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lJpaD IDtrodllliD& B1ll !o 

PEilPETU.lTE P'ABMD•ELEC!ED C<Blftll SYS 'lD 

Mr. Pnaidmt, I seDCI to the duk a blll to pruernaad 

perpetuate the great tuwar-el•tad aa-1 tt.ee qat. deYelopecl 

thrcughout rural .t.ael'ica in \.he· la.t. 1MD dec•ct.a. It ia a qat& 

throup which ta:naera thauel.Yea adlliniater tbei.r om tara procraa. 

During the put 20 eYet.tul yeara, tar.ra han oc.e to a 

to ban the kind ot progna t.My want and need. Tbe7 realise aore 

t.MD anr that tbq -..t acti.Yeq participate in ca'dJnc u ... 

progroau along aolllld ud pnotioal linea it tile deld.Nd reaulta 

are to be obtained. 

Dlrough practical m;periuoe ewer the yeara, &lid ld.th the 

Yaluable help ot 87JIP&\betic legi.alatcra, v tu.ra h&Ye c:WYel.opM 

the democrat1call.T-elecW far.er--co.itt.ee 1178*• 



!b1a qata ~~p-y.u .. u .. •ana tor 

ta~W~re t.Masel.Yel to shaN 1D the tonallation IDd adwin1atrat10D 

of tara procr... Reprdlesa ot part1AD poll tical dl.!terecea 

ewer tara pollq ar 1 ta adlli. iatration, the .Principle o.r fU"Ml"" 

theuelYee elect troa aon their 0111 Deichbora, .baa bee~ a 

prvnn .-c .... 

I haYe lmg b .. eonYinced that the 171t. or treel¥-

elect.M tal'118r c~tteemen is an euaple ot econa.ic dace~ 

which no other countcy 1 and no other branch ot ._ricaD l'ree 

enterpriae, can eqaal. 

!hi1 l)'lltea at taaer..partia1pat:lon in the a<ilini•tnUon 

ot tara proil"au baa bee a •err real factor 1D tt.. ••siD& 

proeren ot our agriculture durinc the .,_at 20 1fUII"S• In 1fT 

opinion, aDd in the op11'11on ot 1108t tar.ra nth whoa 1 haft 

tile ·nn cbal]ea gea to agrioult'lll"e tbat 1t11l lie abucl. 
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I a d"PlT e~~indieationo that 1M 

DepartJMDt of .A. c 1lt11re ie now ... king to Jd.niaise the 

There has alwa;ye been some, tor one rea n or another• 

who haYe objected to fansere baring a direct Yoice in the 

I I 
adllinietration o! their tam prograa. In the llllin, tbe 

or rendering tt.a ueeleu ucl1Detfect1Ye, • long u faD181"8 

theuel'Yea _.. reaporud.ble tor acilin.UteJ"ing tbell. 

Tbe oppoaition a not caae out in the open vi th frontal 

attacks upon the right or !arMre to Te an actiq Yoice in their 

own attaireJ rather, it has used re eubU. approachee in an 

attempt t.o discredit the tamer t.teee, or to tria tiMd.r 

;1 



appear• to ban been takm in by - ot thia nbt.l.e propaganda. · 

That ia -.q int;erpretation ot the Dep&r1ae t ot Agricu.lt11re•a 

order of March 20. aharpq curlai.UD& actift.U.•• of the farae­

electad ca..t tteee, aDd in tact reducing aoh act.tnu. .. to tbe 

"t.n lliDi•• leYel poad.ble 111 thout. aetion b7 Congreea. 

fM order r.quirea the t&niU'-eleotecl oo-.t7 BU ~tt.M 

- _. ohoHG by their c.n •ighbora 1 to .. iniater the qricul-

tuoal ooa.rn.tion, price aupport, orop ianrace, md othBr 

pro - · - to tun cm.r tbtll.r poUq-eaoilU.c:e .haeU.ou to •a 

COUDt.7 otftee .. _.-. '!b8 .- ordw reqdr •• Ule a tate Pill 

•aecut1Ye· otn.e.e. 

I aa aure Seeret.ary BeD801l would d1. sc1a1a 8117 inteDt at 

thia tiM to aboliah tbe taner-elacted oo.ltteea. Yet that Jll&7 

wll be the eYentul. effect of hia recent order. It decreaaes, 

rather tMn increaaes, taraer participation in tbe adllliniatrat1oa. 
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ot , ... progr-. c~ P¥nl,y advisory in 

fac t , with no real tunctionJS to ve t hea pur oee and no real 

responeibili v to uke th any ore than tigureheadJI. 

