ADDRESS OF SENATOR HUEERT H. HUMPHREY BEFORE SEVENTH

BIENNIAL CONVENTION OF TEXTILE WORKERS UNION OF AMERICA,

CcI0, April 29, 1952.

(Senator Humphrey was greeted by app-& . .,

Thank you, thank you very much.

My friends, Emil Rieve, Officers of the
Textile Workers Union of America, Guests of this great aud
wonderful convention and the dues-paying delegates to
this convention -- (cheers &nd appla.se)

When I was offered tie invitation, or
forwarded the opportunity to come and address you on this
occasion, I asked Mr, Rieve ~- I said, "iell, just what
day can you use me?"

He said, "Wwell, it'!s going to be & ver; o .s;
convention, Senator, we will try to squeeze you in Zor five
or ten minutes on Tuesday morning."

I aaid; "Mr. Rieve, you areé losing your
sense of good judgment, there is no Senator in the world
that has ever been squeezed into five or ten minutes.”
(Laughter)

I just want all you delegates out here .
lean back and relax, because you are in for what I ce .

a Senatorial treat now. (Laughter) You are on doublie
time, this is premium paid (laughter). There is & shift
differential here (laughter). There is incentive . .n.:.
This all just comes free.

I am just oné of the deieates myszell, one
of the workers in the vineyard of democracy, so welll take
off now and Lave & few unkind words about some of the
bosses that are trying to boss us around in this country

and see whether we can make (cheering)



I am sure that by now every delegate to
this convention, if not every delegate, aud wcct o [
have received a copy of & report that has been recentl;
published by the Senate Subcommittee on Labor angd “ais-.
Management Relations.

It has been ny good fortune and privilege
to be the chairman of that subcommittee. For over a
year and a8 half, the seven members of that subcommittee
have been studying the impact, the effect and the opera-
tions of the Tart-lartley Law tiwroughout the United
States as it affects trade unlon organizations.

(Continued cn paze 3.)



-3—

There have been meny statemerts meds T,
the Taft-Hartley Act. There have been all kinds cf
slogens and all kinds of epitaphs that nhave been ue~d
to describe it.

For want of a better word and a better
slogan, when that law went on the books == end it w'lil
be five years ago this August -- the leaders of
organized labor branded it a slave labor act. Tuere were
those that said that was too extreme, and I am sur’e soume
of us felt that possibly a better phrase could have been
found, but I want to report tc this convention, and you
yourself can double check it, because there is a report
in your hands, that is not the result of prejudice, 1t 1is
not the result of just a hit and miss survey, it isn't
the result of just someone sitting dcwn and writing a
paper or an article; it is a result of on the spot
hard work campaign and investigation.

I want to report that the Taft-Hartley
Act 1s everything that ite worst critics ever said about
it in so far as it applies to the unions.

(Cheering, applause )

You know, some of the folks in labor
have even let themselves gloss over this unfortunate
and inequitable plece of legislaticn.

For the last two or three years some of
us have been so busy defending ourselves aga’nst the
ruthless and viscious gttacks of those who would destroy
1iberal democracy that the word "raft-Hartley" has hardly
been used as a term or a phracse that symbolizes pcliticel
differences of opinion.

The time is at hand to again re-

evaluate these political issues and the time is ab Ll



to check into this legislation and to see what wa cen
do about it.

I am not one in the Congress of the Unit»d
States that thinks that all you have got to do 1is to
put a couple of little amendments on the Taft~iiartlzy
Act to make it good.

I do not think that will make & btad
pilece of legislation good. I am one that believes that
the way to correct bad labor law, that the way jou
correct improper and bad legislation any place, 18 to
do two things: First, you repeal that which 1s bad and
secondly, you write something trat is good.

(Cheers and applause)

(Continued on page 5)
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Iet me say to those that may feel that tletl .2
abroad statement, that it 1s not one that haeg beri tiLiod
without full cbhsideration of its meaning. I think tread, #¢
the chaeirman of this Labor-Management Subcommittee, I uow
something about the Tafﬁ-Hartley Act. I think I know hcew iiE
wicked provisions operate upon the free trade union movement
of this land, and I submit that thoss even wvho were il.e
fathers of the Act -- and I now stend on halloved groundy be-
cause this Act, if not actually born in this state, at least
some of its ideas were conceived by & son of, this state, and
that son of this great State of Ohlo, that gentleman who 1s
the father of this Act, he, himsslf, found thet it needed 23
amendments even to meke it agreeable to his tests, vhich
certainly is not mine.

(Applause and cheers.)

If you can find 28 secti-ne of cne ect that &re
so bad that the godfather of it feels that they ought to be:
repealed in the name of human decency, I think those of us who
have had & much more objective and critical eye have every
right and evéry reason to franxly state that the Lebor-
Management Relations Act of 1947 needs to be completely
rewritten, that an entirely new body of lebvor law thet meets
the needs of modern American industry and Americen labor
needs to be placed upon the statute books. If encuch pe~pla
will start to understand that, if enough workers will startv
to get busy on that premise, you can get exactly whet I heve
said you can have, you can have falr, just and heonoratle
legislation passed by the Conzress of the United States.

(Cheers and applause)

Taft-Hartleylism was fed to the American people.
1t was passed by Congress, you know, as & law to free the
American workers from the domination of thelr union bosses.

