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What federal housing programs have meant to Miniesota
will be discussed by oenator Hubert H.Humphrey (D.,Minn.) in a talk

y over Radio otation K

The talk is another in the weekly series transcribed
in Weshington by Senator Humphrey for broadcast over Station )
aiscussing key current issues ior Minnesota citizens.

During his housing interview, senator Hunphrey will
explain the rederal _overnment's participation in the proposed
urban redevelopment-slum clearing projects in ot.Paul, as well as
discuss the extent to which FHA ana PHA assistance has spurred housing
developments throughout the state.

Mfinnesota's senator will also present his views

on rfuture prospects ror public housing activity.
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%ammw,xmmmmmmm Finsnce Agency

has finslly given the "greenm licht" for two mejor urban redevelopment projects
in St.%sul in which you were actively interested, Can you tell me what these
projeets will amount to, and what federsl assistance is being provided?

SENATOR: T'11 certainly be glad to, because the St.Paul projects sre going to
be s tremendous improvement of which the entire stote of Minnesota can be
proud,

Housing and Home ‘inance Administrator Raymond Foley anproved temporary
loan sllocations totaling £6,538,711 end eapital grant allocations totaling
§h,165,739 for the two projects just before his recent retirement, The spproval
culminates planning sctivity in the community for more than two years, along with
all the pushing I could do at this end,

SIMMSs where are the projects located, Semator, and just what is cont mplsted
in the improvements?

SENATORs The projects are plamed for an area adjacent to the Minnesota State
Capitol, and are closely related to the Capitel Aporoach rogram being waoxs
undertaken by the State of Minnesota to provide for en improved circulation of
traffic by the rearrangement of streets leading into the Cepitol grounds, new
buildinge, end other im rovements, The Dastern and vestern projects just approved
will mesn elimination of & bad slum ares, and iis nphum:‘nt ot by residential
redevelopment slong with some commerciel and public uses,

SIMMS: Senstor, just who will be in cherge of the developmant?

SENATOR: It will be carried ou' entirely by the Housing and Redevelopment



¥l1 approval has now been given
authorising execution of contracts for the work with the St,Paul housing group,
but the federal funds camnot be made availsble until the redevelopment plans
are finelly eoproved by the 5t,Paul City Couneil,

SIMMSy what will these projects cost, Senstor Mumphrey, and how is the finsneing
shared?

SEUATOR: The tetal gross cost of the two projects is estimated at £9,372,620,
The Eastern project, generally bounded by Jackson and Valley streets end a
proposed extension of Twelfth street, consiste of svproximately 3l seres and
will have a gross project cost of §3,675,559, The Westem project, bounded

by Western Avenue, Auroro, and Rice Streets and Rondo Parkway, covers about 70
scres and its gross cost is estimeted at £5,894,031,

Since the reuse value of the land in the projects has been estimated
at £2,37,507, the net coste-or deficite-of the two projects will smount teo
approximately £7,002,113, Under the Housing Act of 1949, Federal grants may be
used to defray up to two=thirds of net project costs. It is or that portion
of federal participation that £1,165,739 has been approved as an outright grant.
The eity is suoplying the remaining $2,836,374 in local grantseinesid, including
cash donations from funds provided through a speeial benefit tax set up under
the Minnesota Municipal Housing Redevelopment Act, site improvements, and suoporting
facilities,

The temporary losn funds being provided by the federal government,
which are repayable, will essist in sequiring, clearing, end preparing the
land for the speci fled new uses,

SIMMSs What coes the residential redevelopment proposal call for when completed?

SEMATOR: The residentlal redevelopment in the two projects is expected to provide
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There are approximately 1,600 families now living in the two-areass,
230 of shom are non-white, Under the federal Housing Act, the relocation plenms
must assure that each family hes an opportunity to move into housing recilities
which are decent, safe, and sanitary, within their finencisl reach, and within
ressonable distarce to their place of employment,

SINMSs Senstor Humphrey, that sounds like a r-al major iLmprovenent all right., Are
sny slxiler projects pending for Minnesota?

SENATORs Yes, simdlar olanc have been under way for areas in Minregpolis for
some time, but they haven't advanced quite as far as the 5t.Paul projects to
date, However, I was informd just the other desy that the Housing and Home
Finance Adninistration is now reviewing maxx an application for an advence of
planning funds for Mowopmiis the Minnesoolis roject, so we hope it can be
pushed shead just as rapidly as possible,

SIMSs Senator Humphrey, what about other federsl housing programs in
Minnesota? Have they provided much additionsl housing?

SEMATOR: They certeinly have, both th.ough the baciking the Federal Housing
Aduinistration has given private contractors and building investors, and the
assistance the Public Housing Adninistration has provided to local housing
authorities to bulld publicly-owned lowerent housings

As you probably know, the Federal Housing Aduinistration doesn't make
loms itself or plan or build housing, but operates chiefly as an sid in private
building, What it does is operate insurance programs, by providing insursnce againbt
loss on loans for property imiroverment an¢ repair, snd mortgages on seversl types
of housing,



of couse;@ @PY“% loans has beea
what has given the d t to Bur home building, making

it possible for thousands of people in the middle-income classes
to finance home ownership.

Let me give you an ides what the Flii has meant to Minnesota,
The asct authorizing such insured housing loans was edopted in 1934.
From 1935 through 1981, the latest year for which total figures are
available, 28,052 Ili-insured home mortgages were provided for housing
in Minnesota, amounting to a totsl of $162,323,000,

For 1951 clone, 1,999 mortgage loans were insured for
2,032 residentisl units in Minnesota amouating to $17,139,000,

Out of that amount, §9,738,000 were for 1,153 new units,
and the remaining £7,401,000 was insured financing of existing units,

SINIS: Senator Humphrey, what about the Publie Housing Administration?

Does it have geparate programs in Minnesota?

SENATOR: Both the Federal Housing /dministration and the Public H using
Administration are basic operating units of the Housing and Home I'inane
iAgency, all under the same top administrator.
The Public Housling .dministration's principal program however
is goverument-aided low reut h.using, [irst started under the UeS,
ousing .ict of 1937, und then expunded under the 1949 Housing Act.
lilnnesota hes 12 of these PHA housing projeetls providing 2,639
units. Ten projects with 2,506 units are publically-owned low reat
housing projects, and the other two projects, with 133 units, are
what is known as Veterans' Re-Use Housdng Projects-esupervision over
local management of temporary housing for veterans constructed under tb

Lanham act.,
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SLdug8: I ocan see tha deral ase
toward improving hou@ I:é)

What about the future for these programs® Are they likely to be

as been a great nelp

state, Cenator Humphrey.

continued?

SENATOR: I wish I could answer that one with confidence, but I'm
afreid all 1 can predict is that another battle over the public housing
program looms in Congress, with the foeasl point of the dispute belng
the number of lowerent public housing construction starts the
lawmakers will authorize.

Public housing "starts” in 1951 numbered 71,000 ror the
entire nation as compared to 57,000 starts in 1952. But the 1352 rate
of building activity on such projects was one teuth above that in
1951, because of = large ecarry-over of work in progress on previcus
starts,

In his budget for fiscal 1954, former Presideat fruman
estimated &« need for 75,000 public housing units, esking an inerease
in the present 35,000 "ceiling" on annual new starts, But in view of
past Republican opposition to the Public Housing progrem, it is most
unlikely that the 83rd Congress will grant Mr,.Trumen's request. In
fact, the real guestion is how far below the present 35,000 "eceiling"”

they will drop the iimit on such construction.

oIMus: Senator Humphrey, I understand you protested against appointment
of former Representative Albert Li.Cole of Kansas 2s new Administrator

of the Housing and Home "inance /Agency.

SENATOR: Yes, I did oppose his appointment beczuse of Cole's past recor

of being consistently opposed to the very programs he is now selected
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to administer. As a g@ QYO a new President should
have a ranther free ha % the’chbice of his aldes, despite reguirement
for senate confirmation. However, when the Congress has adopted a
progrom I feel we are eatitled to aaministrators who at least belleve
ic that program., If the intent is to sebotage the program, it's the
wrong way to do it. If the sepublicans don't believe we need publiec
nousing, they should move to abolish it by act of Cougresse--not by

an administrator who has been one of the leading favorites of the

nigh rent and high~houslng cost lobbye.

s fer as 1 can see, there is still publie demand for
low-cost housing that privete iadustry has not met, and the federal
governm@nt seems the only body that has the resources to provide
adequaté housing for low-ineome groups.

The AFL has already said it will opposc any Gongressional
action to kill publie housing legislation, with one of its spokesmen

saying just recently that the labor group will support a co:tinued

publfc housing program to Belp rill the gep where private industry
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SIS Senator Humphrey, the old world seems a jittery place these days, With
such things as Stelin's death, Hussian attacks on American and British planes,
and new atomic tests out in Nevads, most of us sre worried about where we are
headed, Maybe we just need a good pep talk, From your vantage point as a member
of the important Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Senator, how do you feel
about what lies ahead, about democracy's future?

SENATOR: You couldn't have ssked me that at & better time, My own faith in
Democracy was given a2 real inspirational "1ifge recently, by 2 look into the
past,

Semetimes it is good for us, in the midst of the preesing problems
of our owmn times, to look back and think back over the obstacles our democracy
has had to surmount, and the struggles it hes had to endure, to achieve the place
we hold todsy as a bulwark of freedam for the whole world,

It wes a simple thing that brought this home to me so emphstically,
but $'¢ 1ike to tell you shout it,

MrseHumphrey and I took the children to Williamsburg, Virginia, for
a recent weekend, I wish I could convey to all my friends what » deep iwpression
that historie spot made upon us, Here in modern Americs is a cammunity that has
been restored to colonisl dsys, You literslly step out of ome world, into
another,

We turned our minds swsy from the troubles of the present, and lived
egein in democracy's glories of the past,

We visited the House of Burgesses where Patrick Henry gave his famous
oration, We saw the early Capitol building where Thomas Jefferson served as
Governor, e attended Bruton Parish church where George Washington, Thomas



Jefferson, Patrick Henry, John Marshall, enc many other patriots of

eerly America wrllﬂppo@ : Y
You couldn't help but Teel that these early patriots really

knew the true worth of freedom, and were willing to risk everything to
achieve it, And you couldn't hel but be inspired with the feeling that
we, too, must be willing to risk everything, if necessary, to preserve that
freedom,

Bvery American should see these historical shrines, Such a visit to
Williamsburg is good for the spirit, It reaffirms your faith in American
democracy.

It reaffirms your faith that the great principles of democracy
will live, if we will only live by those principles,

It reaffimms your conviection that we must practice what we preach,
whether in international sffairs or domestic affairs,

SISt I think I see what you mesn, Senator Humphreyj you think the best way we
can 'sell! democrecy to the uncertain peoples of other lands is to make sure
democracy does work for the best interest of alle-to prove it by our scis, snd
not just by our phrases and slogens,

SENATOR: That's right, A1l of us know that we must lnlp. our mudeexgx powder
dry and man our defenses with vigilance as long as ruthlesscommunistic imperialism
threstens to engulf the world, But we alse know that military might alone will
never win the battle for the mind of mankind that lies behind most of the world's
terrible unrest todsy, We must not think in terms of defense alone, but instead
we must try to inspire faith and friendship among other peoples by showing them
we are concerned about the well-being of all mankind, We must show them that
democracy has sometiing better to offer,

We must prove, by our deeds rather than just talk, that democracy
offers 2 way of hope for the world's messes to achieve a dignity of the soul and



y and hunger and starvation
that offers such a fertile seedbed for commmnisn in so much of the world teday,
as well as strike ot communicm itself,

SIMMSs Senator Humphrey, imm't that just what you and 21 other Semators were
aiming at when you presented a resolution in the Senmate calling for creation of
an International Food Reserve?

SENATOR: That's right, Whenever we can strike a blow at famine and starvation
in the world, we are striking a blow at communismeefor that's where it breeds
the most rapidly,.

In asking the Senmate to support the International Food Reserve, I urged
such action as a means of serving notice to the whole world that the United States
is concerned with empty stomachs, and not just with full cartridge belts,

We ere urging that owr represertatives in the United Nations and the
Food and Agricultural Organizstion tele the lead in negotiations toward creeting
an International Food Feserve a8 a means of absorbing tewmporary market surpluses
of agricultiral products, and maling them svailsble wherever they sre most needed
in the world to prevent femine and starvation,

You know, Communism progresses on empty stomachs andfrustreted spirits
it preys upon misery among the masses, The hope of [emocracy should be to offer
such people & better alternative for eliminating such misery--s better future
where hunger and mass starvation need not exist,

In such a8 struggle, a million dollars for food might equal ten milliomn
for amunition,

We might as well face up to the fsct that as long ez there are empty
stomachs in the world, especially while we are living in sbundanoe even beyond our
ability to consume, we'll have to keep our cartridge belts full,
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But I am sure

can replace t'e MAll

SIPSs In view of the unvettled conditions exdisting sirce Stalin's death, Senator
Humphrey, wouldn't this be en advantageous time to take some such action?

SENRTORs That's what quite a few of us believe, It would be selzing the initiative
in the "eold war®, and asserting our leadership by bringing a positive,
humanitarisn force into the world's ideslogical struggle right at & time when
the whole world is tensely waiting to see who will make the next move in this
grim conflict between freedom and communism,

And smong the masses of underprivileged people in many parts of the
world who may eventually sway the balance between freedon end communisn, a single
positive ect of leadership toward 2 werld of plenty will win more friends for
Meythin;& ermed might we could assemble,

E&mt«, I'm sure youtre righteeeand I'm sure the Ameriecan reonle would
rather see food used to fight for pesce than to have their boys do the fighting,
Besides, wouldn't such a proposal be of tremendous help to our own farmers in
this countryg

SENATOR: Yes, it certsinly would, It would mean ass.ring an outlet for our abundmt
production, It offers us & way to make 2 positive contribution towsrd permanent
peace, while at the same time -rotecting the interests of American agriculture,

No nation wes ever more desirous of heving peace and prowerity shared throughout
the world, yet the instincts of self-preservation warn us thet we must not ignore
the wdlfare of our own people in the process of helping the world, That's why I

feel we should welcome such an opportunity as the Intemstional Food Rpserve offerses
& way to protect our own economic securlily while making 2 new contribution
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fmerican dollars as pa
free world,

and fiber would be replacing
economic strength in the

SISy Senator, you've made me feel better about the whole world outlook
today, I think many others will be glad to lmow some of their Senstors are
looking for more positive roads to pesce than just full relimnce upon &
shooting wer, low, Senstor, you told me you had s special message you wented
to give to our people in Minnesota,

SENATOR: Yes, I have, It's about snother 7ight on our hands, right here at home,

The long, hard fight on cancer isn't won, There has been a great
progress in treatment and diagnosis, but cencer is still a grest danger to
each of us, Under present rates, one out of every five persens will develop
this disease,

The American Cancer Society hes brought together the resources of

Americs in a tremendous battle against this killer, Through prograns of
research, education and service, it is lesding the Tfight for you and those
you love,

We can all help that fight, let's all join the 1953 Crusade of the
Ame rican Cencer Soviety, Our contributions are necessary to save Bim lives and
ease humen tragedy, When you are asked to contribute to the foril Cancer Crusade,
rive as genmerously as you cen, Oive with the confidence that csncer someday
will be conquered, Cive with the hope thst day may not be too far away, Send your
gift to Cancer, Cei-NeCeE-R, care of your local post office, ind remembere-each
penny you give is used in g way that helps, |

SIMMSs Thank you, Semator Hulert Humphwey,
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3+8chool Construction Bill;
L4011 for-Education,
SIIfS: Senator Mumphrey, I lmow you have always been a strong supporter of
the school lunch program, and thet recently you have been urging distribution
of greater quantities of healthy, perishable foods lile meat and dairy procucts
through that program. Do meny Minnesota schools participate in this program?

SENATOR: They certainly do--about 1,300 of them at the present ti e, serving
nourishing lunches each day to about 2)0,000 sehool children,

Minnesota has done a particularly good job of developing the school
lunch program, using to good advantage the federal assistance availsble, The
State Depertment of Education under Commissioner Schweickhard is responsible for
the program, with Andrew Taylor as state director, I am sure Minnesotans will be
glad to know that in national school lunch cirecles, our Iirector Taylor is
recognized as one of the foremost leaders in this Lmportant field,

SISy As I understand it, Semator, the school lunch program is finsnced
Jointly by federsl, state, and local funds.

SENATOR: That's right, although the mejor share is borne by the federal
govermment, Minnesota pays the adeinistretive costse-about !35,000e-and has

also provided sbout 200,000 in state -rogram funds to help in purchase of foods,
The Federal govemment, however, has sllocated Mimnesota §1,250,000 for this

year under the NationalSchool Lunch Act, all of which will be spent in our own
state for various food commodities, Of course, in addition to this cash assistance,
the Federal govermment also makes available large quentities of food from national
stockriles,

SIMMS: That's where you have been urging increased sllocations, to make better
use of foods now in surplus supply, isn't it Senstor Humphrey?



SENATOR: You're right, and I'm plad to be able to report we are maldng
progress, ‘

This year, 1n cash and rood anut.unec combined, Minnesots will have
the greatest allotment of federal aid for its school lunch program since the
plen was originated,

While the cash allocation, based upon the mmber of school children,
remaing sbout the seme, we're getting about §1,.00,000 worth of additionsl aid
infood supplies compared to about £589,000 in such extra food distribution in the
last school year,

Part of this extrs assistance comes from distribution of commodities
purchased by the Department of Agriculture under the Department's progran for
removal of agricultural surpluses, and the rest is out of funds allocated to the
Secretery of Agriculture in the National School Lunch Act to buy nationally
any especially nutritious foods needed to supplement kmown deficiencies in the
diet,

It's in the distribution o’ surplus foods where the big increase is
being made availsble to use During the last school year, Minnesots got only
2l},000 worth of food from this source, But for the present school year, that
anourt has been stecped up to an estimated £1,000,000 worth.

I mizht add that the inereased allocstion was established for
Minresota before the chenge-over in nationsl adninistrations, but I have every
confidence the new administration won't cutback this valusble contribution o
the health of our school children, Meny of us ave anxious that the school lunch
orogram continue to be expanded in the future until it serves all of our school
children, rather than suffer ary cutback, Of course the rew administration's views
won't be known of7icially until they present their new bucdget estimates for 195L.
Howewer, that would enly affect the next school year, and wouldn't interefere with

our inereased assistence for this year,
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SIMMS: Serator Numphrey, I am sure all of our Parent-Teachers! groups will
certainly welcome that @@P%uum for the school lunch
program this year, Does get any other federal asssistance for its schools?

SENATOR: Tes, it does, but not as much as I'd like to see--or as much as we need,
fHowever, under Public Law 015, which I introduced in the Slst Congresse-and now
‘mown as the Humphrey School Construction Acteelimited financial sssistance is
provided for construction of school facilities in areas affected by federal
sctivities, such as where increased atterdance results from govermment bases or
projecte in the area,

A report just issued by the Conmissioner of Education shows that eight
Minnesota school districts heve qualified for such construction assistance, with
$630,711 in federal funcs now reserved for allocation to those districts to assist
with school expansion projects,

Another {36,641 has been allocated to ten Minnesota school districte
under Public Lew 87k, under which the feceral governmwent also assists toward
operation and maintenance of schools where there has been & sudden and substantial
increase in school attendance as a result of federal activitics,

SIMMSs I'm sure that will be a big help to those districts, Semator Husphrey, bub
isn't there still a tremendous need for further school construction throughout
Minregsota?

SENATOR: There certainly is such a need, and T am very coneerned sbout it

In addition to providing emergency assistance to those communities
directly affected by the impact of federal government sctivity, the Humphrey
School Construction Act of the 81st Congress recognised that the school
construction problem facing elties and the parents of Americe extends far beyond
the federslly impacted ares, Ve recognized that the federal governzert has a
responsibility to meet Bocel school construction needs wherever they might exist
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whenever the local m@@w condition to meet those
neede,

As the first step in that direction, my bill provided for a survey
of long range school construction needs,to be undertaken by the Office of
Tducation of the Federsl Security Agency.

They have just reported the results of that study, and it shows a
tremendous problem ahead,

It is estimated that for Minnesota alone, a total amount of
$165,959,000 will be needed to meet our mmmuiu requirements, Ninety and 2 half
percert of that amount will be needed for new construction, 77 for remodeling
and rehabilitation, 1,57 for school sites, and X3x 1% is needed for school buses,

SIMMS: Can the state and the local school dlstricts meet that huge need?

SEMATOR: That's the serious problem we must face, Iven should every local
school district and our state govermment sppropriste to its total legel capacity,
there would remain a deficit of more then $46,000,000, or 27.8% of the total need,

SIMME: Senator Numphrey, is there any chance of additionsl federel assistance to
solve this problem?

SENATOR: I think we must solve it, I can't see how we can justify spemding billions
trying to save democracy in the rest of the world, then neglect our own school
children here at home, I have called this critical problem to the asttention of the
Senate with introduction of a bill to be known as the School Construction Act of
1953, under which I hope we can formulate a welleformed nationsl plan, based on a
fim adninistrative foundation, and designed to meet the needs of our school
children in a continuing, uniform snd equitable formula, It provides that state
educational sgencies will have full control of plamning send developing new
buildings, and setting up construction priority programs for each state, Allocation



Gou

of construction funds, to extend preress Lo appropriate them,
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SIMMS: I am sure all people interested in education will welcome such
constructive sction, Senstor Humphrey, We're also hearing quite a bit these
days about Oil=-foreEducation, in connection with the offshore oil question,
Is there any chance of that providing us an answer to our urgent need for

expanded educational facilities?

SENATOR: Yes, that could be a real gound answer, if the people will speak out
fim enough to prevent the Congress from giving away our valuable national oil
resources in luhﬁerged lands off the coasts of several southern and southwestern
states,

Four states are now asking Congress to ignore past Supreme Court decisious
and give them title to these oil resources which the Court hss ruled belong to ALL
the people, If that hsppens, education can'txmm cxpect much help from that source,

But if Congress will adopt the alternstive offered in the Hill and
Anderson amendments, it would earmark the oil revermes for aid to education all
over the United States., It is estimated that such aid would amount to at least
7319 for every school child in the country,

For Minnesota, that would mean about §165,500,000-=enough to carry
out our school construction program almost entirely, without additional cost
to the state's taxpayers.

It certainly doesn't make sense to give something away that could
mean so much Yo American education; and I can assure you I am doing my best to

stop the givee-sway and save this valuable oil revenue for our public schools,

SIMMS: That you very much, Senator Humphrey. I am sure everyone interested in
our schools--and that should be all of use-grestly appreciates your efforts in

Lahal?® of achicationa
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cuestion & Answer Outline
TYEME: Farm Situstion fpdio Discussion by -
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QU STIOHsSenator Humphrey, I have noticed that on several occasions recently
you have expressed concern over a decline in farm prices, Just how serious do
you regerd the present fam situetion?

ANSWER: I'm afraid the situstion is much more serious then meny people realize,
and I'm gravely concerned about it,
Farm prices are already on the sikids, Farm income is declining dangerously

in relation to income of other segments of economy, Ferm shore of national income

now falling even below 1932,

Flgures from Buresu of Agricultursl Economics show:

In depressed 1932, farmers pot 7,37 of total nationsl income,

By 1946, fermers' shere had risen to 10,07,

But for 1953, now officislly estinated by BAE to bé only 6,5%.

fereral rise in income since 194¢ 1s byepassing people on farms, who
make up sixth of U,S.population,

Worat of it is, while farmers ere getting lower prices, they are having to
pay sare or even higher prices for things they must buy,

That's whet we mesn by “perity" -osition of farmerse-the relation of fam
orices to fam costs, In 1946, parity relationshipy wes 113 percert of 1910=-191)
averape, Now its dowm to 95 percent, snd still Jreoping,

Farmers only get LS cents out of each food dollar spent todsy, compared
to 53 cents from each dollar in 19L6,

Recent issue of U S, lNews end iféhrld Report sunnariges survey of ferm
conditions by agreeing thet famr{j are ceught in a squeege, and that a resl
farm recession is slvesdy under n-/y.

