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Secretary of Agriculture Benson is "only a figurehead" for certain big business
and big banker groups seeking to dominate formulation of the nuticn's farm policies,
and undermine farm programs that in the past have provided stability in farm markets,
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D. Minn,) declared todaey in an eddress before the annual
state convention of the South Dakota Farmers Union.

"Don't make the mistake of blaming Benson alone for the anti-farmer trend in
the new Administration's farm policies," Senator Humphrey said. ®hey are the
policies of special interest groups domineting the high counsels of the Eisenhower
Administration, and have the 'green light' of approval from the White House itself,

"Secretary Benson told the National Plowing Matches>he has no ‘plan' for
agriculture, Well, that's hardly a secret -- that IS the Benson Plan.

"The Benson Plan is a do-nothing plan of leaving American agriculture at the
mercy of speculators under the guise of restoring 'free markets!'", Senator Humphrey
warned. "It's not Benson's plan alone =- it is the plan of major finencial interests
calling the shots through the backdoor to the White House today. You're giving Benson
credit for far more strength than he possesses if you think he 1is standing up against
the obvious wave of indignent protest throughout American agriculture -- from
Republican and Deamocratic farmers alike -- without powerful backing behind him in
the hidden imner councils of the Eisenhower Administration.

"Secretary Benson is being 'used' as a front for the attack on farm programs
under the guise of seeking to improve them, acting as a sounding board to create
confusion and uncertainty within agriculture's ranks and turn city residents against
farmers by contimually emphasizing the 'cost' of farm programs to the American tax-
payers, instead of telling the truth about the tremendous contribution of these
programs to our nation's entire economy'.

Republican farm policy is being dominated by "the Chicago Board of Trade and
Wall Street", Senator Humphrey charged, with Benson being used "as a naive s pokesman

who can become the sacrificial lamb if necessary before next year's Congressional
elections",

Any idea that Benson might be acting "n his own" was dispelled recently when
President Eisenhower gave him "his personal blessing" during a conference at Yhe
President's vacetion retreat in Colorado, Senator Humphrey said.

"Just how firm that backing was is reflected by Secretary Benson's subsequent
ection in demoting the only member of his staff who has become sufficiently alarmed
at falling farm prices to speak out for continued effcctive price supports --

Assistant Secretary John H, Davis, who has been ousted as President of the Commodity

Credit Corporation and given & more innocuous assigmment as head of the Foreign
Agricultural Service having nothing to say about domestic price support policies,"
Senator Humphrey declared,

Despite "lip service" toward continued protection for agriculture, the
Administration "has far from given up" its obvious objective of getting rid of farm
price supports at levels that are effective in stabilizing farm prices, Senator
Humphrey warned.
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Senator Humphrey cpened his speech with some preliminary remarks
about his recent travels covering more than 12,000 miles in Minnesota
aince August 1, visiting more than 100 towns, villages and cities,
farm picnies, fairs, ote,

lle eulogized M, W, Thateher, HManager of G,T.,A, as one of the
greatest leaders in Amerlcan agriculbture, and specifically his oube
standing contribution in the fight for parity.

lle admonished farmers to keep an eye on Congreas and watch
Congressmen for performance.

Mr, Humphrey sald “"Agriculture is the fabric of our history", amd
fﬁgldad, "An economic tailspin aluways starts with agriculture",

‘He conbinued: "Russia's purported possession of the hydrogen
homb has Shrown the Pentagon inteo a new scare and Washington circles
now talking about an additional 20 billion for defense,.

I am sure that we are for adequate defense but few of us can
rehend the meaning of astronomical figures invelving billlons
d what really constitubtes a sulficient amount,

While we worry aboub hydrogen bombs and national deflense, how
ub daa.i.inuu; i‘am prices? low aboub our economic defenses? The
al saamt of U, De defense is economie stability, You know more
about the pmaenﬁ' ‘agricultural decline than L « = begause you are in
s I read about 1% in the papers,

Parity = yea, we had it up to 1952, but it went down hill rapildly
Fartar Hovenﬁaz' 19%

USDA talks about stabilizing prices, What prices?

When farm prices plunged downmward, steel prices went up.

,/ The cost of living is now at the nation's highest peak. The
Jfarmam ghare of the consumers dollar is down %o about %

A fellow from the east recently remarked to me that farmers were
subsidized and wallowing in money, that they had two Cadillacs on every
farm, ete,” I told him "You're not funny -- you're stupid",

(The sbove was BSaken from notes and the following from record,)

Now I wonder what some of these f{olks mean that are talking about
ad justments « you know I hear this word all the time, 1 hear people
say, "Well all we're going through is just an adjustment”". Well that
is a nice word providing that you aren't the one that 1s be ade

Justed, But i you are adjusted cut of your job you're unemployed,
and 1 you are adjusted out of your famm when the note comes due you're
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broke. That word adjustment is Jjust a nice, very fancy sophisticated
word for saying that there are hard times coming upon some people,
Well, let me tell you about an adjustment,

The farmer's share of the national income in 1953 will be lower
than any year since 1932, That's a Federal Reserve Board statement.
Your percentage share of the national income - you say, well my income
is way up compared to what 1t used to be, but so are other peoples,

I am talking about your relationship to the rest of the economy. The
American agricultural share of the national income in 1953 will be
lower than any year s inece 1932,

These are signs of the times, This is why when I attended the
Minnesota State Fair that dozens of business men out there with their
exhiblts came to me and said, "Senator Humphrey, what are you going to
do about these farm prices?" "What kind of an agricultural program

