Mr. President, on many occasions the Congress has made it
clear that as a matter of public policy the Department of
Agriculture should encourage and perpetuate family faming in
this country, directing its programs in the interest of the
family farmer

Because of recent indications that the Department of
Agriculture was being orientated away from that established,
historic American policy and directed instead toward the more
material aspects of larger conmercial farmimg without regard
for the human aspects of the famm family and yural living, I
have urged the Department to reaffirm, by action as well as
words, its concern for the family farmer,

The Seeretary of Agriculture has made many publie declarations
of his intentions to make the utmost use of advisory committees
representing all segments of agriculture, So far, however, such

comuittees have not been representative of the average family farmer,



_GEmy

sugresting that he create a Department advisory committee on
Family Famming and Rural Living,

Because the church in mény rural aress is the real commmity
center, the focal point of rural living, many of our leading
church organisations have taken an active and constructive
interest in preserving the traditional American pattem of
family farming. For that reason I suggested that such organized
chureh groups be invited to participate in the Department's
family farm committes, along with representatives of the general
farm organisations, Spokesmen for several of these church
groups have commented favorably on the suggestion, and expressed
a willingness to serve.

Howsver, I regret to say that Secretary Benson has sesn fit

|

M
to turn down my proposal for a -~cmmitiee devoted primarily to

the protection of family farming, He has declined to create



no security in NHaving committees compriséd of persons with
interests not in hammony with their own, "looking at their
problens®,

I an sure that any faireminded review of many of those
named to serve on the Secretary's present committees would
provide convinelng evidence that however talented or sincere

they may be, there is liitle voice in the Department of Agriculture

from the average family farmer 88 this countyy.



CORPY

iat me oite Just one example of the many that exist, One
of the pressing problems of farmers is adequate credit on
reasonable terms. Seeretary Benson appointed a fam credit
advisory committes to guide him on credit policies, m-n
on that committee? ILat me read yo: the list:

A. G. Brown, American Bankers Association, New York City;
D, B. Crowlay, vice president of the Northwest National Bank,
¥Minneapolis, Minn,; R. M, Evans, member Board of Governors,
Federal Reserve System, Washington, D. C.3 0. ¥, Krueger, the
Prudential Insurance Co.of America, Newark, W. J.; R. I. Fowell,
Equitable Life Insurance Society, New York Citys; John A, Reed,
president, First Natiomal Bank, Kemmerer, Wyo.; &nd Olemn E.
Regers, Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., New York City,

It was that committes which recently advised Secretary
Benson there was no need for special livestock credit, a

recommendation that even Secretary Benson finally had to ignore
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in the wave of protests from cattlemen, Only recently we
enacted emergency legislation to provide such eredit, |

¥hat hope can family farmers have with such committees
advising the Department?

Bankers and insurance company executives, it seems are
ulcouhqurlmmm—nﬁqdwdh;
but there is apparently little room for the formel counsel and
guidance of the National Catholic Rural Life Conffsemce, the
hmwcmdmznmu.a.l..m
National Lutheran Couneil, the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs, and the National Council of Rurel Life and Labor,
mormxnmrwm:.m«ammm
Committee,

:mmmummnmmw

mumsuwmmmwmm
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replies I have received from church and farm leaders who agreed
it was a constructive move to give more balance to present
guidance in the Department. I do hope that Secretary Bemsom,
a man of sincere convictions and great integrity, will

reconsider my suggestion,



Howevery with your background I am sure you mist heve a deep persocnal
eamictinmmmnmm social velues of faming as a way of life.
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Don't ag‘pﬂﬁ.uﬁﬁnﬁm&-lﬁt:mag
I_’F o ot il i

wMMuﬁm—mMntMet
fanily faming in this country, smd comcerned wWith the socidl aspocts
of rural living?