Such a move at tb1• time us ea auch greater aiFif1cance 

in view o! the 1 creased authori. ty- requested tor the ecretar,y 

or gr:ic lture under Reor uiution Plan o. 2, nov before the 

Co rea. . It organization Plan o. 2 u apprcwecl, 1t. would 

give t.he Secretary ot A¢c lture tull autboriv to complete 

the job oL 8111Ucul&tin the conaittee•, tranaferiA fr the 

control of auch tamer cOIBitteea the agricultural conaerYation 

prou aad other pro r•• nov aaeiped to thea UDder meting 

law. 

That i what -v bill aeek s to preftll t. 

It ia en t.irel in accord w1 th the spirit. ancl the le t ter 

of pledges made to Aaer ican far•r by President iiHD.hover 

dur g his c paijp. 



Rep atedly, 

let them run their own ram progrUls. 

lt asmn, irmesota, he said t 

•I pledge TOU. that tb! Republicm .hrV a going toward 
with poeitiw, •ar-•J:n, tamer-nD fam progra. 
• ... • Oar goal will be 80aad1 tamer-I'UD progr- t.h& 
safeguard agrlcul tttre ..... the programs m t be trantterred 
into gen.W.q t &l"'ler-J'11D opel'&tiOIUI. • • • 

at. Colu.bia, Sou'ib Carolina, bll Aida 

•-a--t mel direction ot t.he f&l'a JII'OCNa , ... 
tederall.r tiuuoed tholJib 1 t ..w. be • • • ... t be tlii'Ded 
OYer to the tu-.er.• 

At St. Cloud, Jilinneso t ar 

•1t Iaason, I had the opportunity tD outline a part or 
tO. . tara progra tbat the iepllblicana all aupport aDd 
vge aDd operate ••• Tbare wumcitber part ot itJ tbat 
fiYery kind or progr• adopted tor the future 'would be 
t&n.r-nD, looalq-runtt. 

at Orleanea 

erwhat we need ia to atart troa here aDd. baild a better 
proara based on .... t&mel" part1cipat.ion ••• • 

At x..phiaa 

•I pledge 7ou a adlliniatration that 1d.ll clNDn all tan 
progr•• of partisan politics, that will dec nt ralise their 
adm.n.ietratioo, tb&t will inc.reaae tara• participation 
in their ama progr-. • 
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P sident. 

senhower fir.mly l ed 1 

'e want faraer-built olic1 s, with faraer-run programs. u 

Mr. President, I I!Qb!U t that todq we are bein;; herded 

alo g directly the o pos.i te cou •e. The recent action of 

cretary- Benson in regard to ta.rmer-earmni tteee is direct]Jr 

e ntrary to President i nhow r• caapaign pled ea. 

fhe big ooi!llll8reial farmers, the big proeesaing and trade 

o~ and economists, are all repree ted in the new aQninis-

tration -- but the vote.. .. of the averaae f ara.- ie in dan r ot 

being loet. 

to · v repll:ed the tarur as the key 

advisor in the Department of Agriculfmoe these dq• . eat bUJVa 

are invited in or a diac esi n about 11bether cattle prices are 

falling too lc.. Big e1 ty bankers are called to ashing to 

discuss whether or not f armrs ve enough credit available. 

Food dealers and processors are naaed to various ad:Yiaor,y 
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-tteeo - - and e~ evidm t -- real 

farmers o net make their living by their farming enterprises. · 

Let me ·ive you just one example . 

any or us are "'erioua concemecl with the depressed. 

situation in the airy i ndustry . Our cone ~rn is ld.th the fli t 

of airy fa rs - - th milk producers. f r rep ated 

i sistane t h aseert some lea ership toward ~rori.n 

conditions ror dairy far . rs , cretary naon called a daley 

conference in A ril to di c -..e the tol'flll.ulation or some n 

proe;raa f or airying. It wa announce at that tbte that anwd• 

and coo dination of th varlOU. reC<lmD'lendations by a ..Uer 

•t.aak f orce• comznittee would be nece sar,r. He has now named 

that • task r orce" to wr1 t m public 1he dl117 industry' • 

a 3gestio s, an herfs how 1 t i conati tuteds 3 out of 20 

:members, repr ~ent dairy ro uctionJ 3 r re mt fiuid milk: 

s tribution; six represent manufactured dairy rodueta; h 

r pre~ent wholesali rr and distribution tirmsJ 2 represent :retail 



_,_ 

otoreo and reota~~reallt of reoeaJ'ch, 

education .nd promotion. 

The classitications are ecretmoy BoaoDB•e, not IV a.a. 