But 1sn't it amazing that after five years of the Act, or



the impact of this Act, the American workers still are
supporting thelr alleged union bosses, thai the Anmelac®a
labor movement still has pretty much the same kind of
vigorous, vital leadership 1t had when the Act went on the
book, and that the American workers themselves, in elcoctlien
after election throughout this land have asked ths Government
of the United States for the privilezes of & union shop,
that they have supported their union leadership ard that the
workers of this country have yet to ever state publicly or
privately thet they fell that they need to be freed from the
so-called domination of their union leaders or unlon bosses?

I would suggest that those who have such sollcltude
for American working people seek the advice of Americen workers
before they write labor legislation. The place Lo go 18 to
the pecople who understand what the law will do, rot to go to
those who want & law on the book to give them addltlonel
strength and additional power by which they can check, by
which they can retard, by which they can cripple and, in some
instances, by which they can destroy the efforts of unlons to
gro and live.

The story of the textile workers of America 1in
the South, in the plants where we investigated, ls the sad
story of free American workers attempting to voluaisrlly
organize for their betterment only to find out that ihe lew
of the land, the law passed by the Congress of the fzericen
people, was & club and o weapon that was used to destroy the
efforts of American citizens to better their living standerds,

(Applause and cheering.)



Iest anyone think that we speaz without the
facts, let me ask those who are so prone to sharply critic.iv-
the trends of labor to retrace our steps in this irvestl a-
tion. Iet them go to Fall River, Massachusetts, and see
what happened; to Anderson, South Carolina; to Cedartora,
Georgia. Iet them go even to Lowel, Massachusetts. Let
them go to Morristown, Tennessee. Let them go to Roue,
Georglsa. Let them go to clity after city where we investizated
and where we found that & new type of action, & new ¢lub, hed
been developed where the whole community, the polics, the
means of communicatlion, the citizen groups -- every single
aspect of a community -- was mobilized against the efforts
of the citizens of that communlty who were workers and workers
in the shops, in the factories, to organize for their gelf-

protection.



I submit that is not equal jfostlze, X
submit that the Taft-Hartley Law is a viola..on -l 27 &.
protection of the laws, I submit that the Talt-le.C..)
Law as it was enacted and it has been enforced & a law
which does not give equality of treatment to the Amerlcaun
people and it ought to be repealed -- the sooncr the
better. (Cheers)

May I say, with equal candor, I invite the
proponents, I invite the supporters of this Act, to
defend 1t; I invite them to tell the Americar peczle how
it has worked to he benefit of those who are the wcrkers
in our shops and factories; I invite the gentleran
from this very state, the senlor Senator of this state,
who aspires to be & President -- I invite hla tu expla n
to this organization (boos) =-- I invite him to erplain
to any organization how the law which he e onsored nog
worked to the bemefit of the pla’n, ordinary people of
this country who have a right to share in American prosperi-
ty and in American productivity. (Appla:se)

Now, my friends, I am not going to lust
spend all my time with you on Taft-lartley, becarse tlat

is but one issue. It 1s & major one, but it is not all.
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I want to spend a few moments ncw w'tii :.
delegates here to sort of clear the reccrc.

Oh, the trickery, the subtletles cf
those who are our enemies and our opponents in the
fleld of social welfare legislation!

I want to address these remerks that
are about to come to you now to the delegateg,as they
say, of the Mason=-Dixon Line, because there rave tezen
those who have tried to interpret the work cf o r sub-
committee as an attack against the Scuth, and, my, how
they would like to brand the chairman of tiat sibcoumittee
as an ememy of the South,

I am here to state that there is no .au
in public life today, at lcast I feel that I az sincere
and I have worked as hard as any man in public 1life
to be a friend and a true friend to the great nass o?
people in the South, and in the West, and in the Lcrth a:d
East, regardless of race, colur, creed or naticnal i
origin == (cheering and applause)

Part of the southern states of this nation
are a great and integral part of this Republic. To me,
1t is a Joy to see those great states and their peurle
enjoying the new opportunities which industry brings w t.
it. I am happy to see these wonderful states en’cy a ncw

prosperity.

As a member of the Congress, I nave
voted for subsidies, to be sure, to our friends south

of the Mason-Dixon Line.



I have supported farm price supports fir
their cotton, for their tobacco, for their rice; I .ave
supported public works programs for their citles, f.r
their counties and for their states. I have worked as w2
member of the Congress vigorously for the ilmprovencrt cof
their education, vocational education, for the ipprovzment
of the health through public health services.

Why, we Americans are all cne. Tirre is
no room in this country for sectionalisme There 18 no
room in this country for those who would pit cne
area of America against ancther.

(Applause)

We are cne great United States ¢f Lmerica.

(More applause)

We are one unlon.

(More 2prlausa)

And I want to gee ry friends in Gecorgla,

I want to see the farmers cf Cecr3’a, the workers of
Georgia, just to use one state, havz as many privile;ss
as the farzers of Minnesota and the workers cf
Minnesota.

(Applause)

I know what unionism and unionizatlion
has done for the workers in my state. I know that wi.tlLout
free trade unions in Minnesota the standard cof 12lv .ug wouwld
be much lower than it is today, and I know that without
free trade unions in Minnesota the income of the people
would be much worse, and I know that without free trade

unione and free collective bargaining that the business
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community of Minnesota would be less prosperous.

