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Secretary of Agriculture Benson is 11 on1y a fi gurehea d 11 for certain big busine s s 

and big banker groups seeking to dominate formulatj on of the nu.ti on's farm policies, 

and undermine farm programs that in the past have provided st~bility in farm marketsD 

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D. Minn.) declared today in an address before the annual 

state convention of the South Dakota Farmers Union. 

"Don't make the mistake of blaming Benson alone for the anti-farmer trend in 

the new Administration's farm policies, 11 Senator Humphrey sa id. 11I'hey are the 

policies of special interest groups dominating the high counsels of the Eisenhower 

Administration, and have the 'green light' of approval fram the White House itself. 

11 Secretary Benson told the National Plowing Matches he has no ?plan' for 

agriculture. Well, that's hardly a secret-- that IS the Benson Plan. 

"The Benson Plan is a do-nothing plan of leaving American agriculture at the 

mercy of speculators under the guise of restoring 'free markets'", Senator Humphrey 

warned. "It 1 s not Benson 1 s plan a lone it is the plan of major financial interests 

calling the shots through the backdoor to the White House today. You're giving Benson 

credit for far more strength than he possesses if you think he is standing up against 

the obvious wave of indignant protest throughout American agriculture -- from 

Republican and Dmocratic farmers alike -- ;vi thout powerful backing behind him in 

the hidden inner councils of the Eisenhower Administration. 

"Secretary Benson is being 'used' as a front for the attack on farm programs 

under the guise of seeking to improve them, acting as a sounding board to create 

confusion and uncertainty within agriculture's ranks and turn city residents against 

farmers by continually emphasizing the 'cost' of farm programs to the -American tax-

payers, instead of telling the truth about the tremendous contribution of these 

programs to our nation 1 s entire economy". 

Republican farm policy is being dominated by "the Chi cage Board of Trade and 

Wall Street", Senator Humphrey charged, with Benson being used "as a naive spokesman 

who can become the sacrificial lamb if necessary before next year's Congressional 

elections". 

Any idea that Benson might be acting ~n his own 11 was dispelled recently when 

President Eisenhower gave him 11his personal blessing" during a conference at 3Jhe 

President's vacation retreat in Colorado, Senator Humphrey said. 

"Just how firm that backing was is reflected by Secretary Benson's subsequent 

action in demoting the only member of his staff who has become sufficiently alarmed 

at falling farm prices to speak out for continued effective price supports -­

Assistant Secretary John H. Davis, who has been ousted as President of the Commodity 

Credit Corporation and given a more innocuous assignment as head of the Fbreign 

Agricultural Service having nothing to say about domestic pride support policies, 11 

Senator Humphrey declared. 

Despite ,;lip service" toward continued protection for agriculture, the 

Administration 11has far from given up" its obvious objective of getting rid of farm 

prioe supports at levels that are effective in stabilizing farm prices, Senator 

Humphrey warned. 
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broke . That word adjustment is jus t a nice, very £ancy sophisticated 
word for saying t hat the re are hard times coming upon some people . 
Well , let me tell you about an adjust ent. 

The farmer ' s shru:>e of t national income in 1953 will be lower 
t han any year since 1932. Tl~t's a Feder al Reserve Board statement . 
o · percentage share of t he national income - you say, well my income 

is way up compared to what i t used to be, but so are other peoples. 
I am talking about yo r relationship to the rest of fu.e economy. 'I'he 
~~rican agricultural share of t he national income in 1953 will be 
lower t han any year since 1932. 

These are signs of the times . This is why when I attended the 
Minne sota s tate Fair that dozens of busines s men out there with t heir 
exhibits came to me and said, " s enator Humphrey, what are you going to 
do about th ese farm prices?" "W t kind of an agricultural pro am 

o you support?n "You're f or 9()7~ of' ftarit y aren't you?" 11 au' re i'or 
ocrt of pari ty aren ' t you?" I said, 'You be_t I am, and I ' ve been there 

for a long time too . I ' m surpri sed you didn ' t knotv . " I ' ve gone up 
and down the highways and by ways of t h is my state of Minnesota and 

s ome part s of South Dakota. , and have tal ked with bankers and with 
r uggis ts and haz•dware dealers , Hi th cai'e owners and novelty store 

owners and they are all concerned. They know . Up i n North Dakota 
ecently t here were a number of little small towns Hhere ·t;he civi c 

d comrr..e rce as sociations all sent resolutions down to the Secretary 
Agr i culture and Congress asking for lOO o of parit y . Businessmen • 

ve walked enough miles beh ind t he drugstore counter to knol-l t hat 
en you don't have it , we don't either . I know w tit takes to keep 

he cash register ringing, and that's be·autiful music when you are in 
business and it ' s ringing, and my it can be quiet ~men i t isn ' t . I t 

P
kes customers - not j ust customers - customers 1dth money in their 
ckets . Customers t hat are sure of' tomorrow. 

One of the reasons my dear friends today t hat t heir business is 
slumpi , and it is, right here in Huron, and it i s right i n Unnea­
polis , i s because t here i s an uncertainty :ln America today. A fear, 
a doubt ; primarily because doubt and uncertainty have been spread 

roughout this land - consciously, by none other t han t he Secretary 
Agriculture and some of hi s- spokesmen, and I d on • t. mind saying so 

uite publicly. His greatest da. ge is t he uncertainty t hat he has 
i ven out by hi s statements . I remember ·che speech in s t . Paul las t 
inter and price supports 1rrere supposed to be disaster insur ce only. 

e ques t ion is , when i~ a disas ter a big enough disaster to get some 
Benson disaster insurance . Tba t ' s t he question . Hoiv disas trous does 
i t have to be . I'm not doubting his integrity. I personally know t he 
man and I think he t s a very f'ine man and of good character . He ust 
doesri ' t agree with what the pronouncements 'ltierc of e i ther political 
party. 

By the way , t his agr i culture sub ject ou .h t not to be partisan . 
I am glad t:hat your Sem tor and Congressman vrere here to dedicate 
themselves to your program. This ought not to be Republican, Democrat 
stui'f . Thi s is economics , t his i s dol lars and cents . When you are a 
Republica..Yl farmer you go just as broke as when you are a Democrat 
farmer you know. Or visa versa . \f.hen you sell your cattle i f you 
live in Minnesota down at south s t . Paul , they don't ask about your 
poli tics, they look at .the cattle . Even t hough the market price may 



be 27. 50 a hundred· I • here to Hager tha t you won 1 t get an average 
of 10¢' a p und when they get through gr ading i t. 1rJhy I ' ve had 
letters f rom our farm people in i:rmesota telling me where they 
have taken in 50 head of cattle , 40 head - I had one from a farmer 
in Hollandale , ~innesota only a few days ago where he took 46 good 
s·teers to market well fed and i n the feeder lot and he ·averaged 16¢' · 
a pound . Boy, he's happy! Oh yeah ! 

