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tes December 10th, 1952

Senator Humphrey in an appearance before a dinner group
and forum meeting of the Agricultural Education Committee at Foley,
Minnesota, tonight, made the following statements;

WMAIN STREET AND THE FARMM

Wie've learned in recent years that the various economic
groups in this country must work togethere business and labor and
agriculture -« and government too — muﬂ' understand one anbther. They
They must be aware of the other fellow's problems. They must nct lose
themselves completely in their own problems.

wEconomically, we go up or down together. Many years ago,
perhaps, it may have been possible for one sconomic group to be prosperous
when the others were depressed, DBut in the present complex economic setup
our lives are extremely interdependent. Lvery econcmic grecup is a cog, a
wheel, or a cylinder in the Nation's economic motore To kesp going
ahead smoothly, the motor must keep hitting on all its cylinders.

wiow there is no part of our economic engine that is more
vital to city people than our 2griculture. But the fuel that keeps our
agriculture going is the purchases of foed and Fiber by the nonfarm peoplse
of this Natione

Win other words, Main Street and the farm are interdependent.
They have mutual interestse And among those mmtual interests is the pre-
servation of a sound, prosperous agriculture for the welfare of all our peoples

Farm programs do mt exist sclely for the benefit of farm
peoples They exist also for the benefit of Mein shtreste They are intended
to serve all the peopleo That's the measuring stick of all government action —
the welfare of a2ll +the people, or the common goode

winy program, whether it!s for labor, for sgriculture, or for busi-
ness must stand or fall according to how well it serves the common goode
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program of price supports Ifor Bgricultural commcdities. This
program needs to be re—adjusted in terms of agricultural economics today.
I strongly recommend that the principle of 90 - 100% of parity be incor-
parated into new agricvltural legislative policye.

The most difficult problem confronting both government and the
farmer is the means and method of administering a price support progran
for the perishabe agricultural productse Both political parties have made
firm commitments pledging legislative action to guarantee a price support
program for perishable productse It is now the respcnsibility of farmers
in their organizations and the “ongress with the President to fulfill this
promise to the farmerse Let's not forget that over Z/4 of all agricultural
jncome crmes from the production of perishable productse In Minnesota
where we have emphasized diversified farming a price support program for
perishable comiodities is of the utmest® importence. Our dairy farmers,
for example, have sulfered because of the failwre of the present
legislation to provide reasomable pricess The cost of feed has gone upe.
The cost of farm cperation has trebled in the pastten years, but the
price of owr dairy products and other perishable goods has not kept
paces The dairy farmer in particular has been guf fering from
surpluses. The method of buying up surpluses and storing them only to
nave them be wasted has provoked a great outery from the American publica
Taxpayers are willing to give everyone & fair deal, but not at the
expense of westeful administration. We must seek a new answer and we

must be willing to examine all proposals on the basis of facts not

partisanshipe



Bes

#] pledge @ the i@: 5 @s%e that I shall do every—

thing within my power as a meunber of Longress to work for and support an
effective system of price supporic for perishable commodities. This systen
or price support policy wmust not only be faire to the farmer but alos to the
taxpayer 2nd consumere Overall agricultural policy must place greater
emphasis upon research, methods of distribution, new processes for manu-
facturing products from perishable commodities, and increased consumer
consumptione.

w§e dare not {21l in develcping this new agricultural policy.
It would be nothing short of tragedy to permit a long established program
of diversified farming tc break down because of the failure of government
policies and farm organization programse. The first step in developing a
new agricultural pelicy for perishable commodities wust come from the
farmers themselves. We have to do some frank and honest re-thinking in
full recognition of the economic and production facts of American
agriculture.

wgometimes, when people discuss farm programs, they talk ang¢d
think only in terms of dollars — dollars in profits and dollars in cost.
There's more to it than the dollar side. There's & human side. There are
profits in human values that must be considered, and there are heavy human
costs in failing to have adequate farm programs.

Wpericulture is not merely a commercial venture. 4t least
in part it is also a public service, and farmers can right fully take pride
and satisfaction in their contribution to the health and well-being of the
rest of the Natione

wThe real dirt farmer understands that pride, but I doubt if

the corporation farmer or absentee farm owner — sitting in a city office
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wand directing an industri T f 1% can ever fully under-
stand it except in mteria@s@aH'Xﬂm his feet firmly
planted in his own soil who has planted crops by hie uvvm hands, watched them
grow into maturity, and then harvested them Thimself to appreciate that inner
satisfaction.

WBut how long can the farmer maintain that pride in producing
abundantly for others if he fails to get enough irn return to provide for
his family those necessities for that decsent standard of living?

®pgricul ture contrihutes even more than ordinary food 2nd
fiber to the Natione. It contributes moral food and fiber, too. Rural
comnunities ere still the seed bed of society. They help preserve individual
oppertunity in our free enterprise systemo Ve look to prosperous ruzal
conmunities, mainly compcsed of economically strong families farming in the
traditional American pattern of family-sized farms, as one of the best
bulwarks of democracye

wjje must make sure that we are adequately maintaining those
standards of rural live -— the rural home, the rural schools, the rural
church., We must preserve the family farm that is the heart of our rural
community. We must offer the economic opportunities £o necessary to
maintaining a strong rurzl America as the backbone of our democracy.

We dare not ignore these human values in agricultures. Ve
dare not ignore them in planning national farm programse And we must
not cease to measure proposals for farm legislation by our standards of
human values, as well a2s by dollar values. Jhat is a matter of vital
importance to both Main Street and farm."
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