So I want Alabama, South Carcl’ra, Jeicco,
Virginia and North Caroclina, Missouri and Cklahona, =zvci
state in the land, to have the privileges of a frec
collective bargalning union, a free trade unionisa g0
that the workers in the factories may be paid a fair and
decent wage and may be the kind of producers and corsumers
that builds for American prosperitye.

(2pplause)

But who are these people who try to set us
against each other, who are these people whe say the
labor committee 1s picking on this area of the cocuntry
or selecting that area for spec’al attack?

I will tell you who they arc. I was
once asked, "What is your definition, Senatcr Humphrey,
of a Dixiecrat?"

Let me give you ny definition. A

Dixiecrat == and they are limited . nurber == tliey

L%

i’

L8

sort of prehistoric political mcnstrosities -- they are
really the hangover of a buying agee A Dixlecrat is
nothing more or less than a reactlcnary Northern
representative with a Southern accent, that is all.

(Applause and cheers)

There 1s a universality. Let me t-11
you Bourbons are Bourbons no matter where you f L1 f.roL,
Reactionaries are rcactionaries no matter where ycu
find them and liberals are liberals wherever you find
them.

There is a kindred spirit amcng us and I
have noticed that those today who stand up and holler

80 loud about thelr states rights are the very people



who feel that they have the right to own, manage, ccntrcl
and explolit their states. I have noticed tliat those viu

cry out so much for states rights never say a word chout

states recponsibilities and duties to their peoplz.

I have noticed that these self-st;lazd
states righters are actually disguising their true nature
when they are properly to be classified as thelr stafés-
wvrongers, wronging theilr pecple, wronging thelr land,
their industry, thelir children and their {emil’es --
in the name of what? 1In the name of their political
power held by a handful of people.

I, as an American citizen, do not like
that. T 4o not like political machines In MNinnescta cr
in South Carolina or in New Ycrk or Califernia. I do not
like to see people excluded from their rights to vcte
in Aperica or in any part of tiz wcild.

(Applause)

let me tell ycu, frlends, we have got a
fight on our hands these days, and a tcugh one. Th»
attack has been underway a long time. The attack frun
that area of America, the American economy and the
Americen political structure that Mr. Rooscvelt used
to call the economic royalists. They are a dy’‘ng
breed. They will not ¥e with us too long, but dur ',
the pericd that they are here they can do great danage,

but they die hard and they like buying, fancy pclitical

funerals. Who are these eccnomic royalists?
Let me tell you, let me just indicate.

They are the kind of people, for example, that believe



that the o1l, the natural resources of the ‘fmerlican
people, should belong to a handful of oll compan’ = znd
0il eccnomic barons. The o1l off shore. Rather tlou to
use the proceeds or the revenues from the production of
that oil for the health and the recreation end tkeo
education of all of the children of all of the people
all over the United States, you know what they want to dc?
They want to take this God-given natural resource and use
it just for themselves and their few children and their
economlie enterprise.

They won that fizht in the Congress of
the United States, but the President of the United States,
I safely predict, will again protect the public lntcrest
and the public welfare by vetoing the greatest steal -~
(applause and cheers) =-- by vetoing the greatsst stoal,
the greatest grab in the histcry of the people cof this
generation; a steal that runs ‘atc the billions of
dollars.

Who are these econcmic royalists? Ve

have them North, South, East and West.

(ccntinued cn next p&ge)
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Some plaees we Just call the: res.%’~.7
some places we call them Dixlecrats; in coue pagccs we
call them something else and I can't repeat publ’ .l
right here what we call them because of the presence of
the ladies. Who are they? I will tell you who they aie,
so let's not get the story mixed up.

let's not thinlz that what's happenlng
today is any different than what has been happen’ng for
a long time, Lett?s not think that the attack that is
coming upon the New Deal and the Fair Deal, let'snot
think that the attack that 1s coming upon your union,
let!s not think that the attac!: which has been leveled
against the CIO, year in and year out, 1s anything new.
It isn't. It ig the same old line from the sawme o.d
gang, for the same old purposes, the same old tire, the
same old lyrics, and tl.e same general philosophy
and the same general purpcse.

You would thin:, 3ou know, that it was o..;
about the last two years that anybody was opposed to tae
so-called welfare state. You would think 1t was only
within the time of Mr. Trunan, for example, that anybec
was opposed to some of the things that the New Deal anc
the Fair Deal have stood for, but let me set the reccrd
straight.

Have you forgotten Mr. Roosevelt?

(Cries of "No.";

Oh, no, Have you forgotten that memorable
speech, I believe 1t was in the ‘44 campaign, at the
Statler Hotel, that speech before the International
Teamsters, when Mr, Roosevelt said, =-- you know, he was
talking about the attacks of those upon him, upon hr:,

Roosevelt, upon Jimmie Roosevelt, upon Franklin D.
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Roosevd}t, Jr., upon every other one of the Roosevelts --
and he said, "Now they're even attacking my little dog
Falla." (Laughter)

Well, every word in their desperation,
they attack the President, they attack the program, they
attack the allies of the program and of the President
and everybody was open to the assault, and I want to
refresh your memories, my friends, because in these
days if you believe 1n 1iberal democracy, if you believe
in the government of the people, by the people and for
the people, for all of the people, you better be allive
to what's going on in American politics and you better
gird yourselves for a knock-down, drag-out fight, because
we are in pay dirt now. We are going to have to make
up our minds whether this country is going to move
ahead in the line of social progress, in better standards
ofliving for more and more people or whether v nct
we are going to lose all that we gained apd slip back and t
turn over this great national- heritage of ours to the
peopled that once before abused it, adulterated .3, and
finally failed it by their mismanggement.

