Mr. President, I call up my amendment and ask for its immediate
considerstion. It is aimed at letting American food and fiber, elong with
American dollars, fight for freedom in the world.

Our foreign aid program is prediceted upon the urgent need: of
strengthening forces of freedom throughout the world, and mobilizing
them for the common cause of standing resclutely against the threat of
Commmnistic imperialism.

America's great sgricultural know-how, its great blessing of
abundance, can and should share in the mobilizing of the forces and the
resources of freedom.

That's what my amendment would eeek to emcourage.

It is @ simple smendment. All that it does is to grant the
President suthority to meke use of some of our agricultursl reserves
nov piled up in storege, whemever it appears in the best interest of our
foreign policy to @0 89, to help frissdly sourdries that sy be in

temporary need.
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strengthening cur ties of fyriendship can be overloocked, in viww of the
present heavy stocks of reserves of agricultural commodities mow existing
in this country, I believe the President should have such authority. §e
should be sble to meke use of our abundance, within certain limitatiocns,
to alleviate hunger and misery in the world, thereby showing cur homani-
tarian concern for less fortunstes as contrasted with the ruthless slave-
state oppression Commnists have invoked in satellite areas behind the
Iron Curtain.

This amendment does not create a givemway plan, %o dump American
products indiscriminately throughout the world.

Yet nelither does it hang a definite dollar sign on America's
bumenitarian spirit, so that we haggle over terms while people starve.

What it does is provide flexible emocugh euthority for the President
to act under differing circumstances and differing conditions.

It leaves it up to the Président to determine terms and conditiocns

for using our food reserves to alleviate famine and 3
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sharing of our egricultural sbundance with areas urgently needing 1%,
for strategic materials; it would permit sales being made for native
currency, vhere a dollar shortage exists; yet it would also permit us
to make food loans or outright food gifts where such methods seemed most
desirable in the interests of our own government, as well as best designed
to meet the needs of the recipient coumtry.

I believe this is the simplest, most direct way of getting a greea
light for a start in the right direction of using food as well as dollars
in foreign aid.

The amendment I have proposed is not the final answer to stimula-
ting American farm exports, nor making effective and comstructive use of
all our sbundance of sgricultural commodities.

It is, hovever, & step in the right direction for both those pur-
poses, s well as & step in the right direction of humenitarian foreign
policy, foreign policy that is concerned with empty stomachs as well as

empty cartridge belts.
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efforte to stimulate increased use of America's agricultural al g
and I think most of you are sware of the urgent need for every possible
step in that direction.

If we are going to open any nev channels for wider use of our
agricultural commodities in support of cur foreign policy at this session
am,zmmmmummmﬁ
of doing 0.

Any action on & completely separate and more e
in this field, involving lengthy committee hearings, is i
unlikely this late in the present session.

However, such use of our sgricultural SR AT
mmcuw;mummm““m“ﬂ
end economic -- and therefore the proposal is guite properly advanced
60 a0 SNt 40 the Mebusk Seomtey ML

I velieve enactment of this emendment will be an importent pold



make the best use of all cur avallsble resources in strengthening the
free world for its struggle against Commmisa.

We cannot afford to let Communist propagandists exploit us as a
rich Uncle hoarding huge food supplies like a dog-in-the-manger, letting
them spoil in storage before we will distribute them to the hungry to
eat.

Instead, we should be seizing the imitiative firmly im our own
hands by assuring distressed countries of the world that we aren't going
to let them starve -- that we have ample food, and one way or another
will be worked out so we can share our abundance with them,accepting
vhatever they have to offer in return.

Barlier in this session, I joined with seversl other Semators in
sponsorship of a resclution calling for creatica of an International
Food Resefve aimed at jJust such a purpose -- of finding e meeting place
between those who have more food than they know what to do with, and

those who baven't enough to exist decently. Every argument advanced for



(R il o5 i«

to do on our own what many of us hoped the Intermatiocnal Food REserves

that worthy purpose

could do on a united basis.

Femine and hunger can't wait for debates or negotiatioms. Starving
children can wait neither for a new international body teo be created, nor
for the Congress of the United States to aet, if it should be in recess.
That's why it appears sensible and advisable to me to give this simple
authority to the President -- so that be may act whem action appears
necessary, and make use of more of our food reserves when opportunities
present themselves that would be advantageous to all concerned.

Instead of complaining about our heavy food supplies, we should
be thankful for the agricultural kmow-how of our farm producers.

hm“MWM“tmmm
do mot enjoy, and make use of our opportunity to win friends in the world
through sharing our sbundance -- on whatever terms may be necessary.

Instead of sending American dollars in fopeign aid alone, let's
send some American food or fiber -- and in that way we can be helping our

own farmers while we are belping bhungry people in other lands.
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standpoint of ocur foreign aid program slone, entirely aside from its
possible benefits to domestic agriculture.

Yet I do not think we need to overlook -- mor should we overlook --
the increasingly serious ecomomic plight confronting our own American
farmers, while ve are debating sending aid to foreign shafes.

America'’s farmers have shared every sacrifice and every challenge
confronting our mation down through history, and still remsine steadfast
as a real, solid bulwark of democracy. They are willing now to assume
their fair share of the burden of defense in the struggle against Commmnism,
if they have any income out of which to pay thelr taxes. m:uﬁ-.
many & bard-pressed farmer would look more kindly apon ocur foreign aid
progrem if be knew food that he produced was going to be part of that
progrem -- that he was sharing in building e better world, by helping
feed our friends and our allies.

I ask and urge that egriculture be made s definite part of our

foreign ald program in the manner I have proposed -- that we no longer
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bulging with food, while other peoples of the world are starving.

I urge thet ve make war on misery and suffering, as part of our
efforts to strengthen the free world.

T urge thet we adopt a little of the philosophy of President
Eisenhower's famous address to the American Society of Newspeper Editors,
by showing now that we are as concerned with lumen beings as we are with
militery might.

We cen do so by edopting this amendment.

If we do 80, it will be s major forward step by this Congress --

a umene addition to the foreign ald progrem, and & constructive step

toward stimleting wider consumption of American farm products.

6/30/53
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