!
QUESTION: That doesn't sound so chccuﬂgim for our Minnesots larmers, Senntore
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ANSWERs We've got to . pqﬂ@w“ economic warnings must
Ye heeded, if we are to avert ldnd of collmse that hes plunged us into past
depressions,

Confusion and uncertainty ever future agricultural policies of govermment
partly resvonsible for undermining famn econony .,

Ye need immediate, positive, corstructive sction to bolster econcmic
climste for American agriculture,

I've taken steps in that direetion by intreducing o bill in the Senste that
would clarify the conilicting philosophies now so arparent within the ranks of
the new Administration in regard to agriculturej meke good the repeated assurances
of leaders and platforus of both politicsl oo rtles thet edonomic protection would
be eontinuedy and establish sich eeonomic protection as basic public policy, fully
accepted as in the public's interest, beyond reelm of politicsl controversy,

wmmm-mmmmwn.&mwrmm

ANSEERs My bill will assure Americen farmers fair returns for snswering the
netion's cell to greater oroduction, end eliminate the threat of economic nenalty
now hanging over their heads if they pmocuee the sbundence the netion now

demands to fully meet its comestie and internatiensl needs,

I am proposing thet the price support level be not less than 90 nor more
than 1007 of the perity fair return stendarde-the parity level pledged to the
Americen farmer by “resident Eisenhower during the campaign,

I am proposing to meke mandatory the support of & nusber of commodities which
are now rubject to the discretionesor indiscretione-sf the Seecretary of Agriculture
laxseeds, soyteans, cats, rye, barley, and grain sorghums would be added to
the list of comsodities protected by mendatory 90 to 1007 price supports,

I sm asking that dairy products, cattle, hogs and poultry and eges all be
gdven mandatory price support at 997 of paritys



supporte through 1957, 2 year after the new Adainistration tekes office,

I am asking that the present dusl parity formula be continued for that
same period, instead of requiring the so«called "nev formule" to go into effect
st the end of rext yeer,

QUESTIONs Senstory, I notice you have included the major perishable commodities
in your oroposal for strengthening price supports, lcesn't thst reise the cuestion
of how such commodities cen be supported without heavy waste?

ANSWER: I'm glad you asked me thet, I want to see food used, not wasted,
Purchese and storage is certainly not the only wey of providing price support,

Both political partics promised curing campsign to find new and better ways
to support serishsbles without incurring such wsste, I think it's tive we
made good on that pramise,

T s= sumosefully not lixiting the Seeretary of /griculture to any ome
method for support of verishabless I don't want to tie his hands, Instead, I am
recommending thet he consider the use of sny or all of several zlternative
wmethods,

We must accomplish price support to the farmers without penslizing
econsuners by withholding such perishable products from useful, humen consuzption,

QUESTIONs Senator fumphrey, I wonder if you would outline some of the slternative
methods you have suggested,

ANSWER: I'd be glad to, ¥We mow that our loan=andestorsge prograss that heve
worked & well for storsble commoditics are not prectical for most perishables,
Dut there are other ways support can be provided without risking huge wastage of

good food,
First of all, I have suggested furtier consideration be given the use of
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het suthored by Senator Alken, end sinmdlar to those still successfully used
in the Sugar Act,

I understand “ecretary Denson hes just rocently testified in support of
continuing the present Suger fct thet ircludes such payments, so perhaps he
may declde they have merit for support of other comwodities, They would
certainly seem to mele more sense, for exsmple, then to let millions of
pounds of butter be kept from consumers just to deteriorete in storsge.

Secondly, I have urged expanding the distribution of these perishable
products through our school lunch program, through cheritsble institutions,
and through militery procurement,

Third, I heve urged new methods of more libersl credit for livestock
procucers thet w 1l encourage end pemit =zore orderly marketing,

Fourth, I have proposed thet we should consider a domestic food
allotment slan similar to thet previously proposed by Senator Aiken for loweincome
fanilies,

Fifth, I have urged development of internstional programs for making such
food supplies asvailsble wiere they are most needed in the world,

indy Sixth, I sm suggesting thet we use our abundett production to fight
communism by imoroving the diets of South Korean and other allied troops,

QUESTIONs 211 of those ideas scund precticsl snd helpful, Semator Humphrey, But
i'm particulaerly interested in your comzent about grester use of lmerican-produced
foods throughout the world, Can you tell me more sbout whet you heve in mind?

ANSWERs I feel very strongly that it is to our own interest ag & nstion, and it
is in the irterest of freedom and humeniterisnism all over the world, that we
begin to raise our sights and use some imsginetion so thet our agricultural

mrntanta ann o aftsatteants b2 Tl mad anid oie saed s ThnnnTd s rmmer e nda
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theories for cutting down prodiction ac a way to bolster prices, when every
recognized study shows the world's totel food procuction is not even keeping
pace with its populstion growth, let slone being censble of providing for the
Lworoved diete so bedly needed in meny perts of the world,

The problem is to make good use of our abundance, not recklessly asbolish it

by eutting down production,

Ve should inter into international negotiations through the United Nations
to extend the princinles of the internstional whest agreement, not only for
wheat, but for other agriciltursl commodities,

"1llions in the world sre underrourished and underfeds They not only can
use but reed the heelthegiving strength and life which American fawmers procuce
in their fields,

We should ship our beef to Hores, whore Couth Koresn soldlers are suffering
from serious melnutrition, Veat, too, ca: be used in the strugsle ageinst
Communist imperislism, Hunger song South FKorean troops is reducing the effectivenes
of their combat units, There 1s no reason for their heving to suffer such hungers

Ye can't win friends so badly reeded in many parts of the world, if they are
going hungry while hesring us complain about having more food then we lmow whet

to do with,

QUESTIONs I certainly agree with you, “enator, Isn't it true, slso, thot we may
find ourselves faced with food defleits mght in this country in yesrs to coue
unless we cen keep on expanding our sgricultural roduction?

ANSWER: That is true, snd it's something we should all be thinking sbout,

Our populetion has been inereasing at the rete of ebout 2§ million 8
yearwee2h million more mouths to be fed ecach yesr, 7,400 a dayy 300 an hour, five
every uinute,
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At thet rete, to l@a@%ﬂﬁz the same stendard of

diet &8s we have been getting will require about 5% billion more nounds of ved
meot than were produced in 1950, We i1l need 10 billion more querts of milk,
We will reed an additional 1) billion dozen eggs,
These figures won't allow for better dlets, They provide just for
holding our own, And yet all of us hepe that by 1975 our standard cen be Lmoroved,
The ‘mericen farm i3 the sroduction nlant that must meet thése growing
requivements, e should all be corcerred with leeping thet plant strong, instead
of risking cutdling down its productive cspecity by telling the farmmer 47 he can'$
cope with the haserds of our complex economy he just better get out of business,

ESTIONs I see whet you sean, Senator Humphrey, Vo consumers have o stake in
keeping agriculture orosperous and productive, doy't we? From that standpoint,
wouldn't you sey your new bill means “food insurance" for all of us, not just
help for farmers?

ARSITR: That's sbsolutely right, Lveryone has a stake in maintaining sbundant
production, not just the femmer, And I'm concermed sbout consumers as well as
fermers in eecelking to strengthen our farm legislation, /or abundent apricultural
production is the consumer's only safeguard sgainst soaring reteil prices, not
thet nrice eontrols sre being scuttled,

But how cen farmers bLe exvected 5 go on producing in sburdenoce, 1f it
meens they must tale less snd less,

Thet's why--to protect the interests of both farmers snd consumerseswe wmust
meintain fair prices as an incentive to abundance, and then find waye to use
that abundance wisely withont pemelizing the producer,

Both Presidential cardidates recognized apd acoepted that publie policy
88 in the best interest of the entire natien,

Infortunastely, farmers are learning thet a sharoly eonflictine nhilasochy 48
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eoming ocut fram hiding @ﬂul anm in the councils of the

Republicen party, The diseredited, slidingwscale "starve out® theory of lowering
prices to force compulsory adjuetments is being brushed o°f and hauled into
public light agein,

Such & course would be 2 direet repudistion of the “resident's pledge %o
farmers of this countay, and a dengerous tesmpering with the netion's future
food supply,

D'm proud of the /merican fapmer, snd his record of weeting the nation's
needs in the face ol a struggle te survive, I think he ean meet the hupe needs
shead, Dut 1 think we all have » witol stake in helping him meet those needs,

T% ean't be dome by Mmiting our researeh sctivities, It ocan't be done
by weakening our conservetion efforrds, It can't be done by tightening our
credit facilities, And it certainly can't be dome by weakening our nrice
Support structure, and thereby telling farmers thet 4f they go shesd on a
longeran e development irogram of t is nature, they do o at thelir own risk,

Ve must vemove these thrests, snd give sgriculture s green light to go
on producing with confidence thet s netion needing that production is willing
to essure farmers fair returns for pr ducing it.

CORCLUSIONY Thenk you very much, Senator Humphrey=-you have certainly givean
me a better understanding of the cuwrrent fum situstion, snd the Lupertance
to &ll of us that sowething be done imwediately to stregthen farm rices 80
88 to protect those wion whom we depend for our nation's abundence,
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PRESS RELEASE
(For use in connection with radio

@ © |J——@) Y broadcast by Senator Humphrey)

Mimmesota's school construction problems, and the chances
of getting federal assistance toward financing needed expansion of the
state's educational facillties, will be discussed by Senator Hubert H.

Humphrey (De,Minn,)

(W over Radio Station

The talk will be one of a weekly series Semator Humphrey
transcribes in Washington for Station p discussing current problems
of especial interest to Minnesota citizens,

In the interview on school problems, Sestor Humphrey will also
discuss the school lunch program, the results of a federal survey on
minnesota school needs, the Hugiphrey School Construction Act, and the beneflits
Minnesota might obtain under the OileforeEducation bill now before the

Congress,
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PRESS RELEASE

ction with radio
<§ @t@ Rﬁ Senator Humphrey)

Democracy's role in the struggle ageinst communism will be
discussed by Senabor Hubert iHJHumphrey (DejMinn.)

(date) (time)

over Badio Station *

1n another of & weekly series transcribed for Radio Station
in Washington, Senator Humphrey will be interviewed on the current world
situation, as he views it from his ventage point on the Semate Foreign
Relations Committee.

During the interview, Semstor Humphrey will explain the proposed
Internationsl Food Reserve which he and 21 other Senators recently called
upon the Senate to support as a means of seizing the initiative in the

"eold war® and bringing a "positive, humanitarian force into the world's
idealogical struggle",
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Radio seript for Senator lumphrey--l5 minutes cubject ratter:
(To Be Recorded aApril 3)

COPY

SIMS: Senator Humphrey, the news dispatches lately have been full

Foreign Affairs

ol supposed peace overtupes from the Kremlin, and indications that
the war-jittery world might have better reason to hope for peace.
As & member of the Lenate's Foreign Relations Committee, what can you

tell us about any changing trends on the horizen?

SEMATOR:I'11l tell you one thing right off the reel--I'm completely
skpex skeptical of anything emanating from the -~oviet masters in
the Kremlin, and I think it is safer and sounder for all of us to
stay skeptical.

0of course, it's only human nature for all of us to grasp
eagerly at any straw in the wind thet polnts to peace. Decause our
soul is peace and we approach that goal in good faith, we are always
hopeful others will meet us halfway. lone of us want war, and we easily
get Jubilant over the slightest indication that the threats of
all-out war might be easing.

But I'm gravely concerned cover the risk of building up
false hopes. I think it's safer to be wary.

/s far as I'm concerned, all that I'm convinced of so far
is that the Kremlin is changing its strategy--not its intent. They
are obviously changin their time-tables; but are they changling thelr
real motives, their ultimate aims? That's the 164 question we must
constantly keep before us in this perlod when we are tempted to think

the peril is easing. ;

SIMMS: Senator, are there any particular reasons that make you think

hussia is just shifting ite strategy and timing, rather than changlng
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their ultimate aims o@‘l@ by| communism?

SHNATOR: Yes, quite frenkly, there are several reasons. Right now,
unification of Lurope's defense forces is the greatest potential
deterrent to Commu.ist aggression. This month marks the second
anniversary of NATO--the North 4tlantic Treaty Organization. Creat
strides have been made, but we still have . long way to go in
perfecting a solid defense front for the free world. £ix western
European countries must still ratify the agreement to create a
European Uefense l'orce.

“hat greater blow could Tussia strike at our common
defenses right now than to disrupt that progress toward unification
with a "peace blitz" inviting complacensy, snd on easing off of
defense efforts and defense expenditures?

If any of our Zuropean s=llies can be made to feel
that the danger of “oviet agression is .o longer preseing, that the
need for united defense action is no longer urgent, the Xremlin will
have won a tremendous victory without firing a shot.
IZighayieux It's the old "divide sand conquer" theory

all over ageain. If Russia can drive a wedge betwecn curselves and any

of our allies, or can even stir up enough differences between our
allies to prevent the necessary gonl of defense unirfication, they
may well pave the way for greater success in congquest yet to come

than they could hope to achieve today.

cIdNS: Senator, are there other dangers from this Soviet peace

of fensive?

SENATOR: Yes, there certainly are other dangers, and I am very
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concerned about tnm.@ - i
to false hopes of peace right™in this country. And make no mistake

about it, those dangers are very real.

Ye've nade the same mistake before of being in too big
a hurry to strip our defenses; we can't risk that happening agaln.
Yet these Gussian peace overtures are going to create the very same
pressures for a let-up ot home in our dofense effort, and experience
has warned us that they are pressures that are often hard to resist,
Jon't underestimate these toviet rulers, They sre ruthless,
but they area't fools. They are slick and cuanning. They know how
deep the inhereat desire for peace is in the heart of most americans,
and they know how restless .mericans become during a long-sustained,
constant state of hall-peace, half-war, They could well be taking
a carefully calculated gamble on /merica's reaction of turning from
grim determination to soft complacency.

If so, they have timed their cunning well. They know we
have a new Administr:tion that campaigned on a pledge of cutting down
expenditures, and of ending the Horean conflict. ‘hey know the
pressures are growing in this country for cutting taxes. They know
they can always count on some of our reople being too short-sighted
to see the dangers of letting down our guard, when a tempting bait
is offered to lessen the threat of war and .avite a relaxation of
our defense effort,

.re we going to be suckered into zuch a course? That's
what concerns me. that's what should concern everyone today.

L saw an editorial cartoon in one of the Jaripps-iloward
newspapers the other day thet illustrated this concern very well,

It showed Mr.lublic lying down on the Job, smoking a "peace pipo".
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Out of that pipe cum@u ¥lled, "Now we can go back

to sleep againl"™, "Now we can bring the boys homel", "Now we can stop
defe.se spendling, and cut taxesl", and "Back to politics and busiue s
as usuclli". The cartoon was captioned: "Careful--That Peace Pipe
May be an Opium Pipe". There's a lot of truth in that for all of us
to think about, and think very carefully about.

If we relax for one moment in the bullding of our defense
foreces, we are playing right into the Apremlin's hands,

If we start cutting defense expenditures and cutting our
foreign aid programs, the Kremlin's peace offensive will be working
Just about the way they apparently figured it would.

We'll be foolishly lulling ourselves into pleasant dreams
of false security, oanly to face a rude awekening sormeday soon,

For the #dussiuns aren't letting up for one moment, in

their own program of building militery might. They may be talking
softer for our ears, but all the while they are creating a greater

war machine at home,

SIdMS: Senator Humphrey, I'm sure that's a timely warning we all
need to heed, in the midst of all the talk about better chances for
peace, But what should are answers to iussia be now? Don't we almost

have to show we want to try and avoild war if it can be avoided?

SUNATOR: Of course we do, but we have to do it with our eyes wide
open. Ve have always been willing to meet lilussis more than halfway
on any bonafide attempt to settle international discord. Ve are still
willing to. We can't let them convince the rest of the world they want

peace, and we are determined on war. ‘e must explore every possible
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chance of easing wor@.‘ H Mwelcome any gains that

c.n be made in that direction, But we must do it without once letting
down our guard, without once falling into the old trap of complacency.
We must conviunce Russis and the rest of the world that this time we
are going to stay prepared, stay strong enough to enforce any new
peace agreements. ‘e must show them the :merican people are aot as
soft und easily fooled as they apparently think we are--and, I'm

afraid, as we've given them some reason to think we ure.

SIMis: Senator, how do you think we can test the good faith of

Russia in some of these peace overtures?

SENATOL: For one thing, let's make sure Russia isn't just changing
the scenery on us--getting tired of Xorea, and wanting to end troubles
there just to start something elsewhere,
411 of us want to see the sh- oting ended in Korea just as
quickly as honorably possible. But don't forget this--the communist
threat is a world-wide threat, not just & threat in Korea. A truce
in Korea by no means ends the communlst threat to the world. If Russia
means what she seems to be saying asbout wanting to awold war, let her
show it all over the world,
Let me give you four eriteria that I want to see¢ met
by Russia as evidence of good falth before mnggnx take this new
line of ixkxerx their's too seriously.
First, they must end the war in Korea; =X a very minimum
would be a truce on the terms sponsored in the United ilations by India.

Second, they must let up on the pressures now belng exerted

on Derlin, and permit free elections instead of creating the tensions
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of an armed camp in @v ;Qt the free world.

Third, they must make good on a treaty for Austria.

Fourth, they must be willing to cease their campaign
of anti-semitism now used @8 a weapon of hate behind the iron curtain,
and as a wedge to ctir up strife and upheavals in the middle east,
' Asia, “estern Lurope, and the middle east are the three
tinderbox areas of the world where the present threat of communist
aggression could now erupt at any time into .nother total war, If
the new leaders of the Kremlin mean what they are saylng about
wanting to preserve peace in the world, they must demonstrate some
firm assurances for each of these areas that ~oviet policy has
changed. Korea is an example of the threat to the rest of isia.
Berlin and fustria are sywbols ot the peril hanging over the rest
of Western Lurope. sati-semitism is ebviously part of a consplracy
to divide-and-gconcuer the middle east by creating new uarest and
uprisings, and turning nation agalnst nation. That's why I propose
the four eriteria I have outlined as a positive yardstick by which we

can measure Moscow's true intentions.

CIM4S; Senator Humphrey, has this sudden shift in coviet policy
caught leaders of our government by surprise, or had there 'een

reason to exzpect such a course?

SELATOR: 1t hasn't caught me by surprise, and it shoaldn't have

ecaught anybody by surprise. For it hesn't been a sudden shift--it
is & carefully celculated move that was fully charted in advance,
a deliberate shift in strategy in keeping with the off-and-on war

of nerves the Sussisns have been playing .11 alonge
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Qur people didn't read or hear much about it, becuuse
tiey were too occupied with our presidential election campaign. But
last faull, Just before that election--and probably at‘a time carefully
calculated not to create much of a stir ian this country--Stelin
called a conferecce of the world's commucist leaders in iloscow,
called together 211 his satellite rulers and nhis own hierarchy of
the Soviet. He charted the changing course of communism's struggle
against the world at that time, and Mslenkov was one of the prime
movers in that couference. Out of it came the announced intent of
buying time to build up Hussia's industrial potential, of seeking
to divide the unity of the allles massing against them.

There's been no secret about that conference; it's well
documented in our Intelligence files. But too little attention was
paid to what it portended. Yet avery move the —oviet has mede since
that time could have been predicted out of that gathering, down to
thie very peace overtures being made today,.

That's & sad com entary on our nation today. Committees
in Congress spend valuable time and taxpayers money worryiong =bout
what some college student wrote in this couatry during the depression,
yet ignore entirely any serious investigation of the course for
Russia's future charted by Ctalin and Malenkov ot that historie

conference,even though a compléte record of it is évailable for
our astudy.
Until we learn to really deal with Comm nism &8s a

world menace rather thajsl as aything at home, we're

taking dangerous and unnecesgary risks we can illeafford.

SIMMS: Thank you, -~enator Humphrey, for that very timely discussion
on what may lie benind the headlines of Russia's new "peace blitz"
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Radio Seript for Senator Humphrey Sub ject Matter:
15 minutes: to be Recorded April 3

Minnesota Legislature
Employers /sscc iation
Simpson HRecord

IMS: Senator Humphrey, what do you think about the recent action

o

of the Minnesota legislature in memorializing congress to continue

farm price supports?

SENATOR: I'm very happy about it, for it shows our state legislature
is really alert to farm conditions, and understands the needs of
farm people. Both Houses of the legislature are to be congratulated.
I have written my congratulations to Governor Anderson, who signed
the resolution after it was adopted without a singie dissenting vote
in either house.

You know, that action is extremely helpful to those of
us in Washington who are trying to protect agriculture, regardless
of politiecsl party. Such united sentiment from a great farm state

like Minnesota cannot be easily ignored.

SIMMS: Senator ljumphrey, how do the recommendations of the

Minnesota legislature compare with the proposals in your farm bill?®?

SENATOR: They are substantially the same, I have endeavored to

cover all the recommendations in regard to price support, and 1

believe my bill would provide the very improvements the legislature
hes asked for, as well as the pledges President LSisenhower made tb
our farmers kxskxXmx during his campaign.llncidentully, I'm glad to
note that the Minnesota legislature even went beyond price support
in asking continuation of other farm programs, calling attention to
the necessity of providing adequate long-term low-interest farm

eredit, continuing the use of democratically-elected farmer committee:
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to carry out the rarm@)PY more soil conservation,
and providing adequate™eTop SeOrate fac#lities., And I shall certainly
watenh all of those programs very cerefully as the new Congress

progresses about its WOrkKe

SIis: wsenator Humphrey, do you regard this price support fight as

a political battle?

SENATOR: No, I don't--it's much more than thate. It's an economic
pattle, a bread-and-butter pattle. A powerful bloc of speculators,
food brokers, and processors are trying to pull the rug of price
supports out from under our farncrs. Lome of us, VYVemocrats and
Republicans alike, are trying desperately to keep that from happening.
Republicans with a bonafide interest in the farmer, men like “enator
Young of North Uakota for exa ple, share my concern. We're fighting on
the same side in this serap. Unfortunately powerful forces within

the Kepublican party are on the other side of the fence.

SIMMS: Isn't it true, Senator, that you are being made the victim
of political attacks as a result of your support for continued
economic protection ror agriculture, even tneugh soume Republicans

have voiced the same warnings you have given us?

SENATOR: Unfortunately, that's true., I'm sorry to say that even

the Minnesote “mployers Association let themselves become a sounding
board for such a partisan politieal attack at their recent annual
meeting, when an outside speaker eriticized me just because I have
endeavored to carry out in good Iimx faith the mandate of our own
state legislature, ond have tried to cXpress the views of our farmers

as they have expressed them to
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SIis: Who was this outsider, Senator? And what is his position

on these important farm issues?

SENATOR: I'm zlad you asked that, because I think Minnesota farmers
will be interested in the background of a man imported into our
state to tell our farmers they are all wrong, tell our entire
state legislature it's all wrong, and tell me I am all wrong.

He 1s Congressman Richard M.~impson of rennsylvania,
chairman of the Republican Yongressional campaign committee.
Obviously, he's a political hatchetman sent out to attack me.
Ixdomtsxasindxanshxnxma=exniking As far as 1 am concerned personally,
I don't cure about Congressman “impson's name-calling--that's his
jobe 1 think our farmers know a lot more about conditions in iinnesota
agriculture than any Pennsylvania carpetbagger does, and I think they
have a right to resent such an outsider coming in and trying to tell
them their Senator shouldn't be concerned about falling farm prices.

I think there's more to it thah just personal politics,
however., I think it is all part of the pattern becoming apparent--
a pattern of a determined drive to align big business interests

against continuing farm price supports. And when an outside
gongressman comes into our farm state and bids for new alliances
against agriculture, tien it's time for all of us to get concerned.

Now, I don't want to engage in any such name-calling as

Congressman cimpson indulged in. I'd rather let facts speak for me.
I'd just like to ask our farm friends to do a little checking into
the voting record of this man who presumes to tell lMinnesota who it
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should send to the Un@ xakx
I'd never h o gressnanSimpson doing anything

or supporting anything for Agriculture, so I looked up his record.
lio wonder he's against improving and extending our farm

price supports, iie's been consistently against every effort to
improve our price support program in the past, and he's been FOR
every crippling amendment.

He even voted against the farm support we have now,
providing for 90% of parity at least through next year.

lle voted against extending price support to cover
perishables..hie voted aganinst price support for wool...he voted against
grain storage authority for the Yommodity Credit Corporation...he
voted against increasing the CCC's borrowing authority to carry out
the price support programs.

But that's not all, His record is consistent on all
thhe farm programs., He has voted consistently to reduce conservation
funds, lle voted for every attempt to curtail and cripple the
Department of Agriculture's services, !ie even voted for an amendment

to curtail the school lunch program.

Just to ive you some idea of his regard for farmers,
tuke a look at his voting record on the Rural &lectrification
Administration. Luring his time in Congress, he has had 38 opportunities
to vote in support of REA cooperatives. On all 31 times that he voted,
he was AGAINST REA. The other seven times he was absent, It would have

been vetter for RE:A if he had been absent more often,

Now that's the kind of man coming Iinto our state to
say my farm views are all wrong, that therc's nothing for farmers to
be concerned about, and that anybody who disagrees with him is a
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v, CORPY

SDES: I see what you mean, venator Humphrey, about such attacks
being part of an alle-out drive to get rid of farm price supports.
Po you think that is a serious threat?

