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SENATOR HUMPHREY WARNS OF TEACHER-SHORTAGE PROBLEM 

America's f ut11re s npply of qualj_fied school teachers is dwindling at a time 
when the school population is expanding, Senator Hubert H. Humphrey warned today 
in a non-political address before a conference of the Minnesota Federation of 
Teachers :ln Minneapolis. 

"Despite its importance to our society, ymmg people are not choosing the teaching career in s vfficient numbers", Senator Humphrey declared. "Yet the need is really great. The m1mber of new teachers available has declined 2 1~~ since 1951. Today there are an estimated 167,000 teaching vacancies in the primary and secondary schools of our Nation. Yet last year the teacher training instit ,_,tions of t}Je country t urned 01.1t onlY 35,000 teachers holding degrees which qt,alified them to t each in elementary schools. 

"This teacher shortage hurts everyone. It hurts all st11dents, because it means larger classes and do-bling up. It hurts those i n the teachi ng profession, because those large classes make it difficult -- and sometime s impossible -- for teachers to do t he good j ob they wo uld like· to do", Senator HtJmphr ey said. 

Senator Hulllphrey commended the group for "showing as great an interest in 
p,_,pil needs -- for adequate school facilities and adequate and competent teaching 
staffs -- as yo u have abovt decent :.rages for yourself". 

"Decent vrages f or teachers are vi tally important, however," Senator HtUnphrey said. "They are important indivi dually -- to yo"r mor ale and pride as teachers and members of ym.ll' comm-unity. But tl+ey are more :i.mportant i n attracting able people into this most important of' professions, important in helping to cope with the problem of teacher shortages vThich now exis~ 

"We will not have an adequate edt,cational system while teachers BJ,"~ underpaid and ,,nder-recogn zed. Neither can teachers 1-1ith the best will in the world do an adeq11ate job in schools where more than 35 yo11ngsters are crowded in a class· room, or in schools 1·There youngsters attenG. in shifts and j_n schools in t-thit>h the students t hemselves cannot t ake any pride." 

Senator Humphrey pointed 01't that the aims of the American Federation of 
Teachers with which the Minnesota gr oup is affiliated "are broad and public-
spirited", calling opposition to the organization by some school administrators 
"short-sighted.". 

"The AFT is riot only interested in the wages ancL the working conditions of teachers ~ - thougll this interest is an important and legitimate one", he declarer . "The AFT also has long been interested in advancing the whole level of educatioT in thi~;~ country , and is performing an extremely valuable service in using its infl1Jence t oward more adequate facilities and resources for ed'\,Jcation", 

Senator Hvmphrey said he was proud to be one of the only fm1r Senators belong-
ing to the American Federation of Teachers, the others being Senator Douglas of 
Illinois, Senator Morse of Oregon, and Senator Mansfield of Montana. 

- 30 .,. 



LET • S ENTER THE 1"WENTIETH CENTURY 

NOTES FOR SPEECH TO 

:MINNESOTA FEDERATION OF TEACHERS 

OCTOBER 22, 1954 

I am particularly happy to be able to be with you 

this morning . It is good to be, not only among friends, 

but also among colleagues Sri l :inii I M!I!IE!: Ca:J.d.-

1~~ .kL--,r.ai:Hk:n&1if/M7triv I 13 • 1&1 • fellow member of the 

American EJederation of Teachers I> Ji,ai•illfll8!1'!1-lb!!IIII&!'IIIC!III!&Ma•sii!!IS~'!'!" 

J claim to be something more than a mere card-carrying 

member -- I am deep~y interested in the problems of 

education. The fact that I have left teaching f~c~ 
...,_ 

has only served to deepen that concern . 

~ This is not an ordinary conv'ention; it is ail 

educational conference, a working meeting . I con-
-----~ 

gratulate the Minnesota Federation of Teachers on the 

attendance at this meeting . I understand the Minnesota 

Federation of Teachers now has a membership of 4,000; 

and that :Minnesota ranks third among the States in 
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membership in the American Federation of Teachers. 

There has been some short-sighted opposition by 

some school administrators to the right of teachers to 

organize. The fact that this opposition has confronted 

you only serves to do more credit to the attendance at 

this meeting. For it has sometimes been the case that 

teachers' jobs have been in jeopardy because they chose 

to join the American Federation of Teachers and chose 

to work for the objectives of that grand organization. 

