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Food , not bul le ts , has struck freedom's most potent blow 

against Communism in Europe , Senator Hubert H. Humphrey decla red Sunday. 

America 1 s gesture of sharing it s abundance by shi pping f ood 

to hungry Germans has crea ed a greater cra ck in t he I ron Curtain and 

caused more trouble for the Kremlin t han all the threats of military 

destruction have se emed to accomplish, Senator Humphrey ecla red in 

ad.dress i ng a .~ras e ca County Fa r mers Picnic and ~ally at Clear Lake 

Park in vase ca . 

"Hope , not fear , is democra cy's gr eatest 1eapon in the world 

struggle f or surviva l of freedom", Senator Humphreys i d . 11 For people 

a l ready living in a constant a t mosphere of fear and oppression behind 

the Iron Curtain, even the threat of the ma s s ed milita ry might of the 

fre e world hold s litt le addi t i onal terror. If you ar e a lready starving , 

you don 1 t worry too much about \·That an atom bomb mi ght do. But le t a 

glimmer of new hope seep into that atmosphere of fear, let it be lcnown 

that the fre e 1.;orld is as concerned vii th full stoma chs as it i s with full 

cartridge belts -- then you a re going over the heads of the ruthless 

Kreml i n dictators a nd stirring resistance among the people themselves 

behind the Iron Cur tain , the kind of resistance and rebell ion exempli­

f i ed so dr matice l ly recently in East Berlin ." 

Senator Humphrey said democre cy must make the utmost use of 

bot 1 military might and Christian human kindness in it s \var on Communism 

- - 11 the kind af might the Kremlin bosses under stan d. and r espect , and t he 

kind of humanitarian concern the people themsel ves ca n understand and 

respect . 11 
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11 l e need to push firmly ahead in both directions - mobilizing 

our strength to throw fear into Communist rulers, but at the s me time 

offering hope instead of f ear to t he people t hemselves," Sena tor 

Humphrey said. 

Such hope is nO\'l being dramati ca lly exemplifie d by 11 t h e mera 

pittance of fo od" made ava ilable f or di stribution in Berlin, according to 

Senator Humphrey 1 ·Hho has vigorously pushed use of · America 1 s food 

a bund nee in support of our f oreign policy throughout the session of 

Congr ess just re ce ssed nd voiced the first demand in the Senate tha t 

America exploi t the German hunger r iots by off ers of food . 

Sena tor Humphrey declar ed the r ol e food could play in 

strengthening America 's hands in forei gn r elations emphasized the need 

for regarding our farm abundance a s 11 a rea l blessing , not just a heada che . 11 

11~f is time we quit compl a iniCing about having too much, and 

s topped to think hOi·l much v1orse off we would be if we had too little, 11 

Sena tor Humphrey said. 

11 It is time we quit t rying t o make it appear t hat the f armer 

had performed some di s service f or the nation by providing us with an era 

of pl enty , and real ized once and for all the gr ea t contributions of 

agriculture t o our national strength and se curity." 

He recalled hovr fo -,mer REA Administra tor Cl aude 'liclre.rd had 

originated the slogan 11 Food \ ill in the liar nd ·rite the Pea ce" ba ck 

near the start of \'lor l d \Jar II . 

11 We l earned hoiv i mportant our f ood abundance nd our foo d 

reserves were towar d winning t he war - we were t hankful t o have such 

abundan ce t hen. But 1e seem 70 f orget the r ole fo o abundance ca n a nd 

is playing in the mor e di ~ficult task of restoring peace t o the orld . 

: e need t o turn back t o that slogan , and remember that Food Ca n in 

the Feace . 11 
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Vor t ha t rea son , Sena tor Humphrey emphasized , every America n 
has a s t ake in pro t ec ting the a bility and prosper ity of our a gricultura l 
economy and s eeing t hat t he cur rent dowmvard plunge of farm prices is 
ha l t e • 

11 I f steel pl a nt s , pl a ne f a.ctor i es , munit i ons makers: a r e ca lled 
upon to provi d e u s with t..reapons of r<~ar , t he na tion make e sure they are 
pa i d fairly , and risk no per sonal loss . that about the f a r mer? Just 
be cause he produces a li t t l e more t han \•Ie mi gh t i mmediately hav e a good 
mar ke t f or in hi s determina tion to a s sure t h e country of abun ance , 
must h e be pena l i zed? l ust h e absorb alone , out of his own pock et book, 
the cost of making sure ·Je have enough fo od a nd f iber? That i s hat 
i s happening today ." 