SELATOR: Yes, I do. I'm seriously concerned about it, Despite
the good intentions and hopes of some of my Republican colleagues,

i can't help notice that the Voice of Eig “usiness is squeezing out
the Voice of igriculture., I'm disturbed a? the exteant to which these
interests with absolutely no concern cbout the welfare of the individual
farmer are suddenly emerging in the forefront in attempts to make over
our fars policies. I don't like sceing Wall Street farmers--businesse
men and speculators who farm the farmers--attempting to dictate

farm policy for this country,.

There's too much evidence of that anti-farmer influence at
work to be ignored. The middleman seems to have replaced the farmer
as the key adviser even for the Uepartment of Agriculture these days,

HMeat buyers are invited in for a discussion about whether
cattle prices are falling too low. Big ¢ity bankers are culled to
Weshiington to discuss whether or not farmers have enough credit
available. Food desle s and processors are named to verious advisory 3
committees«~and fewer and fewer farmers,

I'm sure most of our farmers would share my concern if they
had read tie full-page editorial, "Bravo, Cousin Ezra", in Barron's
Hational Fusiness and Financial Vieekly--the trade journal for big
financial interests--calling for the eud of price supports, and the
laudatory editorials in the VWall Street Journal recently along the
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We musn't fool ourselves. The financiuzl journals now
acelaiming new trends in our farm policies aren't very concerned
about farmers; their interest lies with those who farm the farme:s,
And don't kid yourself about the fact that they are out to end ALL
farm price supports.

Let me read what the Wall Street Journal, in a spurt of
startling frankness, says about that goal: Luote--
"llake no mistake about it; this task will be fought
by many farmers, and the Administration will need all the support
it can get from wiser heads..but it is a task well begun now," Unquote.
Well, I don't know what some of our farmers will say
about that 'wiser leads' part--but I can assure you of one thtéag:
when I want advice and guidance on farm problems, I'm going to get it
from our farmers themselves, and not from the Wall Street Journal or
any Congressman like ir.Simpson who has consistently voted aguinst
the farmers.
liinnesota's Ltate Legislature has recognized the
seriousness of this fight to the entire economy of our statee-and I'm

proud to be aligned with them o. the farmer's side,

SIMMS: I'm sure the farmers of Minnesota, regardless of political
party, appreciate the fight you and others are pushing in their
vehalf, Senator Humphrey. Actually, as I understand it, all that
you have asked is that farmers be assured President Eisenhower's

EEX
campaign pledges aren't repudiated,

SENATOR: That's absolutely right. I have agreed publicly with the
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price support improves d egower proposed. I have

made those suggeation@ @ Pmy f] price support bill, They
are the same improvements recommended by the liinnesota Ctate
Legislature. “hey are the same improvements called for by Senator
Young and other republican nembers of both houses seriously Interested
in agriculture. Unfortunately, however, other volces are making
themselves heard, and other influeuces arc making themselves felt.

I don't want to be eritical of a new regime Jjust getting

under way. 4+ want to be fair, and constructive, But all of us
must stay . lert to the forces cpenly at work to destroy, rather than
improve, the government's obligation to seek for American agriculture
a fair share of the economic blessings afforded the rest of our
econony.

For the sake of the country's progress, any review of our
farm policies must be a constructive one undertaken with an attitude
of preserving what has proved good and workable out of the past, and
improving wherever improvement is needed to make our public policies
more effective in the future, That's what the ~merican people have
a right to expect, from any administration. Tunt's what smerica's
farmers have a right to expect, All of us want to go forward to a
better, brighter future--not retreat backward into the recesses of the

past,

SIMMS: Thank you very much, Senator Humphrey., I'm sure Minnesota's
farmers are going to heed your warning and stay on guard against

attenipts to undermine the price support program,.
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SIMMS: Senator Humphrey, what can you tell us about the Administration's
new high-interest policy, and what it might mean to the American
people?

SENATOR: I'm very concerned about it as a serious threat to our eantire
economy~--a three-pronged threat that should be carefully scrutinized

not only by the Congress but by the people generally.

It contains germs of a new depression. It will saddle taxpayer
with a heavy added interest cost burden on the national debt. It will
undoubtedly start a rise in isterest on the billions of outstanding
private debt, and make credit more costly and less available to farmers,
home buyers, small business, municipalities and borrowers generally.

I feel it is shocking that the Administration should embark
on this new high-interest, dear-money policy without the advice of a
Couneil of Economic idvisors, without any meetings of the Joint
Committee on the Economic Report, aand without consultation with the
House or Senate Banking snd Currency Committees. There is no assurance
that over=-all national economic factors have been adequately considered,
alﬁhough the new money poliey coufronts all the American people with
a triple threat of deflation.

The potential costs of this action to the government and the
American people can make puny and insignificant all the economies in
the Federal budget--wise or unwise--so far proposed by the Lisenhower
/dministration,

SIMMS: Senator, just what is it that the Administration is dolog to
boost interest rates?
SENATOR: They are attempting to refinance the national debt and shift

more of it into the hands of insurance companies and oiner big iavestor



on a long-term basis, at higher interest rates. Within nine days érter
taking over responsibility for our government, the new Administration
first exposed this intent by offering an exchange of 1-7/8% certificates
of indebteduess for 2i% certiricates of indebtedness. That should have
been a warniag to everyone. Some of us saw what was happening, and
raised our voices against it. But now the Administr-otion has gone still
further and announced a billion-dollar 30-year bond issue at 3¢ percent
interest--a thirty percent boost.

That new bond issue interest rate is the lLighest on a straight
loug-term poverument obligation sinece 1933, and can be expected to
bring higher commercial interc<st rates in its wake,
SIMMS: Senator Humphrey, who will beuefit by this interest rate iancrease?
SENATOR: The prineiple beneficiaries of this unnecessary and gratditous
30 percent increase in loug-term covernment interest offerings will be
benks and insurance companies, who have no need for such a windfall of
additional profits. The large life insurance ccmpanies have been seeking
such higher rates on long terms since 1947. Xukmmek Another beneficiary
will be the group of investment bankers who finance the railroads.

These groups doubtless remember the hard money policy that
resulted in the dumping of 4i%Liberty Bonds until they reached about
82 in 1920, Milliions of small investors were wiped out while big banks
and financiers picked up the Liberty Bonds at bargain basement prices,
Perhoaps that experience is not so vivid in the minds of the priosent
administrators, who uave not consulted with economic or Banking and
Currency Committees of the Congress, or had the advice of a Counecil
of Economiec /dvisors,

You know, the Administration abolished the Council of Economie

Advisors, supposedly for economy. Let me just read to you a comment on

this situation by Dr.Seymour Harris, one of the country's foremost
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economists, Professor of Economics at Harvard University and author
of several books accepted as recocnized authorities on the National Debi
I'm quoting Dr.Harris---
"The Congress is meticulous about appropriations of even

{50,000 for the pay of economists whose task it is to study the
$350 billion economy as a whole. Yet they allow, without any restrictio:
full discretion to the managers of the debt even though one poliey
might cost from 1 to 4 billion dollars a year more than another."™ Unquof
SIis: Senator, what Jjustification does the Secretary of the Treasury
¢ive for this new policy?
SENATOR: It's admittedly intended to be deflationary. The Secretary sayi
he finds the current situation 'a little inflationary', and as a result
wants to tighten up on bank credit through discouraging short-term
financing.

But the Cecretary's judgement that the current situation is
'a little inflationary' should be assessed on the basis, among ot ers,
of these facts:

Farm prices have been falling substantially, and are under
continuing pressure,

All wholesale prices have been falling steadily since Augus

Consumer prices peaked out in August,

The Secretary's apprehension about the danger of increasing
inflation-creating bank credit tlrough short-term financing is not
well founded., When money supply is related to the curreant volume of
business, ﬁs reflected in the gross national product, we find that the
ratio is now about the same as the ratio which prevailed during the
pre=torld Var II period.
£IMg: Senator Humphrey, just what will this new policy mean in terms
of cost to the Government itself?

Shoseils
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SENATOR: The ultimate rise in the Uovernment's long-term borrowing
cost incurred by this single Administration action can be enormous.
On the 1 billion issue now proposed, interest has been
increased over the last comparable long-term government borrowing from
2% to 34 perceunt., On this issue alone, the extra cost to taxpayers will
be §7,500,000 per year. Over the 3U-year-term, that will mean $225,000,000~-
~—me=glose to a quarter of a hillion dollars.
But the Administration does not intend to stop there. It is
proposed to shift a large part of our short-term, low-intercst debt
into loung-term intermediates and long-term issues., The effect of
raising the average annual rate three-fourths of one percent, and
establishing the pre-war ratio of bonds to short-term debss, will be
to increase the total value of bonds maturing in five years or more
from 540 billions to $63 billions. This latter amount, refinanced at the
higher rate, will increase the annual interest cost of government by
9470 millions annually-~close to & half billion dollars each year.
That's just the direct cost to the government., Y“hat about the
resulting cost to the American people on private debt?
let me read you a quote from the New York Times of /pril
9, whieh said: uote--
"The real siguificance of the Treasury move will be found
in the generally deflationary effect it is expected to produce throughout
the entire economy. The new 3i% rate virtually guarantees an increa.e
in the cost of borrowing, with an automatic increase in the cost of
mortgate financing and so-called call money on short term corporate
finaneing." Unguote. 2\
With U.S8.Long-terms up, the rate on business and other
private borrowing is sure to follow, as the Times predicts. Private
debt now totals approximately £330 billious. An adjustment upward of even

3 of 1% in the interest on this debt would cost borrowers 1% billion
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dollars annuallye.

SIMME: And that burden would fall on everybody who needs to make use

of eredit, for their farms or businesscs or other purposes, wouldn't

it Senator Humphrey?

SENATOR: 1t certainly would, It might be difficult for everyone to
understand all the complexities of managing the national debt, but they
can certainly understand increases in their own interest rates.

I'm particularly councerned about its adverse ¢ffect on
sgriculture, Coupled with the fall in farm prices, increasing farm
debt and the urgent need for further borrowing to modernize and establish
sound soil couservation practices, the increase of interest xx@ rates
and tightening of credit aveailability is especially menacing. Many
of us have already been concerned about existing credit problems in
agriculture. Yet this new blow would be a road block to liberal
credit needed in agriculture, further worsening the situation of the
farmer who still remembers--all too clearly--how a 50% increase in
Federal Reserve rediscount rates in 1920 started him on the road to
ruin.

Small business, like farmers, will feel the stringency of
funds and thelr increasing costliness, at a time when thelr survivel
may be under severe test. General rise in interest rates on home
mortgages, which is bound to follow the U.S.long-term rise, will diminish
the amount of new residential construction by raising monthly payments
beyond the means of many current prospects for home-buying. In addition,
the effect will be to increase the general level of residential rents.
SHiliS: That's certainly a dismal picture, “enator Humphrey. Is any
attempt being made to head-off this high-interest poliecy?

SENATOR: Well, some of us are trying to do what we can. I have joined
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with a group of fellow senators in asking the Secretary of the
Ireasury to withdraw the Administration's new higher~interest
billion-dollar bond offering, at least until he has Ehgisughly
reviewed the enormous prospective cost of this new nigh-ihterest
financing to the goverument and the taxpayers, until he has

thoroughly surveyed the probable consequences of this Administration
action on the national economy, and until the Administration has
advised and consulted with the policy-making branch of the Government--
the Congress--and there has been publiec disclosure of facts and open
debate of suclh a drastic change in our fiscal policy.

There appears little if any basis in fact for the reasons
given as necessitating this boost in long-term i terest rates,

It will cost the government enormous sums, at a time when
the people are being asked (o forego essential services to permit
relatively minor economies. _

It will cost the taxpayers ecually large additional sums
on private borrowiugs.

It will be a drastically deflationary step by ~Administrative
action, at a time wheu there are increasing evidences that deflationary
and not iaflationary forces are the current economic problem.

The imerican people are aware that similar hard-money
policies were adopted preceding the serious recession of the twenties,
the depression after 1929, and the recession after 1937.

They are entitled to assurance, which can be given oanly by
thorough study and open debate, that this momentous ecomomic policy-
making deeision, which smacks so much of the lellon-Hoover era, has

not been made by a few self-interested men in privacy.

s&gys: Thank you, “enator Humphrey, for that timely explasnation of
e new higher-interest policy might mean.
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Senator Hubert H.Humphrey (D.,Minn.) will discuss the

Administration's new higher-interest policy at
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over Station .

The program will be another of the weekly series
eatitled'Your Senator Speaks', traiscribed in Washington by Senator
Humphrey as a report to Minnesota citizens. It is carried regularly
on Station as a public service.

Senator Humphrey will outline his views on what the
sigher-inter«st rate policy of refinancing the national debt will mean
in inereased costs to the government, and discuss the probably effect
it will have on other iiter. st rates on private debt, inecluding a genera
tightening of memidiixix bank credit.

Senator Hugiphrey is interviewed each week on timely
topics of public interest, perticularly those of direct concern to

sinnesota,
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The job that remains to be done in providing adequate
rursl eleectrical service in Minnesota will be discussed by cenator
Hubert H.Hamphrey (D.,Minn.} at over Station
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Senator Humphrey will discuss the HEA program in this

state in commenting on the problems that will confront .nchor lielsoa,
xfopxae Minnesota's former Lieutenant Covernor who was reccntly appointe
new REA Administr-tor in Washington.

Among the problems Senator Humphrey will discuss are

construction
reduction in costs of power to RE. co-ops, caompiekksn of a .nigh-voltage
transmission line bringing Missouri valley power into liinnesota,
completion of ares electrical coverage for i/innesota, adequate financing
for "heavying up” existing 'E. co-op lines, and accelerating the rural
telephone program.
The broadecast will be another of the weekly series entitled

"Your Senator Speaks", transcribed in Washington by Senator Humphrey

as a report to limnesota eitizens, It is carrled regularly on

Gtation as a publie service,
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S : Senstor Humphrey, I know you have always been a staunch supporter
of the Rural Electrification Administration, Now that Minnesota's

) MR AVIRER Nadaow .
former lieutenant governor’has been appointed head of the REA in the
Depertment of igriculture, perhaps you might like to discuss what that
program has meant to Minnesota, as well as some of the tasks that remain
unfinisted.
SENATOR: Yes, 1 certainly would like to talk about the REA, It has made
one of the zgreatest contributions to rural progress in our entire history.
It has not only raised the living standards of our farm people--it has
also nelped revolutionize farm production, But what has always inter:sted
me most about the REA was its basic approach to solving a major national
problem--an outstanding example of what our people can do for themselves
through their Goverament, an example of democracy really at work.

You know, there is still a lot of misunderstanding about
the Government's role in our great rural electrification progranm.
Actually, it hasn't been the government that has achieved the remarkable
record of rursl electrification progress--it has been the farm people
themselves, through their own rursl electric cooperatives. All the
Government has done has been made the necessary credit available, making
it possible for the people to band together and provide themselves with
electric service,

RE. itself operates no rurzl electric or telephone facilities,
and the program involves no grants or subsidies., REA serves principally ™~
as a banker. Its main functions are to lend money and to zive techanical
advice and counsel where needed in the construction and operation of the
borrowers' facilities. REA borrowers repay loans, with interest, from

thelr operating revenues. You know, I've always regarded REA as a very

good exauple of what Abraham Lincoln meant when he said the role of
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Government should be to help our people do for themselves together what
they could not do alone, or do as well alone.

SIMS: I see what you mean, cenator Humphreye. ﬂoxtsucceaarul has REA

been in getting its big job done? %

SENATOR: Tremendously successfull It's almost dirffpult today to realize
that when REA was esteblished in 1935, only around 10 percent of

America's farms had access to electric service, In contrast, the number
of electrified farms had inereassed to 88 percent of the total by June 30
of last year. Our record in Minnesota is even more impressive., Back

in 1935--and that's not so very long ago--less than seven percect of

our farms had electric service., lNow, more than 92 percent of our farms

are electrified.

SIMuS: What about the finanelal side of this program, oenator Humphrey.

Are the REA borrowers paying tack the government's loans?

SENATOR: They certainly are--and ahead of schedule, too. Take our own
state, for example. All of Minnesota's REA co-ops are paying their own

way. As of last year, they had paid about 223 million dollars ia principal
and interest on their RiA loans--including nearly three million paid on
principal ahead of schedule. And that's true for the entire natioan, too.
The entire program has been a good investment, on the government's part.

0f course the total benefits to our economy from such

electrification is multiplied beyond thet originsl investment so manyfold
that it is impossible to fully calculate., Look at it entirely apart from
the improved living standards and comfort and convenieance of rural people.
Look at it entirely apart from the tremendous increases it has made
possible in the farmer's efficiency, his ability to pr-duce. Look at it
from the standpoint of the rest of our economy alone--the workingman

in our factories, the businessman in lain street. Just think what a
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tremendous new market this has opened up for washing machines, for radioes,
for television sets, for all kinds of household electrical appliances,

for electric milking machines, and for other electrified farm production
equipment. Think that that has meant in jobs--sand in business--to the
pation as a whole. That's all part of the CGovernment's extra return on

its investuwent in REA--an investment that is being paid back with interest
by the farm borrowers.

SIMES: Senator Humphrey, what about the future? In view of the figures

you nave given us, is the job pretty well completed--or is there much

yet to be done?

SENATOR: I'm glad you asked that, because there's been considerable
misunderstanding on that score. There's much more yet to be done before

we can even begin to think about REA's Jjob as being asnywhere near finished,
It's true that we are nearing the goal of complete area comerage for
service. That's the first job that has to be finished. But there's another
continuing job, too--that's the job of improving the service, and expanding
the facilities to keep pace with the increased use farmers are making of
electricity. You know, when electric service was first provided in rursl
areas almost 21l of it went for farm household use, Now, even greater
potertials are opening up in the use of electricity in farm produection.

Aud as farmers demand more and more electrical eunergy, it means heavying
up the lines of existing eleetric co-ops to carry the increased loads.
Finaneing is necessary for such expansion, just as it was to start the
service in the first place. Such financing of expansion is just as good

an investment for the government as the original loans, and just as
economically sound., Then, too, the tremendous growth of rural electrificat#
ion has made it necessary for us to look for new and cheaper sources of

power, to bring it down within reach of the farmer's pocketbook so he can
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make full use of sueh eanergy in his farm production. We're going to
need high voltage transmission lines to move electrical energy from
areas where it is available in abundance at low cost, to areas where
costs are now relatively nigh. And then of course there's also the rural
telephone program that really is Just getting under way.
oIMMS: I suppose those are some of the responsibilities that will
coanfront ‘nehor Nelson as REA's new administrator?
SENATOR: That's right, and I called his attention to their vital
importance to Minnesota in a recent letter extending my congratulations
to Administrator lNelson on his appointment. lle has a tremendous opportunity
to be of real service to the farmers of iinnesota and the Hation. It is
my my hope that the farmers of iinnesota and the nation can depend upon
his vigorous support against efforts to cripple or curtail REA activities
that have meant so much to the progress of agriculture.

I have urged Administrator llelson to press vigorously for
what I regard as Tive pressing needs now confronting rural electric
cooperatives in Minnesota. They include reduction in the relatively high
costs of energy to linnesota cooperutives, coanstruction of the loug-urged
230,000 volt transmission line to bring Missouri valley power into
Minnesota, completion of Minnesota's rursl area electrical coverage,
adequate financing for "heavying up™ existing REA co-op lines, and
acceleration ot the rural telephone program,
SIMMS: Senator, I'm sure those policies would be most welcome ahong
all REA cooperatives in the country, not J@Bt in Minnesota. Dut Jjust how
does the cost of energy to REA co-ops in Minnesota compare with other
areas?
SENATOR: Unfortunately, the cost of power to our co-ops is still too

high. Last year, the average cost to Minnesota co-ops for electric energy
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was a cent and a quarter per kilowatt hour for the bulk of power

supplied by private commercial power companies, and one und a third cents
for the energy purchased from municipal generating systems. That's far
above the natlonal average. For the nation as a whole, average cost

to REA co-ops mf for energy purchased from private commercial companies
was 8.6 mills per kilowatt hour--less than one cent. Average cost of
power supplied from publically-owied sources, such as fureau of
Reclamation projects--was even cheaper--5.9 mills, or only a little more
then a half-cent per kilowatt hour.

It seems obvious that Minnesota urgently needs access to
new sources of lower=-cost power, such as the proposed high-voltage
tronsmission line from the Garrison dam in llorth Uakota through Vestern
Minnesota would provide. '

Earlier this month, representatives of twenty rural electric
co-ops and three private power companies from linnesota urged a fouse
appropriations committee to provide at least four million dollars to get
the project under way. I have urged 4nchor Nelson to vigorously support
that reguest. You know, the earlier ‘ruman budget proposals had ealled
for appropriating the entire 17 million dollars needed to complete the
jobe low, howev r, we're facing & battle to even get encugh funds for
a start on the project.

SIMS: Suppose vongress refuses to appropriate the fuads to the Bureau

of Reclamation for the transmission line, Senutor. Is there any other way
it could be ocbtained?

SENATOR: Yes, there is another alternative, and I have also called 1t to
Administrator lelsoa's attention. If no action is taken on the Bureau's
request, lelson now has the authority to make REA loans directly to the

interested cooperatives and power companies to run the line themselves.



I'm sure it could be worked out as a joint project, if the new
administrator will take the 1nit1a§176 to do it.

SIiS: Senator Humphrey, hasn't Secretary of Agriculture Benson
recommended sharp reductions in REA loan funds for the year ahead?
SENATOR: Yes, he has---and many of us are guite concerned about the
effect it might have on REA's future. Many co-op leaders from Minnesota
have expressed such concern to me.

Of course, these proposed budget slashes were recommended
before /Anchor elson was nemed administrator. However, 1 have urged
him to carefully consider the needs ahead and see if he can't use his
influence in his new position to prevent undermining the great work of
REA cooperatives. I have urged him not to be misled by the false
economy advocates who ignore the fact that all REA loans are self-
liguidating and interest bearing. erhaps it looks good for the record
to say millions are slashed from a bugget, but it doesn't mean a cent
has been saved when such reductions are only in loan funds that would
be fully repayable. I'm as interested in economy as snyone else, but I
don't want to risk crippling our rural electriec service just to build a
paper record of economy,

SIMMS: What about the rural telephone program, “enator Humphrey? Isn't
it faced with e similar cuot-back in loan funds?

CENATOR: Yes, it is, I'm very sorry to say. I want to discuss the rural
‘telephone program more at length some other time, because I believe it is
tremendously important, It's one challenging job that can't be ignored
mueh longer. There's talk now of a "stretch-out™ in the rural phone
program, and I'm afraid that could undermine the economie scundness of

the entire effort to extend telephone service to all rural areas of

America,



That's another of the problems for which “nchor Nelson
will be responsible, and I have warned him of the dangers of upsetting
the goou start that has already been made.

I'm sure all of us hope that with a Minnesota man at the
helm, Minnesota's vital interest in REA will not be ignored, And I
can certainly essure you of one thing--I'm going to keep on fighting
for improved rural electrification until one-cent power is available
to all of our fermers, and every farm home that wants it can have a
telephone,
SIdS: Thank you, “enator Humphrey, for that interview on the job still

aghead Tfor the .l in Minnesota,
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SLiiS: 7YOUR SENATOR REPORTS! Agaln we bring you Senator Hubert H.
Humphrey with his weekly report from the nation's capitol. This program
is brought to you as 2 public service in cooperation with this station.

Senator Humphrey, I understand you have expressed concern
about famine conditions in Pekistan, and recent news dispatches have
told us about a government crisis there as a result of a wheat erop

failure, Vhat can you tell us about it?

SENATOR: I can tell you one thinge-I don't think the merican people
want to see any people starving, anywhere in the world, while we have
huge food reserves beyound our needs.

I'nm concerned about the situation in Pakistan, both as a
humanitarien problem, and as a problem in intern:stional relatioans that
could directly effect the curreat "cold war". Vou kanow, Pakistan is
providing us with a concrete example of how important food can be in

strengthening the free world, and helping to combat communism.
SIMMS: Just how do you mean, Senator Humphrey?

SENATOR: It's this way--any time there is hunger in the world, an
opportunity is provided for the communists to move in and create unrest.
And when hunger becomes so scule as to threaten the stability of a
government, the opportunitiss for communist infiltration are that mdeh
greater, $o whenever we can help avert hunger by allegiating famine, we
are not only strengthening a weak link in the chain of common goodwill
that binds the free world together--we are actually wiping out opportun{j
for the Coviet to make new inroads of internal aggression, o

That's how I regard the situation in Pakistan. lather than
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consider it as another problem to worry cbout, we should actually regard
it as an opportunity to make zood use of our abundance, and show our
humane concern for the well-being of free peoples everywhere, an
orportunity to checkmate any chance of new communist urrisings or
political demonstrutions,

SIMS: Senator, how serious does the famine threat a pear to be in

Pakistan?