~—~do you support?" "You're for 90% of parity aren't you?" "You're for
DO% of parity aren't you?" I said, "You bet I am, and I've been there
for a long time too, I'm surprised you didn't kmow," I've gone up
and down the highways and by ways of this my state of Minnesota and
some parts of South Dakota, and have talked with bankers and with
rugglsts and hardware dealers, with cafe owners and novelty store
owners and they are all concerned, They know, Up in North Dakota
~recently there were a number of little small towns where the civie
d commerce assoclations all sent resolutions down to the Secretary
Agriculture and Congress asking for 100% of parity, DBusinessmen =
ve wallkked enough miles behind the drugstore counter to know that
en you don't have it, we don't elither. I know what it takes to keep
he ecash register ringing, and that's beautiful music when you are in
business and it's ringing, and my i1t can be quiet when it isn't, It
r—takes cusbomers = not just customers = customers with money in their
:[%Fcketa. Customers that are sure of tomorrow,
|

slumping, and 1t is, right here in Huron, and it is right in Minnea-

polis, is because there is an uncertainty in America today. A fear,

a doubt, primarily because doubt and uncertainty have been spread
. oughout this land - consciously, by none other than the Secretary
\ W Agriculture and some of his spokesmen, and I don't mind saying so
\duite publiely., His greatest damage is the uncertainty that he has
zlven out by his statements, I remember the speech in St, Paul last
uinter and price supports were supposed to be disaster insurance only.
,&he question is, when is a disaster a big enough disaster to get some
Benson disaster insurance. That's the question, How disastrous does
it have to be, I'm not doubting his integrity., I personally know the
man and I think he's a very {ine man and of good character, He just
doesn't agree with what the pronouncements were of either political
party,

One of the reasons my dear friends today that their business is
|

By the way, this agricul bure sub ject ought not to be partisan,
I am glad that your Semator and Congressman were here Lo dedicate
themselves to your program, This ought not to be Republican, Democrat
stuff, This 1s economies, this is dollars and cents. When you are a
Republican farmer you go just as broke as when you are a Democrat
farmer you know, Or visa versa. When you sell your cattle if you
live in Minnesota down at south St. Paul, they don't ask about your
politics, they look at the cattle. I[ven though the market price may
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be 27.50 a hundred I'm here to wager that you won't get an average
of 10¢ a pound when they get through grading it. Why 1've had
letters from our farm people in lMinnesota telling me where they
have taken in 50 head of cattle, /}0 head = I had one from a farmer
in Hollendale, Minnesota only a few days ago where he took Lé good
steers to market well fed and in the feeder lot and he averaged 16¢
a pound., Boy, he's happy! Oh yeah|]

Well now there is something else that we need to lknow aboubt this
situation, I have been talking in general terms about what 1s good
for the farmer is good for mainstreet, I want to say this - that
I'm not here to give a speech just for agriculture, Iio, really - if
it was just agriculture that was going to be hurt I suppose some
people might say well, so what? I wouldn't say that, but some might,
Why? Because there is only one=fifth of the population in agriculture.
But my dear friends, what helps agriculture helps the whole nation,
and we are talking when we talk about an agricultural program, & pro=

~~gram {or school teachers too, Who do you thlnk is going to pay the
" || ldchool teachers? When your farm prices start to drop don't worry -
|| these teachers salaries will come down too, and you too dear superine
tendent., When farm prices start to drop don't worry, lawyers fees
111 come down too and docitors fees will come doen and nobody will
pay the doctor bill, Everybody will be hurt,

The farmer is the big consumer, The farmer used more steel last
f ear than went into the entire year's output of automoblles, and yet
dear friends if there is a little problem in the aubtomoblle industry
verybody gets excited, Yet the farmer of America used more steel
i ast year than all the automobile manufacturers put together for their
assenger automobile, Farmers used more petroleum products last year
than was used in any other industry. Why even the prosperity of the
f==rich oil men depends a great deal upon the American farmer, Farmers
|E§%sed more raw rubber last year than it took to put tired on six million
i‘ ars with a good spare tire "tu~buot". So when there is a drop in
i{ farm income there is a drop in rubber workers employment, rubber
| workers income, rubber processing plants income, When there is a drop
U in farm income there is a drop in steel mill employment, up on the
iron mines of northern lMinnesota, a drop all the way down 1n the pro=
e essing plants of steel, This economy of ours is intermeshed, inter-
\\ yoven, it'e like a web, and when you start to throw 1% out of joint
vﬂanyplace you throw it all out of joint., Farmers used more electrical
‘power last year than went into the power needed for the cities of
Chiecago, Detroit, Baltimore and Houston combined, and my good friends,
for every dollar that the government of the United States has loaned
on REA, and by the way I repeat it's a loan at 2% interest, 35 year
loan, no gift, no charity, not one dime of charity, For every dollar
that the government has loaned and the farmers have invested, 6,00
has been spent by farm people for electrical appliances, Why do you
think every hardware store and every radio store in the country has
all the radios and flatirons and electrical mobors and everything else,
Because of REA., We didn't used to have it, We used to see a big sup=
ply of lantersn., You can go awful broke just selling lanterns, Then
to underscore what I've been saying let me point this out to you,
Fifteen hundred factory workers were lalid off at the lMinneapolis
loline Company the other day and another tractor plant was closed down,

\
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and the headlines of newspapers carried this story over and over
and over again,

So friends, what we are really talking about then iIs a very
basic part of the whole American structure, Now our nation is carry=-
ing Sremendous burdens this day, We are responsible for world leader-
ship. We are called upon my dear friends to do great things in helping
the underprivileged peoples of the world, to help them in technological
and selentific manner, to help them with food and clothing and medlcal
care, Our government is called upon to lead the free peoples of the
world, and when I say our govermnment, our country our people are called
upon to do this, Now this cannot be done by a poor country., It can
only be done by a prospercus country. I have spoken out here to these
soil conservation meetings and I have said to some of them that poor
land means poor people and poor people means a poor America, all those
T:%n sequence, The only way we can bear the burden of our del'ense and
J_ he only way that we can undertake to repay the great investments
Ii which we made in homes around this nation, in new capital equipment
8 ound this nation is to keep America going ahead, not back, We can't
ngﬁ satisfied with $325,000,000,000 a year national income, We've got
to have §,00,000,000,000, Why do I say these things? I say it because
the facts are true, We are a growing country, We are a country that
as tremendous reponsibilites, a country that is deep in debt, but not
debt that 1ls wmanageable if we keep our prosperity where it belongs,
ur production and our prices, This debt becomes unbearable and it
ecomes crushing only when you can't pay the interest on the principle,
d every GI that owns a home where he and his wife and family are now
oday, will be in trouble ladies and gentlemen if American agriculture
is in trouble, Every young business man that started cn main street,
hat borrowed money to start his business will be in trouble and will
o to the wall if you are in trouble, So I appeal to this young
usiness man in particular to be on your side, not on the side of the
farmer but to be on his side so that he can live, that he can go ahead,

