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• 

11 It may come as a surprise to many, but almost every economic group in 

our country receives some special aid from the Federal governn1ent, paid out of 

general tax revenues," Senator Humphrey said. 

11Here' s a breakdown of what it costs the government to provide each of 

our major economic groups with these 'aids and special services', as listed in 

official reports of the Budget of the United states Governn1ent: 

"Agriculturet $463 million actual in 1952; $547 million estimated in 1953; 

and two billion, 857 million for a five-year total from 1949 through 1953. 

"Business t One billion 41 million actual in 1952; one billion 18 million 

estimated in 1953; and 4 billion, 430 million for the five-y ear total. 

"Labor: $200 million actual in 1952; ~p206 million estimated in 1953; 

and one billion 6 million for the five-year total. 

11You hear lots of public discussion about subsidy to agriculture, but very 

little about subsidy to th e business world. Yet the Administration's own figures 

show tw~ce as much subsidy going to business as going to the farmer, and four times 

as much as going to lab0r. 

11And even that doesn't tell the full story: the Budget points out that 

busine ss groups receive other specifltl benef its for which Federal funds are not 

expenc!eJ. Busine::;ses ,, for example, have benefitted from special tax exemptions, 

a0oelerated amcrtiza~ion, depletion allowances, exemptions from income taxes, 

t arif f protection .• and other aids, 11 Seno.t or Humphrey de clared. 

AH such subs:Ldie s, SenG.1~or Hv1mphrey a dded, "can only be justified to the 

extent the y serve the pu1JL.e into!'es t 11 • 

"For -!:;hat reason farmers h o.ve ev11ry ::-i ght to share in govermnent protection 

and goverr.ment asnista..""10e wit:'lout ha vin6 a fi~.1.ge::- o :l:' g·llilt pointe d at them, as long 

as thr.: y :f.'ul!'ill the food a~1.d fibe::- need s of the nation 11
, Senator Hw:np!1rey adcted. 
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