)-rt should be more widely known that it is that the 

aims of the American Federation of Teachers are broad 

and public-spirited. The AFT is not only interested 

in the wages and the working condi. ti ons of teachers -

though this interest is an important and legitimate one. 

L The AFT has also ~een interested in advaming the 

whole level of education in this country. It has realized 

that one very important aspect of this problem is the need 

for more adequate facilities and resources for education. 
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We will not have an adequate educati onal system while 

teachers are underpaid and under-recognized. Neither can 

teachers with the best will in the world do an adequate 

job in schools where more than 35 youngsters are crowded 

i n a classroom, i n schools where youngsters attend in 

shifts, in schools that students themselves cannot take 

pride in. . 
~ 

Decent ~s for teachers are ~~~ "bly important. They 

are import ant to you individually - to your morale and pr ide 

as t eachers and members of your community. They are important 

in attracting able people int o this most important of pro-

fessi ons. They are import ant in helping to cope with the 

stringent problem of the s hortage of t eachers which now 

. exists in our Nation. Despite its importance to our 

soceity, young people are not ehoosing the teaching career. 

~---------------------

The American Federat ion of Tea chers, by organizing to 

~ 
achieve better~ and working conditions for teachers, 

is making a realistic appro ach to this problem of getting 
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promising young people to choose the teacher's career. 

The need is great. Today there are an est:imated 

167,000 teaching vacancies in the primary and secondary ----
schools of our Nation . The number of new teachers 

available has declined 21% since ~' according to a 
'tJ T-~ .. 

NEW YORK TIMES survey. Last year, the teacher training 

institutions of our Nation turned out only 35,000 teachers -......... "' 

holding degrees which qualified them to teach in elementary 

schools. 

L~is teacher shortage hurts everyone. It hurts all 
'f''~,.y,, ...... -~~ 

students, because it means larger classes and doubling 

up. It hurts those in the teaching profession, because 

those large classes make it difficult: - and sometiloos 

impossible -- for teachers to do a good job. 

~t is also a fine thing that the American Federation 

of Teachers has shown a concern over school facilities. 

This is a deep personal interest of mine , because this is 

a field ·where legislation in Congress can be helpful. It 

is a field of legislation in which I have long been 

interested. 
~-· 
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In 1949 when I had the honor of being Chairman of a 

subcommittee of the Senate which took up the question of 

Federal assistance for school construction. The result 

of the work of that Subcommittee was the passage of Two 

Acts - Public Laws 815 and 874. 

'------------------------
One of thes e acts provided for a survey of school 

----------~ 

construction needs in the States - and as a result of the 
. --· ,,....,. 

surveys which were made we now ha ve definitive information 

on the school construction needs of our Nation. That 

information is alarming; it cries aloud for action. It 

s hows that this year the country has a deficit of 370,000 

classrooms. It shows that in 1952-53 more than 700,000 

children were attending school in double or triple 

s hifts, and that number has imreased since then. It 

in 1952-53 mar'e than one-third of our school 

children were attending classes in buildings of ques tionable 

safety from fire; 18% of our school children went t o school __..--

in buildings which were not f ireproof at all. 
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The survey shows that today the cost of building 

the classrooms we need is about $12 billion. In Minnesota 

alone, we need classrooms worth about $166,000,000. 9o% 

of this for new construction. If the State Legislature and 

every local school district taxed and appropriated up to 

the legal limits, we would still fall $46 million . (or 
--------------··---·-»Y-¥-·----·-·---·-M• 

about 28%) short of meeting our need for mare classrooms . 

This is the immense problem faced by our State and our 

Nation. 