|
[
[
2 There is nothing so expensive as a depression ladies and gentlemen =
don't forget that, They tell you that priee supports are expensive.
‘\ hadies and gentlemen, let me tell you something, The amount that your
M overnment has spent on price supports wouldn't pay for one year of
Rm epression, It's depression that costs money, depression and wars are
| (what hurt the world, Not prosperity and trying to keep prosperity,
and all yout've got to do is bto let things get out of hand, let the
“price structure drop another five points !Mr, Farmer and there will be
foreclosuresin South Dakota, It's gone down eight points in nine
montha, Let it drop five points in the next ten months a1 d 3ee whab
happens out here, and in lMinnesota, Therefore I have very little time
with these folks who come out and say = "Oh 1t's golng bo work itselfl
out alright, we are going to get it adjusted around.," Adjusted what
way? Who 1s going to get adjusted? I listed to that kind of soothing
talk too much, end even when younger and more gullible, but I am not
so young now, and I am not at all gullible and I don't intend to listen
te it for one minute,

Well, let's see what's underway, I brought some exhlbits along
that I thought you folks would like to see, I spent a good deal of
my btime doing research work, I have & briefease full of it out in
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the car and much of 1t up here, What do they say about price supports
now? Well, here 1s what they say, Here is an exhibit, Iir, and lMrs,
Taxpayer, this is from the !iinneapolis Sunday Tribune of the Sunday
of August 16, 1953, Each of you owns a share of this surplus U, S,
wheat and then it goes on down here to say that Mr. and lirs. Taxpayer
own $6,00, $7.00 worth of wheat, $6.,00 worth of corn and %1.00 worth
of cotton, and it points out about the problem of surpluses., Price
supports and surpluses and costs are all tied in together in one big
editorial, There it is for your exhibit, for your look, now or after
the meeting =« a very interesting article,

What's the impaet of the article, That this program costs too
muach, I you want tax reduction you can't have these things 1t says,
Well let me tell you some thing friends. You are going to get some tax
reduction, you are getting it right now, When your income is reduced
your taxes are reduced, Think that over for a while, That'g not the

kind of btax reduction that you and I want, but that's the kind of tax
( eduction that's been put into effect, The beefl feeders in Minnesota
| have had a lot of tax reduction, they've been right out of business,
| What a pity, what a shameful thing that that has to happen. There is
ome thing more importent ladies and gentlemen than tax reduction =
gcome Iincrease., That's important. If you've got the income you can
pay the taxes even if they are high, but 1T you haven't got the income
ou can't even pay the taxes if they are low, and I hope that people
this audience didn't pay taxea a few years ago, I'm not being un-
ind am I? Who did? Who were the income taxpayers? We didn't have
¥ income, Sure, we pay an income tax now but we only pay it on our
et, what's left over after your costs. There is no fairer tax in the
orld than the income tax, I'm worried that some people won't be able
to pay any this year, and I say to those who are so concerned about
econonty in the gpvernment, be more concerned about the American economy,.
1l that Washingbton is, is a sort of reflection, a facsimile of what
oes on out here amnngst the great people of America, The economy
hat we need to keep in balance is your economy, your pocketbook in
“ balance, your books in balance, What's more important than the govern-
ment's books in balance., The federal government books would be in
balance if it were not for the world in which we live, We're not
breaking ourselves spending money on price supports, we're breaking
\\ furselves spending money on munitions., Eighty-five cents out of every
\\/baxpayers dollar goes for munitions, That's where the money 1s going,
ot on price supports,
! What are the facts about this price support business? Vell, the
‘fact is that on storable commodities instead of the government losing
money it's made money, OUn perishable commodities we've lost some money
before, We've lost money because we didn't have the right kind of a
program, but I'11l tell you this, It isn't right to talk about the four
billion dollars that the government has invested in crops and crop loans
as a loss, That's an inventory. We don't call that a loss, a deblt,
we call it an asset, That's what we consider to be part of our wealth =
part of our property, and I say bo you that these pgreat crops that are
in storage and these crop loans that we have out are not losses, they
are investments, Do the bankers say that it is a loss when you get an
FHA loan on your home? Oh no, that's good business, It's good busie
ness to get an 807 loan on your home, but it's going to wreck the
country 1f you gel a 90% price support loan, Now how do you add that
up? fow many people would be in business long if 1t were not for
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consumer credit, Why of course we believe in credit, and all it is
is that the government of the U, S5, has extended the farmer of America
eredit when no one else would do it, Crop loans to stabllize his
market, and I say that had they been able to get the kind of loans
that they ought to have gotten on beef that the beef market wouldn't
have gotten where it did either, One of the reasons that the beef
market went down as fast as 1t did is because all farmers borrowed
short term money at high rates of interest and when that year loan
camie in he had to sell his beef cattle, and when he had to sell his
beef cattle he had to sell them below what he had in them, and the
more he =old the lower the price went and every time they called in a
loan he had to sell more, Long=bterm credit at low rates of interest
is pretty important - very ilmportant in fact.