I know I should have told you earlier that
when you invite a politiclan to speak here, he 1s going
to talk @about politics == tual 45 Uy wws.uess, caal 18
my lot, that is my work, and let me say with equal
candor, I am proud of my work, wy occupation. I am not
here to make any apolbgies. (Cheers and applause)

I am not here to say, "Oh, politicianse-"
this way and that way. I am proud of the fact -~ and I
point now to my people over there in that lMinnesota
Idelegation. I want to tell them (appiause) I want
to tell those good folks that no greater honor could
ever befall 8 NAD Wi0 Wuc & Cavacti e by wwwes Sewe -

be selected by his people to represent them in the
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Congress of the United States, thatis a wonderful and
great honor. (Cheers and applause)

1 want my friends and neighbors from
home to know that I didn't go down there toc liquidate
the American economy, I didn't go down intoc Congress
to sell out my soul in order to be popular with soue
people that I don't think deserve the good name of
being good people (cheers and applause).

I didn't go down to Congrese tc repudlate

my friends in labor.

i.aidn't becoméza membef of the Congress
to forget the people that have tilled the soll and I
didn'g go down to Conghess to sell out the kids in our
schools.

No, I didn't go down there to get a cheap
hadline by saying I am for economy &t the expense of the
American people. I didn't go downthere to get a head-
line by saying I want a balanced budget before I want a
balanced diet. I want & balanced diet and I want a
balanced economy and then you will get a balancel econoay.

My friends -~ (cheers and applause) =~
that is a subtle atmosphere in which we work in Washing-
ton. That atmoaphere in the nationl!s capital 1s one ﬁhat
is very folksy, you know,. My, how nice 1%t Ls to be a nlce
fellow, just to conform to the pattern. How wonderful
it is to be always the kind of a gentiemen alt other peop .ell
rules, the way they want you to be a gentleman.

I want to say right now very candidly that
my responsibility is not to those poeple in the nacion's
capital who find that their job is to be the lobbyist

for their speclal. icbervabs iy Iey Ciwewem Ty 2  oia
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is to the people of my state and, finally, to the pc | le
of the United States and not to bhe lobbyists and
the special interests in this country.

(Applause and cheers)

I have heard a lot ofprattling abcit
morality. Let me tell you, it takes two to ralie a
crook. There are all kinds of morality. Surely, it
is immoral to stick your hand in the till and run off
with the cash. Surely, it is immoral and it is illegal
to steal the money out of the collecticn plate. Yes,
it is immoral and it is illegal and it surely canrot
be defended and it should be e:posed and stepped, to
have any rigging of the income tax, but I would like
to remind this audience that I have yet to see a (Ti-a-~

week trade unionist or worker that has been erpcced for

m

having corrupted the Bureau of Internal Revenue. .\ fip.ause
and cheers)

But I havd seen and I Lave Leard tae
testimony of a few sharpies srcund this country who sBeem
to never be able to get encugh, who would Lecole
millionaires a dozen times over and then do not vant
to pay a fair share of their taxes., First they fight
a fair tax bill and when they get through with tlLat
they go on in and try to bribe the tax collector.

I repeat that the recipients of old
age pensions, grandma dn grandpa, the recipients of
unemployment insurance, the unemployed, the workers
in our factories, the fellow who runs the little family-
sized farm, these are not the pecple wio are corrapitlng
American politics.

n

Tha people who are corrupt nr Aner’oar
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politics are the people who first of all tried to corr pt
the law, tried.to write on the statute bool: 2 2gn tlgt e
unfair and inequitable and then when they failed in cu.e

of those attempts they got ahold of some wcak-imced

in

public official who was willing © gell his soul £.r 2 1£3
of pottage.

This I abhor and I think that the record of
some of us in the Congress indicates our sincer.ty
of purpose.

But there 1s another kind of corruptilon,
too. How about the corruption, my dear Fr:iencds,dack
in the good old days that some of my opponents den't
like to think about?

Let me tell you abeut another kind of
corruption. How about the corruption of G0 per cent
of the banks in this country ciosing thelr dcors and
robbing the people of their savings? That was corrupt,
rotten, immoral.

How about the coiruption of the thoucands
and thousands of home mortgazes that were foreclcaed
upon and people were evicted into the streets of this
land? How about the corruption of the farm mort a_c:
that were foreclosed upon? How about the corruption
of 15 million workers walking the streets 1in search of
a job?

How about the corruption of two million
young boys and girls walliing the rallroad tracks and in
the pool halls, no piace to go, no job, no hope?

And, my dear friends, those who now
prattle about morality, how about the corruption of a
stock market in 1929 that robbed the American pecple
in less than 18 months of 80 millions of dollars of

their savings and of their assets?
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Lave they fubsiucten TLedf T tevtain,

The same pecple, some of them, the same
people, are now talking about icral’cy, o 7L T
the same people, the people of same mind.

