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From the Office of FOR RELEASE
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey Wednesday P.M.
429 Nicollet Hotel September 9, 1953
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Conservetion of our natural resources =- our heritage of land, water, timber
and minerals =- is the immediate and long~range responsibility of the entire nation,
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey declared today (Wednesday, September 9) in addressing the
Tri~County Jonservation Day program at the Horrisberger farm near LeSueur, Minnesota.

"Our great natural resources must not only be conserved, but also replenished,”
Senator Humphrey said., "Ever-increasing demands are being made upon the American
economy. The fertility of our soll, the proper use of our water reswurces, the avail~
ability of minerals, the care of forests and methodical reforestation may well deter-
mine whether or not America can sustain her position of world leadership.

"The cold war, the demands of an increased population, and the requirements
of a higher standard pf living all spell out the importance of sound and constructive
conservation policies and programs,"

If America's per capita food consumption is to be maintained for its rapidly
expanding population, it will require the increased production equivalent to finding
and farming another 100,000,000 acres of cropland by 1975, Senator Humphrey warned.

"When our forefathers in this country were confronted with an increase in
population, they had no worries," Senator Humphrey said, "They simply moved on to new
frontiers. They opened up rich, verdant fields which gave abundantly to feed the
national family., If we were in the enviable position of our pioneer forebears, we'ld
have no problem to tax our national technical, economic, and governmental ingenuity,
We could get all the food we will need by 1975 by finding and farming another 100
million acres of eropland. That's an amount equal to the entire present cropland of
Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, and Ohio. That's the amount we would need."

But such new land is no longer available, Senator Humphrey said., "We have
used up our land frontiers =~ there are no more."

"There are other frontiers, however, in the realm of research =- and in the
realm of how well we take care of the soil that is ours," he added, "If we must feed
the 200 million population estimated for 1975 off the same acres we are farming today,
we'lre going to need inereased emphasis upon well-balanced conservation farming, and a
continuing effort to maintain our conservation.

"We're going to need greater attention to research, We're going to be compelled
to make more and better use of proper crop rotation, tgreen manure: programs, grass
waterways, and other sound long=-ronge conservation practices designed to best fit each
loeality, and cach type of farming. We're going to need a sound farm economy, with fair
prices which enable the farmer to produce by modern methods, to take advantage of the
new discoveries of research, and to wisely follow a sound pattern of permanent conserva-
tion farming instead of being compelled Iy sheer economic necessity to ruthlessly mine
his soil for survival, regardless of the consequence in the years ahead."

Loonlly-organized soil conservation districts, Senator Humphrey said, "ecan and
must lead the way to a greater era of conservation farming'" so necessary to the nation's
future lifeline of food and fiber.

"City folks must learn their own vital stake in such conservation work, and
lond every encouragement to farmers trying to protect the nation'!s future security by
being wise custodians of thc productivity of our existing farm lands,"
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