How my dear friends they are talking about not giving you the long |
terms and they have already raised the lnterest., Isn't it interesting!
The government has got to go out now and talk to the people about the

—~farm program, whether or not we ought to have 75% of parity, or 90%
‘be parity, I want to ask you dear friends something. Did anyone cone
out and talk to you about the interest rate program? They increased
the wages of money by 30% on one bond issue, We're paying higher inter=
st rates in the government Loday than we paid in the last twenty years,
id you get consulted? Did I get consulted as a member of Congress?
Not a bit, That was done by six men thai met together one aiternoon,
hey decided it I read the other day where the government 1s going
o have another blg loan of five billion dollars, and who did it say
he Secretary of Treasury was going to see? Was he going to hold hear-
ngs in Minneapolls to hear farmers or bankers? Oh no, He said he had
o see a few investment bankers in New York and Philadelphia, He had
o seec a few investment bankers = right in the newspaper it said that.
How many hundreds of millions of dollars do you think this new interest
uuTolicy has cost the government this year?

J Mr, Farmer, your dear wives, fellow citizens, without ever being

consulted, the Congress I speak of now, without ever the American

J public being cqnaultad, your taxpayers debt, your taxpayers responsi=-

U bility went up $300,000,000 on interest this year over last year,
Three hundred million dollars, That will give a lot of price support

dear friends, Did anybody ever get comsulted? I say no, and what

\ s more the entire inbterest rate throughout the American economy went

\}pm- So that today if you buy an automobile the total purchase price

| (runs anywhere from 5% to 6% more than it did before in the total price

Uof the car on interest rates ~ because of the inerease in interest
rates, I you buy a home, because of the new interest rates on home
construction, if you were a GI and wanted a three bedroom home at
$13,000 before the interest rates went up you got it, Now for $13,000
you get a two bedroom home, You better be careful how many children
you have, I guess that's what they are saying. Well, I happen to like
big families and I happen to think that a man ought to be able to have
a three, four or five bedroom home. I'm not one of these that frown
upon the inecrease of our population and growth of family life in this
country., I think it's a blessing, and I think we ought to gear our
economy for 1it,.

Well, where does this attack come from on price supports? Well
here is one attack that I pointed out to you., Telling every taxpayer
that youtve got {7.00 worth of wheat, $6,00 worth of corn and $1.,00
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worth of cotton in storage, Well, I want to tell the editor of this
paper something, That's more wheat, corn and cotton than I ever had
before, and I'm glad I've got it, and I want to tell him something
else = there's nothing wrong in having it either, I'd rather have
$1l1,00 worth of wheat, cotton and corn than to have {1,000 worth of
watered down sbtock such as we once had around in this country,

Now look at this, This is Barron's Financial Weekly. Barron's
Financial Weekly isn't read by every member of the Farmers Union.
It's a select publication for brokers, high financlers, investment
banks, insurance companies and commercial banks, It is a limited
publication, It's one of the oldest publications in America. 1t is
the financial Blble of big business, Ladies and gentlemen, what 1is
the front page edltorial on this magazine for July 27, 19537 Listen =
"The Root of Evil", That's the first four words in big letters, The
next line - "The farmers troubles stem from price supports", and then
down here is the paragraph that I wish to read you and it's here for
/~your look and for your study, Listen to this - "The cure for the pre=
Wﬁﬁsnt dlilemna of American agriculture is the revision and the eventual
| elimination of the present system of price supports". That's the
| edicine that they're preparing, f'irst the revision, then the eventual
limination of the present price support system, Why? This is a tra=
ditlonal policy of high finance in this country, Cheap food, cheap wages,
high interest money for the few, As long as 1 remember that's the poliecy

I regret to say that a lot of those people are surrounding the
dministration today., Make no mistake about it,
Mr, Benson isn't the only one involved in this, The pressure is
n the Presildent of the United States day by night, The pressure is on
“~the Congress of the United States, Many is the day that circulars have
come Lo my office that said that the way to adjust this beef sltuation
s = and then they go on and explain, The price of beef is down and
ou can't af'ford to feed high price feed to low price beef so how do
ou get by? Cut the price of feed, IHow? Take off the price supports,
You've pgot poor cattle raisers now, then make the grain farmer poor too.
That's their medicine, Well it'® not mine I want to tell you, and I
looked the other day in the paper to see that the Secretary of Agrie
culture is now considering lowering price supports on barley, oats and
T e and other products. You read 1t too, bubt despite all the pious
\\ /pronouncements that came from this platform that everything was going

\, o be alright, the Tact is that the Secretary of Agriculture 1s now
Jviaiting with the President of tle United States to see what the price

supports of rye, barley and oats and other small grains are to be,

Well I happen to come from a state where we ralse a lot of oats, a lot
of barley, a lot of rye, flax and soybeans, and I don't intend to stand
idly by and see this administration which promised 100% of parity in
my state = that's what was promised, I was there - and not only upon
the storables bub upon all commoditlies, perishable and none-perishable,
I don't intend to stand idly by and see that undermined,

Somebody is going to say, well that Humphrey is sure talking
politics = well, this is politics, Comnitments were made by Democrats
and Republicans alike, PFamers were promised by Democcrats and Repube
licans last year that their farm programs were going to be improved,
not watered down, and 1 say right now that if the Secretary ol Agri-
culture would talk in an optimistic way instead of a pessimistic way
that much of the price structure would be stabilized, [e's scared the
living daylights out of every marketer in the country. This goes on
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and on and on, In February in reply to some of us in the Congress
of the United States, the Secretary sald that within a few weeks the
beef market would be stabilized, Yeah = it dropped another 15 points
on parity.