How about the corruptlon, if I vere
talking tc a good farm audience, of nine-ceut oots aud
three-cent hogs? How about the corruption of 1il-cent
eggs, ten cents a dozen?

How about the ccrruption of child labor?

I tell you, my.friends, that 1s the kind of
corruption that the Government of the United Ctates neecds
to stop. And that is exactly what the liberal program
of the New Deal and the Failr Deal has stopped.

(Continued con next page)
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We have stopped 1t cold in 1ts tracks.

But it has not been easy, oh no. 1t hs- nct
been easy. And I want to say to some of the editorial
writers -- and I repeat -- to some of the editorlal vritcr-
who give me those warning sermons on ethlcs in Government,
that where were their sermons when we were fightling for a
little social security for the dependent mothers, for the
needy mothers and dependent children? Where was their
gsense of morelity and ethics when we were fighting for a
pre-payment soclal insurance system and old aze insurance?

I will tell you where it wes. They were for
the insurance compeanies. They forgot morality and ethics
and they forgot the people.

I read these articles that tell us we must be
more careful, that men in public 1life must set hich standaris,
and I agree, %urely we have a great responsibllity. We do
have to live bé&ter in terms of our personal conduct, I know
that. It 1is not an easy assiugnment, but I want to ask thooe
same people: Do they think it is falr to deny &ny workers
the right to organize to protect themselves in the shops and
factories of this land?

When the editors of this land will join with me
in forwarding to the working people of America & fre and
equal opportunity to ralse their standard of living, then I
will say they are sincere in their ethical sermons =very
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdey, and two on Sunday.

(Laughter, applause.)

But, you know, the tragedy of all of this is that
some of us who are supptsed to be the fighters for liberal
democracy have ceased to fight. Here is the tragedy. During
the 1930's -- sure, we made mistakes, we improvised, we had
to experiment -- but during the 1930's there was a band of
people in the nation's capital and throughout America who

were filled with the zeal of social reform.



They were people that wanted to tuil. .=v L .+ °#
for the underprivileged; they were the people vho wantel %o
reclaim the land; they were the people who vanted o
improve the education; they were the people vwho tlicuchi ~f le
0old people and thought of the children. And they wcraed
day and night, they challenged everyone everywhere, &nd they
moved shead like a mighty army in behalf of progrceasve
liveral democracy.

Oh, those were wonderful days!

Our enemles were on the run, our enemies, the
people's enemies. Put what has happened lately?

Following the war, that trazic war, following
the election of 1948, I remenber how thrilled all of us were
by that ﬁiraculoua victory ~-- and indeed it was.

Many people, in fact, most of the pecple in
politics, felt there was no hope, but a man in the Whitehoure
who wanted to be President &gain went out on vhat he callex
that "whistle-stop tour,” went out from town to tovn in thil.
land, from cit} to city, from community to community, and hie
talked sense, he talked promises, he talked lssues, he
fought, he inspired the American people, he told them vhere
he stood.

And Mr. Glamor Boy from New York went out and
just sang sweet nothings and he ended up with nothinz and
Mr. Truman ended up at 1600 Pennsylvanla Avenue.

(Cheers and applause.)

But we became so exclited over the victory thut
we forgot that the predetory opposition was stlll at work.
There 1s one thing you want never to do -- do not ever do this,

my friend -- never underestimate your opponent. Never.
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And what did we see happen? I reuw.i. o
in 1948 I attended the labor conventions, the CI.,
the AF of L. I went around to groups afterwards a.d,
when we would come 1in as newly-elected Senatcrs, we
were almost like some new commodity tiat had just baen
brought on the market. It was a sort of & nmiracle,
an oddity, and they said, "Look at this, lsn't that
grand? We won."

But whlle we were bragging and pralsing
ourselves we were in this program cf self-zdcratiocn,
the opposition was holing up in some blg hot rocm or
in some hall and they were planning on how they were
going to stop us dead in our tracks, and 1f jou do not
mind my saying so, their plans darn near materialized.
They went to work.

The flrst thirg they did was to brand
everything that we were tr;ing to do in the Congress
of the United States in btelalf of a Falr Deal Prograum
as stateism -- statelsm.

Of course, ncbody knew what statelsm
was. That was a terrible wcrd. That came out of
some Harvard attorney's mouth and it didn't apr-al
to the folks back in the countryside, and so ticy
said, "We have to drop that."

But imagine the brazcnnees of tnis:
After dropping the word "Stateism," what they said we
were out to do, thase of.us who wefe liberals from
the Congress of the United States, what the President
was out to do, was to enact and put into effect in this
country a welfare state, and remember, friende, that tue
term "welfere state" took on as if it was a dirty

word. Children'®s mouths were washed out for evcn



saying it. Why, all over America 'f [0d wers fw. L.&
welfare state you were a dangerous sort of person.

Isn't this a sad comment on American demcerce,? V.ot o .d
of a state are we supposed to be for?

I know what the Represcntatives are fuwr,
1f you permit me to say this; I know what the opponcuts
are for. I know what the Dixiecrats are for. They are
for a state of confusion. Ind‘fierences and recctions.
There is no doubt about that.