£.., The other Act of Congress, of which I was also the 

chief author, provided for Federal aid for school con-

structi on in areas declared to be 'Federally impacted' 
I - ·ii ~ 

-- affected by Federal activities and installations which 

provide more school chilar.en in tm district but which do 
- ~~ -- .. ··""'· • ..._ ~IT" ..... ~._.. .............. ·-·--............... ---

not provide taxes to meet the cost of added school fa.c-

ill ties. This Act established the principle of Federal 

aid for school constrmtion. Our next jbb is to pass 

legislation extending the principle to cover the Federal 

share of the $12 b illion need for new classrooms. 
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The Surveys carried out under Public Law 815 have 

given us the :inform9.tion to go on. we know what the 

need is. And legislation has been introduced. I intro­

--~ 
duced legislation in the 83rd Congress. So did Senator 

Cooper of Kentucky. A bill was finally framed which 

pooled the best features of most of the school const-

r uction legislation introduced in the last Congress. 

~is bill- an 'Emergency School Construction Act' -

would have provided a t wo-year program of aid for school 

----------------------
construction; it would have made a start on the problem • 

.J__!._t would have provided $10 milli_;:_~ for Mi r..nesota over the 

~---~ 

next two years. But it was not passed, despite the con-

tinued urging of those of us interested in school con-

struction . The administration held that still mare 

study was necessa~ before an emergenqy school con-

struction act aould be enacted. 

~So we have still done nothing further about school 

construction . This year, pupil enrollment inthe Nation 
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increased by 1,600,000 over last year. For the remainder 
----------------------

of this decade an annual increase of at least a million 

pupils is expected. The Senate Subcaa~ttee on Education 

this year concluded that right now we faced an emergency 
tr· - ~ 
r? 

condition in school construction. And each year V'Je are 

going to add a million more pupils to that condition. 

~ree and adequate public education for All Americans 

is one of our oldest and firmest American ideals. Yet 

we find ourselves engaged in a constant fight for the 

realization of that ideal. Now, in the middle of the 

Twentieth Century, when the very survival of a Nation .,._,... ____ ___ 
---·-·---------------·----7--.~ 

depends upon its scientific and technical advancement, as well 

~----------
as upon the quality and the understanding of its citizenship' 

our government is still dragging its feet over a situation 

that finds 700,000 children going to school in shifts 
-..:__---

like factory workers, that finds us short 167,000 

school teachers, that finds half of our' elementary schools 

teachers vdthout coLlege degrees, that finds one in three 
-------

of our institutions of higher education operating financially 



-9-

in the red. 

~he Twentieth Century has faced growing bqys and 

girls with more difficult problems , more dangerous 

challenges to human tmderstanding than at any time 

in the past . Our Nati on is failing to equip its youth 

to meet these problems . And by failing to do so, our 

Nat i on is failing to care for its own future . 

L No business would be so shortminded as to skimp this 

way on research and development for the future . Part-

icularly when its competitors were straining every nerve 

to ensure their own futUI'e growth and development. Yet 

this is the position we find ourselves i~=on. 
().)fl'(, 

As a matter of :!:eer su~;ral in the ... ~~ld ! ar,A the Sov:et 

Union Jilf'putti.1lg more reso1r ces into education than we 

are, at least in the fie lds of scientifi c and technical 

educatio~annot afford to fall behind . 

~ J\nd as a matter of humanity, and a matter af building 

an effective democracy, capable of international understanding 
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and world leadership , we are failing to provide for 

our first needs. 

~Just plain survival in the twenti eth century demands 

an alert and educated cit i zen body. A twentieth century __ ...---·-·u-~ . """' -............,. = ·-

economy demands an educated citizen body. And the ad-

vancement of a twentieth cent ury culture demands ~ 
I'""' alii: .. - , - "i~¢1 m&4EQfA*I'jj:t11JII • • 

educated citizen~ . . ~~· ------==--:.r 
Just one more r eflection - there has been a lot of 

criti cism of proposals for Federal aid to educ ation and 

s·chool construction on the ground that this would promote 
............... ---------..... _ ______ .. -~....... -~ih54 " Jd 

big government. Of course, all of this aid would be 
~~ 

dispensed through t he States. But beyond that, you 

are never going to get the kind of educated, alert, 

------------------------
public spirited Nation which can take on local communi -cy 

responsibilities until you provide adequately for 

education. 

~ One of our biggest problems to day is the dan ger of 

a decline in the feeli ng of community responsibili ty of 

the individual citizen. Each citizen finds himself · 
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confronted with bigger and more canplex problems, 

with organized groups, with less time to understand. 