Sena tor Humphrey deplor ed i·h t he t ermed 11 t h e f a i lure of many 
i n high pl a ces t o stand up and f i ::h t 11 f or agri cul t ur e ' s prote cti on agai nst 
the i nr o ds of f orces s:eek i ng t o exploi t f a r mer s f or t he per sonal pro ~ it 

of spe cul a t or s , reg r dl e ss of t h consequences t o t h e entire economy 
a nd strength of the nat ion . 

He outl i ned hi s ovm effort s in t h e Congr es s t o a s sur e continua­
tion of price pr ot ection , to extend it to other cr op s nd pr oducts , a nd 
t o seek ne T ou t lets r a ther ~an be compelled t o invoke cur bs on 
production . 
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Need for adequate food and fiber reserves to protect th• -~ +;on 

against nature's hazards and uther uncertainties of agri culture will be 

discussed by Senator Hubert H.Humphrey Saturday ni ght at the Martin 

County air at Fairmont . 

Senator Humphrey vdll discuss t he i mport ance t o consume rs as well 

as farmers of safe 11 stockpil es11 in the nation 's food lifelines, with 

adequat e and proper storage facilities and the incentive of fair returns 

to assure abundant pro duction. 

Senator Humphrey ins~ts that our agricultural abundance is part 

of our national strength , and that farmers should be rewarded instead 

of penaliz ed for creating a land of plenty. 

Senator Humphrey will be guest at a dinner given by the fair 

board, then speak to t he grandstand crowd prior to the evening's entertain-

me t at the fai ro He will also r eport on far.m legislation considered during 

the r ecent session of Congress. 
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Russiat s concern over l ew f arm p:-cduct i on should emphasize for the .American 

pe0ple "the full signifi cance of ou:r· bless L.11.g s of abu.ndancen 1 Senator Hubert H. 
Humphrey declared Saturdey n :t ght in addr essL'rl.g t..1.e Martin County Fai; at Fairmont. 

Two significant news di sp atches of the past week should "drive home & lea-

son" for all of us tc " ~;p1.l.t worr-y1n.g about surplus production and give thanks we 

}"ave it, 11 Senator H-tt11phrey declared . He said thes e dispatches were a 

1 ., Russ t. ,z1 Pr emier Malookov'? s announuErnent that 11 drastio measures" are 

to be taken to L'1crease p ·0dt:.ct ion of fo od by increasing rewards to fanners • 

2., The U o S& Dep ar·tment of Corn:merce announcement that the United States 

has passed thu 160 million mark in its pc,pulationc. an increase of 8 J868 .,000 since 
the April 1950 census ~ 

"Russia's open wor ry about failure of farm production confirms our belief 

that the Achilles heel in the Ru ssian systan may be its agriculture," Senator 
Humphrey said. "Instead of being worried about surplus food here in .America, we 
should be taking off cur hats to the .Amer ic a.11. farmers for creating a land of plentyo 

"We are going to need abundant producti un to keep pace 'V!i ~ th our growing 
population<~ The new figures announced by the Department of Commerce shows our 

population is increasing at th e rate of 12 each second,, 300 each hour; 2, 700 ;000 

each year r. That~ s a lot o f nevi" mouths tu feed~ 11 

"We don't worry about having a ~ surp] •:;.s > of tanks ; guns 1 planes~ and cri ti-
r:a:~ materials needed to prodt!Ce thEm : " Sd'llato~ Humphrey said "We just hope we 
cen maintain a sur plus -- k eep ahead of the Russians a" 

He called attenti on tu ani.-ther Russian nnncuncement that the Soviet now 
possessed the H-bamb ~ 

11We would feel mighty insecure if vre didn ?t feel we were ahead of the Rus-
sians in atcmic dev elopment c and had a sur plus 0f A·-bambs or H-bombs on hand for 

any eventualit-y11
, Senator Hi!Jiph!-ey s aid~ '!We sho ·~d feel the same way about our 

food reserYes -- .and be thankful ou::- fann ers ha1·e produced :in an ·abundance no other 
cm.rotry can eq.J. al. 

'l'lJ!Ihile others are concerned with hunger r our challenge now is learning to 
}ive >'lith that abundance-·· · to make the ful1.cat and wisest use of agriculture's 

abJ.lity to produce " 

"We should \..hdn~ ~d ~ha+ hnerica~ s farmers have more than kept pace with 

c•ur p •)pt:l ation and kept ~ay f'rom our doo::-s the kind of food shortages that have 



created htmger ... ::d chronic starvation in many parts of the world. 

"It is a reflection upon our wisdom that we permit need to exist in the 
midst of plenty} that we do not find a way ""~~ ~akc. sure everyone has the oppor\Unity 
to obtain the essentials of a heal thy diet, as long a.s we ho.ve anple food to pro-
vide it." 

Farmers. Senator Humphrey said: should "be rewarded, instead of penalized, 

for creating a land of ploo.ty" c. 