(pplause and cheers)

There are scme people, I suppose, that have
in the back of their minds it is a military state, but I
ask you very candidly, what is more honorable, what is
more decent, what is more proper than for the pecpls of
the United States and their government, a goverireat
which the great Lincoln said, "A government of the
people, by the people and for the people," what 1s mere
honorable than having that goverrmcnt be interested in
the welfare of 150 millicn people?

(spplause and ckeers)

Let me say to my friends here in the
front row, Hubert Humphrey is for the welfare stale
and I am proud of 1it.

(Chesrs and applause)

Yes, I am one of those Americans t.uct
believes in a country that is as rich as ours, a
country in which we have 95,000 milllioraires, a country
in which we have a profit such as we have never known
bvefore, a country in which we have production like we
have never dreamed possible, I am of the opinion that

the government of this country, the Federal governnel.l,



the state governments and the local goverrrc.t:, .
provide a good education, a good schoolhouse, well-pa’d
teachers, for every boy and girl iIn Armerica and w2 ci.
afford to do it again and again and again.

(Applause and cheers)

And let me say right now that 1f tce prles cf
a balanced budget in this country is an unbalanced
educational structure, then the price is too high

I would like to hear some of these people
who have this double entry bookkeeping mentality, this
business machine apparatus up here where we are supposed
to have brain power; I would liikze them for a few mcments
to speak out with a sense of sincerity and compassion
for the lives of over a million little children in
America today at this very hour who are being den'ed ea
cpportunity to go to school because there are no teachers
and no schools and no facilit ' cs.

How do they justifly that in the name of
democracy? Well, I am for the welfare of those
children. It costssomething, sure, it costs something,
but I suggest that those who complain about the cost
quit smoking their dcllar cigars and smoke 50 cent
ones and we will be able to pay for it.

(Applause and cheers)

Yes, I suggest that those that cowplaliu
about the cost of that get by with not -~ I den't want
them to have no yaclits, I am not asking them to have
no cadillacs. I am asking them to cut down the
number of yachts from four to three and the number of
cadillacs from seven to four, that is all.

I am asking them to pay thelr taxes; I

am asking them to quit bellyaching abcut their
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responsibilities as citizens.

How about the people in thls counti, T...o
do not have public health facilities? How about tio
hundreds and thousands of countles in America where tuer>
18 not even a public nurse, a public health nurse? !

Are you going to stand here, 48 anyore going to tell we
that a nation that produced last. year in gross national
products over three hundred billion dellars in gocds and
services cannot afford a public health nurse in the rural
counties of America?

Are you going to tell me that? You would
think we couldn't if you go down to Washington, because
we are cutting the budget for public health right ncw.

We are going to cut that budget. The same people wio
want to cut that budget want to cut somebody else's
taxes ~- not yours, but somebody on top.

They have fiftecn new loopholes tuey waunt
to put in the tax law.

Ladies and gentlemen, let me be very concise
and to the point about this program. There are those
in America who really telieve that the strengtu cof the
nation is in its banks. There are those in America
who believe that America is as rich as 1ts factcries.
There are those in this country who bellieve that we &are
as rich as the latest tabulations on the stock mariects.
There are those =- and they have the right to their
opinions -- but I want to say from my point of view and

for my record, that I am one of those who belleves that



America is as rich as its people =-- its peorle wi.o ar:
educated, its people who have a chance for good LealtT.u,
its people who have a chance for family living in & .L.ue
of thelr own, a people who have a chance for a job at a
fair wage with a collective bargaining agreement, z prople
wvho have a chance to live on the land and producc cn tle
land.

I believe that ‘merica is as strong and
prosperous as the sum total of properity and the happiness
and strength of 150 million American pecple in their
homes, their factories and in their jobs and shops.

That 1s my answer of fmerican strength.

(Applause and cheers)

(Continued on next paze)
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Well, my wife always tells me that cpec.. .®
don't have to be interminable to be immortal, © © 7
never remember it. I am going to button this up.
(1aughter)

Why am I giving you this talk? Deca.ge
I want to arouse in you again the desire to fight, the
desire to stand up and be counted.

How many of you people in this wonderful
convention today, this audlence, realize that there are
those now who would literally emasculate many of the great
laws that we have on our bool:8? How many pecple lLinow
that already amendments have been introduced to the
Defense Production Act which will do away with tie walch-
Healy Act, which means, in obher words, tha® competitors

who have non-union labor, scab labor, substandard labor,

tracts against those who do have union labor and fair
standards of employment?

Do you know what that means to your
union 1f that passes? Do you kncw what that will nean
to the union organizations of America?

It means that the employer cor a contraztor
that wants to hire non-union people and to pay substacard
wages 1s given a premium by his government, he iz g'ven
& policy at the same time by his government tihat ©i. ¢ .=
what ought to be done.

Why, those little bills and little aueic-
ments creep in to the law before we even wake up to the
fact that they are there.

My friends, how many of us know that eve.
now there are those who would undermine some of the
structure of our great social insurance system? How

many know that there are even those today that would 1like
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to put more limitations upon the minimum wage lavs?

How many of us know that there is a cocnsta.t, rol: t. ¢
pressure to increase the cost of money, the interest
rate, so that you have to pay more on your loanc?