~iell now t here is soiOOth ing else that we need to lmow about this 
s i tuation . I ve been talku1g in general terms about what is good 
for the i'ar r is good for mainstr ~e t. I want to s.ay t his - t hat 
I 1 m not here to g1 ve a speech just .for agriculture . No, really - if 
it was just agriculture that was going to be hurt suppose some 
people might say t"lell , so t-vhat ? I t.rouldn' t say that , but some might . 
Why? Because there is only one- fifth of the popula t on in agriculture . 
But my dear friends , what helps agriculture he l ps the whole nation, 
and we are talking when ~'ITe talk about an agricultural progr am, a pro-

r or school teachers too . \fho do you think is going to pay t he 
chool teachers? 'When your .farm prices start to drop _don ' t worry ­

these teachers salaries will c.ome down t. oo , and you too dear superin­
endent . When farm prices start to drop don't orry, lawyers .fees 
i l l come dO\.rn too and doctors .fees will come doen and nobody will 

pay the doctor bi ll . Everybody will be hurt . 

The far er is the biB consumer . The .farmer used more steel last 

U 
ear t h an t-rent into the entire year's output o.f automobiles , and ye t 
y dear .fri ends if there is a little problem i n the auto obile industry 
verybody gets excited. Yet the farmer o.f America used more steel 
ast year than all the automobile manufacturers put together .for their 

- assenger automobile . Farmers used more pe t roleum products last year 
than was used i n any other industry. Why even the prosperity o~ the 
, ioh oi l men depends a rreat deal upon the &~erioan farmer . Farmers 0 sed more ratv rubber last year t han it took to put tired on six million 
ars with a good spare tire 11 tu- boot 11

• So when there is a drop in 
farm inco e there is a drop in rub er workers employment , rubber 
workers ncome , r upber processing plants income . vlhen there is a drop 
i n farm inco!ile there i s a drop n steel ill e ploymen t , up on the 
iron mines o.f northern innesota, a drop all the way down in the pro• 
essi plants of steel . This economy o:r ours is intermeshed, inter• 
oven, i t' s lik~ a web, and when you start to throw i t out of joint 

anyplace you t.b.rov.T it all out of joint . Farmers used more electrical 

~po~er last year t han went into the power needed £or the cities of 
Chicago, Detroit , Balt i more and I ou"'ton combined , and my good friends , 
for every dollar that the government of the United States has loaned 
on REA , and by the way I repeat it ' s a loan at 1a interest, 3.5 year 
loan, no gift ,. no charity, not one dime of charity. For every dollar 
that the government has loaned and t he farmers have invested, , 6 . 00 
has been spent by rarm people for electrical appliances . vfuy do you 
think every hardware store and every radio store in the country has 
a l l the radios and flatirons and electrical motors and ever ything else . 
Because of REA . We didn't used to have it . W~ used to see a big sup­
ply of lantersn. You can go aw~ul broke just selling lanterns . Then 
to underscore what I t ve boen saying let me point this out t;o you. 
Fi.fteen hundred f'actory l>Jorkers were laid o.ff at the Unne apolis 
l'IJ:oline Company the other day and another tractor plant was closed down, 



and the headlines of newspapers carried t his story over and over 
and over again . 

So friends , what we are really talking about then is a very 
basic part of the whole American structure . ow our nation is carr y­
ing tremendous burdens this day. We are responsible for vrorl d l eader­
ship . He are called upon my dear .friends to do great things in helping 
t he underprivileged people s of the world, to help t hem in technological 
and scientif ic manner , to help t hem with food and clothing and medical 
care . Our government is called upon to lead t he free peoples of t he 
world, and when . I say our government , our country our peopl e are called 
upon to do t h s . ~ ow t s canno t be done by a poor country. It can 
only be done by a prosperous country . I have spoken out here t o these 
soil conservation meetings and I have said to some of the that poor 
land means poor people and poor people means a poor America, al l t hose 

[

n sequence. The · only vray we can bear t l e burden of our defense and · 
II ~he only way t hat we can undertake to repay the great investments 

which v.re ma. de in homes around t his nation, in new capital equipment \ 
round t h is nation is t o keep America goi ng ahead, not back . We can't 
e satisfied with ep325, ooo ,ooo,ooo a year national income . We 1 ve got , 

to have , 00,000 1 0001 000 . Why do I say these things? say it because ! 
the .facts are true . \ve are a gro t-ling co try • \Je are a country that 
as tremendous reponsibiliteu, a country that is deep in debt, but not 

d bt that is unmanageable if we kee~ our prosperity where it belongs , 
ur production and our prices • This debt becomes unbearable and i t 
ecomes crushing only when you can ' t pay the interest on the princi ple , 

d every GI t hat owns a home where he and his wi fe and family are now 
oday, will be in trouble ladies and gentlemen if American agricul ture 

is in trouble . Every young business man that start ed on main stre t, 
hat borrowed money to start his business will be in trouble and will 
o to the wa~l if you are in trouble . So I appeal to t is young 
usiness man in partie ar to be on your side , not on the side of the 

farmer but to be on his side so . that he can live , t hat he can go ahead . 

There i s nothing so expensi ve a s a depres s ion ladies and gentlemen -
don't fo r get that . They tel l you that price supports are expensive . 

\ adies and g ntl en , let me tel you some t hi • The amount that your 
\I overnmen:t has spent on price suppor t s vTouldn ' t pay for one year o.f 
Vldepression . It ' s depression that costs money, depressi on and wars are 

what hurt the world . No t prosperity and trying to keep prosperity, 
and all you•ve got to do is to let t hings get out of hand, let the 
price s tructure drop another five points • Farmer and t here will be 
foreclosuresin South Dakota. It*s gone down eight points in nine 
months . Le t it drop f ive points in the next ten months md aee what 
happens out here, and in Minnesota. Therefore I have very little time 
with t hese folks who come out and say .. 110h it ' s goi to work itsel f 
out alright , vie are going to get i t adjusted around . " Adjusted what 
way? tlho is going to get adjusted? I listed to that kind of soothing 
talk too much, and even Hhen yotmger and more gullible, but I am not 
so young now, and I am not at all gullible and I don ' t intend t o listen 
t o it fo r one minute . 

Well, let ' s see what' s underway. I brought so exh bits along 
t ha.t I tho ht you fo l ks t...rould like t o see . I s pent a good deal of 
my time doing rese~~ch work. I h ave a briefcase full of it out in 



-5-

t he car and much of it up here . What do t hey say about price supports 
now? ell, here is what t hey say. Here is an exhibit . r • and !virs. 
Taxpayer, t h is is from the Hinneap ol is Sunday Tribune of t he Sunday 
of August 16 , 1953. Each of you alms a share of t hi s surplus u. s , 
111heat and t hen it goes on down here to say that r-1r . and :!Irs . Taxpayer. 
own ~~ . 00, ''7 . 0 worth of wheat, 6 . 00 worth of corn and ''pl . OO worth 
o:f cotton, and i t points out abou t the p ro bl em of surpluses . rice 
s upports an d surp luses and costs are all tied in together in one big 
editor· al. There it is fo:r:> your exhibit , for your look• now or aft er 
the meeting - a very interest ing article . 

