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It's high time more atlention was given the increasingly
difficult finmancial plight of owr older people ~~ our senior
citizens.

They have been caught in a financial squeeze Ly the
rising coste of living, bocause they are on & fixed income of
one kind or another and haven't shared im the benefite of
higher salarics and higher profits others have realized in
recent years.

Soeial security bemsfits are vitally important to
the welfare of an increasing number of our senior citizens.
The number of aged persons drawing Usurance bensfits today
is four million. This is about 1% million more aged persons
on insurance than on old age assistance.

Yet in the face of the highest cost of living in
our Nation's history, benefits under social security insurance
average enly abtout (50 per month. Old age assistance payments

average sboutl the same, perhaps a little less.
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Can snyone say that (50 is enough to live on today?

Con/ress has a responsibility to re-examine this
problem, endset intellicently and expeditiously to improve
cur social security program.

I mve introiuced several bills intended as & step
in that direction. They don't do &ll that I wuld like to do,
but at least they are a start. I'm asking thn L owr aged people
be permitted to carm up to 3100 per month, instead of §75, in
private work without incurring loss of inswrance bere fits.

I've asked thet family social security insurance benefits be
increased by boosting the benefit of a wife from 50 to 75% of

the husband's bLenefit, and Incrcasing the widow's benefit from

75 to 1008, I've, also, asked that we extend for another

two years the increased Federal participation for oldeage
assistance, aid to the Hlind, aid o the permancntly and

totally disabled, and aid to depemient children, without which such

aid would be decreased in 195k, instead of being incressed.
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I'm, also, happy to be co=sponsoring another bill
providing w t© sixty days of mrepald hospitalization per
year for everyone eligible for soecial security benefits ==
you know, I've always felt one of the glaring loopholes in
our social security system has been failure to provide for
thefdredictable hasards of {llness and injury. This would
plug that gap.

I belicve the social security program must
eventually be extended Lo cover everyone, aml that its
benefits should be made more adequate, I'm working on
another bill that will offer some {urther improvements in
a new direetion, and perhaps case the cost of living squeeze
on our elderly citizems. I shall cont inue to support such
proposals designed to improve social security benefits for

all the American people.
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