That can be achieved, he insisted_, by focusing cur attmtion on ways or 
"bringing our food abwdance within closer reach of low income t'emilies most 

urgently needing improV&d nutrition" r and exploring possibilities of greater uae 
of food instead of gws in 11 our fight for freedom abroad'' o Such tvlin approaches 
on the domestic and international "food fronts" ~ Sm ator H\lllphrey said, could 

"develop adequate outlets for America's motmting f!ll'lll production and avoid the 

government being canpelled to ask farmers to turn off their know-how and curtail 
their ability and desire to produce in abundance things people need and want"• 

"If .Americans want assurances of adequate food for gEnerations to cane, 
they should be concerned now with seeing that opportunities for fair reward are 
continued in o.griculture ...... and that farmers share justly and equally with othm­
segmmts of the economy in return for their toil and inves12nent. 11 

Senator Humphrey described the Martin Cotmty Fair a.s a 11reo.l show windOII' 
of Minnesota's agricultural wealth",. and exemplified the kind of productive 

ability that should be E!lCouraged rather ihan curtailed. 
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Natur e? s h o.zards ar.pb.a sizB th e nec essity for maintaining adequate reserves 
~ f food ond f i b c:t:< "!.rt the r. :.1ticn c s stockpile a foit protection cf our economic stn-
bi lity ond the lifeF e of v'..U:' f cod s upply, Scnat.')Z" Hubez-t Ho Humphrey warned 
fhnday i.."1. tw add:J.~ e s seB bei'c•re the Meeker =-•Kandiyohi CO'~ty FD.J.-mers Union Picnio at 
Di a"t.ond Lake Corr., .u .. 1 i ty Pa-:1c •l.nd the P :>p e·., ~'v'lift Co rn.ty Farmers Union Picnic at 

S.torbucko 

A.':ll.eri oa Ill."..:tst never forget ~ Sa:1 ato;:- H•...trr!.p~'lrey said 9 
11how slim the mo.rgin con 

bo between too mu.0h and t oo li ttl e 11 
0 

111JV'enther a."1.d disease •·· an vrlpe o·.lt t:-r cps ove!'night 9 turning us suddenly from 
:)Ver-abu::1dance to s oarcity 11 r Sanatur Hu:nphrey declared calling attention to the 
r ecent examples c:·f wheat stan rust that h a:5 d~ aaticaJ.ly :<ecl:!ced the durum ·wheat 
c::--':>p o:-00. adverse weather condit :!.o!ls .;; f t oo much r ainfall t .. '1.o.t have hondicopped 
fanners in many areas o 

11D:-outh in t _ :J aouth 9 floV'c1s in MinneS')ta. •• ond ot'ttbrenks <',f stem rust m 
mony wh eat o.:cen.s shoJ.lJ -~· t..:la.ticall~v remind us ...,f the ever ... present uncerto.inties of 
ag-.dculture beyo:1d contr ol , f the fru:m or, 11 Smator HUU1phr ey declared -: "For the 
proteot ion ~..~ f t.'l-le entire n.ution 9 we need t; ;, plm :rn pr.)"il!o:ing more thon might be 
n eeded in any •me yeo.r t::> mo.."<e sm·e we have S'Jl ough n.11d never too littJ.e 0 

"But to do -'vimt,, a.griav,:!.ture i s e:atitled tv prutectio!l against depressed pr-i ces such abu':ldon'~ producti on oometimes bri ngs the dopressed prices we are n-:.n·; exp erient:>:in g 

''Fanners ol n:l e sho·..lld not have ·t o bear the cost und bu-rden of assuring cur na+..·i aa. c•f an a.dequ~te foo d s uppl y at all times " go.}d weather cr badr formers alone sh01.,."l d not have ·b;) pay c1.~t C•f their pocket s to keep our stockpiles full of food o..'1d. fiber so essential ·1;.:) the no.ti on ~ s eoonarrr' c strength and seourity 0 " That is why gcvornmant fa."·:.n p:.~cgroms ore f::>l' the benefit of a.ll the peOple and not ~ust farmers" Si;!Tlo:tor Humphrey declo.red0 

"It ~. s time we r ecogni zed the wisd<t!l. c:f k eeping s afa reserves on hand at oll times (> ond qu ' t wa:-rying so much abe t t over-p ~~ oduction; 11 Senator Hun.phrey snidQ "It :i.s t:ime we pr"Dv.'t.ded better st~rage f'aci B .ties ..__ ond m·')re of them ...... t ·) pre­vent waste ond detE>.r1.crat ionc pr0t e.-; ting uur fo od r eserves so they can be a·mil"" oble when they are neededo 
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