What's t h e impac t of the arti cle . That t hi s p rogram costs too 
much . I f you want tax reduction you can't have t he s e things it says . 
\ ell let me tell you something riends . ou are going to get some tax 
reduction, you are getting t ri t now . fuen your inca e is reduced 
your taxes are reduced . Think that over f or a while . That's no t the 
kind of' tux reduction that you and I lvant , but that• s the kind of tax 

~eduction t Ja t' s been put into effect . The beef feede!"s :i.n Minnesota 
I flave h ad a lot of tax reduction, they've been right out of busi ness . 

What a pity, 1rrhat a shameful tbirlg that that has to happen . There is 
o:rooth ing more important ladies and gen tlemen than tax reduction .... 

come increase . That' s importan t . I f you've got the i ncome you can 
pay the taxes even if they are h i gh , but if you haven't got the income 

ou cru1. 1 t even pay the taxes if they are l ow, and I hope that people 
this audience didn't pay taxes a fevl years ago . I ' not being un-

ind am I? Who d i d? vJho were the income taxpayers? l e didn' t have 
y income . Sure , we pay an income tax now but we only pay it on our 

et , t'lhat ' s left over after you r cos ts . There is no faire r tax in the 
orld t han the income tax . I t m t-rorr ied that some people won·• t be able -

-to pay any this year, and I say to those v.1ho are so concer-ned about 
economy in too gpvernment , be more concerned about the American economy. 

11 that tvashington i s , is a sort of reflection, a facsimile of what 
oes on out here amongst t he great people o:r America . The· economy 
hat we need to keep in balance is your economy , your p ocketbook in 

balance, your books in balance . 1-Jhat's more import an·li than the govern­
ment 's books i n balance . The federal government books would be in 
balance if it were not f or t h e 11orld in \.Jhicll we live . ve •re not 
breaking ourselves spending money on price supp 0rts , we '' re breaking 

·selves spending money on munitions . Eighty•five cents out of every 
axpayers dollar goes for muniti ons . That 's vJhere the money i s g oing, 
ot on price supports. 

fuat are the facts about t his price support business? \-.fell , the 
fact i s that on storable c ommodities instead of the government losing 
money it's made money. On perishable commodities we ' ve lost some money 
before . We've lost money because we didn't have t he right kind of a 
pro am, but I ' 11 tell you this . t isn't rig ht to tall-c about the four 
billion dollars that the vernment has invested in crop s and crop loans 
as a loss . That ' s an inventory . We dcn ' t eall that a loss , a debit, 
we call it an asset . That 1 s 'What .we consider to be part of' our wealt h .. 
part of' our property• and I say to you that these great crop s that are 
in storage and t hese crop loans t hat we have ou t are not losses , t hey 
are investments. Do t he banke rs say t hat it is a loss when you get an 
FHA loan on your home? Oh no , that's g ood business . t • s good busi• 
ness to get an 80 loan on your home , but it 's going to Hreck the 
country if you get a 90% price support loan. Now how do you add that 

up? How many people lrJould be in business long if it were not f or 
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consume r credit . \4hy of oourse we believe i n credi t, and all i t is 
is that t he government of t h e u. s . has extended t h e farmer of America 
Cl'"edi t 'When no one el se wo uld do it . Crop loans to stabi l ize h is 
marke t ,, and I say that had they been able to get t he kind o:f loans 
t h at t hey ought to have gott.en on beef t h at the beef marke t muld.n:! t 
have got ten 1-1her e i t did either . One of th~ reasons t hat the beef 
marlte t went dotvn as fast as it di d i s bec ause a ll f'armers borrowed 
short term money at high rates of i nterest and when that year loan 
c arne in he h ad to sell his beef cattle , and when he had t .o sell his 
beef' cattle he had to sel l them below what he had in them, and the 
more he sol d the lower the price went and e very time they called in a 
loan he had to sell more . Long- term credit a t low rates of interes t 
is pretty important - very important in fact . 

Now my dear frienis they are talking about not giving you the long 
terms and they have already raised t h e interes t~ Isn ' t it interestingl 
The government has got to go out now and t alk 1A> the people about the 

arm progr am, whethe r or not we ought to have 75°'a of parity, or 9fl% 
:f parity. I want to ask you dear frierxl s some t hing .. Di d anyone come 

out and talk to you about the interest rate program? They i n creased 
the wages of money by 30% on one bond issue . vie t re paying higher inter­
at rat e s in the government today than we paid in the last twenty years . 
id you get consul ted,? Did I get consulted as a member· of ongre ss? 

Not a bi t . That was do ne by si.x men t hat me t t ogether one af ternoon. 
hey decided i t . I read the other C..ay Where t he government is going 

U 
o have another bi g l oan of five bill ion dollars , and Hho did it say 

· he S. ecretary of. Treasury . was going to see? Wa s he going to hold henr-
. n gs in I· • nnea.polis to hear farrre rs or bankers? Oh no . He said he had 
o see a few investment bankers in New York and Philadelphia. He had 
o see a few investment bankers - right in too news paper it; said that . 

How many hundreds of mil l i ons of dollars do you think this n ew interest 
olicy has cost the goverrunent this year ? 

D !-1r. FnriMr, your dear N'ives , fellow c i ti ze , nithout ever being 
consulted, the c ongress I speak of now, wi t hout ever the Am:l rican 
public being consulted, your taxpayers debt, your t axpayers responsi­
bility went up $ 300, 000, 000 on interest thi.s year over last year . 
Three hundred mil l ion dollars .. That wi l l give a l ot of price support 

y dear friends . id anybody ever get consulted? I say no , and what 

~ · s more the entire interest rate t h roughout the American economy went 
1 P • So that today if you buy nn automobile the total purchase price 

:runs anyvrhere fr om 5% to 6% ore than it di d before in the total price 
of the car· on i nterest rate s - bec ause of t he increase in int.eres t 
r a t es . l.f you buy a home , because of the new i nterest raten on home 
construct ion, if you were a GI and -v.ranted a three bedroom home at 
~ 13 , 000 before the interes t r a tes went up you got it . l ou for $13, 000 
you get a tvro bedroom home . You better be careful how many children 
you have , I guess t hat ' s what they are saying . Well, I happen to like 
big families and I happen to think that a man ought to be able to have 
a three , four or five bedroom home . I 1m not one or ti1ese t hat f r own 
upon the increase of our popul a tion and growth of fmaily life in t h is 
country . I think i t' s a blessing, and I think vJe ought to gear our 
economy for it . 

