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(Tells radio audience of SENATOR HUMPHREY'S visit to .ichmond
in 1949, when he was guest-of-honor speaker under auspices of
::;a::::tntz g:ggtnzzzfthkgzgggn)at the losque - an address

eeenOW Uenator Humphrey - your friends - I hope I am among
them = eall you Hubert, in private conversation, =2ut there's
a chance - and 1t may be a good chance, too, - that this tine -
next year - we may be saying .. PRES IOENT to you -

SENATOR HUBERT H. HUPHREY

jell, wr., Yarper, let me just call you Charlie, You havse
been most gracious and kind to even pernit me to come on this
broadeast with you, and to say a few wo mds to our friends down
in Aichmond, Virginia, and over that ﬁn*-auo station, WiBGess

jow you have really been laying it on a bit, Charlie, about
my being a candidate for President. I want to clarify the record
a little bite In the Jtate of iinnesota we have a ‘residential
Preferentinl rimarye. I am a candidate within the Jinnesota
Presidential 'rimarye That is the only itate in which I have
permitted the til‘As of my nane and a slate of delegates in my
behalfe I expeet that we will be successful in that primary and
I am entering into the contest as a candidate primarily to solide
ify the followers of our liberal political party and to go to
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the convention as an active partiecipant so that-.?:ho Deooratio
Convention we can again select someone to lead our Party that
is pledged to the broad outlines of our liberal program and one
that will stand firm on the platform which the Democrats asseuble
at the convention adopt,

Now I don't know what the platform is going to be. I hope
that 1t will be as sound and as conatructive as the one of 1948,
‘hatever the platform is, once that it is the resolved platform
of the elected delegates to the convention, we are going to work
in 1ts behalf and we are going to support it and we are going to
supplort o candidate for the office of Presidency that will carry
on in the tradition of Woodrow Wilson, Pranklin . Roosevelt,
and Harry Trumane I think these three great nen within our life-
time have proven to the /merican people that government is their
partner and that governuent is their friend and that govermment
is their servant, and not Just to some of the people, but to all
of the peoples That 18 the kind of political party I believe in
and the kind of polities I believe in. Jo let's put it this way,
Charlie, if you are going to wait to eall me Lr., fresident, why I
am afraid you will just have to join one of the clubs of which I
am & member to which [ may get slected president. .ight now ny
desire is to be a good, constructive, wholesome and helpful U.S.
genator. I like to re resent uy state here amd I want to do it
honorably, with respect and sincerity.

P ARGER

(iecouhts how at Uemocratic lational Convention 1948 Senator
sumphrey persuaded the Convention to over-rule a Committes, and
adopt a strong Civil .ights platfom O-at that time Humphrey not
a Gsnatore Then - )

#hat about Civil :ights, today, Senator Humphrey?

SENATOR HUMPHREY
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SERATOR HUMPHREY

Well, Charlie, I think it's time we had some frank and
straightforward discussion on this Civil lights program.../ow,
since ! have been a United States “enator, I felt it was my
responaibility and duty after having been very mctive in this
eivil rights program to introduce legislation to carry cut the
objectives which we have in the platforme I have eight bills
before that Comuittee of Con ress running all the way from the
establishuent of the Civil lights Comaission $o the anti-poll
tax, anti-lynching bill, falr euployment practices, and other
measurses covering all the areas of civil rights sctivity...low
let's get the record quite clear as to the procedure we have in
mind. There have bean those who have tried to misrepresent this
programe There have been those who said this fellow, lumphrey,
has got a whole bag full of bills and he is trying to jam them
down our taroats in one lunpe That, of course, is not true. .Ac-
tually, any one of these measures is as iwportant as another. .s
I said, there were oight of them. uY tulil‘f]ia that we start on
any one of theme I have no proority. I cake mot whether it
first be anti-poll tax, anti-lynching, or fair suployment prace
tices, or whatever it .ay be, 'hatever may be the attitude of
Congress in terms of getting a start, tha t is fine. I think
the important thing in a democracy is the beginning. Onge that
we get underway in something, under a program, or behind a pro-
gram, then we move along in a systematic, methodieal, and con-

astructive measure., I think that it is time that \mericans every

here olearly understand Yhat giyil siehte, loginlevion, i sore

than a %l‘tio affair,
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SENATOR HUMPIREY (continues)