It seoms to me such a group would help balance the present advisory
groups you have  interested primerily in the material aspects
of comsercial agriculiwe, as necessary as that is today,

I have always been Lmpressed with the construciive interest and influ-
snce exerted by many of our leading church | in problums of rural
living, so I sugcost such vepresentatives t comrise the nuelepius
of the type of committee I feal is nceded.

I am afraid many swall American famsers, unsble 10 pay their owmn

expenses 1o various advisery committee meetings even if they were in=

vited, foel rather "left cut” of the present committees offering you

advice and counsel. Porhaps such family farwers would feel more proper

attention was being ziven their wellebeing, howewer, ii yow advisars

Farming end Rural Ii: '
as

. g
i

desimated
ving, and comprised of pople of high moral puip
recognize farming as a vay of 1ife as well as a way of making a living,

If I may presume 0 suguest membership on such & commitiee, I would arge
thet you include represemtatives of the Natlonsl Council of Churches of
Christ in the U.S.A., the Natlonal Catbolic Rural Life Comferemnce, the
Hationsl latheren Couneil, the Baptist Joimt Commitiee on Publie Affairs,

¥
E
E
E
£
§
J
:
]

I would appreciate your reaction to ereating such a committee ifrom among
people who have devoted thelr lives and careers Lo bmproving rural
living standards for America‘'s farm femilies,

M'

Hubert H. Bumphrey
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NATIGNAL COUNCIL OF THE CWURCHES OF CHRIST
in the United States of America

Rev. Barl Frederick Adams, Oeneral Director
June 12, 1983

The Honorable Hubert H, Humphrey
United States Senate

VWashington, D. C.

Dear Senator Humphrey!

We have just received in the Washington Office of the
National Couneil of Churches your letter of June 9, addressed to
Bishop William C, Martin, president of the National Couneil,

I am forwarding your letter today to Bishop Martin in
rm,mumawdmmmmmmrerm
5, addressed to Secretary Ezra T. Benson of the Department of
Agriculture,

¥hile I cannot speak officially either for Bishop Martin
or the National Cowncil of Churches, 1 want to express my personal
somrendation for your concern for the average family farmer, and I
believe that your suggestion for an advisory committee is most
constyuctive, I am sure that the National Counecil of Churches
would be happy to cooperate if such a committee should be estab-
lished by the Department of Agri-ulture.

While T am writing I would like to commend you for nu-
merous bills which you have recently introduced into the Congress,
mmmmm'ummmmumxmw
to indlude ministers, educators « In fact, the list of bills
ﬂmmminmﬂ'inm!ncmuunumthcm
session are a real tribute to your constant concern for justice,
mnwmmnnm.mydmmmm
conscience.

Please call on our office whenever we can be of service.
Youws sincerely,
Ee F, Adame
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NATIONAL GRANGE
f_ Patrons of Hushandry
! June 15, 1953
Hubert H, ]
Senate Office Bldg,
ll.ahinm, D, C,
¥y dear Senator '{Imphrqa

Thank you sincerely for thinkins of us as you did in
sending a copy o,{t'yo rhtmomeStoﬂuSOmtrydlmam.

#'w read that copy of your letter very earefully and find
much in it that fam %o be constructive,

economic problem of our " _ farmers" (those who market
a rather : portion of their preduction at least), I'm simply
mumﬂmnmmhummummmm

wtommthnnmtorhammmwdmmw
ordiwmetth-hckarmhmomuu.

on of this Family Famming and
good one in my opini and although

|
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NATIONAL FARVERS UNION
June 15, 1983

Honorable lubert H. Humphrey

Senate Office Building
mm, D. Ce

Dear Senator Humphrey:

mmrwmmawormm91ﬁmwmm
mmmawmntofmuﬂlcweﬂthﬁmMnyanmdmul
life, I concur heartily in your suggestion,

We need continually to put the preservation and strengthening of the family
farm in the forefront of our consideration and discussion of farm policies, In
my opinion, every farm policy should be designed to faver the development and
improvement of adequate family farms,