Hell, where does this attack come :from on price supports? We ll 
he re is one a ttack t hat I pointed out to you. Telling eve ry taxpayer 
that youtve got ?7 . 00 worth of wheat , $6 .. 00 worth of corn and $1 . 00 

\ 
\ 
I 
i 

I 
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worth of cotton i n storage. ~~ell , I wan t to tell t he editor of' t h is 
p ap e r something. That ' s more wheat , c orn and cotton t h an I ever h ad 
bef'ore , and I ' m gl ad I" ve got i t , and I want to tel.l him s omething 

· else - t here ' s nothing t..rrong in havin i t oi tber . I ' Q. rather h ave 
.14 . 00 worth of whe at, cotton and corn t han to have '1 , 000 worth of 

watered down stoc¥: such as v-s e once had. around in t h i s c ountry . 

ow look at this . 'rhis is Barron's Financial Weekly. Barr on's 
Financial Weekly isn' t read by ever y member of the Farmers Union. 
It ' s a select publication for brokers , high financiers ; inves t ment 
banl-cs, insurance c ompanies and commerc ial banks . It is a limited 
publication. It's one of t he oldest; publ i cations i n America. It is 
the fin~~cial Bitile of big busine s . Ladies and gentlemen, what is 
the front page edi t orial on this magazine for July 27, 1953? Listen -
"The Root of Ev i l " . That ' the f'irst four t- ords in big le tters . he 
next line - "Tho :earroors troubl es s t em f'rom price s pports " ; and then 
down here is the para~~aph that I wish to read you and it's here for r ,0 loo k and for your study. Lis t en to this - TIThe cure f or the pre -

1 ent dile~na of Americ an agricul t ure is th revision and the eventual 

l 
elimination of the present system of price supports" . That' s the 
edicine that ·they' re preparing , first the revision, then the eventual 
liminati on of the present price support system. lihy? This is a tra­

ditional policy of hi finance in this country. Cheap f ood , cheap wages , 
high in•ceres t money for the few . As l ong as remember t h at1 s the po licy 

nd regret to say that a l ot of t ose people are surrounding the 
dministration today. Make no mis t ake about i t . 

( Hr . Benso n isn ' t the only one involved in t his . he p r essure is 
,n th President; of the United ~ tates day by night . The pres sure is on 
th- Congress of the United State s . Hany is the da y t hat circulars have 
como to my office that said that the way to adjust this beef situat i on 
·s - and then they go on and explain. The pric e of b ef is down and 
ou c an r t af'ford to fe ed high price feed to low p r i ce beef s o how do 
ou get byJ Cut the pri ce of feed . How? ake off the p r ice s upports . 

You 've got poor cattle r aisers now., then make the rain farmer poor 'too . 
That ' s their medicine . \!~Jell it ' s not mine I want to tell you , and I 
looked the other day in the paper to see that the Secretary of Agri ­
culture is now considering lo rerlng price supports on barley, oats and 

e and other products . You read it too , but despite all t he pious 
renouncements that came from this pla tf'orm that everything vJas going 
o be alri~Lt, the fact is that the Secretary of Agriculttwe is n ow 

visiting th the Pr esident of tr.e United States · to see what the p r ice 
supports of rye ., barley and oats and other small grains are to be . 
T.tJell I happen to came from a state where we raise a lot of oats, a lo t 
of barley, a lot of rye , flax s.nd soybeans , and I don ' t intend to .stand 
idly by and see this adminis tra ti on lvhich promised 10 7a of' pari ty in 
my state - that ' s what was promised, was there - and not only upon 
the s t orable s but upon all commod ities , perishable and non- perishable . 
I don't intend t o stand idl y by and sec that under. ined • 

.. , o body is going to say , well that Humph rey is sure talking 
politics - well , tlrls i s politics . Commitments were made by Democr ats 
and Republican s alike . Fanners were promised by Democrats and epub• 
lica.ns 1 as t yea:r t hat their farm programs were ·oing to be im.p;r:-oved , 
no t t-Jatered down , and I say right now t hat if the Sec retary o1' Agri­
culture vlOuld talk in an optimistic way instead of a pessimis tic way 
that much of the pri ce structure tr10uld be s tabilized.. de 's s cared the 
living daylights out of every marke t er in the country . This goes on 



-8-

and o n md on . In February in reply to some of us in the Congress 
of the United States, the Secre tary said that Wi thin a :fe1t1 weeks the· 
beef mar·ke t would be stab ilized . Yeah - i t dropped another 15 points 
on pari t y . 

Finally we got disaster relief for Texa s , but we didn *t get any 
lone• ter loans f'o:r' Minnesota e.nd Sout h Dakota, or th Dako ta, vJis .con­
ni n and ova. No , if' there was t he \vill to do sonE t hing about f'arm 
prices as quickly as t here's been the w 11 to do something about banlcers 
interest rates we 1 d have no trouble . I f' there was as much will to do 
sore thing about farm prices as this administrat on h as exemp ified in 
t h e viill to do away w:lth the Federal rrrade Commission inves tigation v.1e 
wouldn't have any trouble . You can get things done that you want to 
get done , do you know t hat folks? Really, it ' s q ui t;e tru e . If you need 
to get up at 8 o'clock in the morning , or six or f ive , you ' ll make it 
if y ou h ave to - if you 1rrant to . Of' course you can sleep til noon you 
now~ ·if you dilly, dally around about it . I say t hat t-t t ever we t ve 
anted to do t..re've been a ble to do and vJe haven ' t worried about the 

No1r1 let ' s talk a 11 ttle b it about i;he cost . Subsidies . I1r . 
hatcher I believe mentione d something about t hi s . I didn ' t ge t all 

of it but I g ot the Budget Bureau, I got t h e Bureau of' the Budget , the 
resident ' s office, to get. me these f'acts . Listen .. busiress from 
9.52 to 19.53. In 19.52 business got one billion fort y .. one million 
oll.ars in subs i dies . ow t r.Iis isn 't what Hubert umphrey says . I 
a reading to you noH from the of'f'i cial report of' the Bureau o:f.' the 
udget of the United States >overnment in its recent Augus t analysis 

of special aids and sc~vic e s to t Americ an economy. ere 1 s the breal{ .. 
down of' what i t cost the government to try and provide each of' our major 

·~conomic group s with these aids and special services· as lis ted in the 
pec ial I'eport . 

· Le t' s start wi t h agr i cul ure f'irst . In 19.52 '463,000 1 000 . hat's 
~ just about t wice as much as it . cost to investigate one senator out in 
u Ne '!rJ 1 e.xico . I n 19.53 '5L~7 , 00 ,000. For tl':¥3 f' ive years f'rom l9L~9 through 

1953, bec ause the appropriaticns mve all been made, the total cost 
ill b e $2, 857 ,000 , 000 f'or American agl ... i culture . This includes every 
ic :- soi l conservation, REA, includes t h e loans , b y the way, that wi l l 
e repaid. Everythi ng that a gric u lture h as gotten f'rom the government . 

NoH l e t ' s take a look at bu i ness . Remember no-vr t hat agriculture 
was i'2, 8.57_, ooo ,ooo i n f' ive y e ars . Busi ness? To simpl ii'y i t , 4 , 430 1 000 , 000 
in .five years . La bor? $1, 60o, ooo, ooo in f'ive years, and you hear a lot 
of public dis cus sion abou t subsidi es to agriculture but very little i s 
said about s ubsidy to the business world , yet the administrat i ons· own 
fi e s sha~ that t wice as much subsidies ~o to business as i s going t o 
t he f'armer . Ye t every day of' the -vmek my dear friends , you are told on 
the radio and through the pres s t hat you are be ng subsidized and no 
.farmer likes to be told that . ¥~ go od .friends a lot of people are being 
subsidized . Every roorchant~ on main street! that has his m il delivered 
to his door is being subsidized . Every time I fly an a irplane the 
a i rline is bei n g subsidized plenty. Every publicatimn like Barron ' s 
Financial Weekly that goes out here - that's subs i di zed . Do you think 
t heyr d pay enough postage to send that throu gh the mails? !uns into 
milli ons and millions of' dollars. Subsidy has been a part of' American 
lif e, Tarif'f' is a kind of' a subsidy. Subsidies are not bad vthen they 



produce resu l ts ,. They ar e good . Subsidies ar e only b d when they a r e 
a spec a l pr ivi l e e t the de t riment of the other sect ions of t he 
ec onomy . 