Finally we got disaster relief for Texas, but we didn't get any
longeterm loans for Minnesota and South Dakota, North Dakota, Wiscon-
gsin and lowa, Ilo, if there was the will to do something about farm
prices as quickly as there's been the will to do something about bankers
interest rates we'd have no btrouble, If there was as much will to do
some thing about farm prices as this administration has exemplified in
the will to do away with the Federal Trade Commissiocn investigation we
wouldn't have any trouble, You can get things done that you want to
get done, do gou know that folks? Really, it's quite true, If you need
to get up at otcloek in the morning, or six or five, you'll make it
if you have to - if you want to, Of course you can sleep %il noon you

/~know, -1if you dilly, dally around about it, I say that whatever we've
q‘bin:mﬂ;ed to do we've been able to do and we haven't worried about the
cost,

Now let's talk a 1ittle bit about the cost. Subsidies. Mr,
hatcher I belleve mentioned some thing about this. I didn't get all
of it but I got the Budget Bureau, I got the Bureau of the Budget, the
resident's office, to get me these facts, Listen - business from
i 952 to 1953, In 1952 business got one billion forty-one million
ollars in subsidies, Now this isn't what Hubert Humphrey says., 1
reading to you now {rom the official report of the Bureau of the
udget of the United Stabes government in its recent August analysis
of' speclal aids and services to the American economy, Here's the break=
down of what 1t cost the government to try and provide each of our major
conomic groups with these alds and special services as llsted in the
ﬁiﬁpeci&l report.
o
't Let's start with agriculture first, In 1952 463,000,000, That's
%! just about twice as much as it cost to investigate one senator out in
U New Mexico. In 1953 §547,000,000, ifor the five years from 1949 through
1953, because the appropriatims lave all been made, the total cost
\ ill be $2,857,000,000 for American agriculture, This includes every
id; solil conservation, REA, includes the loans, by the way, that will
e repaid, FEverything that agriculture has gotten from the government,

How let's take a look at business, Remember now that agriculture
was $2,857,000,000 in five years, Business? To simplify it, $4,430,000,000
in five years, Labor? §1,600,000,000 in five years, and you hear a lot
of publie discussion about subsidies to agriculture but very little is
sald about subsidy to the business world, yet the administrations- own
figures show that twice as much subsidies gzo to business as is going to
the farmer, Yet every day of the week my dear friends, you are told on
the radio and through the press that you are being subsidized and no
farmer likes to be told that, My good frienmds a lot of people are being
subsidized, Ivery merchant on main strees that has his mail delivered
tec his door 1s being subsidized, Every time I fly an airplene the
airline 1s belng subsidized plenty., Every publication like Barron's
Financial Weekly that goes oubt here - that's subsidized, Do you think
they'd pay enough postage to send that through the mails? Runs into
millions and millions of dollars, Subsidy has been a part of American
life, Tarifl is a kind of a subsidy, OSubsidies are not bad when they
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produce results. They are good., Subsidies are only bad when they are
a speclal privilege at the detriment of the other sectlons of the
economy ,

I am not complalning because American business has had over
$30,000,000,000 worth of tax certificates quick write-offs Iin three
years, $10,000,000,000 a year. I am glad they've had 1t. I belleve
in Amerlcan business. They've done 2 good Job with what they've had to
work with and they've done a magnificent job. I am not complaining
because workers get unempleyment compensation. I kuow they need it,
but I say that it is unfair, it is really downright atroclous to try to
point the finger at Amerlcan agriculture through the taxpayer and get-
ting the taxpayer alarmed and saying farmers are being subsidized, you
are payling thelr bills. Telling the city workers that pay $1.,07 a dozen
for egzs - that's a lot of money for eggs. $1.07 a dozen = saying that
you are not only paying $1.07 & dozen but you are literally putting gold
braid on every setting hen. They don't like that, and this is the way
?ﬁﬁat you divide and conquer.

Now what's the answer. The snswer i1s to take a long-range look.
We cannot legislate in agriculture year by year, and ladies and gentle=-
mpn I warn you that if this Congress merely extends the 90% price
rmula for ancther year, then you have been made a political victim
because that will just get 1t over the next congressional election,
and 1f that election goes the way some people think it is goling to go,
putll find out what happens to you a couple of years later, The least
aat should be done 1s a three year extension to get it by the next
esidential election.
Let's take this out of politics - we don't need to argue this out
on the stump., We've got Congress that 1s going to meet in January, in
faet it ought to be meetins now, What are we doing back here? This
a full time job., T should be back in Washington and Congress and I
ow 1t and I feel unhappy every day that I em not there, but some
ople wanted us to get cut of town. They worked us day and night for
slx weeks from ten in the morning untll eleven and twelve at night to
get out of town. They've got a lot of things planning down there. It's
pretty hard to keep up with them when you are 1200 miles away too, but
we'll be back thers in January and we've got enocugh time betwsen January
a next January, and we can even go the whole year 1f we have to. We've
t enough time to perfect an agriculture program that will give some
emblance of security and stabllity to American agriculture. 1Is there
ny business man in the world that can plan just one year from another.
hy any publie utllity plans five, ten and fifteen years. Any big ine
ustry plans from ten to twenty years. They want to know what the market

trends are golng to be, and Mr, Farmer you've got to have the same right,
the same opportunity.

They say that the problem is surpluses. What a shamel Is this the
problem before the American people? Not on your life. You know what
the problem is in this country? Some people are blind, economically
blind. Let me glve you the answer to surpluses. Listen - several
announcements were made recently which have startled the world. I men=
tioned one a while ago. Nr. Malenkov, prime minister premier of the
Soviet Union asnnounces before the supreme soviet, that's thelr parlia-
ment, announces thet Russia has a hydrogen explosion and American people
were in a dither, U@ver since then we've had one conflicting statement
after another out of Washington. The chalrman of the Atomic Energy
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Commission says that we've got to spend billions of dollars more to:
protect ourselves. lir. Wilson of the Secretary of Defense says that
they can't do anything to us in three years. Just relax. The President
says, Mr. Wilson you are wrong. Somebody else says he's right. Well
now, sooner or later we ought to get together on this. DBe that as it
may dear friends, one thing we know, 1t happened, because eight days
later the government of the United States confirmed the fact that the
Soviet had expleded a hydrogen explosion, and I am of the opinion that
they have plenty of it. So we are fearful, and justly so, make no mis=-
take about it. We are living in a bad world. We've got to be strong.
What was the next announcement?