SER/TOR: From all evidence we have had so far, it is very serious. “hile
the situation is reported most imnediately acute in western Fokistan,
the entire population of 75,000,000 people in that country are confronted
with serious famine unless at least 1,500,000 tons of wheat can be obtained
for its fast-e ptying granaries, to replece the failure of its own crons.
Prime Minister Nazimuddin, before the collapse of his
coverament, sald the situstion was so desperate that some people hove
been drivea to living on wild vegetation,
fefore “rime Minister Nazimuddin's government regime fell,
I urged our State Department, our Department of griculture, and our
Hatual fecurity sdministration to take wha tever steps necessary to
assure Pakistan this country could not stand by while its people
starved--partiocularly when we Lave over 500 bushels of wheat in storage
and a big bumper crop coming om that is posing us with disposal problems.
lowever, before we could obtsin any setioa in Washington, the
unrest hed reached such a point inPakistan that the erisis-ridden
government of Premier Nazimuddin has follen, Fortunately, pro-imerican
Mohammed ili, Pakisten's ambassador to the United ftates, has been called
home to form a new government., It is to our own security iaterests to give

him all the help we can, He will still face the same problems of feeding a
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wheat-eating people, witiiout any wheat. Ve have wheat to spare. What we
do about it will certaiily be watched by many peoples throughout . sia,
not just in Pakistan alone,

SDRiS: What do you think this eountry should do, ~eénator--give them the

wheat, or advance it as a loan?

SELATOR:  Well, it's just as I told lecretery Henson, Lecretary Dulles,
and Mutual ~ecurity sdministrator Stassen--we must find a way to help,
one way or another. Certalily between them they should be able to work
out a plane-whether it is a long~-temm loan, whether it's barter, whether
it's sale at special concession prices, or whether it's an sutright gift
cecretary Senson has responsibility for our huge reserves of wheat owned
by the Commodity Credit Corporation, and certainly should be seeking suc
outlets for its useful consumption wherever and wheneve: they present
themselves, Mutusl Cecurity Administrator Stassesn has the responsibility
for economie aid to iakistan, and ‘ecretary Dulles siould certainly be
coneerned about the situation too. fter all, if we doa't do sometiing
obout getting wheat to Pakistan, they might have to turn to Russia for
it.ussla has the wheat to give--but I think sll of us know the ki d of
conditions the Kremlin would impose on a weak and struggling country nee

such assistance,

SIMMS: I can see, Cenator Humphrey, th:ot it gets squarely into the realm

of our foreign policy, doesa't it?

SELATOR: Yes, it certainly does, The world knows we have an abundance
of wheat--a surplus of wheat. llow we react to & struggling country in

distress could win or lose us friends throughout the world. /nd you can

be sure that lussia will make the most of any hesitancy we show toward
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extending the helping hand of friendship we are always talking about.

Of course,my Iirst consideratio:s is the humanitarian one that
1 tnink 2ll of us feels e don't want to see anybody starve, But it
certainly seems in this instance that more than humanitarian considerations
are lovolved. Our attitude toward underprivileged people everywhere is
aow o matter of our foreign relations, and of our being alert to the
psychologleal advantages mf any such humsne gesture could mean in the
cold war,

But I think we have even further conciderations in such
emergencies, and that is as a matter of our agricultural policy. I have
always urged that we ex end greater efforts to make grod use throusiout
the world of our agriculture's ability to produce. Ve hear complaints
about surpluses, yet how can there be real surpluses if people are
starving for lack of the same commodities? We hear talk of plans for
restricting wheat production, but we don't hear enough about finding ways
of using our wheat and other surpluses when an actusl need is apparent,

It doesn't necessarily mean ziving it away, even though it
would be better to take a loss for such purposes than just to have our
food products sit in storace. But our country is already providing economie
aid in various forus to ‘akistan, aud I think the /gricultural Department
should be mkmx on its toes in a case like tuis to see that wheat, rather

than money, is lncluded in the aid extended--thereby benefitting
American farmers as well as the people of Pakistan, That's why I have

urged ecretary Benson to get busy at once working out some plan with
HMreij,assen and lireDulles. If they need additionsl legislation, I have asked

them to let me know so the Congress csn be asked to provide it,.

SDES: I would think Cecoretary Denson would certeinly push for such an

opportunity to unload some of our extra wheat, Senator. Aren't we still

faced with lower imports even under the new wheat agreement?
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SERATOR: That's right---the long negotiations for a new wheat
agreement have finully ended with a price agreenent among the exporting
countries, but it is at s level that has squeezed Great Britain out of
the paoct this year as the largest importing country. 1'm glad to see
the wheat agreement renewed for orderly world marketing, but I'm

afraid our concern over narrowing the gap of export subsidies we might
have to pay may cventually cause us more difficulties by narrowing our

export market tremendously.

SDiS:  Vhat are the terms of the new wheat agreement, as far as price

is concerned?

SINATOR: 4ll of the exporting nations-~the United -tates, Cauada,
Australia, and ¥rance, have affixed thelr signatures on the new pact whic
provides a top world price of $2.05...+25 ceats per bushel higher than
under the expiring agreement, Enough importing ccuntries, without Britair
have accepted to make it effective. Th- current world market price for
wheat is $2.20 per bushel, but in view of big stocks Britain is gacbling
that prices will fall, even bulow the 12,05 figure., Her representatives
had announced they were unwilling to go any higher than {2 per bushel,
and ou representatives were unwilling to drop that low even though it
was only $1.80 under the old egreement, with s subsidy to meet the daiffe

ence to gpowers up to the price support level.

SINMS: What effect will Sritain's holding out have on the agreement,

Sena bor Humphrey?

SEUATOR: That's hard to predict, but most of our officials close to the
situation say that it won't wreck the agreement, llowever, it certainly
won't help it be very effedtive elitier, Zritain has been buying 177 mill!
bushels of wheat & year under the agreement. In view of the bumper cor-

and big reserves in most exporting countries, she has a good case ’
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arguing for a lower price--plus the fact that she jJust doesn't have the
dollar exchange to buy at & higher price. resumably, she will have to 1t
and get the wheat she needs fro Conada, outside of its commitments

under the wheat agreement. All of the export quotas will be smaller with
Britain's requirements subtracted, and Canada will apparently have

enough remaining to deal with Britain through burter between individual
Eritish buyers und individual Canadian sellers, However, that isn't much
help to ‘merican producers who are losing out on the British export mark

for their wheat.

SIS: Speaking of Sritain's ability to buy American farm products,
Senator, what effect is our present foreign trade policy having on that

situation?

SEWTOR: Unfortunately, s very depressing effeet, Lot me give you one
good example. Perhaps wheat (rowers didn't think about it that way, or
othes farmers either--but they siould have been concerned receatly when
they ruvad thet _ecretary of Defense | llson had rejected a British bid fo
produciag more than §6,000,000 worth of electrical equipment wanted by
our Defense departrment, even though Great Britain was low bidder by
dlmost a million dollars, aund would have paid an additional 7600,000 in
customs duties,

If Britain can't sell any products in the United States, it
can't get /merican dollars to buy American farm products.

That rejection of a Sritish bid on transformers and generator
meant more than an additional cost of §1,000,000 to ‘merican taxpayers
for those defense items--it meant a loss of 6,000,000 in potential
British markets for wheat and other imerican ferm products,

That's why I am so concerned with the entire growing

high-tariff "protectionisti™ tendency in Congress, a trend back to the
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Smoot-iiawley days of restricting rather than expanding internaticnsl
trade, and a tread directly contrary to President Eisenhower's
anaounced cim of encouraging trade rether than aid to bolster economiec

streangth of the free world,

S1MiS: Thank you, Senator [Humphrey.....7ou have been listening to
Senator Hubert !l,Humphrey, brisging you his weekly report on eveats
in the nation's capital. May we thank this station for its cooperatioan.
Senator Humphrey will be with you next week, 2t the same time, 1his is

Washington, réturning you to your station announcer,
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SIMMSs YOUR SENATOR REPORTS) Again we bring you Senator Hubert H.Humphrey,
with his weekly report from the nation's capitels This program is brought to
you &8s a public service, incooperation with this station,

Senator Humphrey, the defense situation seems to be uppermost

in the mind of most people these days, What can you tell us about the latest
trends developing on the international seene?

SENATOR: Just as I predicted when Russia's new peace blitz wes started,
we're beginning to see just how phoney the“oviet peace overtures really are,
Perhaps some people may have been fooledmkiloax for a little while, but they
certainly shouldn't be fooled now, There!s too much evidence of what Russie is
really up to,

Soviet fussia is just shifting its emphasis from military to economic
warfare, seeking to buy time to promote disunity and strife among the
non-communist nations while it builds uwp ite oun military and economic strength,

Wateh the financiel and economic headlines for @ while, instead of
Just the military headlines, and you'll see more evidence of the new Soviet
line,Russia is trying to wean trade away from the western world, It's now
evident that our trade resrictions have been hurting the iron curtsin ares, badly,
To make good its industrial and m'litery expansion foals by 1955--the date the
Kremlin has fixed for doubling its military strengtheeRussia snd its satellites
need trade and resources from outside their own boundaries, Watch the trade
concessions Russia is orfering various sreas of the world, Watch particularly
Russia's effort to split off and neutralize some of the most productive areas on
the fringes of the free worlde~fermany and Japane-by encouraging them to trade
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with Russia and the ean@@w in the world today-eend
Russia hopes to gain more Just the ous advantages of trade to
biild up its own strength,

Sl ¥S:What else do you think lies behind this Soviet "trade war" strastegy,Senator?

SENATORsRussia is gemgling on the western powers getting into a fight among
themselves over world trade, breaking up the solid front of the free worlde
And you can be sure the Kremlin is going to do everything it can to stir up
such troubles between nations of the free world, if they don't develop anyhow,

SIMMS: Ien't thet what Merxist theory has always taught?

SENATOR: Yes, it is, but even more significent is the fact that the late Premier
Stalin re-emphasized that Marxist theory in the last article he wrote and publi shed
before his death, It was an article prepered for the ommurist Party Congress
last October, actually charting the course of Communist strategy now being followedds
Stalin hinted at the temporary peace offensive, by saying war was not inevitable,
immediately, Ne said communism could still look for competition for markets between
the capitalist nations, and for trade wars and shooting wers to Mllow this
competition, Stalin's second point was that Soviet foreign policy should seek to
aggravate the economic differences of tle western world, in order to pplit off
certain areas from it, The areas which Stalin mentioned specifically were Western

Europe and Japan,

SIMMS: If that is Russia's approach, Ame#leca's trade policies become directly
involved in foreign policy andnational defense, don't they Semstor?

SENATOR: They most certairly do, although unfortunstely some eople are failing
to grasp the full significance of that fact. Scme people are still concerned only

with the immediate materialistic benefits of trade restrictions or high tariffs,
end overlook entirely what such barriers mean in terms of the present world
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struggle.That's why President Eisenhower has had to urge Congress to extend the
Reeriprocal Trade Agreement Act, and wam of the dangers involved in tampering
with that legislation, Unfortunstely, however, high tariff advecates heve found
the most sympathetic ears in the House, and Sepublican Representative Richard M,
Simpson of Pennsylvania is pushing a highetariff bill completely contrary to what
President Eisenhower has asked, In fact, the Simpson bill has so slarmed the -
Presidert that ' rushed five of the Admninistration's top officials up to House
hearings to try and head off the effort to completely destroy the reciprocel trade
act, The simple truth is that while the Adninistretion has talked about "Trade, not
Aid", its own supposed supporters in the Congress are recklessly busy undermining
free trade,

SIM/Ss Semator, if we start erecting new trade barriers won't other countries
retaliate, and start just the kind of economic werfare fussia is hoping to create?

SEMATORsThat's absodutely right. Right now, the realm of world trade imxfmx offers
te most serious challenze to America's leadersidp of the free world, The convicti on
is growing sbroad that the United States is moving in the direction of econamic
isolationism, rather then trade libersliration, Reports from overseas tell almost
daily of business and government leaders who are concluding that this country
is not sincerely concerned with the development of two-way trade, If that opinion
pergsists, the damage to ‘merican “oreign policy will be slmost impossible to
overcome, Our self-interest hes dictated a policy by this country in support
of “uropean unity.for years we have urged the removal of trade and currency
restrictiors, that have made the continent a hodgepodge of conflicting nationale
isms instead of & bulwark of freedom, fet, when barriers are rasied here at howe,
we help defeat the integrated Zuropean system we have supported with cur blood and
our dollars, A return to high tariffs by the United States would play havoc with
the European economies, On the other hand, a further liberalization of American
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trade practices wuld he @ ¥tu to Eurore ans to break down

their omn trade barriers still further,

SIMMSs Semator, if we close our doors to trade with our allies, aren't we driving
them right into fussia's hands?

SEMTOR: That's just whet will happen, and just what “ussis is gambling on
happening, Stories from Europe slready tell of the overtures the ‘wssians are
making with respect to products on shich Amprican tariffs are high, The Russians
are showing an spparent willingness to take whatever western European countries
will export, as long as they can divert trade from us, The Washington Post, in
a recent editorial, called this a fbrm of = poychologicel wedge-criving which
is of potentially great concern to this country, The Europesns must gain part
of their living by trade, the Post comments, andlf they camot sell to the Lnited
States they will eventuslly turn east,

Perhaps the strongest warning against restrictive trade policies was
voiced by Undersecretary of State Walter Bedell Smith, former hesd of the
Central Intelligence Agency, in a very blunt address recently to the Unitec States
Charber of Commerce, Gereral Snith told the businessmen our entire national
security is at stale in trade relationships,fe warned that tariff barriers would
mean losing some of owr sllies, snd weakening the fiee world,

"We can't have it both ways," Gereral Smith said, "We can't tell Japan
to trade with us and not with Communist China, and then make trade with us more

and more difficultn,

SIMMS: Semetor, aside from the importarce of our trade relations to our roreign
relations, do,'t we also need this fbreign trade for the sale of owr own economy ?

SENATOR: Of course we do, Trade m strictions to protect special groups have always
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been examples of cutting «1‘ our Yﬂm. From 191 to the end of

1952, the excess of United States exports over imports was 120 billion smadix dollmrs,
Foreign marie ts are important to us, Agriculture particularly needs foreign markets,
Biports of American farm products declined in value in February for the eighth
econsecutive month, The dollar value of fam exports in February was 19 percent
below January, and 43 percert below February of 1952, Farm exports for all of 1952
were 15 percent under exports in 1941, Is there any wonder then thet famers are
so corcerned with crop surpluses and falling prices, Consumers sbroad need American
farm products, but they d not have dollars with whidh to buy them, Would Congress-
men Simpson and his oolleagues who want to scuttle the reciprocal trade program
prefer to raise taxes, and hand over dllars to foreign countries with which to
buy the nroducts of our “arms? I can't help but menthion that this Congressman
Simpson--who is threatening to upset the Administration's foreign policy through
his highetariff bill protecting srecial interests-eis the ssme CongressmanSi:pson
wo spoke before the Minnesota Bmployers Association not long ago, and eriticized
me for not giving the new administration a fair chance, Well, it doesn't take
much checkins of the record to see who is supporting and who is opposing President
Eisenhower's foreign policies and trade policies, All of his troubles are coming
from within his own party, °resident Eisenhower is fully alive to the significance
of two-way trade, but he does not appear to be fully aware of the forces arrayed
against his trede policy proposals, Fine words from the White House are not
going to be enough to win the battle against those who would like to make

mincemeat of the Prerident's trade program,

SIMiSs Speeking of words from the White House, Senator, would you care to
comment on President Eisenhower's recent foreign policy address?

SENATOR: I felt it was a nemorable address, and made clear to ‘ussia that our
purpose is humane, not conquest, I wired my spprovel and support to President
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Eisenhower after his a&@ Yhtter of thanks from the

Pregid-nt in reply, We needed sich a firm statement of America's position to counter
the Kremlin's recent phoney "peace blitz",The President's speech, calling for
deeds and not just words, was a fine presentation of cur objectives as a nation,

Of course; now the job before Congeess is to give some expression to
those objectives, Congress must give mearing to the President's words, end not
undercut the "resident by falling into the cunning Soviet trap of stirring wp
trade conflicts between western nations, That trep is depending uoon the greed
of special interest groups as bait, Ye must not let any materislistic greed
endarger our entire national security,

Congress must awaken to the seriousness of its responsibilities, and
start showing some real statesmanship instead of acting like jackals quarreling
over the prey.

Communism is at war with freedom, whet'er that war be hot or cold,

The weapons may be guns in one instance, or an olive branch concealing a dagger

in the other, Ye must be prepared for either approach, We must recognize how
closely our traede policies are involved, We must male sure such policies don't

aid and sbet the Kremlin's mow strategy, as General Smith has warned us tie S4mpson
bill woulid do,

Russia's military expension i1s timed to reach its peak in 1955, Our
mobilization goal was aimed ot hitting its full stride thet same year. low, howeveg,
there's new talka bout "stretching o't" our preparedmss over a longer tise, and of
narrowing the mobilization base, Are such policies based on wishful thinking, or
can they be supported by facts? mf'd better malte sure we're not again playing
into the Kremlin's hends, just as/Congress is now threstening to do by driving
foreign trade sway from the United States, and turning it over to Russis.
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SI'MSsThank you, Senator I
Hubert H,Mumphrey, bringing you his weekly report on events in the nation's
capitol, May we thank this station for its cooperstion, Senstor Humphrey

will be with you next week, at the seme time, This is Washington, returning you

to your station announcer,
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Program No.lfp (Standard heading, with note to radio stations)

America's trade mm¥mkemxim policies in relation to our foreign
policy and the nation's defense will be discussed by Senator Hubert H.

Humphrey (D.,Minn,) over Sfation on at af
(day and time)

Warning that the Kremlin is shifting from military to economic
warfare as part of its strategy, seeking to buy time to promote disunity and
stride among the non-communist nations while it builds up its own strerngth,
Senator Humphrey will discuss the close relationship between international
trade and deferse of the free world, and comment upon the dangers oot enirking e
confronting this country as a result of the attitude of many in Congress
against supporting President Eisenhower's request for extension of the
Reciprocal Trade Act without erippling amendnwents,

The broadcast will be another in the regular weekly series entitled
"Your Semmtor Reports", tramscribed by Senator Humphrey in Washington as a
persomsl report to Minnesota citizens, and ca;ried on Station __ ___as a publiec

service,
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SIMMSIYOUR SENATOR REPORTSI Again we bring you Senator Hubert H,Humphrey, with

his weekly report from the nation's eapitol, This program is brought to you
as a public service, in cooperation with this station,

Senator Humphrey, what's happening in the econocmy drive in Congress?
Is the new administration going to balance the budget?

SENATOR:I'm afraid it's a matter of simple aritimetic that Congress won't
balance the budget this year any more than it did last year, unless it is
willing to assume the dangerous risk of slashing our defense funds far below
safe levels, Thet's where the great portion of our tex dollar has been going,
and where it will have to keep on going as long es the threat of Cammunist
aggression continues, We hear lots of talk and see lots of newspaper headlines
about supposedly huge slashes in nonedefense appro riations, but actually
they are only a drop in the bucket se far as total govermment expenditures are
concerned, Furthermorey I seriously question the wisdom of some of this supposed
"economy”, I am certainly heartily in favor of trimming any fat out of
goverment excenditures, but we should think twice before recklessly cutting
into the lean meat of essential government services, I want wise economy, not
reckless economy just to bulld a politiesl record on paper,

SIMMS: Senator Humphrey, do you think some of the cuts proposed so far are
unwise? Do you think some of them come under your description of reckless

economy?

SENATOR: Yes, I certainly do. You lmow, our most ardent economy advocstes have
alweys seld huge savings could be made just through elimination of waste and
innefficiency, They said it wouldn't be necessary to actuslly cut or curtail
government services to the people,
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Well, now that Ynis another story., They've
found there just isn't as much waste and inefficiency es they imagined, So to
make good on promises of savings, they a-e whacking away at programs and services,
Some members of the new cabinet are so anxious to make a record of economy they
are recormending dangerous cuts in their own srograms that they'll come to regret
later, when they learn more sbout their responsibilities, You imow, there's
usually pressure groups with other interests than just “economy" who like to see
government activity whittled down in various fields, They're the people who
insist its "economy" for the government to nullify huge public investments by
giving eway its synthetic rubber plants, and its experimental synthetic fuel plantg

SIMMS sSenator Humphrey, can you give us some examples of the economy proposals
that you feel are reckless or unwise,

SENATORs Yes, 1 certainly can, All of us want economy wherever possible, but I
doubt very much if we want to achieve that economy at the expense of our

school children, And I doubt if its wise for the future safety and progress of
our country for us to cut back on education, just to say we are cutting down the
cost of govermment, For the first time in our history, we now have a Department
of Health, Welfare, end Education, Many of us were pleased at elevation of the
Federal Security Agency to cabinet status, to give proper emphasis to the
necessity for public concern with health, welfare, and education, But I must say
I have felt quite diffrent about it since seeing whet Secretary Olveta Culp Hobby
has proposed doing to the 0ffice of Education, Yer budget recommendstions would
slash its funds 667 under whet was aveilsble last year, reducing the agency to
figurehead status in the Department and rendering it virtuslly useless to

Mmerican ecducation,

SIMMS: Just how are these drastic reductions in the Office of Education's
budpet coing to be made. Senator Humnhreyv?
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SENATOR: That's another 7@ .‘ IPB’. for our taxpayers at home,

You know, it wouldn't be so bad if this econcmy program meant just cutting out
some buresucrats in Wyshington, Dut that isn't it at all. That's what they'd
like to have people think, but it's just not the case,The Department of
Agriculture, for example, had 1,000 more employees in March then it had in
February. Actuslly, in the case of the Office of Ecucation, 99% of the proposed
reduction comes out of funds usually provided for local school programs and
facilities--grants to stetes end school districts, such as for the great votational
education programs. Would you call the vocational sgriculturdl courses and home
economies courses in our high schools "wasteful" and "bungling"? I dop't think
80, Most of us agree that such vocational treining has been one of the great
educationsl contributions to American life, preparing our young people for making
their own way in the years shead, Yet the new Office of Educatlon budget calls
for cutting vocational educetion sllocations to states by one-fourth,lo you
know whet that means? It means local texpayers are going to have to meke up

the difference, if they want these vital school programs to continue,

let me also mention school construction, Everyone reaslizes the seriousness

of our school bullding shortege, Curtailment of construction during war years,
while our populstion was talking a big uwowerd jump, has caught us in a serious
squeeze, Yet the new Office of Education budget has eliminated entirely any funds
for siding in school construction, in areas where federal activity is responsible
for increaséd enrollment of studentse-epushing the burden back onto local
taxpayers, It's hardly a saving, when you just pass the buck for somebody else
to pay the bill,

SIMMS: What are some of the other economy proposals that worry you, Senator?

SENATOR: Well, T'm concerned sbout quite & few of the slashes proposed in the
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Department of Agriculture roposed in our great
conservationwork, I w@@% me’ of slowing dowm
conservation mrogress, and curtailing aid to our Soil Conservation Uistricts.
You kmow, saving money by eliminastin; conservation work is sbout like tyring to
save at home by giving up your fire insursnce, You might be ahead on papere-until
the house burns down, Ye'll be in the same shape if we neglect conservation of

our resources--and that goes for sll of our natural resources, as well as

agricultural resources,

SIMMS: Are some of these proposed budget cuts doing to have a direct effect
on Minnesota?

SEFATOR:They certainly are. It's going to mean curtailed services to Minnesota
people, retarding of vital Minnesota development progress, and heavier local
tax costs upon Minnesota citizense-ewithout any compensating reduction in
federal taxes,

let me give you a fewexauples of setbacks for Minnesota progress as
a result of the reckless economy drive, The Bureeu of Mines asked for funds for
an experimental plant at Minneapolis, for studies on taconite ore, Such studies
are of great economic importance to our future mineral end industrisl development.,
They are even more vitally important, however, to our nationsl defense, Yet Secretary
of Interior McKay hes vetoed the request,; end the House has gone slong with him in
eliminating the necessary funds, I hope to get them restored in the Senate, if
possible,

Of course, even more reople are concerned with the setback given hopes . .
for lower=cost power in western Minnesota. for quite a while we've been fighting
for a high voltage transmission line to bring Minnesote power from Missouri
Basin hydroelectric projects, Munds for the line were included in the Truman budgét.
They were eliminated in Secretary McKay's new recommendations for the Buresu of
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Reclamation, and House c@ :! ¥ That means we don't get even

a start on the transmission line, unless we can get the Senate to restore some
transmission line funds,

SIMVS: Senator Mumphrey, I've also heard you mention that some of the supposed
economics were only "paper savings", not real savings st all,What do you mean
by that?