I am not compla ining b ee n e Amer i can bus ines s has had over 
30, 000 , 000 , 000 wrth of tax certif i cate s quick ,.,,r i t e - offs in thr ee · 

years, ~~ 10 , 000 , 000 , 0 0 a year . I nm g lad they ' ve had it . I belie ve 
in Americ an business . The 1 vo dono a g ood job wi t h what they ' ve had t o 
work ,. th nd they ' ve done n ma nif cent j ob . I run not comp l a i ning 
because wor kers e; et unemp loyment compensation . I k o they need it , 
but I say that it is unfair, it is r eally downri ght trocious to t r y t o 
poin t the finger at American agriculture throug h the taxpayer and ge t­
ti ng the taxpayer alarmed and saying f arme rs are bei g subsidi zed , you 
are paying their bills . Te lling the city workers that pay ,1 . 07 a dozen 
for e Jgs - that's a lot of money for eggs . ~1 . 07 a dozen - saying that 
you re not only paying pl . 07 a dozen but you are liter al l y putting gol d 
br a id on every setting hen . They don ' t l i ke that , nd this i s the way 

at you divide and conquer . 

Now what ' s the answer . The an swer is to take a l ong-rang e look . 
We c anno t legislate in agriculture year by year, and ladies and gentle­
m n I VJarn yo tl that if this Congress merely extends the 90'% price 

rmula for nother ye ar then you have been made a politic a l v i c tim 
bee use th t will just et it over the next congressiona l e l ection , 

nd if t t election oes the way some eo le think it is g oing to go , 
u'll find out wh t hap ens to you a coupl e of year s later . The least 
at should be done is a three year extens on to _e t it by the next 
esidenttal e l ection . 

Let's take t his out of politics - we don't need to ar ue t his out 
6n the stump . ' e 1 ve ot Con ress th t is o n~ to meet in January , in 
fact it ou ht to be me0tinr: now . 1lhnt are we do n back here ? 1'his 

a full time job . I should be back i n Washington and Con roos nnd I 
l ow it and I f el unh ppy every day t hat I am not thero , but some 

ople wFmted 1s to g e t ou t of town . They worked us day and night for 
six weeks from ten in the morning until eleven and t welve at night to 
get out of tovm . They've ot a lot of th .. ngs planning down there . It ' s 
pretty hard to keep up with t hem when you are 1200 mi l es away too, but 
we ' ll be back thor" i n January and e 1 ve go t enoug h time be t w en January 
a next January , and we can even o the who le ye r if 1e have to . We've 
- t enough time to perfect an agriculture progra that ~ill give some 

mblance of security and stability to American agriculture . Is there 
ny business man in the world that can p lan just one year from another ·. 
hy any pub lic utility plans five, ten and fifteen years . Any big in­
ustry p lans from ten to twenty years . They want to know what the market 

trends are going to be , and Mr . Far er you've go v to have the sa.'tle ri ght , 
the same opportunity . 

They say that the problem is surpluses . 11'1/hat a shame l Is this the 
problem before the American people? Not on your life . You know vmat 
the prob lem is in this country? orne people are blind, economi cally 
blind . Let me ive you the answer to surpluses . Lis ten - several 
announcements were made recently wh ich h ve start l ed the ~orld . I men­
tioned one a 'l.ile ago . Mr . Malenkov , pr i me mi nister premier o.f the · 
Soviet nion nnnou es before t he supreme soviet , that ' s the r par lia­
ment, announces that ussia has a hydro en explosion and Ameri c n peop l e 
were in a d_ther . Ever s nee then we 've h d one conf licting statement 
after n other out or Washin ton . The ch rmnn of the Atomic ner gy 
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Commission s ays tha t we've got to spend bi l l ions o f dollars more to · 
protect ours e lves . ~w . ~ ilson of the Secret ar y of Defense says tha t 
they can 't do anything to us in three year s . Just relax . The President 
says, Iflr . ilson you are wro • Somebo y e lse says he 's ri ght . Well 
now, sooner or later we oug ht to g e t to gether on this . Be t hat as i t 
may dear friends, ne thing e know, i t happened, because eight days · 
later the gover nment of. the United St ates confirmed the fac t t hat the 
Sovie t had exploded a hydr ogen explosion, and I am of the opinion that 
they have p l enty of it . So we are fearful, an d justly so, make no mis­
t ake about it . We are living i n a bad world. We ' ve go t to b e strong . 
What was the next announcemen t ? 

The next announcement by Mr . Mal enkov f or the same supr eme soviet, 
th t is their par l iamen t, th t Russ ian agriculture failed t o mee t its 
goal, that Russ ian far m production. is down 251o . Then c ame the announce ­
ment t hat t hey are oing to r evise the whole agri culture nd they are 
_ oing to_ g ive more incentives to farmers, be t ter p l aces and br eak up s ome . 

the collective far ms . Isn ' t it i nteresting ? 11hen the r ussians an­
need that they had the hydro en bomb our rep ly was t hat we've g ot more 

tom bombs, we 've got a stockpile , we ' ve g ot res erv e~ of a t om bombs, we ' re 
ot e.fraid, we've got res~rv es . When Russia announced t hat she h d a 
r rtage of f ood we said , oh gee isn ' t t hat t errible , we 've got too mu ch, 

re worse off than y ou are . Why my good fr ie nds , one of the mAin 
r eas ons that the Soviet Un:l.on hasn 1 t m.arc h n certa in areas of t he world 
is b ec ause it c an ' t f eed itself . Napo l eon said an army marches on its 

mach , and mak no mistake abou t i t Soviet gen er a l s know t h a t too . 
y 're not short of planes , they ' ve got t wo p l anes f or ever y one that 
have my de ar neighbors and I know what I 1m t alkin about, · I 1m on the 
ate Foreign Re l at i ons. Com'nittee . Charl i e Wilson ou ght to know what 
s t a lkinG about , he vt ill if be 1 s down ther e lo1mg enough • . They ' ve got 

o planes for e ver y one t hat vte 1 ve got . They 've got a tom bombs, they ' ve 
got hydrogen exp ls ion , they ' ve g ot technolog ic a l advanc e - t errifi c. Do 

know what they don ' t have? They don 't have a happy pe opl e , they've 
a mi ser ab le people . They don 't have happy farmers and prosp erous -

mer s, they ' ve got poor farmers an d poor l and and poor prices and poor 
reduction . You know w at we ' ve got ? Well, we've had happy f ar mers, new 
arm homes and e l ectricity and tracto,r s and cars and good f arm l and and 
i g production . The die t of the American people is the finest diet in 