The next announcement by Mr. Malenkov for the same supreme soviet,
that is their parliament, that Russian agriculture falled to meet 1its
goal, that Russien farm production is down 25%. Then came the announce-
ment that they are going to revise the whole agriculture and they are
aoing to give more 1ncentives to farmers, better places and break up some .
the collective farms. Isn't it interesting? Vhen the russians an-
nced that they had the hydrogen bomb our reply was that we've got more
tom bombs, we've got a stockplle, we've got reserves of atom bombs, we're

ot afraid, we've got reserves, Vhen Russia announced that she had a
rtage of food we saild, oh gee 1sn't that terrible, we've got too much,
re worse off than you are. '‘hy my good friends, one of the main

reasons that the Soviet Unlon hasn't march in certaln areas of the world

1s because it can't feed itself. Napoleon sald an army marches on its
mach, and make no mistake about it Soviet generals know that too.

y're not short of planes, they've got two planes for every one that

hnve my dear nelghbors and T know what T'm talkin about, I'm on the
ate Foreign Relations. Committee., Charlle Wilson ought to know what

s talking about, he will if he's down there long enough. - They've got

nlanes for every one that we've got. They've got atom bombs, they've

got hydro*en explsion, they've got technolo*ical advance - terrific. Do

- know what they don't have? They don't have a happy people, they've
r a miserable people. They don't have happy farmers and prosperous
armers, they've got poor farmers and poor land and poor prices and poor
production. You know what we've got? Well, we've had happy farmers, new
arm homes and electricity and trectvors and cars and good farm land and
blg production. The diet of the Americen people i1s the finest diet in
the world. We are the only people of the world that go on a diet volune
ntarily. Everybody else is compelled to, but when we heard that Russia
‘k d a shortage of food our government official sald, oh you think youtve
got trouble, we've got too much. What a pity!

!L Right in the same week another announcement is made. Had people
been vutting some of tliese announcements together they wouldn't have

said some of the things they did. The announcement was made that the

U. S. population in the month of August 1953 passed the 160,000,000 mark.

In three years 7%, 000,000 more of God's greatest creation, 1ittle chil-
dren, were rowinp in this country. There's family music all over the
place, and we've got a lot of room too. We're not even crowded. Wonderful -
isn't it wonderful to know that in America where freedom lives, where hope
still is with us and opportunity still prevails that we have more children
and more people so that they can live this blessed life =- 160,000,000 of
them, That is an incroase of 8,068,000 since 1950. It's a national gain

in the past forty months that equals the total populanion of Illinois in
1950, The population by 1960 it is estimated will be 175,000,000 -

15 000,000 more 1in the next six years, and it will be over 00 000,000

by 1975 Now my good friends let's break this down. Every tall second
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there's a new child, that is the population increases by one over the
death rate. Three hundred people every hour while I talk to you we've
had 300 more wonderful personalities come to Amerlica. Think of 1t.
It's not my fault elther! T'm happy to say that we've made our contri-
bution in our family up to four and we're very proud of them., Think of
this « 7,200 more people every day, 2,700,000 more every year. So they
say we've pot too much wheat huh! Too much corn, too much cotton, too
much flax. Well let me glve you an 1ldea of what you are golng to need,
If we are to maintain the present standard of living for this inereased
population taking just 22 years advance now, that's not long. I was
thinking just today that just 25 years ago I was on the football team at
Doland, S. D« Gee, 1t seems Just llke yesterday. The reason that I'm
thinking about it 1s that young chap from over here at the Plainsman
came to me and sald, "Do you remember last year Senator Humphrey that I
took your plcture with a football helment on over at Doland"? Sure, I
was down there with the Doland football team. Gosh, I felt as young
almost as they did and yet 1t's 25 years ago. dJust like that - it goes
lot faster when you get older too, a lot faster.

By 1975 we are going to have 20,000,000 more hogs in thils country
my good friends just to keep up the present standard of pork diet. Now
that's equivalent to the entire 1950 productién of Iowa and Nebraska.
are going to have to have 10,000,000 more of cattle. That's equivalent
to all the cattle in 1950 in Texas, Oklahoma and Minnesota and we've got
a lot of cattle. We're going to have to have 8,000,000 pounds of lamb

:iual to the production of lamb in Montena, Wyoming, Nevada and Utah.

;'re zoing to have to have more ezgs, in other words for every |l pounds
off meat and li quarts of milk and every l; eggs we're going to have ancther
Eg and another quart of milk and another pound of meat. You know what
¢#'re going to have to have for cereal grains? We're golng to have to
ave top land equaling 100,000,000 acres. Where are you going te get
_another 100,000,000 acres in the United States? It isn't here. We've

ready plowed up the pasture alfter we sold the horse. It doesn't take

{much pasture for a tractor. Now this 100,000,000 ecrop land is equal to all
jrthe crop land of Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, MNlinnesota and Ohio and
[|lwe produce & lot of crops. Where are we going to get that crop land.
iiWe're going to have to get it ocut of better soil conservation, better
“fertilizer, better sceds, better practices.

fore the American people is how are we golng to produce enough. So
\We've got a surplus this year. Are you sure we'll have one next year?
E remember when we didn't produce crops. Do any of you have a pipeline

?&éz Ladies and gentlemen, the problem is not surpluses, the problem
\

o heaven? Can you guarantee that next year it is going to rain? Can

ou tell me that there will be no grasshoppers, noc rust? Can you tell
me that in southwestern Minnesota there will be no floods? Do you remem-
ber how the corn crop estimate went down? In July they were saying that
they were golng to have the biggest corn crop in history, and by the time
the corn crop started to come in you know that a few little things had
happened in certain parts of the country. Let me tell you something else
my dear friends. Three times in the last 15 years Americsn surplus
agriculture commodities have saved the day. Pesarl Harbor. Who was ready
to do their Jjob? American agriculture. Ve had the food and the fibre

in the warehouses. V-J Day after 1945, victory in Europe and in the far
east 500,000,000 people starving to death. Lasy targets for communism
and faeism. Vho stepped in - 500,000,000 men, women and bables - the
American farmer with his wheat, hls corn, his cotton, hils lard, his beef,
our milk, our eggs. Five hundred million people are alive today ladies
and gentlemen because the mercy of the American people and the compassion
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of the American people, plus the goo& sense of the farmers and the
government saved their lives.