SENATORs It just means that a lot of bookkeeping scullduggery has gone into

some of these economy claims, For example, there was a lot of newspaper talk

about the fouse cutting $L00 million off "residrnt Eisenhower's budget reqests

in the Independent Offices Appropriation Pill, Whaet some people don't lmow,

howsver, isthdt the federal govermment's annual contribution of #368 million

to the Civil Service Retirement Fund, to match employees' payments, was eliminated

completely, on the grounds that Congress can slways make it up later, In other

words, Congress merely postoonced the government's payment, Sometime in the future

we will have to appropriate this 368 million, so I fail to see any economy involveds

Then again, I don't like claims of "economy" when loan funds, such as

for the "Ef,are reduced, Reduction in such loan funds accounts for much of the

Teconomy® claimed in the Department of Agriculture, Yet these loan funds are fully
repayable, with interest, They don't cost the govermment a red cent in the long

run, Curtailing such loan funds may sound like economy, but they really mesn a set-

back inrursl development that costs us money in the end,

SIMMS: Senator, what are the prospects for defense and foreign aid funds?

SENATOR: Congress is just beginning to study the President's recommendstions,
and I hope they proceed with caution, I have respect for President Eisenhowerts
military judgement, He has warned that he has already cut his recommendations
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Jjust as severely os he b@ @@-ym dangerous risks, Yet
tary

elready we hear many reckless statements in Congress asbout cutting mili
expenditures and foreign aid much more heavily, That's what they will try to do,
if they follow the reckless examples set on some of our domestic appropriations, I
hope we can avoid such risks, We can survive setbacks in domestic programs, as
unwise as they may be, But we might not survive foolish and reckless slashes in
defense funds, by people with their eyes on the ballot box rather than the nation's
security,

5IMMSs Senator, haven't you introduced an economy act of your owun aimed at
encouraging a sounder approach to curtailing federalamommmlt expenditures?

SENATORsYes, I have,,.and the methods I suggest have Leen approved by many
Republican and Democratic observers alike as the most practical way to achieve
econony, My bill would require roll call votes on all appropristion measures,
and wouth suthorize "item veto” by the President, so he could weed out pork
barrel appropriations; without having to tie up all govemment operating gunds,

I want to add just one other comment on all the "economy talk" in
Congress, I hope it doesn't fool the public into overlooking some of the other
thinge going on,

For example, the cost to the public of higher interest rates on the
goverrment debt, on veterans loans, on h;ou loans, on business and fam losans,
and on all private financing is poing tgbl far exceed any savings proposed by these
slashes in government functions, People might put up with loss of important public
services, if it meant a real saving, But I doubt if they can see why they should
go without such services, just to hnw‘: i interest rates voluntarily reised
by the govermment so that it must pay(more for its owun debt, and force its

citizens to do likewise on all theilil‘i privete debts.
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SIMMS: Thank you, Senator @@P%mm to Senator Hubert

H Humphrey, bringing you his weekly report on events in the nation's capitol.
May we thank this station for its cooperation, Senator Humphrey will be with
you next week, at the same tise, This is Washington, returning you to your

gtation annouvncer,



COPRY
gang
Program No.Jd (Stamdard Rmessx Heading with Note to Hadio Stations)

The econamy drive in Congress will be discussed by Senator Hubert

H,Humphrey (D., Minn,) over Station on at .
day and time

Récklesa economy vS, sound economy will be the theme of Senator

Humphrey's discussion, during which he will cite numerous examples of what
he describes as false economy, Included in the Xwiendomx interview will be
corment upon the effect of many bdfiget slashes upon Minnesota projects, including
the Bureau of Mines experimental plant in Minneapolis, the high voltayge trammissi or
line into Western Minnesota, and conservation work in the state,

He will also comment on proposed drastic cuts in the vocational
education programs, andelimination of funds for school construction aid,

The broadcast will be another in the weekly series entitled
"Your Senator Reports", transcribed in Washington by Senator Humphrey as
a personal report to Minnesota citizens, and carried on Station _______a.a a
public service,
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SINMSs REPORT FROM WASHINCTONL Again we bring you Senstor Hubert i Humphrey, with
his weekly report from the nation's capitsol, This program is brought to you as a
public service, in cooperation with this station.

Senator Husphrey, what are the prospects for the great St.lawrence
Seaway project about which we have been heering so much for many years?

SENATOR: After a long struggle, I am happy to be able to report, the prospects
are very encouraging. 1t now looks like we are closer than ever to opening wp
our grest inland weterway to the sea,

You lmow, I am 2 member of the foreign felstions subcommittee of the
Senate now conducting hearings on the seawasy project, I'm glad that I'm in such

an advantapeous position to work for realisation of this great development dream
& e Caliy v

thet means so much to the entire nation, but
uidwest,
We hsve been very much encouraged by President Eisenhower's recent
declaration of his anproval for at least the opening phase of the Stelawrence
Seaway, putting the full support of the Administration behind action at this session

of the Congress,

SIMMS: Senator Humphrey, does the Administration's Seawasy plan extend the
developeent all the way to Mimnesota?

L %us & }5{ DL ey

SENATORS WM, it does not, However, it does provide for the essentlal
orening steps of this great project, Our job is to see that fieepening of the
Oreat Lakes connecting channels goes hand in hand with other St,lewrence Seawvay
developments, For Minnesota and the upper midwest to share in the benefits of
the St.lLawrence Seawsy project, these comnecting charnels must be deepened
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It certainly would be unthinkable to long deny Minnesota and the great
ni.dtni west access to ocean shipping, once the St,lawrence Seaway is opened, Duluthe
Superior isalready the second largest port in the nation, in terms of tonnage
handled, Mirnesota produces many products for world trade, We need and deserve our
own ocean ports,

Construction of the Seaway end the deepening of the chamnels will take
a nunber of years to complete, of course, They should go hand in hand, We ought %o
begin now making sure the full benefits of the St.lewrence Seaway can be realized,
We need the channel deepening improvements for our own lale shipping now, regardless
of progress on the seaway. But we're going to need such work all the more when the
Seaway is achieved, as I am confident it eventually will be, and we shall be csught
unprepered unless we start not on the channel deepening improvements,

SIMMS: Senator, haven't the Public "orks Committees of Congress acted favorably
on going forward with the channel deepening project?

SENATORsYes, they have, The Senate Public Works Committee aprroved the resolution

I submitted calling for the Army Engineers' Doard offivers and Harbers to conduct
necessary new studies and prepare new costs estimates preparstory to deepening the
chennels to & depth of 27 feet, Similar action was taken in the House, The next

task is to pet funds appropriated for the Army Enginners to start on this authorized
work, and that's whaet we are endesvoring to do at the present tive, The engineers
estimate that 125,000 would be required for such work during the coming fiscal year,
but no funds are earmarked for this project in the Administration's budgetx on which
hearings are now being held, I have asked both the Senste and House civil functions
subcommittees onmpropriations to include that smount, however, end I have emphasized
the vital importence of the channel work to the cventual completion of the Seaway,

I am hopeful we can get the necessary funds provided,
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SIMMSs Senator fumphrey, @l@w ged the civil functions

comuittee to restore funds for some other Minnesota projects that had been
eliminated from the revised budget estimetes, Can you tell us something about them?

SENATOR: That's right, and I'm glad to discuss them because they are of great

importence, I'm pabtidularly concerned over the proposed budget's elimination of
$615,000 that had earlier been eamsried for mucheneeded harbor work atDuluth, and
elimination of §550,000 needed to continue work on the St.Anthony Falls project in
Minreapolis, I have presented evidence in support of both projects, as have others
from Minnesota,

I'm convinced the DulutheSuperior harbor work is essential to our national
defense, as well as of vital importance to Duluth commerce, Necessity for the harbor
improvements was recognized during the closing days of the 82n¢ Congress when
Public Law 560 was passed, authorizing the work for which we are now seeling funds,
The project calls for deepening the harbor chanrel to permit deepedraft vessels to
move betweer Duluth and Superior harbor basins when one of the two entries is
blocked, You know, the existing Superior front channel presents & definite
bottleneck to all carriers, With certain ice conditions, the Duluth entrance may
be closed snd vessels entering and leaving the harbor must do so with reduced
carrying capacity because of the lower channel depths along theSuperior front, Such
work is economically justified, and from the standpoint of national defense is
vitally necessary in order that a continuous flow of iron ore be meintained via

vessels between SulutheSuperior Harbor and the lower Lakes ports through the
navigation season,

Along with City Engineer Hugo Erickson of Minrespolis and other
witnesses, I have endeavored to eonvince the civil functions Committee that there
would be no resl economy in suspending work on the St,Anthony Falls oroject, It would
cost as much to terminate present construetion and protect the work already done,
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access to the pool above the Falls of St.Anthony for river terminal facilities, My
friend Arthur Strong, secretary of the Upper Mississippi Waterway Association, was
among the other witnesses effectively advocating funds for this and other navigation
projects of importance to Minnesota, I'm still hopeful we can get the funds from
this session of Congress, despite the fact that they were tewporarily cut out of the

revised “economy" budget,

SIMMB: I'M sure Minnesota citizens will be glad to know a fight is being made %o
protect these development nrojects, Senstor Humphrey, Are there any other proposals
before the civil functions subcommittee on appropriations, in which Minnesota hag
a stake?

SENATORs Yes, there are....two of them in particular, We in Minnesota have a vital
stalee in construction of the new Keokuk lLock on the Mississippl in Iowe, to replace
the present ocbsolete 39eyearwold lock, If the present lock should fail, shipping

up the Mississiopi would be cut off, Minnesota is now heevily dependent upon

river shioping for its suoplies of fuel oil and coal, While funds for this project
have been trimmed in the revised estimates, the Burcau of the Budget has wisely
recognized the importance of this work being carried out, I have urged the Comuittee
to retaln funds for this project, and not cut them any further,

Then, of course, Minnesota is also keenly interested in the propesed
appropriation of $925,000 for flood eontrol work along the Red River of the North,
Our flood losses in the fed Mver Basin in 1950, 1951, and 1952 have been counted
in the Millions, 11l of us, I'm sure, are anxious to avoid further humansuffering
and finsncisl loss by providing adesuste funds to the Corps of Engineers for
construction of necessary flood protection works along the river, So far, there has
been no indication that this estimate will be cute I have strongly urged that the
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full amount be retained, tional funcs be provided Wx
for flood survey work by 80 tha can make further progress on
other projects in Minnesota,

SISy Semator Humphrey, while we're talking about Mimnesota development orojects,
what's the situation in regard to the high voltage transmission line our state has
been seeking to bring us lower cost power from the Missouri bagin?

SENATOR: I'm glad you brought that up, It's another case of where we are having
to meke a determined fight, to protect Mimmesota's interests, You know, funds
for the transmission line were included in the original Truman budget, But under the
economy drive pressurcs of the new Administretion, it was eliminated in the revised
budget estimates submitted to Congress, The House has already ﬂé’rm
the Interior apprepriations bill, without including funds for the Minnesota
transnission loop, Not it's up to the Senate,

I have sought to impress upon our Senate appropristions committee the
importance of this projoct to our state, and many othors from Minnesota have
Joired in making clear our need,

is I have told the eppropriations committee, this is not a partisen
fight, nor even a fight involving the controversial suestion of publie vs,privete
power, Tt is a fght for development and progress, in which our state 1s nob united,
Spokesmen for both the privete utilities of Minnesote snd the great retwork of rural
eleectric cooperstives in our state have Joired in support of the trammission line,

endeavoring to convince Congress of the urgent need for additionsl sources of
power for Minnesota, The National Association of Rural Slectrie Cooperatives has
supported use Paul “dchter of Wadena, P.J.E,Peterson of SteJames, Sivon Lundquist
of Wheaton, Leroy Sabie of Pipestone, Clarence Peterson of Pelican fapids,; and
( CeLsPaluertson of Mankato have been among Minnesota's rural electric mmm: co-op dmuuks
_Aeaders who have come to Washington in support of the transmission line, emphasizing

ot
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I think we may yot get favorable action, If we do, it will probably
be the result of the teamwork displayed in behalf of this project, with public and
private power interests working together toward offering our state the best power
service possible at the most reasonsble costs that can be achiewed,

If it is the desire of Congress to encourage such harmony between
cooperative power users snd private power distributors, rather than drive them
into hostile camps, I certainly believe Minnesota's united request should be
heeded and funds provided for bringing realization to the high voltage line project
upon which these groups have worked so closely together,

Any other course will be & setback to Minncsota, It will be a setback
to the rural clectric cooperetives, to the privete power companies, and to the
municipal power systems, But even more importamte-it will be a setback to the
altimate power consumers in Minnesota, now confrontéd with power costs among the
highest in our country,

I'm try ng to keep those setbacks from happening,

8IMMSs Thank you, Senator NMumphreye...s¥ou have been listening to Senator Hubert
HoHumphrey, bringing you his weekly report on events in the nation's cepitel, May

we thenk this station for its cooperation, Senmator Humphrey will be with you next
week, at the same time, This is Washington, returming you to your station announcer,
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Progranm No.18, Week of May 25

Minnesota development projects now before the Congress
will be discussed by Senator Hubert H,iugphrey (De,Minn,) over Station

on at ”
{(day and time(

The St.Lawrence Seaway, DulutheSuperior Harbor improvements,
tfn Ste.Anthony Falls project, and construction of the new Keokuk Lock on the
Mississippi in Jowa will be among the navipgation projects Senator Humphrey
will discuss, reporting on progress of hearings and the fight for appropriations
to carry on these projects in which Minresota has 2 big stake,
Senator Humphrey will also comment on the Red River of the
North flood control project, and discuss the latest developments in the fight
to get a high voltage transmission line to bring Missouri bnﬂn electric power
into western Minnesota, \ _
Senator Humphrey is a member of the sube | ttee holding hearings
on the St.Lawrence Sesway, and has been meeting with various apprmpriation
comnittees in suoport of the other Mirmesota projects,
The broadcast will be another in the week ‘ series entitled
"Report from Washington®, transeribed by Senator Humphrey as f!a personal report to
Mimnesota citizens &nd carried on Station ____as a public aeirdw.

|
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SI1dMS: Senator Humphrey, 1'd like to discuss Cood Government with you
today. During eleotion campaigns we always hear lots of discussion
about the need for improvement and reforms in various political
processes and government operstions, but then it seems to fade out
of the public eye. You are a pember of the Vommittee on Governmeat
Operatious. What, if anything, 1s being done toward improvin. the
structure und operation of our government and its political processes?
SENATOR: I''m elways glad to discuss better government, I realize, of
course, that more controveprsisl and pressing problems usually catch
the headlines., But I do feel several ilmportant proposals are before
this Congress that could ¢ ntribute considerably to better overnment,.
I have introduced several of them myself,

I'm very pleased that President Eisenhower has recently
approved one of them. He has indicated his support for establishing
a Commission on Intergoveramental Relations, to improve the relatioas
between our federal, state, and local governmenta, Thut's a very broad
and complex field, but it is highly importent to sound goverament.

During the 8lst Congress I was chairman of a Senate Subcommitted
which reconmended such a Commission. I again iatroduced a bill in the
present session of Congress calling for such sction, ~nd naturally I am
quite happy that President Zisenhower is supporting my proposal. I am
hopeful that we are going to get some results.

Another one of my bills to strengthen local governments, by
returaning to them some of the tax revenue they have lost in recent
years by the federal government's inereased activities, has been

supported by President Eisenhower's Bureau of the Budget,
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I am convinced that we must begin to strengthen our local
governments and prevent undue centralization if we are to atrengthen
our democracy, and if our federasl zystem of governmeant is to serve
the needs of our people,

8 33 Senator, what is being done about encouraging more dependence

on the merit system, and less upon politiesl patronage, in public service?
SEUATOR: That's a very timely question, because I regret to say curreant
pressures seem to be in the other dirsetion. Of course, I suppose it is
only human nature to find tremendous pressures for politic:ul patronage
in a new administration, There is room for the argument that political
patronage is isportant in & policy-meking government position, but there
can be no legitimate cxcuse for patronege in other ageuncies of
government, I was for the merit system when the Yemoerats were the

ma jority perty, and I remain for the merit system now that the
Republicans are in power,

I have introduced a bill to extend the blue ribbon merit system
in our Governsent, It would require Vollectors of “ustoms, United ! tates
Attorneys and United /tates “arshalls to be appointed in accordance
with the eivil service laws, rether than be political plums. It provides
further for the elimination, onoe and for all, -f political patrona

&e
e

o~

in the appointment of Postmasters in first, second, and third class
Post Offices,

There's nothing new about my position on such jobs. I haVee
been an advocate of the blue ribbon merit system as an esseantial step
in the developrent of & clean goverament program ever since I have been
a member of the Yenate., You may recall hy active support in behalf of
iteorganization Plan lo.l of 1952, eliminsting political patronage from
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the Bureau of Iuternal XHevenue, I likewise supporied the Reorganization
Plans to eliminate political patrorage in the remaining agencies of

our goverament. Uafortunately, the ~enate did not see fit to agree with
all of t ose Reorcanization plans during the 82nd Congress. It is my
hope that they may now agree to ensct legislation to carry out such
vital objectives of good and meritous governuent. The spoils system
should be eliminated--and my bill will gzo far to end it.

SIMUS: I'm sure everyone intercsted in better zovernment service will
wateh with interest what happens to that bill of yours, Benator Humphrey.
How let me ask you something else that's always bothered me. A lot of

us are confused over the cumborsome electorsl college system by which we
now elect our President and Vice Pr sident. Is anything being done about
changing 1t?

SENATOR: WVell, I hope something will be done about it, I have introduced
a proposed coastitutional acsendment to abolish the sXmtpEakx electoral
college, eaud establish la its place the dirsct popular election of
Pr.osident and Vice President. The way it works now the electorzl college
is really an obstacle in the path of democracy. It means the votes of
some ditizens are worth twice, five times, or even ten times as mueh as
others due to their geographiec distribution.

There mwmme‘rmw&d people i the
UM%&M ﬁm &oﬁ‘h@h&ha},—ls I towink parg of “that _voter apathy
in pn{amentiax*’eleoum caa-be blafied on the confusio 8f the electoral
eollese-aystem,

Voter apathy is one of the worst obstacles to good governmentes
government that is really responstb to the people. There are sn estimated
37 million qualified people in the United “tates who don't vote at all,

I'm convinced our antiguated electoral college system contributes to
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such apathy because of the confusion it oreates, and because under
it millions of votes are not counted at all in every Presidential
election,

There certainly seems no excuze in a democracy for a system i
wiich ellows a man to be elected ‘resident of the United Ctates, even
though more .mericans may have voted for his opponent., Th:t has
actuolly happened t.ree times in the short history of our couantry, and
could happen agaln unless the eleotorul college is abolished,

SIMS: Senator, how is it possible for a President to be chosen by
an slectoral college over another candidate with o larger vote?
SLIATOR: There are three factors that contribute to sueh a sltuation,

First, under the electoral céllege system, it makes no
difference whether & candidate wins a stuote by a narrow margin or by
a sweeping mejority---cll the electoral votes for the state are cast
for the candidate who polls the groatest number of votes in the state,
r8 a result, the votes cast for the losing candidate might just es well
not have been cast at alle-tliey are not ccunted in the nationul results,.

Second, each state, under the present system, is gliven a bonus
of two elector:l votes regardless of its population. This means that
individusl votes cast in large states doan't count as much as Lhose
from the smaller states, For example, the ten largest stutes, with
6 million more people than the 38 other st tes, have 50 fewer electoral
votes,

Third, under the electoral ocollege system, a state casts the
sume number of electoral votes regardiess of the number of people who
turn out to vote. In the 1952 election, one electoral vote in liississipp!
represented less than 36,000 popular votes, while one electoral vote in
Minnesote represented more than 125,000 votes.

Does that seem falr? I'm sure we all revere and respect the
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Mississippi voter, but there are few anong us who will maintain that
his Judgement concerning who should be President is more than three
times as astute as that of the linnesota or Massachusetts voter,

That gives you some idea of how unbslanced the electoral
college system becomes, and how it can distort a real majority voice
of the American people.

SIEiS: Zven after o state has voted to cast its electorsl votes for
one candidate, there's notning binding upon the electors to vote that
way, is there Senator?
SENATOR: No, there's aot. 4An 2lector could legally refuse to vote as
instructed by the voters of his own state, Ve get to regarding the
electoral college process as nere formality, and don't think it very
likely electors would vote other than their state has instructed them,
HSut doa't forgete-tict actuslly has happened. And there's notiing in the
law now to prevent it heppening agein., Under our present electoral
college system, a whole state's citizenry could be dlsenfranchised by
the action of a handful of men,

Does it make good sense to eling to such an out@oded system?

Does it seem wise to leave such loopholes naking it possible to
repudiate the expressed will of the ‘meridan people?

i certainly don't think so, and that's why I have proposed

& constitutional amendment to change it. Ny amendment would be right in
1§nn with the traditions of the lith, 15th, and 19th amendments, removing
reatrietiona on the sufferage. It would be the final step in the
constitutional evolution which began with the Declaration that all men
are created equal, und continued with the assertion that no man or

woman may be denied the right to vote for arbitrary reasons,

SD@S: Seautor Humphrey, I think most folks will agree with you--I don't
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tiink any of us like the thought that our vote might not be as

important es the next fellow's, But haven't you also introduced

another counstitutional amendment in regard to voting?

SENATOl: Yes, I have--l have proposed amending the Coastitution to
permit l8-ysar-olds to vote. I feel such action would broaden and extend
the base of our democracy, and help mske further inroads against voter
apathy.

Encouraging the participation of young people at an age when
they are enthusiastic and interested in goverament and politiecs would
meke = genuine, farereaching, and long-term attack on this problem of
the discouragingly small percentage of imericans exercising their right to
vote. There is no better civie training than the exercise of the right to
vote, Vithout the vote, in fact, all other forms of civic training are
lacking in meaning and effectiveness,

I'm convinced young people would be more than mere passive
voters--they could well be a cat lytiec and informative force in
American politics, and make a definite contribution to American political
life, We mu-t remember the great strides 'merica has made in education
in recent generations--the average l8-year-cld of today has had more
educutional background to gualify him for the responsibilities of
citizenship than the 2l-jear-oclds of a few generat.ous ago.

SIMUS: Hasn't one state already extended this right to vote to its
lB=yeur-olds?

SEUATOR: Yes, it has already been done in Georgia, asd with marked
success. The young people there have shown & tremendous interest in
publiec affairs,

My attitude on this gquestion is about like ‘resident Elsenhower's,
You may recall his comment last summer that "if they're old enough to

fight, they're old enough to vote",



The whole trend of this tense period of intersctional affairs
is to throw increasing responsibilities upon 1B-year-olds, aad to
threasten interruption of their careers as well as Jeopardy to life
itself, ‘urely we have small right to place this uncertain future
before our youth, and st the same time ask them to forego the rights
and duties of eitizenship that would include helping to shape that
future,

SIMES: Thank you, Senator Humphrey...this has been a very enlightening
discussion on some of the constructive proposals befo:se the Vongress
for encouraging better government, improving our electoral processes,

and combatting the apathy of voters.
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Better Government measures pending before the present
congress will be diseussed by Senator Hubert H.Humphrey {De,Minn.)

: at over Station .
(Day) (tice)

Senator Humphrey will communt on proposals for
encouraging better government, improving our electoral processes,
and combatting the apatny of voters, including explanation of
the bills he has introduced to create mwximkx o Commission on
Intergovernmental Relations, extend the blue ribbon merit system
in public service, abolish the electoral college and replace it
with direct popular presidential elections, and granting the right
of vote to l8-year-olds,

The broadeast will be another in a weekly series
entitloed "Your Senator Sneaks", transeribed in Washiagton by
Sena tor Humphrey as a report to Minnesota citizens and carried

on Station as a publie service.
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m Prices
e Consumer!s Dollar
Abundance vs, Scarcity

Radio Script for: SENATOR
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SIMMS: REPORT FROM WASHINGTON! Again we bring vou Senator Hubert H.
Humphrey, with his weekly report from the Nation's capital. This program
is brought to yon as a public service, in cooperation with this station.
Senator Hump'rey, earlier this year you exnressed concerri abont farm
prices, and the outlook for farm income this year. Has that situation

improved any?

SENATOR: I'm very sorry to say that it hasn't improved muchj in fact, in
some respects the situation has been petting worse, instead of better. The
prices farmmers receive have still been going down on most commodities, with
little change in the prices farmers must pay. During April farm prices fell
another five points or two percent, bringing the parity index ——= the index
of the relation between what the farmer pets, and what he has to pay ==
down to 93 points. That's the lowest it has been since hefore World War IT.
Prices received made a slight recovery in May, movings the index back to 9k,
The parity index broke under 100 for the f¥rst time in recent years last
November, and has been slipping downward ever since. Farm prices are now

10% percent below a year ago, and down § percent since last November,

STMS: Senator, I would think such a drop must be putting the squeeze on

farm purchasing power, Is it being feli in Minnesota?



