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You can i » Mi ota's farmers are seriously

conocerned about whet is happening to our agricultural economys They

are concerned about what is going to be dome to protect thet beonomy,
and what is going Yo heppen to the farm programs that have built the
gtrength in thet economy during the past decads, 1 knowl I have talked
to and with at least 100,000 farmers since Congress took its recess

et the start of August,

I have made it my business to go out emong the farmers,
and hear what they have to say. I have visited more than 75 rural
communities and farm trading cermters in Minnesota, talking with
businessmen as well as farmers. Make no mistake about it «= the
Mein Street merchants are just as insistent as farmers that Congress
ond this period of confusion and uncertainty by extending eand improving
the farm price support progrem at adequately high levels at the forthe

caming session of Congress.
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Talk a@ P%leﬂbh supports” is being

net wiﬁh soorn by farmers who know it is just a fancy way of saying,
*let's toss agrioulbure to the wolves once more's It's happemed too
often in the past. ve're not going to let it happen again, We can't
let it happen e= for the sake of the entire economy not just for the
sake of agrioulture alone,

The farmer's outery is beginning to make itself heard,
Those of us who have beem raising our voices in behalf of the farmers's
plight in the present costeprice squeeze ever since last Jamuary are glad
to see that at least even Seerctary of /‘griculture Benson seams to be
showing a little concern == at least politiocal concern, But it will

take more than nice words to stabilize our markets., It will teke

construetive action, and positive evidence thaet the Administration is
really concerned with farmers = not with food speculators end brolkers,

That evidence is yet to be produced, as far as I em concerned.
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