As you know I have continuously urged of Agriculture officials
and the Congress to use the effect upon work farm people on family farms as
mmuumormmurmmnunmm.

kﬂythhmrlmhhutnry&nmursinﬂhutonmimomm
Farm Policy Review initiated by his predecessor. I am gratified to note that
mponayminmornf-ﬁunmtﬁctmaummru
disevssion is to be contimued. However, major emphasis is not being placed
on the famil: farm. In spite of this drawback National Farmers Union is
cooperating in the conduct of this egtension of the farm policy review because
nfulitgiwsmmmdmﬁw.tyhmmtpﬂnciphinfan
poliey formulation,

Establishment of a Family Farm and Rural Life Advisory Committee shch as
you have suggested would help insure that the social and ecomomic valuss of
the family farm pattern of American agriculture would be tly
cmlﬁoﬂdinmthanﬂmmofnnmmyﬂntwmuﬁium
in the Department. I hope Secretary Bengon thinks well of your suggestion and
that he will act favorably upon it, Certainly family farming is as worthy of
special consideration as are the different commodity problems for which
advisory committees have already been established,

mrmw:ommwmomhmmnmnmﬁmarthewk
mhandommdtmnpmmm#minhmrof-humng and
iwwgmormmﬂutmmhuwmtwmuhﬂdm
in cooperation with Congress and the Department of Agricu ture, T am partice
ularly gratified by the way you are fi legislative attention on the very
great importance of effectively using abundant 1, S. farm production to
support and strengthen our foreipn policy efforts to stop and roll back
Wo’lﬁuam commmnism, When the opportunity presents itself I

3
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to give U, 8. food and

14 .

. _Ifulnﬂduplythnuamuon

James G, Patton
National Farmers Union

Sinm,
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The Honorable Ezwra T, Benson
The Secretary of Agrienlture
Washington, D, C, ;

Dear Mr. Benson:

To my attention has cone a letter addressed to you from Senator Hubsrt
- He Humphrey of Winnesota, dated June %, 1953 in which Senmator

mmtowmumoraw.dﬁmwmtmmm
Farming and Ru Living,

his letter, the Senator suggests certain organizations whose

lon mwmmmmmummmtm
for representation on such an advisory committee,

Since he included in this list, the National Cowncil off Agricultural
Iife and Labor, ofMIumMm,mmuhcmtuawu
his communication, I am taking the liberty of writing this lstter heartily
to second Senator Humphrey!'s .

I fully share his concern on these matters and his misgivines lest the
necessary pre-occupation of the Department of immmn with

commodity problems may lead to overlooking of many important values in family
mniubcctuagoodlndﬂldm‘yofnh.

May I urge you to give serious consideration to the Senator's proposal,
. @nd assure yo. of the full cooparation of the Nati-nal Couneil off Agrieultural
ur-mum-uuwmmmﬁmtmummwcm.

Let me add mt:uuu_wummmwm
mertioned in Senator Humphrey's letter, and thoroughly approve of them as
desirable participants in such a commi *

Cordially yours,

Shirley E, Creene



BAPTIST JOINT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC AFFAIRS
1626 Sixteenth Street, N. W,, Washington 9, D. C.
June 18, 1553
The Honorable Hubert H. Humphrey

Senate Office Building
Washington 25’ De Co

M,MW“WWMMM_,_JW I
“hmmmm mmmww §4° mm M MM
MWMM y .mm mhm
Mummm mm M mu m

wmmmMmmummmﬂmmwuu

My dear Senator Humphrey:

:
¢



June 22, 1993

William C. Martin

copY

-

mmmm 4 5 buw
:mm
mmw Mmmm m
m mmmmwm
3 m_ m i
mmm«m uum 3 mnmmm

B
y mmw wm ft

United States Senate
'Dtco
My dear Senator Humphrey:
:canl.thoumm.
With every good wish, I am

William C, Martin
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