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COMPLEriON OF WESTERN MOOJESOTA TRANSMISSION LOOP PREDICTED 

Despite repeated delays, western Minne.sota will eventually get its long-sought 
high 
/voltage transmission line bringing Missouri Basin hydroelectric power into the 

state at lower rates, and linking l.finnesota into a grid system with power sources 

in both South Dakota and North Dakota, Senator Hubert H. Humphrey predict~d today 

in an address at the first annual "Willie Wirehand Iays" celebration at Benson, 

Minnesota, sponsored jointly by the Benson Chamber of Commerce and the Agrilite 

Rural Electric Co-op. 

Success of that project, he declared calls for extending the transmission line 

beyond Granite Falls to Benson, to Fergus Falls, and to Fargo, rather than just 

from Big Bend, South Dakota, to Granite Falls, for which funds have now been pro-

vided. 

Assurances that the line would eventually be extended northward and westward 

to complete the proposed transmission grid through Benson and Fergus Falls before 

1960 were obtained from rarucing majority and minority members of the Senate's 

Interior Appropriations Subcommittee during debate Monday on this year's appro-

priations, Senator Humphrey revealed. 

Minnesota's rural electric co-operatives and private utilities are united in 

"fighting for the recognition our state deserves in getting hydroelectric power 

from the Missouri Basin," Senator Humphrey declared. 

"We in Minnesota have asked for very little, but, unfortunately, we 
have been granted much less. Included in the Interior Appropriation 
bill this year is a good start toward the high voltage transmission grid 
we need, but it is only a half a loaf when a full loaf is needed." 

During floor debate on Interior Appropriations this week, Senator Humphrey 

said, Senator Cordon, Chairman of the Interior Appropriation Subcommittee, and 

Senator Hayden, ranking minority member, "both agreed on merits of the extended 

grid pattern, and concUl~ed that it must be completed by the time the Oahe power 

becomes available in 1960." 

What hydro-electric power can mean to Minnesota's electric consumers in terms 
of lower cost was emphasized by Senator Humphrey. 

"The cooperatives in Minnesota that are requesting construction of these 
transmission facilities purchased some 225,000 1 000 kilowntt hours in 19.53 at cost o 
some $2,900,000. This is an average cost of 13 mills per kilowatt hour paid by the 
cooperatives at wholesale for their energy -- one of the highest wholesale energy 
rates paid by the cooperatives anywhere in the country. If the power had been pur 
chased from the Bureau of Reclamation at the presently established 5.5 mill rate, 
these cooperatives would have realized a saving of $1;7001 000. By 1960, the in­
creased loads of these cooperatives will enable them to save some $3,6001 000 per 
year if the Bureau of Reclamation power is made available to them by that time," 
Senator Humphrey declared. 
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DArnY POLICIES DISCRIMINATE AGATiiST MINNESOTA 

Minnesota's dairymen received "the lowest average \-Thole sale prices for all milk 

in the Nation" during May, Senator Hubert H. Humphrey declared today in an address 

before the Board of Directors of the Red River Valley Co-op P~rer Association at 

Halsted, Minnesota.. 

Average prices received by farmers in Minnesota for all mill~, wholesale, per 

hundred weight, he said, was $2.90 -- amount to 6(1/o of parity. 

Senator Humphrey contrasted that price with average prices for all milk in 

Florida of $6.70, in Rhode Island of $5.65, for New England as a whole of $4.16, 
and the national average of $3.50. 

"While price supports are provided only for manufacturing milk, these averages 

for all milk sh~r how present policies of the Department of Agriculture are dis­

criminating against the miduest, and further widening the distorted regional price 

spreads in milk," he declared. 

"If any dairy products are being 'priced out of the market' as Secretary Benson 

contends, it is fluid milk along the eastern seaboard, not milk produced in 

Minnesota. Yet Secretary Benson l1as insisted on slashing support for manufactured 

milk upon which our dairymen must depend for outlets, and refused to touch the 

barriers shutting off eastern markets fram us and holding down fluid milk consump-

tion by maintaining unreasonably high milk prices in our major cities." 

Present policies threatening to "squeeze our dairymen to the wall", he said, 

include: 

1. Lowering of dairy support prices from 90% to 75~ of parity. 

2. "Jiggling down" the parity price of manufactured milk to make it appear 

farmers are getting 75% of parity when "actually they are only getting a national 

average of 72.1% of parity", despite Benson's promise to make support levels 

"effective" at the 75ofo level. 

3. Downgrading of butter through nevr standards and tighter inspection on govern ment purchases that means still lower support prices for a larger quantity of dairy products and none at all for butter formerly rated "B" grade but now being designated as "C". 

