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PRESS RELEASE 

Senator Hubert H. Humpbr~n-·rg· so1P 
Hote l s t o Paul 0 C) 
St . Paul , Minnesota 
Tel ephone Cedar 411~ - ~~o 216 )(te: December lOth, 1952 

Senator Humphrey in an appearance befo r e a dinner group 

and forum meeting of the Agricultural Educati on Committee at Foley, 

Minnesota , tonight , made the followin statement s : 
~MAIN STREET AND T'"riE FA."FtM1 

fll e •ve learned in recent years that the various economic 

groups in this country must work tq?;ether . 'usiness and labor and 

agriculture ~ and government too - ::nueTunderstand one antther . hey 

They must be aware of the other fellre ' s problems . They liD..lSt not lose 

themselves completely in their awn problems . 

n conolJl.icclly, we go up or cbwn toget her v Many years ago, 

perhaps , it may have been possible for one economic group to be pr ospsrous 

when the others were depre s s ed. But in the present complex economic setup 

our lives are extremely interdependent . ~e~ economic group i s a cog , a 

wheel , or a cylinder in the a t i on 1 s economic motor • To keep go· ng 

ahead smoothly, the motor must keep hitting on all its cylinder 3. 

•Now there is no part of our e conom.ic engine that is more 

vital to c ·ty people than our agriculture. But the fuel that ke eps our 

agriculture going is the purchases of f ood and I3iber by the nonfarm people 

of this Nation. 

"In other words, Mai n Street and the farm are interdependent. 

They have mutual interests • And among those .rutual interests is the pre-

servation of a sound , prosperoUE a griculture for the welfare of al l our peopleD 

Farm programs do rot exist solely far the benefit of farm 

pe ople • They exist also for the beneYi t of Main street . They are intended 

to serve all the peopl s o That ' s the measuring stick of all government action -

the welfare of all the pe ople , or the common goodo 

"Any program, whether it ' s f or labor , f or agricultur e , or f or busi­
ness must stand or fa.l l accor ding to how well it serves the common good . 



progr am 

Duri ng the ~e~ tf ~e~loped an effective 

of pr ice sup orts f or s~e a gri ultuUal commo0itie s . This 

progr am needs t o be re~djusted in terms of a gricultural e conomics today . _ 

I strongly rec..:o;mnend that the rrSlnciple of 90 - 100% of parity be incor-

parated into ne f agricultural legis l ative policy . 

T e most diffi cult problem confronting both government and t he 

farmer is the means and method of administering a price support pr ogr am 

for the perishatie a oricultural pr oducts . Both pol i t i ca l part i es have made 

firm commitments pledging legis lative a ction to guarant ee a price support 

pr ogram for perishable products . It i s now the responsibility of farmers 

i n their organizations and the Gongr es s with the President t o fulfill thi s 

promise to the farmers . Let ' s not f orget that ove r '3/4 of all agri cu.ltural 

i nc ome (;l)::n.es from the pr oduction of perishabl e products . I n :W.innesota 

vrher e we have el'lphasized diversified farming a price support program f or 

perishabl e commodities is of the ut!'r!.o.c::t .i..mportance o Our dairy fanners , 

f or exampl e , have suffered because of the fallu~e of t he pr€sent 

legi c::Jat i on t o provide re2sonabl e prices . The cost of f eed has gone up . 

The c ost of farm operati on ha s t rebled in t re pa.st ten years , but t he 

pr ice of our dai ry products and otre r perisha bl e go ods h9.s not kept 

pace , The da iry farmer in particular has been suffering f rom 

surplus es a The method of buying up s ur pl uses am s taring trem only t o 

have them be wasted ha s prov oked a gr ea t outcry from t he ~~eric an public . 

Taxpayers are willing to give everyone a f a i r d eal , but not at t he 

expens e of wasteful adminis t r ationo We must seek a new answer and we 

must be willing t o examine all proposals on the basis of fac t s not 

partis anship . 



11 1 pledge that I shall do every-

thing within my power as a merrber of ongress to work for and support an 

effective system of price supports for :t=Brishable commodities . This system 

or price support polity must not only be faire to the farmr but alos to the 

taxpe.;rer a.nd consumer . Overall agricultural policy must place greater 

emphasis upon research, me t h ods of distribution, new pro cesses f0!' manu-

facturing products from perishable commodities , and increased cons~mer 

cons umpt.i on . 

''We dare not i'ai1 in developing this new a gricultural policy. 

It would be nothing short o:f tragedy to permit a long established program 

of di ersified farming to break do~~ because of the failure of government 

policies and farm organization programs. The f irst step in developing a 

new agricul rural policy for peris able commodities 111ust come from the 

farmers themselves . We have to do sane frank and hone s t. re- thinking in 

.ful l recog'li.tion of the economic and production facts of American 

agriculture o 

nsomet:!.mes , when people discuss farm programs , they talk an¢d 

think only in terms of dollars -- dollars in profits and dollars in cost . 

The re ' s more to it than the d ollar side . There's a human side . There are 

profits in human. values that must be considered , and there are heavy human 

costs in failing to have adequate farm programs . 

YAgriculture is not morely a commercial venture . t least 

in part it i s also a public service, e1nd f armers can rightfully take pride 

and satisfaction in their contribution to the health and well- being of the 

rest of the Nation o 

UThe real dirt farmer understands that pride, b t I doubt if 

the corporation farmer or absentee farm owner -- sitting in a ci~ office 
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nand directing an industri~ ~f FE:::)fd~v~can ever 

stand it except in materia~s~a~ farlfr Y~i th his 

fully under-

f eet firmly 

plc:mted in llis own s oil who has planted crops by hj s O"M1 hands , watched them 

grow into maturity , and then harvested them :ti.mself t o appreciate that inner 

sa tis facti on .. 

"But ho , long can the farmer maintain that prid e in producing 

abundantly for others if he fails to get enot~h in ~eturn to provide for 

his family those necessities for that decent standard of living? 

".Ag,ricul ture contri"butes even mre than ordinary food and 

fiber tp the Nation . It cont ributes moral f ood and f iber , too. Rural 

communities are still treseed bed of society . They he l p pr eserve indi vidual 

opportunity in our free enterprise system. ve look to prosperous ruaal 

connuunities , mainly composed of economically strong families farming in the 

traditional American pattern of family- sized f arms , as one of the best 

bulwarks of democracy. 

"Tle must make sure that we are adequatel y maintaining those 

standards of rural live - the rural home , the rural sch ools , the rura l 

church . We must preserve he family farm that is the heart of our rur"l 

community . e must offer t he economic opportunit ies so necessary t o 

maintaining a strong rural merica as the backbone of our democra cy. 

Ve dare not i gnor e these human alues in agric lture . We 

dare not ignore them in planning nati onal farm programs a And we must 

n t cease to measure proposals for farm legislation by our standards of 

human values , as well as by dollar values . ha t i s a matter of vi tal 

importance to both Main Street and farm . 
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