Korea., In April of 1950 there was bill after blll up in Congress,
and T can site the record for you saylng that we've got to cut down on
production, zot too much surplus. Then came June 1950 and my good farm
friends you remember that same fall, that same winter, the government
came out here and sald you better increase your corn production, we need
more corn. Why, of course, I remember when it happened. I got the bulle-
tin of the Department of Agriculture right in my office that told you to
do so. Why we've got wheat of course in storage. We see these storage
facilities around the country « what's wrong with having storage of wheat?
Last week on Monday night in St. Paul I spoke with the production manager
of the Twin City Ordinance Plant who told me that every day 3,000,000
rounds of ammunition, 50 calibre ammunition, was coming out of the Twin
City Ordinance Plant. HNe says we've got ammunition stacked up there for

~~locks and the government tells us to work six days a week, and not only
T%éat but the government is expanding the ordinance plant and there isn't
any war, Don't you know, we stopped shooting yet we keep producing
ammunition. Why? Because our country would never feel safe without
spore houses full of ammunition., We've ot to have stockpiles of ammuni-
on storage facllities filled with ammunition.

Well let me ask you something. How long do you think an army is
oing to fight hungry? How long do you think America is going to be able
p produce abundance of industrial products without food and fibre. Why
pese great storage facllitles of ours are like food banks - you've heard

blood banks haven't you. The Red Cross asks you to donate your blood
anxd T hope you do, we need the blood in the blood banks for emergenciles.
What a crazy system i1t would be if every time somebody got run over by a
car or hit by a car we'd have to zo and grab somebody off the street

d tap him because we didn't want any reserves of blood. iWhy it would
[b ridiculous wouldan't it, but sometimes we have emergencies in American

production too and sometimes things just don't go right and we need a
lreserve of good and fibre, not only by ourselves but the world. This
!food and flibre for the world has helped a lot too in India, Pakistan,
“all over the world in Greece, Italy, and I want to tell you something
friends, T was one of the first in the Congress to plead with our Presi-
f\dgnt to send food to Burope, food to Germany. I was the first in fact.
the 8th day of July T made my last talk. I made seven speeches on
he floor of the Senate asking the President to do so, introduced a
esolution urging the use of American wheat, American butter. I said
send bread and butter, food for freedom to Germany, and do you know some-
thing? The food that we sent to Germany, li5,000 tons, caused more trouble
for Communism than all the guns and tanks that we've sent in the last
three years. T'll tell you what else you can do. I'm no expert but T at
least am awake. If you increase the butter diet of the old age assistance
Eeople in thls country, people on o0ld age assistance getting less than
550,00 » month, and believe me who can live on that I don't know., If
you'll Increase thelr butter dlet by at least 2 ounces a day, and increase
the butter diet of the children that are dependent, the ald to dependent
children classification, by 2 ounces a day, you'll use up every pound of
butter that you've got down there in the government warehouses right now
in one year. Now don't you tell me that the government of the U. S.
can't afford 2 ounces of butter a day for i million old people that are
getting less than $50.00 a month. If you will Ilncrease the amount of
milk protein, of milk solids in bread by 2.75%, if you will increase it
just a little over 2-3/li% of what it presently has you'll use up all the
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dried milk solids in this country and have to produce more, and we
found out something about bread during the war years., We found out
that when you milled the wheat it lost some of 1ts minerals, thiamin
and iron, and so the government of the U. S. passed a law and said

that the bread had to be enriched and what are we doing now. We put
chemicals in the bresd, synthetie vitamins in the bread, and every time
you buy a loaf of bread 1t says it's enriched.

Do you know how to really enrich bread? Do you know what recent
science has proven? Thet animsl protein, dried milk solids, that that
is the best way to enrich the bread and 1t brings out all the mlnerals
and vitamins in their full bloom. Now if we just hed a little good
common sense here we'd simply, instead of saying inject some chemlcals
into the bread and put in some synthetle vitamins into the bread, we'd
put iIn a little more dried milk because the dairy 1ndustry of this
country is important - very important.

I want to say to people that think they are paylng high prices for
/Mpod that you ought to go some other places and see what they are pay=
ing for food. The American farmer has kept food costs down in the
United States more than in any other country in the world on the face
ofi the sarth. Why? Abundance, and price supports have made it possible
r that larmer to have abundance. Price supports have made 1t possible
for farmers to produce with a reasonable security and that's why I stand
here today pleading for their continuation. I don't plead for just
Miat we've got - that's a basie minimum - T wish some of you would
itp to me and ask for the blll that I've introduced into the Congress
iich asks for 90 to 100%. I've got flexibility in my bill, but flex
D not down., Ninety to one hundred percent of price supports on all
storable commodities and perishables, and I gave the Secretary of Agri-
¢ulture in that bill meny ways to have price supports. HHe can have
perishable price supports like he has for sugar. The Sugar Act works.
my goodness my dear friends, the Sugar Act works very well, and
Ht ey 've spent more money on the Sugar Act than any other commodity by
r. Mr. Benson is Iinterested in the sugar business too and he's a good
rman. The Sugar Act works and you've got sugar that's not too out of
‘11ne in price and the producer of sugar gets a good price. Therae are
“many other ways that 1t can be done., The stamp plan was once advocated
by Senator Aitken for surplus commoditlies to the people that are in need.
“Egny ways. We're not without skill to find out., Listen friends, any
/c

.