SENATOR: It oemin1y©© Ek amm rural merchant or farm

equipment dealer and he'll tell you farmers just aren't able to buy right
now, or are afraid to buy, in view of the denressed outlook, Tt's eagy to
understand why. During January and February, for example, cash receipts
from marketings of livestock and livestock products alone in Minnesota
were down $21,1:20,000 from the same two months of last year, That's a
lot of money to be missing from farmers' pockets =- and it means a lot of

money missing from Main street wash r-gisters, too.

SIMMS: Are these lower prices for famm products being passed along to the

consumer, Senator, in the form of lower retail prices?

SENATOR: That's one of the sad facts we have to face. Rad news for the
farmer doesn't necessarily mean good news for the consumer, in way of
lower prices. Actually, the consumer seldom feels anywhere near the nrice
fluctuation that hits the farmer == too much of it is eaten up in the snread
in between, the "middle-man" spread of marketing and transportation charges.
Let me illustrate that by some figuma Just recently annoinced by the
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. Retail prices of foods produced on United
States farms averared 3 percent lower inthe first quarter of this year than
in the same period of 1952, At the same time, marketing charges were three
percent higher., Farm prices of these foods, however, dropped almost 10
percent -~ reflecting the decrease in retail prices plus the increase in

marketing charges. As a result, farmers received only L6 cents out of each



CORPY

dollar consumers spent for farmeproduced food products, three cents less

than the farmer': share a year earlier,

That's how it usually works, When farm prices plunge downward, the
middleman usually takes a bigger bite and only passes a very small part of
the decline along to consumers, That's why it is sometimes difficult to make
city folks realize how seriously farmers are hit by falling prices, People
don't find prices very much lower in’ the retail markets, and don't often
stop to think about how far the spread is widening between the farmer and
the consumer. That's where most of vour food dollar goes these days. And
that's why even when the consumer pays more, the fammer is often wetting
less. As a matter of fact, between 1951 and 1952, the average family food
bill went up by $18, but the farmer got $7 less for the farm products that
went into thal average family market hasket, according to the latest Pureau
of Agricultural Economics figures.

Here are a few more interesting illustrations from that BAE report:

In 1952, compared with 1951, consumers paid 1% more per pound for beef,
but the farmer received 5% per pourd less. The middlemen's fees, however,
were 17 percent more,

Try it on bread., The consumer paid 3% more, yet the farmer pgot 2%
less. Again, the middleman got L% wore,

I don't like to use too many figures, tleyv're often confusing. But I
could cite many more commodities where the same trend holds true = the
increasing spread between farmer and consumer accounts for retail costs

failing to reflect the sharp drop in farm prices.
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SIVMS: Senator Humphrey, wasn't some plan under way for the Federal Trade
Commission to study where the consumer dollar goes, so we would know more

about these big spreads between the producer and the consumer?

SENATOR: You are right, there WAS such a plan, but I'm afraid some people
didn't like the idea, Last September, President Truman directed the Federal
Trade Commission to find the answer to this producer-consumer soread, And
in his January draft of the new budget estimates, he asked $186,000 be
provided for such & study bv the FTC, to cover price spreads on bread, flour,
milk, butter, cisarettes, and fertiliszer.

But of course, things have changed a bit around Washington. The Congress
has not only eliminated the $186,000 proposed for such a study, but has
actually forbidden the FTC to undertake any consumer dollar study. The
House of Representatives cut the Federal Trade Commission's budget 2 percent
under what President Truman had proposed, and even 7¢ under what President
Eisenhower requested, Then it also added a "rider" to the funds bill
prohibiting the FTC from undertaking any study of where the consumer's
dollar poes. We tried to pet that rider eliminated in the Senate, but

without suecess,

SIMMS: That's rather amazing, Senator =- you mean as it now stands the

Federal Trade Commission is actually forbidden to investigate this price
taking

spread, prohibited from #ede a look at what becomes of the greater part of

the consumer's dollar?
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SENATOR: That's absolutsly right, and I don't blame you for being a bit
amaged. T think most of us will conclude that the determined effort to
prevent such a study is the best evidence that one is sorely needed. My
friend Senator Kilgore of West Virginia has labelled the FTC appropriation
npider" as the "Food Profiteer's Rider", and I suspect he's about right.
Let me read you what Senator Kilgore said about this strange action:
®Certain powsrful interests, food processors and middlemen, have been
petting more and more of the co’ sumer's dollar, while the farmer has been
getting less and less. Obviously, none of these special interests wants
the public to know precisely how much #f the consupier's dollar he is gatting "
Senator Langer led the fight against this "profiteer's rider." Senator
Gillette of Iowa was another of my colleagues urging restoration of the FTC
appropriation. You know, Senator Gillette has been trying in vain to have
ecreated a Congressional Committee on Consumer Interest. It looked to me
like the proposed FTC study would have gserved the interests of both producers

and consumers by helping to narrow the present gzap between them.

SIMMS: Senator Humphrey, do you think actual costs of handling food products
are causing this bigger spread, or do vou think it's just a case of bigger

profits all along the 1line?

SENATORs Well, I'd imagine it's some of both — but that's just what we

wanted the Federal Trade Commission to help find out. of eourse, food



processors would like to make us believe all the increases in marketing costs
are paid out in labor and similar charges. The facts, however, don't seem
to bear that out,

The net earnings -- after taxes =- of the food processing industry: and
br that I mean manufacturers engaged in such fields as production of meat
products, dairy products, canned and preserved fruits and vegetables, pgrain
mill products, bakery products, beverages and other food products —- the
net eafnings after taxes of this food processing industry were up 1l percert
between the last half of 1951 and the last half of 1952, In other words,
the food handlers were malkln: more money out of farm products at the very

same time the farmers who produce them were making less.

SINMS: While you're commenting on the famlsit.nat.ion, Senator Humphrey,
could you tell us something about the new suggestion vou advanced in the
Senate recently as a possible altemative to acreage allotments and

marketing quotas for wheat and corn?

SENATOR: I'll he very glad to, because I think it fits right into what we
have been talking about ~= the relation between producers and consumers.
I've been fighting vigorously and will keop;?':lghting vigorously to protect
our producers from economic disaster, Yet I certainly don't want to see
the consumer taken advantage of either, and I don't think our farmers want

to take advantage of their customers,



CORPY

That's why I have always urged a philosophy of abundance, instead of

a philosophy of scarcity. You know, a lot of peonle in high places are again
talkin- about the necessity for cutting down farm production. Any restrictive,
philosophy that curtails production penalizes consumers, and in the end
usually hurts the farmer too.

The Secretary of Agriculture is now requirid to invoke acreage allotments
and proclaim marketing quotas whenever supplies exceed a fixed percentage o
the "normal supply", with a formula established in the iaw for determining
“normal supply". Secretary ‘emson has said he expects %o invoke such
acreage allotments, which wean telling the farmer he ecan't go on producing
as much as he is capable of and would like to do.

I hope we can avoid that., I've suggested that new consideration be
given to what should be regarded as "normal" for wheat and corn reserves,
under present world conditions, I have asked that the Administration's
farm leaders take a new look at what should constitute a normal supply in
light of increased dependence upon America's food reserves to back up our
foreign policy. It's time we quit thinking about our food carryovers in
storage simply as unwanted surpluses, and started thinking about them as our
margin of safety against any pcssible food shortages, not only here, but
anywhere in the world., I've suggested increasing the percentage designated
for safe reserves, as a sounder alternative to invoking production curbs,

In my opinion, world food needs, not just domestic markets, will

eventually be the controlling factor in American famm production. We would



our production to restricted markets,
when there exists such a tremendous human need for food in the world,
Many of us have proposed ereation of an International Fand Reserve with
Just sueh ideas in mind as making fuller use of our ability to produce,
rather than shut off the spigot of our agricultural knowladge and technological
ability,

I hope the Administrationts leadership will initiate sueh action alO!ig
the lines I have outlined, so that farmers will be encowraged to produce, and
consumers will be assured of abundance, invtead of turning backward to a
philosophy of scarecity, I

SIMMS: Thank you, Senator Humphrey . . ., You have been listening to Senator
Hubert H, Humohrey, bringing you his weekly rsport on events in the nation?s

capital. May we thank this station for its Cooperation, Senatoyr Humphrey

you to your station announcer,
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The widening price spread between what the consumer pays
and what the farmer gets for his procucts will be discussed by Senator Hubert

" Humphrey (DeyMinn,) over Station on at »
{8y anc tie )

Senator Humphrey will comment on recent reports- indicating
farmers are getting less anc consumers are paying more at the same time as a
result of increasing marieting and transportation charges——a bigger “siddleman's
share®,

Action of the House of Representatives in seeking to prevent the
Federal Trade Commission fram studying what happens to the consumer's dollar will
be mummgxkhmx protested by Senator Humphrey during the radio interview.

The brosdcast will be another in the weekly series entitled
"Report from Yashington", transeribed by Senmator Hurphrey as a personal report
to Mirnesota citivens, and carried on ctation ___as a public service,



Radio Script: For Senator Humphrey Subject:

No. 21, for broedcast week of 15 Social Security -
@@ J_@Y&mn Citizens

SDMS: REPORT FROM WASHINGTON::. mm,wmymmwwn.

E\mphreywithhismklyrepm'trrcmthelstim'lmpitol. This program is
brm@twymmnmmncuﬂimmommumﬂthmmm.

Senator Humphrey, I would like to ask you to tell us about your efforts
mwtmmm&mww,mwmmwmmW
citizens. I understand you have mmuymmmumubuumm

purpose.

SENATOR : !es,I!nve--an&Ihopetodoemminthisdimctim.
You know, it is high time more attention is given to the increasingly difficult
fimmhlplightntwolﬁerpeople--mmmcim. They have not
Mmmmwiuwmmm«mwwuamhanhnmmm
in recent years. mm,mymwmmmarmmmmeby
mrummwlim,bemmammummmmm
incomes of one kind or another.
MmmtmnnimNmaﬂmmt@ymofmm
thel!nitedmm--anﬂlauthnnane-thﬁiotthmmm.etomeloymnt,
ummtmnawmmammwmuwmwwty.
Asfortherest--thetwo-thirdnﬂthmxtmk-—afmtemtymve
savings and individual incomes. Some are also fortunate emough to still
wntheirmhmes,inwhichtbeymnreutma. Some are partially supported
by their adult children, and other relatives. Most older men and women,
however, must look to Social Security insurance or public old-age assistance

as their chief sources of dependable income.



SENATOR: That is right, and that is one of the reasons we must be more

concerned about what happens to these senior citizens. The mumber of persons

aged 65 years and over has increased tremendously between 1900 and 1950 and is
still growing. The net increase is about 325,000 a year -- an increase of about
1,000 every single day.

And not only is the number of our aged increasing, but the proportion
of old persons in our population is also increasing. In 1900, the aged were
only 4 percent of the total population. Today, they are © percent. In about 20
m,mmimmhmemmmmw,munnzube
climbing. We must meke provision for useful, productive enjoyment of these
later years in the lives of our semior citizens. It doesn't do much good to
lansbhnnlite'lapan,ﬂwmmmgtoulmtemmiwcuummm
discard, or deprive them of adequate means of decent existence. That is viy
Social Security benefits are so vitally important to the welfare of an increasing
number of Americans.

SIS Senator, how does the nmumber of persons receiving Social Security
benefits compare with those receiving public old age assistance?

SENATOR: I'm glad to say that Soclal Security insurance is taking over a larger
and larger share of the senior citizen problem, leaving less people dependent upon
public old age assistance. The number of persons drawing insurance benefits
today is four million. That is about 1} million more thas on old age assistance.
It is encouraging that the number of persons receiving old-age assistance has
been steadily but slowly decreasing every month for the past 2% years. At the



of the total aged
,000,000 getting Social

population.
umiwmummma,soo,owmmwmmmuumm
payments aven't all having e difficult struggle making ends meet.

In the face of the highest cost of living in our Nation's history,
benefits under Social Security insurance average only about $50 per month.
meawmmmrwpmncmmmmmmumm
game -- $49 per momth.

That is equivalent to only about $26 at the 1935-39 price level,
which is about $4 less than the $30 & month which was assumed to be the
amaauuctsmapawmbatmmthemmmtd. Not counting
luxuries, not counting doctor and hospital bills, not counting even shoes
and clothing, I wonder if anyone can truthfully say that $50 per month is
enough to live on today?

SIMMS: wen,xmzmmmwtomn,smw. What changes do
you propose in your bills to help ease this situatiomn?

SENATOR: First of all, I have asked that we increase from $75 to $100
tmmmmmmwummmwummuw
Social Security benefits. It certainly is wrong to discourage persons

over 65 years from working at whatever part-time jobs they can find. There my
have been merit at one time for such a provision, but it does not exist today.
Ituobvimthatm&ocialsemitypamntsmimdeqmutomm
needs of our senior citizens when they reach the age of 65. To prohibit

them from earning more than $75 & month, at the rate of losing their Social
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Security benefits, is bot @ \7In fact, I would rather
see the earning ceilings oanplet.e\l} eliminated, but I am realistic enough
toknowtheﬂmmssiswbweparedtogothntmmthistm. The least
wmdohomar,istoimmtetmmkclmemmwammu
ﬁm,wthnitlsmwtthSoem&mtybwiu,mmd
u'emamitimmmmthmelmﬂmumabmmmﬂat
of the commmnity.

Ihnwalmaakodrwvmmmmmu;'bmﬂum
tmtuderalomapandmimimcem,mclmmm
thebmeﬂtofaﬂ.teframEOtowpamntafhﬂW'nbemﬁtm
wmthm'sbmfitfmﬁtoloom. At the present time,
Haretiredmnmives%perm’ah,hiswlfcmimanadﬁiumlm
or $30, for a total of $90. If the man dies, his widow now receives 75% of
his benefit, or $45 a month. Under the bill vhich I have introduced, the
insurance benefits for the wife in the illustration I have Jjust given, would
be increased from $30 to #Eoodgsx $45, and her widow's benefit would be
increased from $45 to $60 o month.

These modest increases will greatly help to make our insurance

progran more adequate. They will help millions of families and widows whose

benefits are mot sufficient for them to live om.

SDaMS: Did you also introduce a bill to extend for another two years
Mrmmmumwmu-mmmmwm,mbm,
the disabled, and dependent children?

i e

N



provision was enacted for only & two year period, which expires at the end of
September, 1954. Unless Congrees takes further actiom, the law reverts to
the previous federal maximum payment of $30 per momth. All this temporary
increase amounted to for the individual was $5 per month for old age assistance,
aid to the blind, aid to the totally disabled, and $3 for aid to dependent
children.

The same considerations vhich led Congress to enact this improvement in
1952 are certainly present today, and should in all humaneness lead Congress
to renev the increase for another two years while further studies are underway
to improve the entire Social Security program. The cost of living is still high.
The need is still great. These considerations should lead us to increase
assistance benefits, not decrease them.

I do hope the Congress will act favorably on this measure in the very
near future. All of us prefer to have the American people protected by
insurance rather than assistance, but until the insurance program is improved
and extended, and so long as people are on assistance, those benefits must be
humane and adequate.

SDeds: That certainly seems true, Semator Hunphrey. What about hospital
care for these senior citigens -- did I read where you were also spomsoring a
bill on this subject?

SENATOR: Yes, that is one more improvement I hope we can mke. Along with
Senator Murray of Montana and Senator Lehman of New York, I am co-sponsoring a
bill designed to expand the Social Security benefits to include up to 60 days



w
of pre-paid hospitalization @ r.y.hh for insurance benefits -
Mmciulm,m,m '

You know, I have always felt one of the glaring loopholes in our Social
Security system has been the failure to provide for the predictable hazards of
illness and injwy. This would plug that gap, while in no way affecting the
practice of medicine or the doctor-patient relationship.

This passage will mean whenever a physician, freely chosen by the patient,
or the family, believes the insured person needs to go to a hospital, he will be
able to go to the hospital of his choice secure in the knowledge that his hospital
bill will be paid in full not from charity, but from the Social Security funds
to which he himself has comtributed during his working years.

SD@MS:  Senator, would thet mean we would have to increase our Social Security

contributions?

SENATOR: No, it would not. The plan we have proposed would not call for one
cent in new taxes, nor for any increase in Social Security insurance benefits
now or in the forseeable future. These new inswrance benefits would add only
a very smll fraction to the costs of the insurance system -- one tenth or two-
tenths of one percent of payroll. Our Social Security program has worked out
financially well to date. The contributions now in the law and the reserves
in the trust fund will probebly be sufficient to pay the entire cost of the

progran we propose.

SIMMS: What effect would this idea have on voluntary hospitalization

insurance plans?



now, to cover elderly people. But iIf they do, they have to increase retes or
reduce services to the bulk of their memberships because of the higher hospitalization

rates which occur among older people. Then too, the plan as we had laid it kmmfem
before Congress calls for carrying ocut this program through the State Department
of Public Health, with explicit provision for the States to comtract with
voluntary, non-profit health insurance plans like the Blue Cross, if they choose
to do so, to take on the job of administering payments to the hospitals. 8o the
Soclal Security hospitalization plan should help, not hurt, other private
hogspitalization programs.

Of course, the bills I have proposed do not provide the complete
answers to all of the Social Security problems. There is still considerably
more that needs to be done -- some of them minor changes, some more extensive.
Included among my bills are provisions for extending Social Security coverage to
minigters and employees of institutions of higher learning, if they desire to
take advantage of the progran, and extensicn of Soclal Security credit for young
men called from civilian life €0 serve in the armed forces. However, I believe
the Social Security program must eventually be extended to cover everyone, and
that the benefits should still be made more adequate. I am working on another
bill which will offer some further improvements in a new directiom, and perhaps,
ease the cost of living squeeze on owr elderly citizens. You can count on one
thing -~ I shall continue to support such proposals designed to improve Social
Security benefits for all of the American people.
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SIMS: mm,MthQHI ¥mmm

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey, bringlnsywhismklyrepoﬂmemu in the
nation's capitol. lMay we thank this station for its cooperation. Semator

quummmmatmmm. This is Washington,

returning you to your station announcere
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The plight of "senior citizens" caught in a financial
squeeze by high costs of living will be discusn*d by Senator Hubert H.Humphrey

(DeyMinn,) over Station on et
(Tay | and

Senator Humphrey will outline recentXx measures he

has introduced in Congress to improve the “ocial |Security Sysﬁem and increase
the amount of aid to the aged, both those under spcial security insurance and
those receiving public old age assistance. |
Included in the discussion will be an explanation
of the plan for including 60 days annual hospitalikation among berefits to which
social security recipients are -eligible-esenior c:{ tizens, widows, and orphans,
The broadeast will be another|in the weekly series entitled
"Report from Washington", transcribed by Senator H{mphrey as a personal report to

Minnesotea citizens and carried on Station as r public service,
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Radio Script for: SENATOR HUMPHREY Subject Matter:

Health and Education
No. 22 - for release @f x ﬁ

SIMMS: REPORT FROM WASHINGTON: Againwbringyouamxborhbertli.
Humphrey, with his weekly report from the nation's capitol. This
program is brought to you as a public service, in cooperation with this
station.

Senator Humphrey, I know you have always been especially in-
terested in health and education -- let's talk about those subjects

today. How are they faring in the current Congress?

SENATOR: I'm always glad to discuss health and education matters,
because I firmly believe they are Wy vital to our nation's
future progress. I only wish I could bring the folks in Minnesota a
more optimistic report indicating new progress in these fieldgp, but I'n
afraid we're just not headed in that direction st the present time. Much
to my regret, the economy yardstick has been rather recklessly used to
curtail heslth services and educational assistance without due regard to
the grester costs the nation may face in years to come as a result of
guch lack of foresight. You know, we could probably save a lot of
money by closing the doors of our schools entirely -- but I'd hate to
think what would happen to the future of this country if we ever took
such & backward step. The same thing is true in essential health
services. Of course nobody has gone to that extreme, but we do risk
future troubles by the cutbacks being invoked for both health and educa-

tion in the new federal budget. It isn't really economy 41 it is passing
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the buck. For much of, are in grants-in-aid
to the states, which to made up by increased
local and state taxes for schools and health services. I dom't call
shifting tcx burdens from the federal level to the local level “economy”
at gll -- it's just passing the buck. And we're going to feel the
effects of it in Minnesota, too.

SIMMS: What sbout school construction funds, Senator -- is Minnesota
going to get all the funds previously planned for aiding in new school
construction?

SENATOR: I'm sorry to say the outlook is not very promising. No funds
are provided in the present budget for school comstruction -- not at all.
I've protested that Congress will be reneging on & $95 million obligation
to school districts of the country, and imposing an unfair burden upon
local taxpayers, if it fails to appropriate that amount to make good its
commitments under Public Law 815 by which it agreed to bear part of the
cost of constructing school facilities in areas where federal activities
are responsible for increased enrollment. Minnesota is entitled to
$184,073 of this unfilled obligation. I've urged the Senate appropria-
tions committee not to seil our school children short, and not to pass
this burden back to local taxpeyers. Recently President Eisenhower
added his approval to such aid for local school districts facing in-
creased burdens as & result of federal activity, but so far no provision

has been made for the necessary funds. It's performance that counts --
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not promises. rmm- little tived of lip
service to every stration spokesmen, while
they sit on their hands and do nothing toward carrying out such objectives.

SIMIS: Senator Humphrey some time sgo you protested against the Adminie-
stration's recommendation that grants to the states for vocational
education be slafhed by one-fourth. Has that situstion changed?

SENATOR: Yes, it has -- fortunately. Plenty of other Senators and
Congressmen agreed with me that cutting down on vocational education --
agricultural education, home economics, and training in trades and
industries; the kind of practical education needed by our young people
to help them earn & living -- was a foclish place to start economizing. '
The House of Representatives restored the slash recommended by the
Administration. However, under its formula of distribution of such
funds, the vocetional agriculture and home economics programs would still
have taken a slash to permit use of more funds for training in the dis-
tributive occupations. I have since urged the Senate appropriaticns
committee to continue the vocatlional sgriculture and home econcaics
allotments on the same basis as in the previous year, and I'm hopeful
the Senate will go slong. Under the sew House bill -- which as I
mentioned is considerably increased from what the Administration asked --
Minnesota would get $32,000 less for vocational education than under the
recommendations I have made.
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Of course, I' school lunch program
from further Mctim to cﬁt down on hot
school lunches, especially when we have 80 meny surplus agricultural
commodities. The House of Representatives ignored the Administration's

econom y proposals, and refused to slash the school lunch funds. I'm

happy that the Senate did the same.

SIMMS: What about public health services, Senator Humphrey -- how will

the proposed reductions affect Minnesota.

SENATOR: It's going to mean a sharp curtailment of health protection
and disease prevention work in our state, just as it will throughout the
nation. I'm afrsid such reductions are a very shortsighted and dangerous
way to seek economy. All of us are interested in real economy, but we
know from experience that it usually costs less to carry on preventive
health work than it does to care in the future for victims of tubercu-
losis, heart disease, cancer, and other ailments.

Public health preceutions and chronic disease case-finding pro-
grams have saved this country money, not cust us money. For every dollar
of taxpayers money spent in such work, more dollars have been saved in
cutting fown the number of disease victims to eventually become public
charges.

Just to give you some idea what these so-called economy moves
will mean to our own state, I'd like to read a few paragraphs from &
recent letter from Irene Donovay of St. Paul, president of the Minnesota

Public Health Conference:



andpnmtimath@n@

the House-voted reductions in the granta-in-aid to states for general

and categorical health purposes, under the Public Health Service and the
Children's Bureau allotment. While everyone is interested in economy,

we do sincerely feel that with these days of mounting internatiomal
tensions and crises, now is not the time to relax our public bealth efforts
which are so greatly a part of, and so extremely essential to, the nation's
total defense preparation.

"We are observing with dismay and concern the retrenchment being
forced upon the State Board of Health, in attempting to conform budgets
to the Federal figmamhingnlmdfrmﬂmutll appro=-
priation bill for the Department of Health, Education and Welfare progresses.
We understand money for general health purposes will mean to Minnesota,
under the House version, a slash of nearly 25%, reducing the General
Health resources from $246,000 to $189,000. While actual data is not in
our possession, it appears that the reductions fn the categorical grant
programs vary from 50% to 70%, and in the case of the venereal disease
program practically eliminates this aid.

"Phese sizeable decreases in opersting monies will mean that all
basic activities of the State Board will be trimmed down to a dangerously
low operating level. The Board will sbandon its tuberculosis and chronic
disease X-ray case-finding programs which have been most valuable in
gearching out the existence of undetected and undiegnosed disease condi-
tions,thereby ensbling eerly control and treatment to be instituted. Its

heart diseage and cancer control program will be shagly curtailed . . .