the world . We are the only people of the world that go on a diet volun-
. t ily . erybody els e is compelled to , but when we heard t ha t Russia 

a shortage of food our government offici al said, oh you think you ' ve 
trouble , we've got too much . What a pity l 

i ght in the s ame week another announcemen t is made . Had pe ople 
putting some of t ~wse announcement s to ether they wou ldn 't have 

s aid some of tho thinv s they did . The anno uncemen t was made that the 
U. s . po ula tion in the mont h of Au ust 1953 passed the 160,000 , 000 mar k . 
In three ye ars 7t , 0 0 ,000 mor of God ' s re a t es t creat i on , little chil­
dren , were growing in this c ountry . Ther e ' s f amily music all over the 
p l ce, and we ' ve ot a lot of room t o . e ' re no t even ci•owded . Wonderful -
isn ' t it wonderful to know tha t in Ameri ca where fre edom lives , lhere hope 
still is wi th us and opportunlty stil l prevai ls tha t we have more c hildren 
a nd more people so that they c an live this blessed life - 160 , 000 ,000 of 
them . Tha t is an increase of 8 , 868 , 000 since 1950 . It ' s a nat ional ga i n 
in the pas t forty months t hat equals t he total populat ion of I llinois in 
1950 . The popu l at ion by 1960 it is estimat ed wi ll be 175, 000 , 000 --
15 , 000 ,000 more ln the next six years, and it rill be ov er 200 , 000 , 000 
by 1975 . Tow my good friends let 1 s break this down . Every tal l second 
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there 's a new child , th t i s the popul tion increas es by one over the 
de a th rate. Three hundred people every hour while I talk to you we 've 
had 300 more wonderful pers nalities c ome to meric a . Think of it . 
It ' s not my f ult e t her 1 1m h p to say th t we've made our contri­
bution · n our f amily up to four R.nd ·.ve ' re very prou d of them. Think of 
this - 7,2 0 more people every d y , 2 , 700 , 000 more ever y year . So they 
say we've c; ot too much v;hoat huh l Too much corn, too much cotton, too· 
much flax . \\!ell let me g ive you n de a of what you are goi ng · to need . 
If we re to maint a in the pr es ent standard of living for this increased 
popula t i on taking just 22 ¥ears advance now , that ' s not long . I was . 
t hinking just today that just 25 years ago I was on the footb all team at 
Doland , S . D. Gee , it seems just like yesterday . The reas on that I ' m 
thinking about it is tha t young chap from over here at the Pl i nsman 
came to me and said, "Do ou r ememb er last year Senator Humphrey that I 
took your picture wi t h a .footbal l helment on over at Doland" ? Sure, I 
was down there with the Doland football team . Go sh, I felt as young 
almost as they did and yet it ' s 25 years ago . Just like that - it goes 

lot faster when you get older too, a lot faster . 

By 1975 we are going to have 20 ,000 , 000 more hogs in t his co untry 
my g ood friends just to keep up the present standard of pork diet . Now 
t at•s equiv lent to the entire 1950 producti~n of Iowa nd Nebr aska . 

re goin to have to have 10,000,000 more of cattle . That 's equival ent 
to aJ.l the cattle in 1950 in Texas, Oklahoma and Minnesota and we ' ve got 
_ lot of cattle . We ' re going to have to have 8 , 000 , 000 pounds of lamb 

ual to the production of lamb in Montana, Wyoming , Nevada and Utah . 
're goin , to have to have mo re e gs , in other words for every 4 pounds 
meat and 4 quarts of milk and every 4 eggs we're go in to have another 

and ano ther quart of mil and another pound of me t . ou know wha t 
' re go in to have to ave f or cereal era ns? · Je 1 re g o i n . to have to 

ave top land equaling 100 , 000 , 000 .cres . Where ar e you oing to et 
another 100 , 000 , 000 acres in the Uni ted St ates ? It isn 't her e . 1Ve 1ve 

ready plo 1ed up the pasture after we so ld the hors e . It doesn ' t take 
ch pas ture for a tractor . No•; t ' is 100 , 0 0 , 000 crop land is equal to a l l 

~ .... e crop land of Wisc onsin , Illinois , Mi chigan, 1r.lnnesota and Ohio and 
] we produce a lot of crops . Where are we g oing to ge t· that crop l an d . 
We ' re going to have to get it out of bettor s oil conservation~ better 
fertiliz er, better seeds, better r actices . 

Ladies nd gentlemen, the prob lem is not surpluses, the problem 
f ore the American people is how are we g oing to pr·octuce enough . So 

e 've got a surplus this year . Are you sure we' ll have one next year? 
remember \hen we didn ' t produce crops . Do any or you ha e a pipeline 

o heaven? Can you guarantee that next year it is going to rain? Can 
ou tell me that there will be no grasshoppers, no rust? Can you tell 

me that in southwestern Minnesota there will b e no floods? Do you remem­
ber how the corn crop estimate went down? In Ju ly they were saying that 
they were going to have the biggest corn crop in history , and by the time 
the corn crop started to come in you know that a few little things had 
happened in certain parts of the country. Let me t ell you something else 
my dear friends . Three times in the l ast 15 years Amer ican surp l us 
agriculture commodities have saved the day . Pear l Harbor . Who was ready 
to do their job? Ameri can agriculture . !'e had the food and the f ibre 
in the warehouses . V~J Day fter 1945, victory in Europe and in the far 
east ,500,000 ,000 people starvin ::o to death . Easy t arge ts for communi sm 
and faeism . Vho stepped in- 500 , 000 ,000 men , women and babies - the 
American farmer .ri th his wheat , his corn, his co tton , his la r d , his beef, 
our milk , our eggs . ive hundred m· 11 on people are a l ive today ladies 
and gentl emen bec aune the mercy of the A erican people and the compassion 
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of t h e Americ an peop l e , p lus the g ood sen s e of t h e farmers and t h e 
g overnment s a ved t heir lives. 

Kore • In Apri l of 1950 there was bi ll aft e r bi ll up in Cong r e ss, 
and I c an site the rec ord f or you s aying t hat we've got to c ut d own · on 
pr oduct ion, o t too much surp lus . Then c ame June 1950 and my go od f a r m 
friends y ou remember t ha t s ame fall , th t same win t e r, the gove r n en t 
c ame out he re and said yo u better incre se your corn produc tion , we n ee d 
more corn . Why, of course, I remember when it h ap p ened . I g o t the bu l le ­
tin of t he Departme n t of Agr i c ulture r i ght in my office t hat t old yo u t o 
do so . Why we've ot wheat of co urse in stora e . We see t h ese s t ora e 
fac lities around the c ount ry - what ' s v~on with h vi n stora e of wheat? 
L st week on Monda y ni ht in t . u I spoke with the pr odu c tion manager 
of the Twin City Or d inance Plant who t old me t h t every d y 3 , 000 , 000 
r · unds of ammuni tion , 50 c a libre ammuniti n, w s c oming out of t he Twi n 
City Or d nance 1 nt . He says we ' ve .Jot ammuniti on stacked up ther e for 

ocks nd the g ov ernment te l l s us to wor k six days a week , and not only 
t a t b t the overnment is exp ndi n the ordinanc e plant nd ther e is n 't 
ru1y w r . Don't y ou know , we stopped shoo t in y e t wo keep rod uc i ng 
ammuni t ion . · 1hy ? e c use o r c o untry wou ld never feel safe withou t 
s ore h o uses fu ll of a~mun t ion . Ve 1v e pot to have stockpiles of ammuni ­

on s tor age f a c il i ties fi lled with ammunition . 