I sure all elc01111e anT cont r.imtton aD7 ot these 

dairy d1stributore, proeeseon, wholesalers, or retailers em 

make; but I am sure too that -n.r 6U7 tarure are goin« to be 

n.pttcal abollt aaeh a group beillg prbtariq oonoeraecl wi.th U. 

procmcera• welfare. 

Secretary cn80n s qa ._ an lwre to help - not 

dictate-. !he question be nnin to arise is, •help who,. It 

at the Depar1aent or . gricultare wu to the agrioultar&l 

producen - the tanaers. c., it ..,..., a an eonc::ept la U'i.-

in g. 

Under Secretar1 ot A.grieulture True D. Morae, addree~ 

the annual meeting o! the Rational Cheese In8t1tate in Chicago 

April 213, had this to sq t 
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• Agricul.ture IF;. rr::u. rc~ ~total 1 cilBtry --
taki.D& iA all~~ e, L:n~.f1aDCe1 ..U, roce s , 
and othel'1d.se 1Drt th tar..ra ad tara prodllcta. The 
narrow view ia to c ~1 er onl3 the l6percen t. ot tbe 
popul.at10D flOII' U'ring in tanu. Slleh a lili1ted appiOMh 
vill r estrict agricultural pro eu.• 

I s the Yoice ot B1 Bainess going tD squese out the Yo1c• 

I• mre •• hope , not. Yet IP.)I dlstarbed at 1he ext«lt to 

\ 

vbich those phoH prillary coacern is ~ abcnat the 118ltare at t • 

St.eet far:aers - buineullell md ~eulators who fUll the 

fantenr - attempU'ng to dictate .tara pol1ey !or thia ooUDtry. 

handling tam roducts. I dab. th• wUJ I wet thea to be 

cceaatul. But I don't ••t thea to be .udpulatillg !'ana polld.es 

to protect tbeir ~ interests at the apeue .or the fa~Wertt. 

It they are goin te be g1Yen sach a frit!lutly ear 1n the Depart-

mt ot lgriculture, I ant to Mke sl"e the taraer im't torgottea 
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either. I 

uffle . 

'l a ' s w 

w 1 roducin . to e ta Usn atatate the tunctiona ot t-
ar r-eo · tee sy , to a re e tarMra tbe7 won't 

e tirel.f lo voice in what hould be their own DeparliiMD' 

of OYerD Ilte 

d ai es about e "ex WJin 

vi0017 oupa. I have tried to ilhstrate .t.OW f ar out...otecl 

t farmer ia on OIWI .,\ole group. It' juat u true OD ot.Aen. Bu t 

even ban r ana -a bera 

i ood reaso to queation o cloeel.T they represent tbe ueraa-

farmer. 

t ae ll ou • n theDepart.Mnt ot Agric l i1&re 

f lt in nee of special conaultation with fara people in t he put, 
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country, 

aid treir nse s so :; co ld come. Secre B naon 

ha chang all tha • e as invoked rules. emb rs ot 

h ad:rleo committees ust meet ~r own en ea. 

Tha cr ate no proble tor a icultural buSJ..1es s firms 

sB.nding re re ... ntativ • 

fro income taxe • It ' s no probleM for t ra e pa mainta:inin& 

ofessional lob yin sta!f'a ere for j as such pur o ea . But 

it is quite a pro lem. for the f v . How many a era e family 

farmers d~ you eu o are in a . otdtion to drop t h ir l-..'Ork and 

r un to '·' s in ~ton a their own , to try and make their 

voice eard a gainat the voices or proce aara and other ddleaeat 

Let us remed>er that when e hear abou.t t heee •adrlsory 

eommitteea" . The kind of c ttees I ant to see re re antilll 

a eul ture ar farmer c .. · tte s, chos y tOO fanners 

e ves . 1ba. ' hy I ant to see the .fa.rlll! r-coJIIITlittee sta 

writ en into 1a here it an •t e tampered with . 
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' 

It ere y i r e t e ecr tary or A culture, in carryiq 

o t provision of . e Soi l C ns rvati.on and am.es ic llotment 

ct, o continue to uti.llz 

eo t tee s ta 5h d under that c ; i t quires t tb:t 

serTices o sue commit es utilized in carryin . out f'ara 

price s or t and etmp insurance programs ; and it prorl.des tor 

e election of state cam;nitteea by member• o!G)UJlty colllllittees. 