Water supply and sewage dispo work and other sanitation activities
will receive attentionfar @

All of these comments are qmsfmamurrmtheﬂnmm
Public Health Conference, graphically describing what these health ser-
vice reductions will mean to health work in Minnesota.

I certainly concur in objecting to this setback in vital public
health work, and have protested most vigrously against the budget

reductions.

SIMMS: Senator Humphrey, what about funds for research into cancer and

other digeases -- haven't they been slashed, foo?

SENATOR: Yes, that's right. You know, a few years ago we created the
National Institutes of Health, a sound program welcomed by the American
people as a wise investment in preventive research to avoid future
burdens of chronic disease victims. These Institutes were established
to direct research into the causes and cures of cancer, mental health,
blindness, heart disease, dental ailments, arthritis, and neurological
deseases, in the belief that we could eventually save money as well as
lives by cutting down the annual toll of these human ailments. -”‘ftmda
for such work have been drastically slashed. It will mean suspending
much of the research. And when you suspend research projects that are
already under way, it often means the complete loss of all that has
already been invested in such studies, just because the work can't be
carried to some conclusion. As far as I am concerned, investment of

public money in such research work is intelligent economy; reckless



T
slashing of such mn@- m 7laued as dangerous and
false economy. ©

SIM: Senator, hasn't the economy axe also hit hard at hospital con-
struction?

SENATOR: Yes, it has. You know, under the Hill-Burton program the federal
government has cooperated with states and local commmities in financing
new hospital facilitiea. We've taken good advantage of that act in
Minnesota, and have been meking good strides in hospital improvements.
But while the Act is still in effect through 1955, Congress now threatens
to curtail the federal government's participation. The cut proposed in
hogpital construction funds would mean that each state would get approxi-
mately one-third less than contemplated for the year ahead, upsetting
financing of projects already under construction and others for which
plans have been prepared. That could be very serious for many of our
Minnesote commnities which have been counting on the Federal government
fulfilling its offer of financial assistance, as long as the commmnities
and states put up their share. We've certainly complied in good faith.
During the last six years $73,000,000 has been spent in Minnesota on

nev hospital facilities, of which only $12,000,000 has been in federal
funds. Now even that limited assistance is threatened. Reduction in
these appropriations could have serious effect on pending hospital
projects, creating undeserved local hardship.
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SIMMS: BSenator your re has indicated quite a setback for health

and education at thi -.aei -:E ¥ there any new proposals

before it that might point in the other direction?

SENATOR: Well, there are a few suggested improvements in the health
field, including some bills of my own. I hope we can get action on
some of them. I have introduced legislation to close loopholes in the
Food and Drug Act, and the American Medical Assoclation has endorsed my
bill. Only recently the Administration voiced its approval for the same
objective. I have also introduced a bill to carry out one of the recom-
mendations of the report of the President's Commission on the Health Needs
of the Nation. It is designed to assist vnlmta.ry non-profit organiza-
tions offering pre-paid health service programs to secure necessary
facilities and equipment, through long-term interest bearing loans.
Then, too, I have joined with other spomnsors in proposing prepaid hos-
pitalization for gqualified recipients of social security benefits -- in
other words, including hospitalization benefits in the old age insurance
program. I hope we can make some progress toward improved health care
and improved health facilities at this session of the Congress, rather
than just turn backwerds through reduced investment in public health

services and facilities as now appears likely.

SIMMS: Thenk you, Senator Humphrey, for this discussion of health and
education problems. You have been listening to Senator Hubert H. Humphrey,
bringing you his weekly report on events in the nation's capitol. Senator
Humphrey will be with you sgain next week, at the same time. This is

Washington, returning you to your station announcer.
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Health and education issues before the present Congress will
be discussed by Senator Hubert H,Humphrey (D,,Minn,) over Station

on at %
(day and  tine)

Senator Humphrey will explain the effect of economy reductions
on programs for school construction, vocational education, public health
services, hospital construction, and research into disease prevention through
the National Institutes of Health, and outline his own stand on appropriations
for these services, particularly grentsein-aid to state’s,

His radio report will include breakdowns as to what such economy
reductions will mean in loss of services or transferred cost burdens to the
state of Minnesota,

The broadcast is another in the weekly series entitled "Report from
Washingtén", transcribed by Senator Humphrey as a personal report to Minnesota

citizens and carried on Station as apublic service,



latter:
M-Z’J.t‘orrnlmunket#umzf Family Farming

SISs REPORT FROM WASHINOTON] Again we bring you Senator
Hubert H. Humphrey, with his weekly report from the nation's
capitol, m:l.amubmghttomuapwucurﬂm,
in cooperation with this station,

Jenator Humphrey, a few weeks ago when we were discussin:
mﬂﬁlywmuisdwhuummw”nhhm
program sometime in the future, 1 wonder if you would care to
comment on that subject today.

SENATGRS 1'11 be glad to, I hope to see the day when all of
our rural families have acces: to modern telephcne service,
I'a glad that the Senste has increased to some extent the amount
of lean funds voted by the House of Representatives for the
hhﬂmmmﬁm@lmﬁh&wnmummom
larger amount made available. You know, these loans aren't
mm@muﬁmW—it'letaM
business proposition, with the government making the credit
avallavle to either private companies or farmers' cooperatives
to extend and improve rural phone service, All of the loans
have to be repaid with interest, and the success of our rural



S ¢ Senator Humphrey, to what extent €o America's farms now
have telephone service?

SENATOR: lot as many as you might think., In these days when
most of us accept telephones as an essential part of our modern
1lile, sixty percent of the nation's farmers — or over
35300,000 farm families -~ have no telephones at all. And out
of the resaining two million farmers with telephone service,
perhaps one-halfl of the telejhones are inacequate and antiquated
= of the "whoop amd holler' type.

Here in Minnesota, rural telephone service is the one field
in which we are failing to make any progress.

As a matter of fact, Minnesota had fewer farme with
Wmuﬂ%“ttmmwywlmmlm. The
1920 census showed 110,569 farms in Minnesota or 62 percent
of the total, had telephone service — compared to only 107,359
farms, or 59 percent of the total, shown with telephones in the
1950 census,

Farmers need phones for more efficient farm operation and
production, and they need them for efficient marketing. Every



-
rmhamll@yljhum food and €iber == how

many other types of factories would think of getting along witheut
telephones?

But t@dephones can mske an even more important contribution
te fuller, richer rural life, Families need telephones for
contact with the neighbors, their school, their church -- they
noed then %o insure the health and safety of their loved ones
and for a decent soecial life.

Ye've found from experience, however, that government credit,
available to private coupanies and farmers' cooperatives alike,
is necessary for sound expansion of rural telephone service,
particularly in the more remote areas vhere it is needed most,
that's why the rural telephone progran was added to the REA
in 1949,

SU0S:  Senalory, has Minnesota taken advantage of the rural
phone program since it was instituted?

SEUATOR: Yes, it certainly has — and it is eager to take even
grester advantage of it if adequate funis are provided. Since

the program was authorized in 1949, loans amounting to $6,911,000
hﬂMWtﬂMMMMﬂfwmhm
service in Mimnesota, Just a few woeks ago I had the pleasure
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lintual Telephone Company at Dawson under this program. IEA
telephone loan funds enabled it to reorganize and rehabilitate
its system for greater rural coverage, and becums the first to
provide modern rural dial service,

Altogether, eighteen Minnesota telephone companies have
shared so far in the loan program for improving rural service.
The two latest to get duch aid, within the last few moaths, are
the Barnesville Rural Telephone Association and the Farwers
Mutual Telephone Company of Madison.

But all this is just a start. REA has a backlog of nearly
§100 million in loan applications now on file — §5,L6L,5L5 of
them from Minnesota., That's why I urged the Senate to provide
an even greater increase in rural telephone funds this year,
instead of reduce them as the Administration had proposed.

I'm convinced that what 1iA has done to electrify American
agriculture, it can also do Lo bring modern communication: to
the farmer if {ree enterprise and the government will work to-
gether to best serve the needs of all.

SI8S: Senator, you menticned the importance of telephones to
rural livi g and farm family life. Haven't you also recently
urged the Department of Agriculture to give more attention to
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SiNATOR: That's right, and I feel it is very important if we
are going to maintain the treditional American pattern of family
larminge Wo can't ignore the human side of farming, in owr
eoncern over material problems. i've been concerned for some
time that the Department of Agric lwre was being oriented too
mueh in the direction of big commerical agric lture, and not
enough toward problems of the average sised family farmer, I
think it has been reflected in the many commodity advisory com=
mittees that are predominantly made up of food processors and
distributors, interested in the end product but with little real
concern sbout the farm pecple producing such products, or the
econditions under which they must be praduced,

To give a little more "balance" to such advsory sroups in
the Department, I've urged Secretary Benson to create an addi-
tional advisory committee on Family Farming and Rural Living,
umzummunmnmuu:de
desirable patterns of family farming in this country, and be
concerned with the social aspects of rural living,

I've sugrested that all of the fara organizations be |
represented on this group, but also urged that other groups be
ineluded that have shown a real concern for America's family
farmers., In recognition of the important role our churches play
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in rural li‘e, n they have taken in

the farmer's welfare, I have suggested that such groups as the

National Couneil of Churches of Christ, the National Iutheran
Co-neil, the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, the
Hational Catholic Rural Iife Conference, and the Naticnal Council
of Murel Li‘e and Lsbor all be included on the proposed
c ommi ttee,

I'm hopeful that sSecretary Bpnson will accept the suggestion
in the same constructive spirit in which it is offered, 1I'm
afraid many small Awerican farmers, unable to pay thelr own
e panses to various advisory committee meetings even if i hey
wore invited, feel rather 'left out' of thMM
offering the Department advice and counsel, Perhaps such
fanily farmers would feel more proper attention was ~iven
their well-belng, however, if Secretary Denson's advisors
incladed a committee specifically designated as a "watechdog"
for family farming and rural living — one comprised of people
of high moral purpose, whose only concern is the welfare of
America's farm families, and who recognize famming as a way of
1life as well as a way of making a living,

§iSs In view of Jecretary Benson's expressed intention of
making the fullest use of advisory groups, Jenator, . should
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us of interest to our Minnesote farmers?

LJT0R: welly I thinmic everyone will welcome the humanitarian
move of sending 2 large quantity of our surplus wheat to Pakistan
o help avert a famine there, but I'm sure it will be particularly
zood news Lo our wheati growers who like to see food used where
it is needed., You know, I started the push for sending wheat to
Pakistan varly in April, taking it up with the Secretary of
Agriculture, the Secretary of State, the Mutual Jecurity
Administrator, and finally introdueing a bill for that purpose
in the Senates The Administration finelly gave it the "green
light®,

SLo%s  enator Humphrey, haven't you been urging that we
explore other similar uses of our food abundance to help needy
peogles of the world, and back up our foreign policy?

SEHATOR: Yes, I have been wrging all along that we should do
more than complain about having too much of anything -~ we should

be gelting busy finding good uses for it.
Iron the very start of this session I have emphasized the

need for greater efforts to develop new world outlets, either
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wherever such a course will strengthen the free world, liv
most recenmt & peal has been to the Matual Security Adminis-
tration to make  reater use of our country's ability to produce
in abundance in America’s foreign aid programs. I'=m glad to say
that the idea seems to be gaining support within the Adminis-
tration, and I expect to see some results,

Food is among the strategic materials vital to the
sirength of the free warld, Ye should be axerting greater
efforts, I'=m convinced, to making the utmes ¢ use of Awerica's
abundance as & humane weapon of democracy — to alleviate
muncer throughout the warld, and avert the necessity of any free
countries having to deal with hussia to get food supplies from
vehind the 'Iron Curtain' ~ on Soviet terms.

Awerican agriculture's ability to produce in sbaundance
should be welcomed as part of cur nation's underlying strength,
Unfortunately, however, such appreciation of our agrieultural
Yknow how' is too often obscured by concern over what to do with
our abundance after it is produced, “here many countries have
to learn to live with scarcity, we must lesam how te live with
abundanceo.
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I understand, Senator Humphrey, that you have also recently
urged the federal government to do its share toward getting
rid of noxiocus weeds in linnesota,

SLUATOR: Yes, I feel it is only right that the Federal povernment
domthtngabmtthnmdamiummmumluh,
when we expact other property owners to get rid of them, Cur
state entomologist, 7. L. Aamodt, has told me that enforcement
of Minnosota's weed law has been handicspped by the lsek of my
authority to control weeds on Federal lands., As a result I am
sumgmmnm“mmmmworMm
weolls on Federally owned or controlled land, There are
approximately L,000,000 acres of land in Minnesota ehther owned
by or under control of the Federal govermment, Our state weed
eontrol law requires that weeds on such Federal land within the
state shall also be controlled just as they are on private lands,
but ne funds have previcusly Leen provided for this contreol,

if we're going to do an effective job of ridding Minnesota of
harmful weeds == and they take a heavy annual toll from our
farmers -- it's only right that Uncle Sam helps out by keeping
his own backyard cleaned upe
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listening to Semator Hubert H, Humphrey, bringing you his
woekly report on events in the natica's capitale Senator
Junphrey will be back again next week, at the same time. This
is vashington, returning you to your station announcer,
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Efforts to expand and improve rural telephone service will be discussed

over Radio Station on at by Senator Hubert H Humphrey,
(cay) (Vvime)

(DsyMinn,).

Senator Humphrey was among those supporting increased telbphone loan
funds for the REA, granted by the Senate to step up the rural telephone program,
During his radio interview Senator Humphrey will keX¥x discuss the importance of
adequate telephone ayst';ems to faming, both for business purposes and for decent
rural living,

BuSenator Humphrey will also explain his recent suggestion to Secretary
of Agriculture Benson for creation of a new advisory committee on Family ‘arming and
Rural Living, wkXX comment on recent approval of wheat for Pakistan which he first
proposed, explain his recent suggestions to the Mutual Security Administration for
using surplus foods to strengthen our foreign policy, and tell of his efforts to
get the federal govermen' to clean up noxious weeds on federal land in Minnesota,

The broadcast will be another in the weekly series entitled "Report from
Washington", transcribed by Senator Humphrey as a personal report to Minnesota

citizens, and carried on Station as a public sérvica.
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SIMMSs REFORT FROM BASHINGTON. Again we bring you Senstor Hubert B
Husphrey, with his weekly repori irom the nation's capital. This
program is brought to you as & public service, in cooperation with this
station.

Senator Humuhrey, there have been quite a few new developmenis on
the international scene lately. 4s a member of ithe Jenate Foreign
Relations Committee, how du you view the world outlook today?

SEHATUR: To answer thal very candidly, 1'd have to say I view the
outlook with considerable mixed emotions = there have been heartenin:
simns lately that encourase my hopes for a more peaceful world, but at
the same time there remains disheartening trends that give me grave
concern, We're far from ocut of trouble =~ the danger to freedom is
still very real in the world today. Yot I can't help feeling we are
being confronted with a golden opportunity by recent uprisings behind
the iron curtain, if we only have the boldness and foresicht to take
advanta e of the situation.

Sil8S: 1 assume you are referring to the riots in East Germany?
SENATOR: That's right — the uprising of the German pecple against the

Communist rulers., I believe this development is extremely important
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for United States p@ :‘_‘!) of courage and desire

for Ifreedon as the valiant people of East Uermany have been showing —
fighting tanks with stones, and Soviet machine gunners with sticks —

is convincing evidence that there is deep unrest within the Soviet
empire. It's more than just an isolated incident. The latest (erman
uprisings followed other protests and demonstrations in Czechoslovakia,
Bulgaria, and the Ukraine., It is serious enocugh te give Moscow deep
concern. According to press dispatches they have rushed some 300,000
troops into the riot areas in a desperate effart to keep down the unrest.

Sl 8t Senalor, what do you think this means for us? What should we
be doing about ilL?

SENATOR: I'm convinced we siould accept this great turmoil and con~
fusion and revolt now going on behind the lren Curiain as a signal to
the United States to s eize the initiative in encouragin the will for
freedom of the suppressed peoples under the Soviet yoke, We should
press immediztely for the unification of Oamnymﬂthoholdingﬂt
free eledtions throughout that country. 3Such a program is necessary
for Buropean stability, and it is an essential ingredient in the
stru-cle for the minds and hearts of the German pecple. Likewise, as
Chancellor Adenauer has pointed out, it is important to increase ithe
strength of allied defense in Western Eaurope, an undertaking which
should never be underestimated or in any way weakened. At the same
time we ocught to Le making more assistance available to Germany to help

her care for the thousands of refugees crossing the lron Curtain, I was
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very pleased the @'4, Lower, on the very day
that I made a2 plea on Jenale

vor for such action, made available

an additional $50 million to aid the government of West Germany in
meeting t1is refugee problem. I1'm convinced tlat every action we take
now, %o uphold the hand of the West German Republie and to strengthen
the forces of freedom im that country, will be most valuable to our

foreign policy; and to the peace of the world.

5018t  Senator Humphrey, you mentioned your plea on the Senate floor
at the time these uprisings in Uermany developed ... would you tell us
about the resclution you introddeed at that time?

SEN/LORe Certainly ... it was Just a brief resolétion, tut it emphasized
the same points I a Lrying to make clear now — lhat we must commend
these trave Uerman people risking their lives rather than be Soviet
slaves, and we must let them know that we are going to do all in our
pobdr to eventually restore freedom to ‘hem. lLet me read you the
resolution i asked the Senate to adopt:

"HESOLVED: That the Senate of the United States hereby expresses

(1) Its profound admiration for the people of Uermany in their
resistance to Communist totalitarianismg

(2) Its sense that every effort be mude by the Government of the
United States to bring shout the unffgéciation of Germany so that a
United Germany may take its place as an equal partner in thy family

of deuocratic nationsj and
(3) Its belief that m.mggrmamm throughout Jermany
is the essential first step toward German unification."
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of our faith and determination behind these brave and defiant German
people would be extremely helpful in expMting the troubles Noscow
already has on its hands,

I think it is fitting that Congress, as the veoice of the American
people, should speak out on this vital guestion of German @nification.
And 1 believe cur Government should press hard for free elections in
“ermany, as well as for German unification, immediately. The German
people want a united Germany, and they should have it., W¥e should not
lose any time in assuming the initiative in the cold wary, which the
brave pecple of Bastern Burope have made possible for us. |

SLES: Senator Humphrey, do you think the ruthless reprisals the
memnwt&hurmcrahmtmum:piﬂtd
resistance in Uermany?

SoNAIORs I don't think the Soviet Union will ever enslave the German
peoples HNelther can they contimue to enslave the brave-people of
Foland and Czechoslovaiia, Czechoslovakia was the cradle of democ-acy
nw,mmm«rmmway,umam.
are fighting against the tyrants who are oppressing them. Tha:r ave
fighting against the totalitarian despotism. They had it under Hitler,
and they had it under S5talin, but they want to live as free men and
free women -~ and they are showing 'heir determination to do 50,
Stmmitmammmium%rmmn—hpanudw
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-mﬂﬂtm\@, in the West to political
German

stability in thos people in Eust Germany are proving
Mmtohomnrmﬂpaufnlfmurerfmﬁmnd
mwm,mzmwunutmmwm&u going
toc ause loud reverberatioas throughout the world, Ve should certainly
do everything we can to let them know that voices in America are being
raised in their behalf, Ifmmypoophmdﬁhlpuﬂmu,
it is those people teday.

ShiSs: anyoauyoﬂurthmghumim-u@tdo to reassure and
encourage these people defying the Communist rulers behind the Iron
Cartain?

SERATURs  Yes, memmn@umaMMCoriw
away. Ve should intensify the broadeasts of the Voice of Aueriea to
Eastern Burope, at cnce. The people there will meet ruthles: repression
nowy and it is up to us 1o keep their hope for freedom alive = and let
them know the whole free world is with them, We should also immediately
mtmleguhum-umchhumm»nmcw—to
allow 240,000 refugees to emigrate Lo the United Statos. These perple
lhoaldbendotof«lmrrmmhhipfarﬁmnemhhr-.
Ormraa,umtdsokupupmmdafmuMMdm
allies, This moans farther strengthening the HATO alliance, amd it
mthatn-hmhmtcntdmmourmmﬂsmitymm. The
Soviet can understand strength, We should be in a position to bargain
from strength.
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m:mww@r@np that there were
disheartening signs on horizon, as well as some of the heartening

signs you have discussed, What about them?

SENATORs Yes, we've had s etbacks in both Burope and Asia -- The Italian
elections, for example, where interference of cur Aserican Ambassador
proved harmful rather than helpful, Then, 100, there's the troutle
France is having in formin' a stable government, and evidences of
increased Commnist infiltration into Southeast Asia. They are ample
evidence thai there are still troubles - tiat we must not lower our
guard - and that we must assert firmer leadership to regain our
initiative., I'm afrald in some respects we are going in rewverse, here
at home. Verbal attacks in Congress on our allies are aiding and abetting
Soviet strategy, and uncertainty dver foreign trade policy of this
country is helping the Soviet drive to gain western trade.

SIMNSs Senator Humphrey, what about Korea? Do you think we're still
going to get & truce Lhere?

SENATOR: Yes, I think we are - despite the reckless actions off Dr.
fihee in defying those trying to hedp his country, and sabotaging tvuce
negotiations by the mass prisoner release. Of course, we aren't
entirely blameless -~ we should have kept a firm hand on that situation
durdng these critical stages of the negotiation, for there had been
varnings something of that nature was likely to be attempted, Somebody
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was just caught w:@m%n the Communistsaa

good excuse to call off ihe truce if that was what they anted. I
think it just adds more evidence to the fact that the only reason

we are making progress on Lhis truce is because the Communists seem to
want ity for their own purposes. Whether it is because of internal
troubles behind the Irean Curtain, or just to bolster their phony peace
ai‘fm,thuyamumimaumtoemm&lhooungmfor
the time being at least. All hey are trying to hold off/Spparently,
is to "save face", and bot appear too eager. 50 I think we can expect
@ Wuce in some orm soon —= although it certainly shouldn't be regarded
unylnﬁuﬁmmraimtimhgrutbim,wmm”ot
‘he Soviet threat has lessened.

S1iSt Senator Humphrey, how would you sum up your recommendations as
to what we need to do to regain the initiative in world relations?

SERATOLs let me condense my thfoughts into jus: five pointss:

First, we must toke advantage of Lhe revolts behing the Lron Curtain,
particularly in Bast Germany, as a golden oppeortunity to act.

Second, we must intensify and increase ocur Voice of awerics and
ot.h-i informational programs of our governmeni beamed to ferope and to
the Iron Curtain area.

M,nmtemunmtomintnnmdimmmpruaumﬂu
iron Curtain -- stremgthening HATO, and maintaining our economic aid

programs, -~ not slash them, as some would do,



ater poligy fo- world tradey perhaps
at the moment one of the mwost important steps that we can take. We

must st as if we believe in 'trade, not aid', not merely repeiat that
phrase by rote because it sounds good.

Fifth, we must exert leadership in strengthening under-developed
areas of the world, st engthening Point Four work and utilizing our
great food reserves to share wilh less fortunate citizeams of the world.

Tiese are just a few suggested steps wiich we as a nation might
take o regain our initiative im foreign affairs., They are all part
of a poliey to achieve peace, stop Communism, and eventually bring
avbout the redreat of Commun.sme muuamm,mm; i
am con ident that the American people want such a program, and that the
free world is yearning for such leadership.

SDhiS: ‘hank you, Senator Humphrey ... You have been listening te
Senator Hubert H, Humphrey, bringing you his weekly report on events
in ‘he Hation's capital. This is Washington, returning you to your

station announcer.
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Uprisings behind the Iron Curtain, particularly in East Germany, against
Soviet rule will be discussed by Senator Hubert H,Humphrey (D,,Minn,) over

Radio Station on at .
(day) (time)

Senator Humphrey, member of the Senate ‘oreign Relations “ommittee,

will be interviews=d on what the outbreak of rebellion in satellite areas might
mean in the struggle of democracies against communism,

During a recent Senate speech, Senator Hm;-hre} hailed the courage
of the Germaen people and called for the United States wr seize upon the uprisings
"as a Golden Opportunity to act" toward encouraging thq‘fj-will for freedom among
suppressed oeople under the “oviet yoke, During the m}Lerw, Senator Humphrey
wlll review other cevelopments--good and bad-~-in our imternational relations,

The broadeast will be another in a weekly se_{lr:ica entitled "Report from
Washington", transcribed by Senator Humohrey as a oerql'lonal report to Minnesota

citizens and carried on Station as a public aerv*ce-
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SIWSs HEPORT FROM WASHINOTUM. Again we bring you Senator Hubert H,

Humphrey, with his weekly report from the nation's capital. This program

is brought to you as a public service, in cooperation with this station.
senator Humphrey, what's new under the capital dome this week?