We are faoced with treaendous difficulties these days. Our
boys, and our daughters, too, are dying on foreign battlefields
for the Oa'lll+1 hwsan freedom and human liberty, and in the \ray
of the United lintions and in our own army are men of all colors,
There are Indian boys, Hegroes, lexican- gmericans, Japanese=-
/mericans, Chinese-.mericans, and boys from every walk of life
and from every race, coreed, and nationality.

Unly recently a wounded XBY¥ Wegro boy was given the Cone-
gressional Medal of lionor. He had fallen on the field of bat-
tle. ie had deponstrated courage far beyond the cnll of duty.
Now that kind of young man deserves recognition by his country
by wore than a medal,

inat if he had come home? hat if he had lived and he had
come to'an area where he was denied the right to vote after .e
had been a Congressional uedal of onor winner? hat if he Lad
been denied the right of a job just beoamuse of the color of his
skin? llow some people may say this is an exaggeration. It is
not, becsuse there are literglly thousands upon thousands of
peopls throughout America, not only Negroes, but in my part of
the country, Indians, in other parts of the country liexicans,
in other parts of the country, Catholics, and other parts of
the country, Jews, who are not permitted to have full privilege
of oitilcnahip.

I don't think ‘merica can beat down atheism, imperialisa,
militarism, ani Communism when .merican democracy has a weakness
in its shield called diserimination. Ve have got to come into
the world with clean hanis. Je have got to be able to prove to

the people of North frica and of the near ‘ast in Iraq and Iran,
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and of Asia and India, in Thailand and BSurma that we consider
them equals, that we believe 1:1 them, that we are willing to sit
down around the conference table with them and treat them as
equal beinga, as human beings.

I aa here to say that there is a revolution on in this
world, ur. Parmer, about husan equality and unless /inerica is
willing to embrace the doctrine of human eguality in its fullest
meaning, we haven't any chance of saving ourselves. There are
Just too many people in the world who think that we deny huwan
equality. How we have made great progress and all I am asking
is that we move along a little bit faster, that we make the
changes that are needesd so desperately in behalf of the survival
of our way of life and of our freedom, and every one of our
instituvions.

P ARKER

Thank you for that statesent, Senata umphrey...%em tor,

what about taxes, and the proposed Pyrd budget?
SENATUR UJPHREY

Lverybody knows that t xes are aigh and 1 don't lmagine
anybody likes to pay theme That is a good, norual reaction.
Taxes are high for a very siuple reason: because our commitments
are great, because the responsibilities upon this nation are
almost overwhelmingly for world iuurnhip. and far the fight to
preserve our way of life. Ffor exampie, out of the 'resident's
recent budget, 85 cents out of svery budget dollar goes for
national defenss, foreign aid, interest on the war debt, and
veterans' cowpensation. In other words, national security takes
85 cents out of every dollar, 7Pifteen cents out of every budget
dollar goes for running the rest of the countrye Now I submit
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to you the reason taxes are high is Lecause the world in which we
live i3 & world which is sick and we are the dootor and we are
trying to rehabilitate the ocause of huuan freedom and preserve
human life. Now I want to see this budget trimmed down as well as
anyone else, and I noticed that'f:oontly the senior Senator from
your State (Iy¥d) made a proposal of cutting the tudget down.
I forget the total aucunt but I think about eight billion dollars,.
But even after that cut has been made, Lir. Parmer, there is still
abotit @ five bullion dollar deficit in terms of the revenue as
compared to the expenditures, 50 we don't get rid of the deficit
even i{MX we out eight billion dollars out of the budgets 1
notiocs that wost of the cut was made in what we call civiliaan as=-
pects of government and the economic aid around the world. The
military was left pretty much intaot. iow I believe in strong
national defense. I alwa s have and ny votes have proven that,
But I also believe that one of the major requirements today is
econouic assistance, because Cowmunism is born in the soil of pove
erty, and it swarms where there is 1llliteracy, disease & plltign;.
The kind of prograu which ‘werica needs today is not jTust
the strong arm of the wilitary, but it needs the strong spirit and
SaTeh Mad 0w 0 She soil of Shis cath the peverty st e g
tilence and the ignorance which is the breeding ground for every
kind of foreignismee "It is why I want my Amerioca to fulfill its
responsibilities not only for military and political leadership,
but for econumic and spiritual londcrlhlg; I don't think you can