We l l l et me ask y ou someth ing . How long do you t h i n k an army is 
l ng to fight hungr y? I ow l ong d o you think Americ a is g o ing to be able 

prod uce abundance of industrial products d thout food and fibre . Why 
ese grea t storag e facilities of ours are lik e f ood banks - you ' ve heard 
b lood banks haven ' t you . The Red Cross as ks you t o donate your b l ood 

d I hop e you do , we need the blood in the b l ood banks f or emer g enc ies . 
"hat a crazy s y stem l t would e if every time somebody g ot run over by a 
c ar or hit by a c ar we ' d h ave to go and grub s omebody off t h e street 

d t ap h i m b e c au s e we didn ' t want .any reserve s of b lood. Why it would 
b r idi c ulous wou l dn ' t i t1 but sometimes we hav e emerge n c i es in Ame r i c an 

!
P oduct ion too and s ometimes thing s just don ' t g o r i g ht and we need a 
reserve of good ' and fibre , not only by ourselv e s but the worl d . This 
food and fibre f or the world has helped a lot too in India , akistan , 
all over the world in Greece , Italy, and I want to t e ll you s omething 
f r iends , I w s one of the first in the Congress to p le d with our Presi­
d t to send food to Europe , food to Germany . I was the first in fac t . 

the 8 th day of July I made my last talk . I made seven speec hes on 
e f loor of the en te askin the President to do so , introduced a 

1 
esolution urg ing the use of Ameri c an wh eat , merle n butter . I said 
~end bread and butter , f ood for fr eedom to Germany , and do you know some­
thing ? The food th t we sent to Germany, 45 , 000 tons , c au~ed more tro ub le 
for Commun sm tha n all t he -uns and t anks t ha t we ' ve sent in t he l ast 
three years . 1 11 t e ll you w1 t els e you ca n do . I ' m no exper t but I a t 
l eas t m awake . If you ncrea se the butter d iet of the o l d a g e ass ist an c e 
pe op l e in t h s c ountry, people on o l d ge as sistan c e gett nz less than 
~s o . o o month , an d b elieve me ~ho c n live on t hat I don ' t know . I f 
you' l l increase their b utt er d i e t by a t l eas t 2 ounces a day, and increa se 
the butter diet of t he chil dr en t h t are dependent , the nid to dependent 
c hildren classific at i on , b y 2 ounc es n day , y ou ' l l use up every p ound of 
but t er that you ' ve ot dovm t her e in the g ov ernment war ehouses r i gh t novr 
in one year . ow don ' t you t e l l me tha t the g overnment of the U. s . 
can ' t afford 2 ounces of b utter a day f or 41 million old p eopl e tha t a re 
getting l e ss t han 5 0 . 00 a month . If you wi ll increase the amount o f 
milk protein , of mi lk solids in bread by 2 . 75;!. , if you will increas e it 
just a l ittle over 2-J/4,t of wha t it pres ently has y ou ' l l use up all th e 



dried milk sol ids in this c ountry and have to pr oduce mor e , and we 
found out some thin about bread durin the war years . We found out 
that when you milled the wheA.t it lost s ome of t s mineral s , t hiamin 

nd iron, and so the government of the U. s . passed a l aw and said 
that the bread had to be enr i ched and what are we doing now. We pu t 
chemica ls in the bre d , syntheti c vitam ns in the bread , and ever y time 
you buy a loaf of bread t s ys it ' s enr ched . 

Do you know hov; to re a lly enr ch bre ad? Do you know what recent 
sc once has proven? Th t anima l protein , dried mi l k s olids , that that 
is the best wo.y t o enr ch t he bre o.d and it brings out a l l the m neral s 
and vitamins in t heir fu ll bloom. } ow if ~e just had a li t tle good 
conn on s ense here we ' d simply, instead of saying inject some chemi cals 
i nto the b:t'ead and put in some synthetic vitam ns into the bread, we ' d 
put i n a little more dried milk bec ause the dai ry industry of this 
count r y is important - very i mportant . 

I want to say to peop l e tha t think they are paying high prices for 
od tha t you ou ght to go some other places and see wha t they are pay­
g for f ood . The Ameri can f armer has kep t food coats down in the 
ited States more than in any other country in the world on the fac e · 
the earth . ~ · hy? .Abundance, and pri ce supports have made it possible 

r t at farme r to have abundance . Price supports have made i t possible 
for farmers to produce with a reasonable sec urity and that' s why I stand 
here today pleading for their continuation . I don ' t p l ead for just 

at -..ve 1ve got - tha t ' s a. basic m· nimum - I wish some of you would 
w itfl to me and ask for the bill that I ' ve introduced into the Congress 
w ich asks f or 90 to 100 • I ' ve ot flexibili t y i n my bi l l , but f lex 

not down . ine ty to one hundred per c ent of price supports on al l 
oro.ble commodities and perishables , and I ave the Secretary of Agri ­

culture in t hat bill many way t have price supports . He can have 
per ish ble ri ce sup orts like he h .s for sugar . The sugar c t works . 

· my goodness my dear fr .ends , tho Sugar Act works very well, and 
t ey ' ve s pent more money on the Sug r ct than any other c ommodity b y 

l 
r . Mr . en. son is. interes. t ed in the s u, r business t oo and .. he 1 s a good 

man . The ugar ct works nd you 've ot sugar tha t ' s not too out of 
line n price nd t ho producer of' s u r gets a good pric e . here a re 
many other ways tha t t can be done . The st mp 1 n as once advocated 
by Sena t or Ai tken f or surpl us commod ties t o the people tha t are i n noed . 

- M y ways . We ' re not without ski ll to find out . Listen friends, any 
tion that can find sclent:i..sts t hat c an split the atom ou ht to find 
onomists that can deo. l w th surpluse s without bankrupting the far er . 

Well I want to t hank you f or be i ng such a wonderful and patie t 
udience . This is a very big topic and no one address can properly deal 

with it . I think it can be summarized though to say this . Tnat a nation 
that has an abundance of food and f ibre is a nation that has time for 
other things . Most people in this wo rld have to grove l in the dirt three­
fourths of their time to get enough food to exist upon . We Americ ans 
take it for granted it's there . It ' s t here year in and year out and 
that ' s why we've progressed the way we have , that ' s why we have time to 
send our chi ldren to s chool , we don ' t have to keep t hem all home to grovel 
in the dirt to have enou gh to put on the table . This is why our industry 
moves ahead and why young men and women c a.n come from the farms and go 
to t he factories to keep American industrial power a t a high peak , be -. 
cause we ' ve had modern farm machinery, modern scientific agr cu l ture , 
and you ·know and I know th At there will not be amy modern scientific 
agr icult ure if t he price structure oes to piec es . You can ' t buy high 

.. 
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priced cracker s on low pri ced wheat , you can 't buy high priced corn 
planters and pickers on low pr c ed corn . It 1 s just that simple , and 
you nd I know that the pr ce of a trac t or stays the same practically 
a l l year l ong . The pr ice of a corn p ckor ~ t ays the sruue a l l year long , 
if anything goes up , and if you are goin to be in an economy vhere mo st 
of the pr ices are stable all year l ong except tha t they go up a l ittl e. 
bit, and your prices are cont nuously oing dom or up and down l ike a 
child ' s fever a l l year lon'-' , do you kno1· what 1 s going to happen to you ? 
You are going to go broke, and if you do then soon everybody does . 

