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If government aid to a gricult ure is a "subsidy", then .AJnerica's great free 

enterprise business economy is f a r more "subsidized" than the f armers, Senator 

Hubert H. Humphrey declared yesterday (Saturday, September 19) in addresses at two 

annual community celebrations in northern Minnesota. 

Speaking at Ki ttson county's annual "Potat o Day" in Karlstad at noon and 

later at the Polk County "Barley Day" festivities in Mcintosh during the evening, 

Senator Humphrey quoted from an official analysis r e lea sed by the Bureau of the 

Budget to show tho.t business, not agricuhure, collec·t;s the heavi est share of 

government 11 subsidies 11
• 

"It may come as a surprise to many, but almost every economic group in 

our country receives some specia l aid from the Federal government, paid out of 

general tax revenues, 11 Senator Humphrey sa id. 

"Here 1 s a breakdown of what it costs the government to provide each of 

our major economic groups with these 1o.ids and special services', as listed in 

official r e ports of the Budget of the United states Government: 

11Agriculture: $463 million actual in 1952; $547 million estimated in 1953; 

and two billion, 857 million for a f ive-year total from 1949 through 1953. 

"Business: One billion 41 million actual in 1952; one billion 18 million 

estimated in 1953; and 4 billion, 430 million for the five-year total . 

"Labor: $200 million o.otua l in 1952; ~p206 million estimo.ted in 1953; 

and one billion 6 million for the fi v e ·-year total. 

"You h ear lots of public discussion about subsidy to o.griculture, but very 

little about subsidy to th e business world, Yet the Administration's own figures 

show twice as much subsidy going to business o.s going to the farmer, and four times 

as much as going to labor. 

"-P.nd ev en that doesn't tell t he full story: the Budgc:~t points out that 

business grou ps r e ce ive other special benef its for which Federal funds a re not 

exp9nd'3•.! . Businesses, for example, have bonc:~fitt ed from special tax exemptions, 

a0celer atod amortizati on~ depleti on allowo.n ces , e xamptions from income taxes, 

t ariff pr o-tection, and other aids," S enator Humphrey decla r ed . 

All such subsidies) Ser.Lator Humphrey o.dded , "can only be j usti f i ed to the 

extent they serve the pub He i :n"t;ere ;st ". 

"For that reason fa rmers havtl ev ery right to share in government protection 

and government atJ~istau ce wi tho-:.,~t having a finge r of gu i lt pointed at them, as long 

J.s the y fulfill ths .fbod ar..d f'ibc:~r needs oi' the nationr7, Senator linmphrey added . 
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United sta.tes Senator Rubert H. Humphrey wi 11 spend Saturday and Saturday 

evening in northwestern Minnesota.~ participating in two o.nnunl community 

celebro.tions. 

Sena.tor Humphrey will visit Kittson county to address the annual "Potato 

Da.y" gathering a.t Ka.rlsta.d a.t noon, remaining unti 1 mid-afternoon. 

From Karlsto.d hG will go to Mcintosh in Polk County, to spea.k during the 

evening at the o.nnua.l "Ba.rle:r Da.y" festivities. 

The trip is Senator Hunp~u·ey· s Recond visit into the northwestern 

Minnesota counties since his return during ·iJhe rocess ol Oong:..~ess , A few weeks ago 

he addressed the Glea.rwo.ter and Red I.a.ka cour..ti.aa jo1nt Farn:ers Unior. ptcnic nt 

Gonvick, and then spoke la.ter the sa.me dny at Detroit La.ke'i in Becker county. 
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