SENATUR: Vell, there are quite a few things 1'd like to discuss for
the folks at home, because I know they'¥ be interested in them. But
rmxmx'dmwhtmmwummmv-dumwm
to head off any setbacks in veterans' hospitalization, and adequate
medical care,

The present Congress has been giving considersble thought and
diseussion to medical care for veterans in our VA hospitals, Proposals
have been advanced which would sharply reduce the VA medical program,
and at the same Uine drastically alter the poliecy which has heen in
effect for the past thirty years. 1 think all of us should be aware of
ihese attempts, and concerned about them, After all, it will directly
affect every family that includes a war veteran, and that takes in
most of cur families these days. But I'm sure most people, even if they
have no loved cnes directly involved, want to see decent and proper
medical attention provided by cur country as the very least we can do
in appreciation for these ex-soldiers, ex-sailors, ex-marines, and ex~
air force boys who underwent such risks for the rest of us,



SENAIORs  The poliey under direct attack is that of admitting veterans
hmvahcpim:mwmum-vnothm
cmmmmmauudﬂnhﬁhmrurthatmm
msmbmmwmwamrwsom,mnnmw
reason for changing it.
nummmwnmmqtmm
cared for in the Veterans!' Administration have service-connected
disabilities, Ihe«nmm!‘ﬂ::nﬁtkﬂtodlpudbhmﬂ
treatment,
mtthuummmhrwmorcuuuttham;m.,
such as tuberculosis and mental disorder, It is, of course, difficult
ummwmmummth-maﬂtoturuuhm
armod forces, mummmmwmmumun
mmmmmmuuimummmmmw
of military life plays upon the body, ¥en who are accustomed ¢o
eiﬂml&huﬂtﬁn%hhﬂuﬁﬂt&rysﬂeﬁwmw
mnmtuiumadmnuﬁmiawhmnreuhn
duty, suffer great strain, While they may not suffer wounds or dise
mnﬁumtmhmntmmt.myeuudwrm
hmamwmwmmimmmmh
!hhhmcprchnM&Mﬁu. Mamm
mm.tmmlymwnllﬁwﬂnumhm. Mt to the
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connected disability®,

S385: In other words, Senator, if they couldn't prove their injury or
Msmmuumwurym«.mmem
proposed, they would be denled medical care?

2By That's right —- as far as Veterans' Hospitals are concerned.
MMMMWM“&-MWMtMM
treatment, 17 we keep them out of Vi hosritals, they would be the
responsibility of county or other publie institutions. Thet doesn't
make s onse to me, I am sure most of us would agree that it is far
wmrwmmur-mﬁmmmnmm-. He
muuwmmu.muammmmmmmaw.
m'mmmmumahuamuymzm
mpim.mmumtmaumetmwh-thm
country. Equally important, the other public hospital facilities ave
MW.Wmmmmmmw
casese I the Federal Govermment provides the Veterans' Administration
facilities for weterans, 1tmumm1m1-muurmm
addisional facilities out of local taxes. i the Federal Government
musommmmmnwtwwrummm,m
ugosagtonnwtodau-mmmmwunmym
sadled with the burden,
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SiS:  Senatlor tmul@i@ P%ﬁ is often extremely

difficult to prove a veteran's injury was incurred in service, and
that many injustices would be done Just through lack of records if we
chansed sur policy to ban hospitalization for noneservice connected
disabiliiies?

SENATORs That's right. Approximately 25 percent of the cases at the
Veterans Administration hospitals are regarded as "barderline" in their
nature, It is not certain whether they are service-connected or not,
Everyone knows that medical records are all too of'ten lost due to
conditions im war, I have looked inte many cases in behalf of service-
men and found that to be true, In fact, I have intreduced bills to
provide for further record keeping so as tc make much more certain the
medical history of those who serve our country, so they won't be faced
with injustices in future years,

in my judgment, however, we should operate on the presumption that
when the facilities are available, the veteran is entitled to medical
care regardless of the service history of his didability, rather than
be ‘orced to exhsust his meager earnings or savings or be compelled to
acce bt public charity in a county or state institutions

SISt  Senater, do you thingd Congress will adopt these cutbacks in
care of Veterans, as some have proposed?
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SENATORS xm@-@mem-uu
headed it off, I kuow that hauwmmhommgwnup

backwards in veterans' care, both through my testimony for adeguate
appropristions and debate on the Scnate flooragainst depriving a
great bulk of cur veterans of access to VA hospitals., These curbs
ware all suggested as part of the Administration's Peconomy wave",
but I submit its a strange place for President Eisenhower to scek
wmmmmuummammm
wourkiod under his command, i don't think the Senateé is going to let
such seonomy be achieved at the expense of our war weterans,

2585 Senstor Humphrey, let me change the subject on you., In
addition to rejecting many of the Admindstration's sare drastic
mmxmm:n.aomhmmorwm-u
of the Fresident's appointments., Can you tell us anything about the
nominstion of Tom Lyon, the President's choice as dirseter of the
Fedoral Bureau of Mines, wwch apparently backfired?

SET0Ts It certainly did backfire. Embarrassed Nepublican fongressional
backers of iire Lyon dropped their support and asked the White House to
ummmmmmummmmmu;m

under questioning by my good friends, senators Jackson of Vashington

and Clemenis of Kentucky, during the committee hearing on eonfirmation,
It-lmuwrematlmbomgemwhudmmmom

not only unsympathetic, hntmmmod,tow.werkth.w



is supposed to perfofp. « %‘lhﬂu‘&uﬂ«
recently, but nome quite so flagrant as this onge

SImss  vhat were some of the facts the committee hearing brought out?

SLEATOR: Vell, I mue sey that lr. Iyon was quite framk once Senators
Jackson and Clements started prying into his views ce..He said flatly
that he opposed the mine safety law that he would have to administer,
that he was against he Fresident's metal tariff poliey, and to top
things off, he confirmed that he still draws s §5,000 pension foom
the Anagonda Copper Company which they can revoke if' he does anything
they don't approve of, s it any wonder the Senate couldn't swallow
him to head our Bureau of Hines?

During the question about mine safety laws, Mr, Lyon was asked
whether he considered human life came before material thin's in mining,
His answer was that “"life is becoming vwery cheap on our globe",

The surprising thing to me is thet such a man was ever nominated
in the fi{rst place. He told the committee that Interior Secretary
Deuglas Yefay and others who had recommended him for the nomination
had never asked him for his views on the mine safety law, and sizmilar
isoues.

You know, a short time ago Fresident Eilsenhaver told & news con-
ference that he never appointed a man to public office without first
intervicwing hin and seeing what his views are, If he held strong
views on any subject, one way or the other - the president said -
he disqualificd that man, He sald he vanted people who were objective
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and with an open Mr._;_: «‘g, I X&M

Fell, somebody slipped up on ir. Lyon. And there have been other
slips, 100 = if the President means what he said,

ihe press raised ils eyebrows recently over appointment of ir,
Talbot as a now member of the U, S, Tariff Commission, because of the
known variance of his views to those of President Eisenhower., Talbot
hag always been recogniszed as a protectionist advocate, not a supporter
of free trade. Yet when Mr, Talbot was questioned by the Senate Finance
Committer with regard o his confirmation, he said that he did net
digeuss tariffs with President Eilsenhower at all, or with anybody else
at ‘he White lowsey prior to the appointment, Yhenthe Fresident was
asked about this at a subsejuent conference, he conlirmed that he
didn't know what falbot's views were an tariffs.

ihen, of course, a lot of us still haven't gotten over s pointment
of an ex-congressman Lo head the goverament's housing program who had
ecnsistently fought against such programs in the past.

it's beginning to look like politics and patronage — alva's to
be expected in a new administration - is winning out over all the fine
talk about just finding the mosl capable men availlable to run the
sovarmment,

SHASy Opesking of patronage, Senator, hasn't the Administration taken
steps to mowe quliie a few vore federal posts ocut of civil service, so
they will be open for patronage appointuents?



o

SENATOR: Yes, m&@m«no the new mm-

ismtmlmmwmmphatpowg levels with people
of ‘heir own cholce. But its already gone far beyond that, and is
§till spreating further. Lt'smquaMudimryhnn{btw
vays o pry out civil seriyice employees so the vacancies can be filled
with gatironage appointees, The latest nﬁm is to wipe cut eivil service
protection for more than 100,000 jobs, so they will be available for
distribution as political plums, iost of them are now filld by people
with years of government service, people who came up fromjhe raaks
step~by-step through civil service, and have always been regarded as
career workers. If the career workers throughout the executive
departaents are going to be replaced with politieal faverites, T hope
uhatlautagxmlmwndm'thnlu«-men&m
experienced public servants at once. {hat would create chacs, for
the whole ldea of career service is to have some continuity of
wnammploatmihohuvnbmwmunﬂ
know thoroughly the jobs they are roguired to £All.

Siuiss Thank youy Senatlor Humphrey ee.e You have been iistening to
Senator Hubert i, Humphrey, in his weekly report from the ndtion's
capitd , presented over this station as a public service., This is
“ashington, returning vou to your station anncuncer,



Radio Program Press Release--Standard Hea

COPY

(Program No.25)

Efforts to prevent curtailment of haspitalizaﬁonfr and vk medical care

|
for veterans will be discussed over Radio Station on | at

(@57 (Eime)

Senator Hubert H.Humphrey (D,,Minn,) |
Senator Hum hrey will be interviewed on proposals before the Congress
to eliminate Xemaimewkxiwx hospitalization for veterans in jllsnon—servioe conrected
cases, which he has vigorously opposed, Difficulties in thtﬁ-mining "borderline cases"
of whether veterans' disabilities or illness stemmed rmn’_a mﬁ.l'?.tary service will be
discussed by Senator Humphrey as part of his argument in [fh+or of making Veterans
Administration facilities open to all veterans for treaﬁnar!flis aa long as beds are
available, |
Other topics to be discussed by Senator Hmpﬁrey in his weekly transeribed
radio report to Minnesota citizens from the nation's capit;l willilrll::]-:: forced
withdrawal of the nomination of a new chief for the U.S.Buil'eau of Mines after his
testimony that he didn't approve of the mine safety Ms np would have to enforce,

and the inroads of patronage on the civil service nerit gystems



RADIO SCRIPT for Senator Hubert H, Humphrey Subject Matters

s COPY

(For week of July 29)

SILMMS: REPORT FROM WASHINGTON! Again we bring you Senatar Hubert He.
Humphrey, with his weekly report from the Nation's capital. This program
is brought to you as a public service, inc ooperation with this station.

Senator Humphrey, Senator Sparkman has given me a copy of a letter
he sent you a few days ago == do you mind if I read it, before asking

you some questions about it?

SENATOR: If it's the letter I think it is, I'll be only too happy to
have you read it .. Is it Senator Sparkman's comments on my efforts in

behalf of small business?

SIMMSt That's right, and as long as you have no objection I'd like to
read it, Here is Senator Sparkman's letter:

"Dear Hubert: I want to express my appreciation to you for your
vote in behalf of small business when the Conference Report on the
Controls Bill was before us several days ago.

"As was well pointed out in the discussion on the Senate floor,
the proposl that had come from the House of Representatives, if enacted
into law, would scuttle efforts made to give small business a fair
chance in the American economy.

"This fact was well recognized in the statement that was sent

to all Senators by one of the best small business organizations of the



-2

the country. I refer @@P Business issociation
of bew inglamxie wther bus organisations from all over the
country & pressed Lhemselves in the same manner, because they all knew
that destroying the lodependent status of the small business agency
would destroy the ability of that agency to do anything helpful for
snall business. |

"is chair-an of the Small Business Commitiee ‘or three years",
Senator Sparkman wreote to you, "I have found you always on the side of
the small business man, You have been a fine and faithful mesber of the
Small Pusiness Committee., Your upholding small business in this latest
inslance is simply @ continuation on your part of the interest und
effort you have always exerted for small busines:®", End guote.

That's the message in Senator Sparkman's letter.

SiuAToR: 1 appreciate that letter very deeply, for Sena or Sparksan
has been a long-time chaspionef small independent enterprise. Irom
him sueh recognitionoSf my efforts in behalf of amall business really
meang something,

S088r 1 realize that, Senator Humphrey, and that's why 1 wanted to
read the letier to open this Lnterview on small business issusa,
Hagn't there been considerabls confusionover recent votes labelled in
the press as gn aid to small business?



1 suspect much of
de Yol know, legislative
maneuvers can often be sdsleading; sometimes they are purposefully
50, And partisan eritics are quick to selse upon an issue where a
Muﬂﬂllhnthwmmm#hamgmanm,
but would have done scmething entirely different when you pet down
to the fine print. |
mm:hmum-b&ummmmamm
different versiom, it has to go to what we call “Conference® to work

out the differences - all it means is that a committee from each

side of the Congress meets together to try and reconcile the two

bills, fut vwhen such a Conference report comes hack to us in the
Senate for approval, we have to take it or leave it as is —- there can
be no amendments. Sometimes peocple try to take advantage of that fact
n.nmngwmwuwmtutm-tmmim
in the orderly legislative process of committee hearings and eareful
examination of now legislation,

S40Ss s thet what hayponed in the case of this so-called small
buginess amendment to the Controls Bill, or extended Defense Production
Aet?

SINATGRe That's right -8 when the extension of the Defense Production
fiet came back to us from conference forifimal approval, a Big Pusiness—
Mmtmmww,mmmndum



small business. Act N '-_g fast the opposite. Yu;
knowy, I was one of the ﬂhanorwmﬂmtl
Administration. It started from scratch and 'as been operating only a
short time, lowever, it lus done a remarkable job in helping small
biusiness in this country due to the fact that it has been an
independent agency responsive to the President, and reparting to him
dﬁut%mﬂmﬁ“wwm&ummtwdpiu
through any other office., The proposal that came to us out of conference
wmldhnndutrowdthltmmmﬁ'lﬁhunmm“,
and would have crippled severely the effort of any man trying to
administer the sgency in behalf of small tusiness, i voled against it.
mmmwxmsmanm-mwmmm
amendment, as the spokesmen for all major small business orpani.ations
had urged us to do,

SL85r TYet because you voted against & measure that would have red ly
been harmful to small business interest, Senstor Humphrey, I have
nbticod newspaper dispatches quoting some of vour opponents as saving
your vote showed you were "agalusi” small business.

SERATORs That's right - but you can blame such attempis at distortion
on over-sealous partisans oritics who know very little sbout the real
issues involved. I donBt think people are so easily fooled, The
ationsl Federstion of indiependent Business, which has the largest
individual membership of any business orpanization in the lnited States,



5=

wrote me after that to note that you
s ol @)1 g

I'dmmuthwhn&oappmnldauhmchwnly
mrwmwmms,mmmmmmmu
any over-sajser and rabid partisan so obviously rying to play reciless
polities with a vewy vital issue, You know, I think some of these
sesscned political critdes, grasping ‘or a straw, have really stuck
mmmmm-mm-mmunmum. By
attacking my vote, they are themseolves tuming againat small business,
anmuummmnmumm that concurred
n#mitmmmmmumwuﬁmmmm
plot of Big Business umubhgmdmﬂmwmt
ageney supposedly created to sid small business,

SLtiSa mm.mnmwmmwﬁty
mmwmumsumummn

SENATORs TYos, 1t has, and I veally regret that an aitempt has been
Mhamnpammﬂutmmnmum&wm
I suppose to some people anything is "fair game® ‘or politicdl attack,
mtxmmmmumwwmmumu
be kieked around like a political football, ¥e on the Small Pusiness
MMMnnmwumahnnMMpmbh-
wimmimm”wdwmmmwudmwm»
have been joined by fepublicans as Co=sporsorss But I think anyone is



mwmm and convince the public
L've turned my back on 8e My record and my viess in
regard to preserving and strengthening small, independent business

enterprice should be teco clear to be misunderstood by anyone,

S5t Senatory gou do have a long record of accosplishments for small
tusiness, Didn't you lead the fight for the Fair Trade B1117 And what
sbout some of your other efforts for small business?

SENATUET 1 not only led the fight for the Fair Trade Bill, but I
mnmxcmmmmmtxm.wumwuuwemw
Prosicent Truman to sign that bill. Then of course I also obtained
establ shment of & Subcomsittee on Fair Trade Fractiess within our
senate Commitiee on Small Business. I've alsays tried to be a consistent
and active friend of independent enterprise, because I beliewe it is
esgsential to our economy. I1've worked for strengthening the Robinson-
Fatman Act, strengtiening the Federal Trade Commissioatéo properly
enforce the Clayton Act, strengthening the Anti-Trust Division of the
epariment of dustice, and supported small business loan activities of
ikCe

zmmuumw-:marmﬁmmm
Small lefense "lants Adsinistration,



T

510G m,m.@@P overlooked = I know
Lthat you were the spons B in having the Congress
adopt an amendment which sstablishod an Assistant to the Secretary of
Lefense in charge of small business coniracts. [ understand that office

has been of great assistance to the smaller indusiries in the lefense
Jepartment's relationships with industry.

SESATOR: That's right, bat 1 could name many more ways I've iried to
belp small business. . wes one of Lhose who led the fight sgainst
the Basing Polnt Bill, and 1 was co-sponsor of a section in the Defense
Production Act which made available extra loan funds for small business
defenne plants and taconite develoymant. I was the originater of the
so=callec small business~government conferences which were held
throughout the United States, one of the rirst being at the Nicollet
liotel in Minneapolis. But I think above all else, I've worked hardest
a2t trying to improve the tax treatment of small business.

SLaiSr That's right — aren't you a sember of the Small Business Sub-
comulites that has jJust released a report on Tax Problems of Small
Business?

SESATOR Yesy I ame After a two-year study on the impact of Foderal
taxation on ssall /irms, I'sm convinced that the best hoge of aiding
small busincss is through tax changes aimed at allowing a successful,
growing business in the small or mediun size bracket to becomes an



-

effective competitor .@ @PY subcommittes's Iindings
nr& recommendations a for anyone interested, Just
mu-mmrwauyydmmmwmﬂuueu. Very
hrinﬂy,umndﬁmﬁmmtohl]pmnmmmdowuhum
allowanzes, prefit aceum.lations, surtax axemptions, and inheritance

and estate taxes, Rmmwaxumum.a&uim

m-nmmummmummrmwnmmg
under $100,000, It appears to have sirong support,

2AESt Senator, u'amyummzmm.mmzm
mﬂeuarmtornmmngthamhorummlminmm.

wmm,zm-xmarmmummm.
wz'nsunamuamm. S0 I know how very real snd
wwmmmwmmmu‘mmum
firm ean be Loday, Mulmguluinm&nm,m'nﬁdm
i stay on the side of small business.

S8 Thank you, Senator Humphrey ... Tou have been listening to

Senator lubert i, Humphrey, bringing you his weekly report on events
in the nation's capital, This is Washington, returning you to your
slation announcer ...



Radio Program Release--stapdard WEP Y

(Progran No,26)

The important role of small business in the American economy will
be discussed by Senator Hubert H,Humphrey (D,,Minn,) over Radio Station

on at -
(Day and time)

Senator Humphrey, mewber of the Senate's Small Business Committee, will
be interviewed on his e "forts to preserve and strengthen independent business
enterprise, As a member of the subconmittee thet has just concluded a two=year
study on the impact of federal taexation on small business, Senator Humphrey will
also report on tax changes that have been recommended to encourage and protect
independent enterprise from being Swwakimwmi% "swallowed up" by larger coporate
competitors,

Recent "Big Business" efforts to scuttle small business aid in Congress
behind the cloak of extending it will also be explained by Sena‘or Humphrey.

The broadcast will be another in his weekly series of trascribed reports from the

nation's capital, presented as & public service over Station o



SD@IS: REPORT FROM WASHINOTON! Agsin we bring you Semator Hubert H.
Bumpbrey, with his weekly report from the nation's capital. This program
is brought to you as a jublic service, in cooperation with this station.
Today Senator Humphrey will twmn the tables, and interview s special

guest instesd of being interviewed himself as ususl. The guest is Mr,
Harkmess, direetor of h-H Club work in Mimnescta. Jenacor Humphrey and
¥r. Harkness will dlscuss the importance of 4-H Club activity among rural
youth, Here is Senator Huphrey.cscesse

SENATOR: I'm certainly very pleased at the opportunity of having Mr.
HarBmess as wy guest on this program, while he and his wife and dsughters
are visiting im Washington. You know, Mr. Harkness, I have always been
greatly impressed with the work done among rural boys and girls by the 4§
Club movement, and I am glad to have this chance to find out more about it.
After all, our youth iz cur greatest hope for the future; the character we
build in boys and girls today is going to determine the kind of a world that
exists tomorrow. And I'm sure you'll agree that 4.8 has been a great
character-building iafluence in rursl America. I'd like to have you tell
us some highlights of your sctivities in Minnesota, Mr. Horkness......

LA B N B B

(The main body of program to be ad 1ib discussion. Here are
a few suggested questioms:)

LR N R N



What can you tell me sbout the Imternational Farm Youth Exchange, under
which 4-B Club youths from our country are sent to other countries, and
boys and girls of other lands are given a chance t0 see American farm life
each sumser? Haven't we some of these young visitors fram other lands in
Minnesota now? .

Do I understand that you have a similar exchange plan of acquainting
young men and women with different areas of our owm country, and different

types of agriculture, by boys and girls "trading” visits between states?

o _touch om:

Femily farm -~  rurel living as way of life

Hew gemeration of farm youth leerning to broaden outlook,
see beyond neighbor's fencerow.

Pribute to men and women who serve voluntarily as club
leaders -- no greater service than helping to gulde youth.

Youth owr most importeant commodity -- we should be more
concerned sbout seeing that it gets every opportunity to develop and thrive.

LR B B & 8

At_two minutes to go--

SDMS: Senator Hugphrey and Mr. Harknees, I'm sorry to interrupt such an
interesting and informative discussion, but time is running out and I under-
stand, Senator, you want to tell our listeners about winding up this current

series of programs.



ENATOR: That's m,@ QE X I want to again thank
Mr. Barkness for beling with me and comtributing so much to this enjoyable
dlscussion. I'm sure all of us are proud of the work being done in keH,
and we certainly owe a great deal of thanks to you, Mr. Barkness, for yow
excellent leadersidy in Minnesota.

Now, about these radio reports from Washingtom....

You know we are adjourning the first half of the precent session
of Congresz. It doesn't mean s Senator's work stops, but 1t does msan I
will have more chance to get out among you in Mimnesots rather than have to
stay buried under the hesvy tensioms of work im Washington. I'm certainly
looking forward to getting home for a while.

I've enjoyed these weekly prograss, through which I Imve sincerely
tried to keep the folks at home informed on current issues in the eapital,
and my views comcerming them. I've tried to be falr and factual. I hope
you have enjoyed hearing our discussioms from time to time. I appreciate very
much the cocperation of this radic station in presenting the transeribed
broadeasts, as o public service. If you like hearing regularly from your
Serator in Washington, perhaps you too might want to drep a line thanking
this station for performing this public service.

With this program, I am ending the current weekly series. Perbhaps
I will have o special program from time o time during the recess, if matters
of public interecat develop that I think you should know about. However, I
hope to renew these weekly reporte to you when Congress agaln cunvenes --
if you want them, and if the splendid cooperation I have received from this
and other radio stations comtinues. Why not let me lnow -- and the station
oy -« if you wvant these discussion renewed?



e CORY. .

JD8M3:  You have been listening to Cemator Hubert H. Husphrey, bringing
you the last in the current series of his weekly reports on events in the
nation's espital. This 1s Washington, retwrning you to your station

simouncer .
dé#d



Radio Program Press &has@r@qp Y

(Program No.27)

Minnesota's L-H Clubs and the important role they occupy in
training rural youth will be discussed by Senator Hubert H,Humphrey (D. _,M:I.nn.)

over Radio Station on at .
(day and time)

Sengtor Humphrey's spec_:ial guest on te broadcast will be lMr,
Harlmess, state director of L=H work in Minnesota,

During the orogram on Minnesota Li-H activities, Senator Humphrey
and Mr.Harkness will also discuss the International Farm Youth Exchange; under
which American boys and girls have been "trading" sumer visits with boys and girls
from other countries, so each may learn more about how farm people live and work
in the other's home land,
. The broadecast will conclude the current weekly series during
which Senator Humphrey has been reporting to people of Minnesota on happenings
in the nation's capital. Senator Humphrey is ending the regular broadcasts because
of adjourmment of Congress, but hopes to resume his air wave reports when Congress
again convenes, The programs have been carried regularly over Radio Station

as a public service, in the intercst of keeping Minnesota citizens informed,



Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyrightin this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org