Price supports are no t farm legislation . Price supports are l egis ­
lation for the American peop l e and it's just as impor t ant to have a 
stab l e agriculture as it is to have a g ood Air Force , and i t' s just as 
importan t to have a prosperous agriculture ladies and gentlemen, as i t 
is to have a prosperous steel industr y and the American -gover nment ex­
tends billions of dollars of special priv lege s to hffie r i can stee l s o we 
have enough steel output and instead of the price going down goes up and 
up and up . When their cost of production goes up their pri ce goes up 

d I say that it ' s just as i mportant to have a stable agri culture and 
ch more impor t an t in fact , than it is to have a stable do l lar . Oh these 

boys that talk to me about a stable dollar e They say they want a so l id 
dollar . ~ell the last time they .ot to foolin~ around with it to make \ 

s olid it ot so solid and heavy it broke every bank i n the country . ' 
m suspicis ou of these manipul tor s and I ' m goi g t o te ll you something 

right now. You contracted much of your debt with what they cal l cheap 
ollars and f you are go ng toha ve to pay off your deb t with wha t they 

~ 
11 hard dollars you are oin to be hard up . I d · dn 1 t spend se.ven 
ars of my life study ng econom cs and po l l tical sc. enc e t o wake up 
me day to f nd out that the thin s tha t are happenin t o us righ t 
der our o~n oyes cannot be dangerous , indeed they can be dang erous . 

So you go from this conven t lon rith one convic tion, you go from 
ere wi th the convic tion that you as the people , representatives of the 

fPI.~ ople , mus~ make your voice hear d . You ' ve got to speak up , you ' ve got 
LH, not only s peak up f or your se lf but for your ne i ghbor and the small 

own banker and the sma l l town business mru1 , they 're a ll in this toge ther . 
You've got to speak up for the worke r inthe factory t oo , he ' s with you . 
I was at two state AF of L conventions and one CIO convention and they 
all endorsed 100 76 of parity on American agriculture . Didyou kno that? 
They are for you . These working people know that you can ' t have jobs 
u less y ou have some degree of prosperity, and you all know t hat you 

n ' t have prosperity unless t hey have jobs . Some of these people that 
re planning lower price supports have got ulcers - they aren ' t going 
o eat your food , don ' t worry about that . The peop le that you are g oing 
o have to depend upon are the great numbers of people throughout the 
merican communities and don ' t you listen to anybody t hat s ays this 

nation can ' t afford it, because I defy anyone within the r ange of my 
vo i ce or over the range of this radio to prove to me that Ameri can c an 
afford an a riculture price decline . For every doll~r that your overn­
ment pends in price sup~orts to maint ain agr i cultur e ~ 3 . 00 wi ll come 
back in ood bus ness and in revenue , but every time the government of 
the United States fails in its r esponsib i l ity to agriculture not only 
will the gov ernment lose rev enu e tha t it needs, but everybody in Amer ica 
will suffer an i ncome decline and th t •s one thin that we can 't affor d 
at this stage of the arne . ~e 1 re all too deeply committed . So I ask 
you to make your voice he rd to yo ur Congressman and "en tor that have 
spoken to you , they're w th you bu t bac k them up , and I ask you t o mru{ e 
your vo · ce heard to the President , to the Secret ary of gr i culture , to 
the newspapers , to the Chamber of Comn1erco , to t he l abor movemen t, to 
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the paternal and veterans organizations because we 're al l in this to­
et her , every last on e of us in here to ether . 

Fin lly , I ask you to have real faith . The good sense of the 
orlean eopl e is o to preva 1 . ''e ' re not going to permit our-

s e lve s to _)o down t hi s time . No , t oo many of us lived through the · 
l as t one . le 're jus t not oing to let t happe n, and it's within 
your power to see t h t it doe sn ' t happen . You are s h reholders n 
this government , you ar e t x y r s , you are voter s , you a re c it iz ns . 
Whatever you w 1 1 , thy w 11 be one . I t' s up to yo u . I ' m your servar1 t 
and while I repres ent the state of ?annes ota in t he en ate , I als o have 
a vote f or other pe ol le t oo au now. I don ' t just vote f or :Minnesota . 
d 1cn I voted for 90;o of p T>ity n 1949 I voted f or you too and I voted 
for myself . It's u joy to be here and see old f r i nds . I 've ~at to 
run a long now, I 've got to c atch an airplane bac k to ll inneapolis t on i ght 
and t omor row aft ernoon I ' 11 be a t o l av n, .• i nnesota f or a big corn 
pick i ng con test whor e I am t o addr ess a l ar . e r oup of far ers . e rc 
goin t o do busines s, we are goin0 to go t o vork . \ e ' r e ot g oinG to 

t en t o any a libis or any doub le talk , ~J:e' re g oin _:. to as k that pro, r ams 
produ ced, and I for on am 0oin~ to ask t hat the Secretary of Agri-

ulture pr oduce a progr am too . · 

Thi s comi ng bacK to the grass roots t hat ~e're talki ng about , that's 
en done a lot and I ' m all for i t , but I want the Secretary to know 

that the progr am we 've got on the books now c ame from the· grass roots , 
t 1 s why we've got i t . I kn ow. mat the PMA committees have done , I 
w that t hey ' r e elected, I know that t hat ' s democracy in America 
icul ture and I don 1 t have to be reminded in t his ye ar of 1953 that 

_ we ' re goi ng out t o s ee t he farmers . The trouble is t hat t hey are 
.oing out to see the farmers . The trouble is t hey ' re meet i n g the 

1cago Joard of Tr ade and t he V ~ll Str eet banker a l l too oft en , and 
I s ay t o y u t hat if you want to at the truth you better look for it 

__ ~ - look h rd becau s e as the bl ca l admonition s ays , "Seek Ye The 
f!~\jl thn . It isn ' t on the platter , you are o ng t o hav e to seek f or i t 
~ "Ye Shall Free" , and if yo want pro r ams tha t meet your needs 
vou better ask th a t your people be represented in t he hi h counc i ls of 
gov er nment an d t hat t hey be consult ed , no t 1n r.1 nneapols, becaus e the 

avs are not made t here t a her , the l aws nro mado in Washingt on , in 
Congress , and administered from tho apartment of A i c ult ro . here i s 
~~ re you bettor keep our eye and I 'll be there to sec you 7r e. you \VJ 0 down . Thanks a lot . 
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