4. Maintenance of barriers against free flow of milk into major marketing cen­ters, creating artificially high prices for fluid milk that holds down consumption and increases eastern seaboard production overflowing into manufacturing milk markets normally the outlet for midwest dairy production. 

Senator Humphrey promised a "determined fight" during the remainder of this Congress to "?:estore at least part of the uncalled for slash in dairy support prices. Cost squeeze on dairy farmers, Senator Humphrey said, "emphasizes the tremen­dous import~ce of low cost electric power on our farms" • 
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REA'S APPROVAL WILL BOOB BE ~ ~ JOil!l' PUBCHA8E or THE 

GEI!RAL MI1IDSOO'A U'fiLITII!lS C<IIPAHt Br SIX MIRlllso.rA BURAL ~C 

COOJIBRW'IZS1 ~ BiJ&R'i L BIIIPBRI!' BftiAIJ!:D TmAY. 

C01180T·11Wl'IOB WILL MAD 1'1' POSSIBU: I'<E 1B C<QIS '1'0 &ltii&D IftO tali 

UJSIR'UD ABIAB1 BRABLIMl TBIM TO COlmiCT EIBC'l'.RIC POWZR '1'0 1,300 Uli&IRYBD 

PARlE, · SIDmt JIUMIIBRft DI:CLARID • 

.lSBUlWI3B ~ A "GRBD LIGHl'" WCXJU) • GIVD TB1 DIPOR.rA1I'l' POWER 

PROJBC'l' VDI GnD ~ BIJMPBRIY BY RIA fJWICIALS m VASilllUl01I PRlDAY. 

"Till cmDR1L Milt'IBSOl'A t1.l'ILl'l'IIS C~ BAS Bmll TDC'JK1'RJ J'cm A 

JIJ!BR I'<E 1¥0 DARB <It IOU:, AID SIX RURAL BmC'!RIC COOIIBA1'IYBS BAD I'IIJ:D 

.APPLICA1'IC8S I'Cil LOllm TO l'nwa! ~ r:JI '.rJII 0111 PACILI'l'DS Ill TBIIR 

RISPBtTIU .ARIAS. TBB QUB8ll011 IRVOLVBD WAS VBI'l'B&R m' coum • DC111 

LIQAT.f~. 

"D RISP01B: !0 OOR ~JJI9f l'<lt A P1lOGRBSS BiPOR'1' 1 1!11 BBA BAS I1WU111:D 

ME mA!l' Til PDIDDIJS D ALL SIX CASBS WIB! APF~I11. !HI ACw.ISr.riON 

IS ImA.TU PlDD. 

"I AM IJrCIUD 1'BM' APPROVAL ~ 'l'JIE 8CIS8AR! LOAR WILL !UE PLACE 

Wl'l'BIB 1'BB RIX'l' !WO VDKS, A!CXltf.tniG TO AR<IJ1ID $3,000,000. BACH COOPJmAfiVE 

Wn.t ACQUIRI A POl'.l'IClf (JI THE CDIJ I'ACILI!J.'IBS, WHICH lUI SIRVI 21 500 

CONallmS. IN .ADDrriOB 'lO EX'SNDII«; BlmVICE I1fl'O lU!Il ABBAS, ~ C<BMIJD6.1'ION 

WILL PERMl'1' IMPROVED fBRVICES TO '!'BOSE ALHBADr lBilll SIRVJU). • 
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CAl1I&'l'OJI CCXJlfl'r· COOJIBRAfi1E 1QIJR ASSOCIMriOI, KB'l"ltZ RlYJR., 

IIILIZ LACS BIOI<Xf COOJIIIRA'nVI LICIIrl & POIIIR ASSOCINriOJJ, AI'J!IClll. 

liOiml Pm ILIXn'RIC c.'OOPIIIAft'll 1 li'INLAYSOll. 

DllR!LAlm ELIC'l'BIC C()(')JIIRAft¥E,. ORA1ID JAPD)S. 

NOlf1'R l'lASCA ~~ BIG FORK. 

Jm4'IWII iLIC'5IC COOJIDA1'IV.B, JDID)JI. 

RURAL CCIJlrllBS SIRVm)· 1ft 'l'JII8I ~ llDA.R.I .ll'.r!m'f1 

~~ CABI&'l'OJI, CASS, CROW WDG, 1IJJIIIA1m, l!'ASCA., JWIAIBC, IDOCBIC:&I:W, 

Pll8, AS .Sf. UIJIS. 
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