ion that can find sclentists that can split the atom ought to find
onomists that can deal with surpluses without bankrupting the farmer,

d Well I want to thank you for belng such a wonderful and patlent
udlence. This 1s a very big tople and no one address can properly deal
with 1t., I think it can be summarized though to say this. That a nation
that has an abundance of food and {ibre is a nation that has time for
other things. Most people 1n this world have to grovel in the dirt three-
fourths of thelr time to get enough food to exist upon. We Americans

take it for granted it's there. 1It's there year in and year out and
that's why we've progressed the way we have, that's why we have time to
send our children to school, we don't have to keep them all home to grovel
in the dirt to have enough to put on the table. This is why our induatry
moves ahead and why young men and women can come from the farms and go

to the factories to keep American industriasl power at a high peak, be=-
cause we've had modern farm machinery, modern sclentific agriculture,

and you know and I know that there will not be amy modern scientifiec
agriculture if the price structure goes to pileces. You can't buy high
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priced crackers on low priced wheat, you can't buy high priced corn
planters and plckers on low priced corn. It's just that simple, and

you and I know that the prlce of a tractor stays the same practically
all year long. The price of a corn picker stays the same all year long,
if' anything goes up, and if you are going to be in an economy where most
of the prices are stable all year long except that they go up a little
blt, and your prices are continuously golng down or up and down like a
child's fever all year long, do you know what's going to happen to you?
You are going to go broke, and if you do then soon everybody does.

Price supports are not farm legislation. Price supports are legls=-
lation for the American people and it's just as ilmportant to have a
stable agriculture as it 1s to have a good Air Porce, and it's just as
important to have a prosperous agriculture ladles and gentlemen, as 1t
is to have a prosperous steel industry and the American government ex-
tends billions of dollars of special privileges to American steel so we
have enough steel ocutput and instead of the price goling down goes up and
up and upe. Yhen their cost of production goes up their price goes up

~and T say that it's just as important to have a stable agriculture and

! ch more important in fact,than it is to have a stable dollar. Ch these
boys that talk to me about a stable dollar. They say they want a solid

l dollar, Well the last time they got to fooling around with it to make |

solid it gzot so solid and heavy it broke every bank in the country. °

m suspicisou of these manipulators and T'm going to tell you something !

right now. You contracted much of your debt with what they call cheap
llars and if you are golng tohave to pay off your debt with what they
11 hard dollars you are going to be hard up. I didn't spend seven
ars of my life studying economicecs and political sclence to wake up
me day to find out that the things that are happening to us right
der our own eyes cannot be dangerous, indeed they can be dangerous,

S0 you go from this convention with one convlection, you go from

~here with the conviction that you as the people, representatives of the

! gople, must make your volce heard. You've got to speak up, you've got

not only speak up for yourself but for your neighbor and the small

own banker and the small town business man, they're all in this together.

|You've got to speak up for the worker inthe factory too, he's with you.

JI was at two state AF of L conventlions and one CIO convention and they
all endorsed 1007 of parity on American agriculture. Didyou know that?
They are for you. These working people know that you can't have jobs

\ less you have some degree of prosperity, and you all know that you

\ n't have prosperlty unless they have jobs. Some of these people that
re planning lower price supports have got ulcers = they aren't going
o eat your food, don't worry dabout that., The people that you are golng
0 have to depend upon are the great numbers of people throughout the

erican communities and don't you listen to anybody that says this

nation can't afford it, because I defy anyone within the range of my
volece or over the range of this radic to prove to me that American can
afford an agriculture price decline. For every dollar that your govern-
ment spends 1n price supports to maintain agriculture $3.00 will come
back in good business and in revenue, but every time the government of
the United States falls in 1ts responsibility to agriculture not only
will the government lose revenue that 1t needs, but everybody in America
will suffer an income decline and that's one thing that we can't afford
at this stage of the game., We're all too deeply committed. So I ask
you to make your volce heard to your Congressman and Senator that have
spoken to you, they're with you but back them up, and I ask you to make
your volce heard to the President, to the Secretary of Agriculture, to
the newspapers, to the Chember of Commerce, to the labor movement, to
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the paternal and veterans organizations because we're all in this to=-
gether, every last one of us in here together.

Finally, I ask you to have real faith. The good sense of the
American people is going to prevall, We're not golng to permit our-
selves to so down this time, WNo, too many of us lived through the
last one. We're just not going to let it happen, and it's within
your power to see that 1t doesn't happen. You are shareholders 1in
this government, you are taxpayers, you are voters, you are citizens.
Whatever you will, thy will be done. It's up to you. I'm your servant
and while I represent the state of Minnesota in the Senate, I also have
a vote for other psople too you knows I don't Just vote for linnesota.
when I voted for 907 of parity in 1949 I voted lfor you too and I voted
for myself. It's a joy to be here and see old friends. I've got to
run along now, I've got to cateh an airplane back to Minneapolis tonight
and tomorrow afternoon I'1ll be at Delavin, Minnesota for a bilg corn
pickling contest where I am to address a large group of farmers. We are
golng to do business, we are going to go to work. We're not going to

ten to any alibis or any double talk, we're going to ask that programs
produced, and I for one am going to ask that the Secretary of Agri-
ulture produce a program tco.

This coming back to the grass roots that we're talking about, that's
en done a lot and I'm all for it, but I want the Secretary to know
that the program we've got on the books now came from the grass roots,
t's why we've got it. I know what the PMA committees have done, I
w that they're elected, I know that that's democracy in American
iculture and I don't have to be reminded in this year of 1953 that
we're going out to see the farmers., The trouble is that they are
going out to see the farmers., The trouble is they're meeting the
cago Doard of Trade and the Wall Street banker all too often, and
I say to you that if you want to get the truth you better look for it
look hard because as the Biblical admonition says, "Seek Ye The
Eg th". Tt isn't on the platter, you are zolng to have to seek for 1t
ard "Ye Shall Be Free", and if you want programs that meet your needs
‘ ou better ask that your people be represented in the high councils of
;overnment and that they be consulted, not in llnneapols, because the
aws are not made there at a hear, the laws are made in Washington, in
Congress, and administered from the Department of Agrlculture. There is
Yvh re you better keep your eye and I'll be there to see you when you
&?ée down. Thanks a lot,
]

\V/
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