do that ‘b{ Just wrecking the budget and measuring everything
by the dollar sign.

L L B S 3
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WITIC
To be recorded §/7 for use 5/9
13 minutes--20 seconds

Your Senator from Conmecticuti Station WTIC presents
another in a series of broadcasts in whiche-on Thursday
evenings at this time--Comnecticut's two United States
Senators, William Benton and brien Mcilahon, report alternately
on matters of interest to their comstituents. Tomight
Station WIIC presents Senator Semton in a discussion recorded
especially for this station. sSenator Benton will have as
his guest tonight Semator lubert Huaphrey of iinnesots, and
now, Senator Benton.

Good evening, friends and neighbors in Comnecticut. OUne
of the issues which has agitated every session of Congress in
recent years has been the so-called FEPC issue. FLFC means
Fair Dmployment Practice Commission. The FEPC bill would
set up a Federal Commission to work toward the elimination
of job discrimination. Job discrimination is the practice
of hiring or firing employees because of their race, religion
or nationslity. Now this issue is coming up again. You may
have noticed that one of the first questions asked of ewvery
candidate for the Presidency--when they are interviewed by
newspapermen on the air is—"How do you stand on FiFC
legislation? That's a tough question—-chiefly because
the South is against any FEPC legislation with teeth in it,
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s

and none of the candidates wants to alienate the South.
i'm mot a candidate for the residency--my candidate is
Brien liciahon-—-but as a Senator 1 gave my answer this
Tuesday. 1 testified before a subcommittee of the Senate
Comaittee on labor and Fublic Nelfare, which is considering
this FEFC legislation. The chairman of the Comnitiee before
whom ] testified was Senator liubert Humphrey of Yinnesota.
fie is my guest tonmight on this program. I am proud to
have him. I am a co-sponsor of the FEFC legislation he
has introduced. GSenmator Humphrey, I think our audience
would appreciate it if you described briefly just what this
FEPC legislation is.

(bescribe legislation)
Senator, we really have two big issues here. One here

at home is the issue of principle--the issue of simple justice,

as you've stated it. The other is the effect this legislation
would have on our internationmal reputation. Two years ago
this very day—ilay 9, 1950--in my second speech on the floor
of the Semate, I said that:



"Nothing the Senate could do today would be a

greatar blow to the Communist propagandiste than

the passage of the FEFC bill, Owr failure % pass

it will be exploited by the Communist propagandists

as mother mark of our weakness, as @ other e vidence

of our prejudice, and as another proof that we don't

moan what we say and will not live up to the Constitution

written by our [ orebears,"”
1 asked my colleagues, what defect in America's armor or democracy
coniributes most to the poisonous effectiveness, ihe tremendous and
terrible effectiveness of the Soviet propaganda? My answer then
was and still is, owr failure to live up to our democratic preach-
ments on civil rights for all American, regardless of race, religion,
eolor or national origin,
(Comments)
Second class eitisenship--our discrimination because of race, creed,
or color--is a constant disgrace to our country, Ittla_hu_w
handicap in our efforts © win the minds and hearts of men through-
out the worlde At a time when we desperately need sllies in the great
gpiritual and defensive fight against communism, we hold wp before
Mvmml#rbrmw:Argrﬂrh Near East--the unsightly
spectacle of our racial and religioug prejudice,
What is & yellow-gkinned, or a = brown or black-skinned man to
think when he sves negroes refused admission to theaters and
restawrants in the alleged citadel of liberty and freedom, the

Capitol of our country?