The statutes nov provi for the ACP pro am to be CJII'ried 

o t by such ccnmi ttee • 1 this b1lldoea ia to as ure that. 

roviaion r emains in effect regardless of aqy reor anizational 

pro al . 

ric atp or t p a and crop insurance pro a haTe 

in the a been adminis red by thes committees , md e ccesstulq 

so . All 1 bill do s i to ma e that ace ed racti.ce a 

statutory r rlr nt - to r vent any chan e fro th tar. er-ru 

a inistr tion of o in existence. 
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election of 

t committee 1 L stead o 

a_ poi nt t he .... ec re a of i c ltur • b liev uch 

acan i he al wa to d1 f o all , various 

c r -est" at t h far er - co "tt~e~ are \1 for rtis 

politic purpo es. 

The 1~e. lican party t£lked cb urin tie c paii.Jl a out 

n "a i culture out of politics" . ere i a c .. -_. to do 

it. armers no lect th i · own co unity an count co · tteea. 

in t rue de.1.ocratic p roce e • propo al is hat me ers ol 

thes f armer- 1 cted coun c · t te , in t urn, should thea-

..,elv s elect t e stat co · ttees. 

armer ave fr quently xp ssed he pe that the 

pri nciple of ocratical),y-elc-cted c ttee could be carried 

t o its lo ica.l conclusion, b leavin he c oice of s te u 

Tell as county canmi. t ees up to t e fanners t m elv{.. r at er 

than ris it becomin - a playt · of olit.ical patrona • 
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Kr PreoidoD\,CQ~.J ¥.on tllh floor charco• 

ca.t tteea. I haTe llft'er 

concurred in a\ICh cbareea, aa e I mow tba t bad nothin to 

aa.1 abou t the appointment of the state r ~ttee in Minnesot&J 

it not o en as a mat ter ot pai:toD& e, 1 t was chosen troa 

r.,_.ra ou ot the ranks or county c~tte-.n aDd !ieldJien. 

Thee i cause to quest ion whether that policy 1• •till 

beiDa tollovecl. a new cha:l..rMD vu chosen for 1q state, 

enat.Gr troa llinnesota. 

I£ the ct..1ni8trat.ian ••t what it pleclied about keepiq 

patrona e out of the Depart.nt o J.grieulture '• ti.eld or daa-

t1on1 I would velca. eoae vidence ot it b support tor rq 

propoaal. . 

bill 1• concerned oW¥ vi tb tbe local adllinia ra tlon ot 

fara prograJU out in ile s tates end counties, t vi th the internal 

supemaor,y lltructare ot the D~at ot Agrioulture in 



ash ton . t wil~-~ ¥tural reor r.atiCD 

0 eD par t . le it is t epa.rtmen t • intent b auch 

1eor iza io to olis u e le c ted commi tteea. 

·11 re :1ire t - 6 ch ttee and a • 

t s c c func ' 
no la er-e tt-

elo the r uction · stration 

or a ot r i divi 0 c par ent . cone n 

:La wit prot ctin .,-oice in t , not with 

; t a enc i cal rear ania.ati.on ahuffle. 

I believe h ill I propsoi i a cons true tive one 

€ll titl ed to wide prea.d suppo t . v i ev of resi entxisenhower& 

determined pl ed e 

/ 

pri ciple of a er- run pro 

ould r.o 

rather than weaken, the 

1 I ee o r eason wey this liiU.l 

of 

o the oth r e o t aisle . 'lh no 11 u . , :..a 

f a ers ant t o p serv ei r ri ·ht to elp shap and aciainiater .. 
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tba r .... _r, ... e~P¥ participation 1Jo 

cboold.Dg 00Uil't7 ~tteea. !U,. kno-w:, as a general rule, 

tanaera are not con.cemed with partiseD politics as they are 

with acricultural. poUti.ca - thq Jut E!Dt a fair break tor 

1' they ca+• it. 
I "WWUlcl otter jaat <31le liOre tbougt& tor rq colleague• in 

t&e S.at.e 1D. regard to pollticas 1D our ram prograu. 

I pose this eetion to expen.ced, pract.ic.al. politici :u 

It JOU ere t .J7ing to build a political asob1ne, vhi~ be 

aore uaetul d aore e a1l7 oaatl'all.cl - a corps ot new federal 

werr ra.ral ocnmt7 1D •err state. in the -tl7, or a group ot 

ramer-ooamttees el.eated by the local tamers thaa~Yel ~er 

hicJ:fhere is no a!_,point1Ye or cl1ac1p11nar;y paver! 

I wFD.t the Senate to thi.Dk that aver ,in Tiew or the BelliiOil 

Pl811 tor IIUbstituti.ng a: point1Ye •county aagers• tor elected 

tamer-committees in erreey PMl ottice in the ocnmt1'7 .. 



appareDt patronage approach to a,cr1eulture1 a tield orgenization 

"lith a de~ioa of !~at I feel the real role ot f&l'ller-ca~~~~1tteea 

shoul d be. 

