(Applause and cheersi delegates arose .) 
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