How many know that there is a constaut,
relentless, persevering effort in the Congress of the
United States to write laws that are not fcr thz 2.y,
to write laws that are not for the majority, but to
write laws that are for the minority, tae privilezed
minority?

And this United States Senater iiows
what he istalking about when he says that, becauvse for
two sessions of the Congress, Senator Paul Douglas oi
Illinois, Senator Lehman of New York, and nmyself, have

stood on the floor of the Semate fighting on tax legis-
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lation, and sooner or later tracde unionists ar-d Z'tera.:
in thils country are going toc have to wake up to the ract
that you have to understand tiicee tox lavs. Beca ce thore
are those that will give you sonething, you know, on

the one hand, and take it away from you on tle other hand
with an inequltable tax bill.

How many people in this audlence, for
example, know that this last Congress let the corpora=-
tions of this country escape paying five hundred m*ll:on
dollars worth of taxes which they should have pa’'cy Tlve
hundred million.

Now, my friends, this 1s no biased char.e.

I am not assailing corporate enterprise. I believe in
profits. I believe in a free enterprise system. My wheole
life has been a testimonial to that, but I submit to yonu
that when the last corporation tax bill was passed, inste&ad
of making it effective January 1, when ever other

corporation tax bill in the history of the American Republic
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has been effective, every one since 1913 -~ this tax
bill went into effect upon the corporat’cne -u A v L 7,
instead of January 1, 1951, and it permitted thea ta
escape paylng taxes, increased taxes, on tie fiieo
quarter of 1951, which was the richest quarter in tle
hisory of American business, ané it permitted them to
have a gift from the Government of tlke Unlted States of
over five hundred million dollars that they owed to the
federal treasury.

We had a fight about this on the floor of
the Senate. Thirty-four Senators s=aid that tlat bill

ought to have been paid.

(Continued on ne:t page)
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About fifty-some said it should not. That is the balcnce
of power that we have. You see, my frlends, thls is w.~
the stakes are about. Soon we are golng into polities?
conventions and it is on this note that I ccncludo,

Let me speak only for the party of which
I am a member. I do not speak for the opposition.

They have got their problems. By the time they are
through with each other, they will have to put a si.n
out: "Help wanted." They will have so beaten each
other up, they will so expose one another's limitations
and weaknesses, that nobody in his right mind will

vote for any candidate that they put up.

(Applause and cheering.)

May I say they will be able to do that with=-
out the help of a single Democrat. They arc going at
it hammer and tongs right now. So let me speak only
for my party; let me speak on this points there are
many people in America who are saying, "Well, the
Democratic Party is split.”

There are many people in America -- and it
is always helped and supplemented and aided by all kinds
of comment from commentators and others == that the
issue that splits the Democratic Party is the issuec of
civil rights.

My friends, let we help you set the record
straight. Civil rights is one issue in terms of
legislative proposals. The civil rights issue, however,
is more than just the issue about poll tax, anti~
lynching and fair employment practices; the civil rights
issue has become a symbol == it is a symbol == and those
who go around cloaking themselves in this issue of belng
opposed to 1t, those who I termed earlier as the

Dixiecrats, that say they will fight to the death any
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attempt of Truman or Humphrey or anyone else to impose
upon them these terrible rights, they are not worried
about civil rights. Do not kid yourselves. These
people have this issue as a cloak to hide their dagger.

What kind of a dagger and what for? A
dagger to stab the free union movement in the béck as
they have in community after community.

(Applause)

My friends, a dagger to g;gb in the back every progran
that we have for aid to éducation, a dagger to stadb in
the back every falr and equitable tax proposal we
bring to Congress.

They only use this emotiocnal problem or
what they call the race problem to clcak eand dispuiss
their 4 nister efforts, and they have dcre it, let me
say, to a point where they have even fooled some of our
friends.

Let me set the record straight as a Demo-
erat, If my party, the Democratic Party, feels that it
mist have harmony at the price of principle, 1f 1t feels
that it must retreat from everything that we have stood
for, 1f it feels that in order to please ever;L ¢y
we have got to forget our principles about yuilie pcuer,
public health, aid to the farmers, fair loeior lays -rd
celvil rights -- and those are what the lssues ars == if
we feel that in order to get harmony we have “¢ re%reat
that far, let me make & prediction about “he Jemoera*“ss
The Democerats, if they dc that, will bte in the cane
unfortunate precicarent *.e%t the Republicans have been
in for the last twenty years -? they will be out of
office and they will be out for a long time.

(Applause and cheering.)

The American people want, first of all, a party and

candidates that are right,
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They are not asking for them to be cute or
clever. They want candlidates today that stand four-square
upon the issues of our time; they want a political party
that comes clean on the issues of labor, farms, tusiness and
human rights.

Let me state it again, my friend, wheilher we
like it or not, the abuse of civil liberties in this country
~-- and there are union organizers in here who have suffered
under that; you have been arrested, you have been beaten.

I was &t Morristown, Tennessee. I saw what
happened. There was the abuse of civil liberties.

Let me say right now that if the Democratic
Party reneges on its platform promises on the principles in
support of human rights, civil rights and civil liberties,
the Democratic Party will be justly and appropriately sub-
merged and defeated in the election of November, 1952,

But if we stand up and proclaim what we know to
be the truth, 1f we speak out for the people, for the zreat
masses of our people, if we speak out for the woriing man. if
we speak out for that citizen of our country who Las been
relegated to second class citizenship because of his race or
color or creed, if we stend up as the champions of people,
do you know what 1s going to happen?