I v nt to quat e that deecri.1Jltoo troa a addrese b7 tol'ller 

1a Indimapolla, Iltdi&a&J 

IITCftll' reapon81bU1t7, u tuaer-ccaaittMMD, 1a t.o prcw1de 
the gr&a& root.a leaderllhip iJl aa1nta1n1ng ad CODHniJic 
~~daot.1Te reeourcea. 

•It 1a JOUr reapoDnbUit7 to help 1Dep1re the kind of 
teaw:dt that will be need8d to get tbe job done. 

1 

ll!bat J'Hp01181bilit7 1a not. owed to the De~ ot 
.Agrleul.ture, o.r to the GoTe~. Instead, your 
respoD8l.bllit7 ie to your tell011 tamers whO ~• choa• 
J01l tor ,.our :om as =-itte--; JOU1" rupon.S.bi~\7 
1a to sgr1aulture1 aad acrlculture•a reaponaibillt't• to 
all the people ot the l ation. · 

•Aad. by the • tokal, that 111 were tl'.w DtrPa.rtaaat of 
Acrlculture" • res o.naibUit7 belouca, •d tllat. ia :where 
those ot ua. 'Vho haYe cou up thlvagh JOUr raraka to po.ta 
ot leaderahip in the Deput.ment are constantl7 atrirl.Dg 

to keep it•. 
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That• a vllat tt. ta.ra.-oa.i ttee q81'Aa .-... to Ulrican 

agioultare.--C©~ 1~ u ~hal 
ita om rmka. 

Wban acae .._, .. aoqbt to ao1111d a oote ot wnai1Jc aout 

tallinc t&l'll pri.cee earller tbia 7ear1 w were at tint 1100ffecl 

. 'I 
potJ tba7 liVe ooncened with what 1a bllppeiiMa to tU'Il price• 

r1 gilt DOW - todq • 

So the D!lpal1iMnt of &&ricultva W&Yed a 1fMd aad aDDOUMed 

price• were atabiliaed, tbe dr'op lwd been halted ill cattle pricea, 

md that ...,-tb1D& 110uld be all richt trc. now on. That wu more tban 

a 110n ago. Bu.t eYer,yt.biDg haan•t een all l"i&h\. cattle ......._ 

aut•t 



• 

-20-

han ·- tbe Dep~ oe~ ... ~~De oontimled 

to tall. For the 11011~ .lpril lS, according to a Bureau 

ot .Agricultural Ecalloatca e.nnounc .at last week, the index ot all 

up to the lo.-taber election, la now do\G to • 

:raraers are still disturbed oYer tu uneer\ain ~--· ot our 

tam. prograaa. Crl.ppliDc bwicet. alaahe• indicate a desire t.o 

"dpn out saae ot the procMU tbroqh the b&ckdoor ot appropriations, 

1t it. cm ' t be done directl7 ad more above-board b7 apecifio 

We st.Ul h&Ye Yer'f little USilr&Dce ot "' t ld.Dd ~ price 

support tamers are go!Dg to get. att.er next 7• - 1t wrr. 

Sft'eral billa ha'Ye beaa 1Dtrodlloed t.o iaprcwe the price support. 

lecialatiozl, aonc th• one ot Jq own. f-• 8 JfDabl• to leaD\ 

ho'W'ft'er • ~ arq plans to hold h8€'.rl.Dca on these price IAlpport bUla. 

In rlew ot aJJ/these lDlcert nties taciuc the t er, 1n rlew 

of' rep:fea,t.ed pledges that he ll&I!J going to get a biger YOioe 1D tara 
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atraira rortller thm G~of ~~ure, I q eet 

th£t t he very le· at -we can do is to save the rarmer-C04Dillittee 

yatem from destruction through the measure I baTe proposed, to 

giTe that accept, ed principle pemaaent status ot lav. 

Perhaps thiB 'W1ll bring a sho ldo ;n,on where the tamer litonde 

dth the nEr.{ jda1n1 atre.tion. 

re ' .Lr:Ye been told re:peatedly tha.t the basis of the Ben801l 

Plan for agriculture is t he.t famers should 8bitt tor thcaelyes~ 

Nov perhppe ·e cs.n le m if the Beeson Plan contempl.a'Hs 

lstti.ng f rmera h&Ye arq wice at all 1D the fUture condu.ct ot tbdr 

&f'tairs. 

The ramer has a right to lmo ,. 
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