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Irioreasing farm mechanization , has brought with it increa sing farm hazards --

both economic and physical, Senator ~ubert H. Humphrey declar ed y e sterday (Saturday, 

Ootober 10) in speaking before farmers gathered e:.t Del evan, Minnesota for the 

Minnesota State Corn Picking Contest. 

'~echanization ha s don e wonders for f a rm production, cutting man-hours of 

f a rm labor almost beyond belief, 11 Senator Humphrey said. "But our tremendous strid e s 

forwa rd in modern farming methods have brought with them an urgent nee d for greater 

cash operating inoome, and for greater attention to rural safety. 

11Farming should not have to be tho dangerous occupation it now is. We n eed 

more emphasis upon farm safety. We need it for humanit a rian r ea sons, but we nee d it 

also for economic r ea sons. Today when u skilled farmer is providing food and fiber 

for so many persons beside s himself, the economy cannot afford lost time and lost 

manpower due to preventable aocidents. Wo need to make a really major effort to 

build into farm machinery more effecti vo safeguards against a ccidents." 

High equipment inve stment costs and h eavy operating expens e s, Senator Humphrey 

said, also emphasizes the need to "build into our farm e conomy more cffecti ve safe-

guards against collapse of farm prices. 11 

Me chanical corn pickers have "revolutioniz ed" corn production, Senator 

Humphrey said. 

11Thirty years ago, the re wore only 10,000 me chanical corn pickers in the on-

tire United states. Today, there are more than 600 thousand on our farms. It is 

largely due to the se maohines tho.t we have made such rapid strides in corn production,'' 

he declared. 

Some idea of fue e normous task that would confront farme rs of harve sting the 
greatly increased yields with hand l abor wa s given by Sena tor Humphr ey in comparing 
l abor requirements. 

11 0ld timers t e ll me it use d to b e consi de r od a pretty good day• s work to pick 
80 bushe ls of corn by ha nd. .A hundred bush e ls was something to boast about. 

11If we take eight bushe ls an hour a s th o average r at e of hand picking, this 
year's tremendous Minne sota corn crop would r equir e 100,000 men working 10 hours a 
day for 32 days -- 32,000,000 man-hours of l a bor -- to compl et e th e ha rvest." 

But instea d of picking li acr e s a day by hand, Senator Humphrey said, one man 
with a two-row mechanic a l picker can now h arve st 16 to 20 a cre s a day under idea l 
conditions. 

Agriculture n eed s a dep endable prico l ov ol to t ake full advantage of n ew 
e quipm ent and n ew methods, a nd to adequately do its jobs for the national economy, 
Senator Humphrey s a id. 

"A half century ago a farm er could op orut~ fot1 a long time a t a los s if he ha d 
to. He could liquidat e some ca pit a l inve stm m t ~ c~ver expens e s for s eve r a l years, 
Tha t 1.s not possibl e for very many farmers today. ~cnsos a r e too high-- and too 
rigid. Falling price levels can quickly wr e ck a fu~or today be cause of h is fixe d 
expenses for e quipment, f e rtilizer, gasoline, insurance a nd tho like . 

·~ o must be just a s modern and pro gr e ssive in thinking about farm l eg islation 
a s we a re in thinking about farm production e quipment, a lways ke e ping up with 
curre nt noeds and current conditions, 11 Sen ator Humphr ey add ed. 
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