Iet me tell you what is goinz to harpea. It is
going to be victory again for liberal democracy iu 1752,

(Cheering and epplause.)

I am golng to be at that convention, and I am
going to be there a lot peppler and & lot tougher and stronger
than I am here today, because I did not get much sleep last
night. I am not going to go to that convention to hold hznds.
There is a place to make love, and that is not in prolitice,

(Laughter.)

Politics is the matter of being able to roccuci.e
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differences and obtain & majority upon principles and of
being able to carry dhttthésa principles iﬁto effective
political action.

Some of you are going to be delegates to these
respective political conventicns, and I want to say now that
we must stand firm. We must not get weak nor ghall ve
retreat. You cannot move ahead and win by moving backwards.
You cannot move away from the program and the record which 1s
ours ~-- and why should you?

It 15 & good one. You are going to have to
stand by the people today in American politics, regardless of
their party, that really stand up for you, that stand up for
the American way of life, that stand up for freedom and for
the people, that stend up for human eguality, not only as &
phrase but as a practical reality.

So I tell my friends and colleagues that will Lo
with me in Chicago in July that in so far as thls member of
theCongress is concerned and this delegate from the State of
Minnesota, there will be no retreat on the issue of civil
rights, there will be no retreat on the issue of public pover
for the peoples of our land, there will be no retrcat from
the principles of TVA, for we need more flood contirol up and
down the Mississippl and other rivers of tals land.

There will be no retreat on the pert of this
Senator from advocating the repeal of this obncxious Taft-
Hartley Law, there will be no retreat whatscever from a
liberal program.

(Cheers &.ad sprieuse.)

And even more important, my friends, there will
be no retreat on the basic funds and purposes of our forelzn
policy. We have a tremendous obligation, every one of us.
This whole world of ours is sick, this whole world of ours is

being threatened by & sinister, p werful force. I want to
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say that the price of political victory in this year of 17FZ
cannot be selling out our friends or our principles.

So I appeal to the workers of the Tcxtlile Worizels
Union of America to stend firm, to stand up for your union,
to proclaim its great record and to realize that the voluntary
assoclation that 1s yours should belong to more people, that
the benefits which you have should be shared by the mills of
the unorganized workers of America. I ask you to become
active participants in the political arens, because no matter
how good & union you can build, we can wreck it for you down
in the halls of Congress.

You cen bleed and die for this Union of youre,
and you can work your heart out, but all you need to have
happen in America is to have an overwhelming mejority of the
Congress of the people who are opposed to your purposes,
opposed to your objectives, opposed to your troubles and y-ur
dead -- you are through, you are finlished. Politics is the
people's business.

I said in this very auditorium almost & monih ago
that politics was the people's buciness, all the pecple's
business. Iet me tell you something, people: You hLad
better take care of your business or somebody is zoinz to
give you the business. |

(Cheers and laughter.)
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You have been a very patient and wonderful
audience. I want to express my gratitucde and apprecia-
tion for the friendly hearing that you have given to ne.

As I have said again anc aca’.n, thecee gre
not easy days, but these are no days for sunénine
patriots, either, as old Tom Paine used to say, that
“wither away at the firet blast of the wintry wing,"
and there are a lot of wintry winds nowadays. They are
trying to wither up the leaves and the creps of social
progress and if yocu want to harvest this crop for a more
plentiful and abundant democracy, if you want to share
in the fruits of this great productive econcuy of ours,
if you want not only for yourself but for your children
and your children's children a sa’et ard nore peaceful
world, you had better, first of 8.1, become a full
participating American citizen in the political procecce
of our country, and that means that ;ou have zot to
register, 1t means you have to vote, but it means, also,
Yyou have to know for what you vote and for whom, and
it means that you have to have your voice heard in the
ouncils of the political leaders.

Workers of this union, let me tell you scue-
thing, you ought to justly demand of the major political
parties of America that they come elean with you on these
issues. Too long have you been dragging behirnd aad plekius
up the plieces. It 1s time for you to te out in front., It
is time for you to be a working, full-fledged partner in
liberal democracy and ;o2 can do it if you but want to.

All you need to do is to speak up and to knw
of what you speak. All you need to do is to proclaim on
the record what you can properly proclaim since 1832 up to

this hour.
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Tell your neighbors, tell your friends,
tell your mother and your father, your wife, your sister
and your brother, just tell everybody you can what you aie
going to do and in what you kelleve.

The opposition 1s telling them. They are
telling them hour after hour and day after day and weelt
after week and if you stand silent and mute you will be
destroyed and defeated, but if the volices of the
multitude of American citizens rise up like a mighty
chorus for more progrese, for more equallity, for better
standards of living, for more people in America, 1f the
voices of the multitude of American people rise up for
a government that ls responsible ané resgponsive to the
public needs and the public will, you lznmw what is
going to happen? We?!ll have the mightiest and the
grandest victory that democracy ever knew and Americ
again will be on the forward march of the great crusade
which was started by that immortal and wonderful leader
of ours, the late and beloved Franklin D. Roosevelt,

(Applause and cheers; delegates arcse.)
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