Cosmunism thrives and flourishes on such food, Its propaganda
mills grind out the stories and pictures of ourd iscrimination.

How are we to deny them--although they are often greatly exaggerated,
and often downright false--how are we to deny them if they have a
basis for credibility in our own shameful practicss, Even when they
aren't true, tLhey sound trus. Hgre is the genius of the propagandist:
% seize & real weakness, to hammser it home and e xploit it,
(Explaing that FEPC is not something mew, FUR in 1941 established
by Executive 0 der the President's Committee on Fair Egployment
Practices, prohibiting discrimination in war industries, This
Committes was dissolved at the end of the war, Today we have FEPC
legislation in 1l states and 25 cities, Explaing experience in
Mimneapolis,)

(Explaine arguments of opponenis of FEPC)
(Explains why they are wrong)

I am prowd of the remarkable progress made by my own state. In
1943, we created the Connecticut Inter-racial Commission, Its job
was to saleguard civil rights under our established laws and to
anhphturmnhmuhmmmm Tpis agency

is now known as the Commneeticut State Commission om Civil Ryghts.
It oversees our statutes which grant equsl opportunity without
discrimination, without segregation, or refussl in employment, in
publie education, in public housing, in service in our National Guard,
in places of publiec accommodation, in voting, and in constitutional
and legal rightse.



The Connecticut Fair Employment Practices Act, passed in 1947 by
the General Assembly, declared that discrimination in employment
on account of race, color, creed, national origin or ancestry
is an unfair practics. It covers employers, employment a gencies
and labor organiszations, It makes it illegal for employers to
discriminate in hiring, in layoffs and discharges, or in terms,
conditions or privileges of employment, It makes it illegal
for employment agencies to refuse to classify or refer applicants
for employment, and for labor organizations to refuse admission
to full membership for reasons based on discrimination.

On the average, only something over 200 cowplainte of all Yypes
are filed each year with the Commission. After investigation,
if the Conmission finds somes basis for the allegation, it atlempts
concilistion and persussion. Only when these fail does it call
for an aduinistrative hearing, which in turn can Jmd to possible
court action.

At the end of 1951, only 3 public hearings had been mmsmmwxy
necessary under the Connectleut Fair Employment Practices Act,
In 1951 the first case in FEPC legislative history ordsred a
labor union to cease and desist from discrimination against
negroes, It is now pending hefors our state court.

This remarkable record in Comnecticut typifiss the proper
functioning of good FEPC legislation, It also refutes the cries
of opponents that compulsory fair practices are a dictatorial
sledge hummer over the rights of citizens to hire whomever they
wigh, Our operation proves that thers is no such threat m through

FEPC laws,
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1 mvfrnm-r po,u{o/u m}‘{h comuu.u( law eabraces. all

glli'{hn re employses our federal proposals
d exempt those yeumn/lo:nt:n "

’&uurmm,nrmmmrnmummawm

law is & w nderful one,

This law would be the same as a traffic light, The green light gives
proper oredence to obeying a good and just law, The yellow light
warns of an impending violation by conciliation and persuasion, Ip,
however, the d river finally goes thmugh the red light, he must be
stopped from repeating this wrong,

Just as the traffic violator must not be permitted to decide whether
wntbhgﬂmhpwmmm,nmwlw
orhmmmﬂdnthmumuuhﬂonoﬂnr
voluntarily follows the prineiples of equal ity

Wy friend and constituent, Elmo Roper, who is Cpairmam of the
Regearch Comnmittee of the Connecticut Commisgion on Civil Rights has
stated that "discrimination against groups as groups is a disease,
and it can be cured only by aliminating it entirely." He has
declared that it "geems obvious to anyone who takes the trouble to
examine mwmrmx sven casually the peychological and e conomic costs
ofdhcrhimﬁoninwwmtﬂnpﬂuhmm-mto
PaYeees”, that "it is virtusl 1y impossible to really sssess the extent
ofdﬂpwmudomwmwhiwmbdmﬂﬁymv
mewbers each year from every standpoint,®

Mr. Roper predicts that we are entering into a period of potential
manpower shortages which will help force ngny of the industries that

have followed discriminatory practices to hire goodly numbers of
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people against whom they have mormally diseriminated, He hopes
thmmw.,mmﬂuummrm.m
mummmmmtmu,myﬁnmm
light and never resurrect them,

Our present chances may prove pretty slim for getting an FEPC act
mwmmmunmummtmmdmt
a filibuster, The present Sgnate Ruls za-m.mum
two-thirds vote of 6l Senators necessary if we are to pass needed
eivil rights legislation, The only changs asproved by the Rules
cndtuo.ndﬂurg,hnomt indication it will be approved
msmu.u.i&mmmmgma.uwmor
Mmtéwm. F

How do we change the rule. If we cannot, where do we get the 6
votess Lt liberal leadors in bothk partiss see to it the party
conventions again dedicate both parties to eivil righte legislation--
in terms mo less ringing than in ‘48, Then, if we fail in this
session—let us determine where those 6l votes are, early in 53,
ir we cannot get them, the time must shortly come when the Senate
must face up t a prolonged filibuster, as disgraceful as such
& spectacle would be in the gyes of the world,

Thank you and good night,

Station WTIC has presented mother report from Washingtom in its
series, "Your Senator from Commecticut.,” Tonight Semator Benton had
as his gusst Sgnator Hubert Humphrey of Hinmesota. Next Twrsday
evening at this time your S,nator from Comnecticut will be Brien
McMahon, Tonight's breedcast was recorded especially for this
station, Tis is Bob Coar in the studios of Congress returning
you to Station WIIC,
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WE THE PEOPLE
TELEVI ION PROGRAM
JULY 18, 1952

I speak to you as a member of the Democratic Party.
We are meeting in Convention to determine the future course of
our Party. The Democratic Perty has earned the support of the
Americen people for flve consecutive election campaigns. My

efforts in t)ﬁs convention are designed to see to it that our

1
Party continues to *er:.t the support of the American people.
This means tha@ the ah_;mecratic Party must continue to be

courageous and esty responding to the needs of ournation

and the needs our people, The issue of Civil Rights for

all Americans © oliz?g for me the basic integrity of thé

Pemocratic Party ty must sssert its ablding faith in

the principles of brotherhood and human equality
end our foundationjistonesfof our demoecracy., We must make clear
our opposition to diserimigatlion on the basis of race, color,
creed, or national origin, YPiserimination which prevents people
from equal opportunity of employment, fr-m fully participating in
our elections, and from be secure against violence must be

eliminated from our soclety,



e

This is what we mean by civil rights, by FEPC, by enti-lynching
legislation, and by antiepoll tax legislation.

An attembdt has been made by the opponents of Civil
Rights to confuse the term FEBC, I want to t ell the American
people thet the Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare
after weeks of hearings has reported out an equal opportunity

L &
in employment bill which has the support of leading Democrats

and Republicans, chureh people, business groups, and labor

organizations, t is .l humane bill which emphasizes the

X
techniques of caBelillation which stimulate state snd local

governments to a@§tion ‘n'_ which makes full use of Judiclal

process and falir Bearil

These = the

ctss I am confident that a civil
rights progrem has the support of the American people an’ I

am confident that 1§ will ggpin receive the overwhelming

support of the Demoerstic P@rty in National Convention,
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