There can be no real responsibility without knowledge 

and understanding, and the basis of demooracy on the 

local level, the naticnal level, and in terms of our 

international responsibilities, will surely be undermined 

if we do not provide for the education of our youth. 

~--------------------------------------------------------------· 

One of the really far-sighted organizations working 

./ 

to advance the aims and the methods of educati on in the 

Ameri can Federation of Teachers. I am proud to be a 

member of that organi zation, and I have been proud 

to speak with you today. 

/ 



INSURE YOURSELF IN 

:J~e 0/ficiaf _A-merican :JeJeraf ion 

o/ :Jeac~er:J 

GROUP INSURANCE PLAN 
MINNESOTA ADMINISTRATION 

OFFICIALLY SPONSORED AND ENDORSED 

Especially designed jo1· yott and by yo11 to create tbe lowest 

premium and finest income protection in America . 

• 
Administered by 

GEORGE ZAIKANER, General Manager 

Arlan Agencies, Inc. 

521-33 Metropolitan Bldg: 

Minneapolis, Minn . 

• 
Underwritten by 

eonlinenlal ea:Juaft'f .!Jn&urance eo. 

America's No. 1 Accident and Sickness Insurance Co. 

·~· 
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minnedola :1-ederalion 

o/ :leac~erd 
GJucalionaf Con/erence 

OCTOBER 21, 22, 1954 

~ 

GENERAL SESSIONS 

., ., 

HOTEL NICOLLET BALLROOM 
MINNEAPOLIS 

~ 

GENERAL LUNCHEON 

CALHOUN BEACH HOTEL BALLROOM 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 

I C 

" 
Friday Morning General Session - - - - Hotel Nicollet Ballroom 

October 22, 9:30 o'clock 

Presiding: Miss Selma Larson, President, Minneapolis Women's Teachers, 
Local 59 

Speaker: Senator HUBERT HUMPHREY, a former teacher at .Macalester 
College and member of the AFT, recently elected Vi~e President 
of the American Political Science Association. The topic of 
his speech: "Let's Enter the 20th Century" 

Panel Discussion: 

General Subject: "Teachers Have Rights Too!" 
Co-ordinator: Charles Boyer, 'Minneapolis 

Members: 

Mary McGough-"The Right to Belong to Profesoional Organizations 
of One's Own Choice" 

Ann Isacson-"The Right .to Security, with Dismissal Only· After a !'air 
Hearing" 

Carl Grittner-"Legislation for Education" 
Margaret Bateman-"The Right to Participate in the Political Life of the 

Community" 

Carl J. Megel-"The .Right of Collective Bargaining" 

Friday N oon Luncheon Calhoun Beach Hotel Ballroom 

2925 Dean Bh•d., Minneapolis 

P1·e!iding: Lavinia Gilson, Treasurer MFT 

Invocation: Rev. Paul Neale, Columbia Heights Community Methodist Church 

Musical Selections: Soloist, Kenneth Burns, President Local 710, Columbia 
Heights 

"My Friend"-Malatte 

"The Lord's Prayer"-Malatte 

Accompanist : Ralph Strom, Columbia Heights 

Address: Miss Roma Gans, "Today's Pupils, Tomorrows Citizens." Professor, 
Teachers College, Columbia University 



"They must upward still and omvard" 

Who would keep abreast tbe trutb" 
-Lowell 

Thursday Morning General Session Nicollet Hotel Ballroom 

October 21, 9:30 o'clock 

Presiding: Mr. Ben Lundquist, Chairman of Conference Committee 

l!tvoc<ltion: Father Thomas Meagher, Head of Catholic Charities 

Greetings: The Honorable Eric Hoyer, Mayor of Minneapolis 
Mr. Walter Cramond, Chairman of C.L.U., Minneapolis 
Doctor Rufus Putnam, Superintendent of Schools, Minneapolis 

Mr. George Beacom, Vice President of the A. F. of T. 
Mr. Carl J. Megel, President of A. F. ofT. 
Mr. Henry Winkels, Executive Secretary, M. F. ofT. 
Mr. Harvey Otterson, President, M. F. of T. 

Main Speaker: 

Doctor EDITH SAMPSON, "The United Nations, a Record of 
of Performance." Dr. Sampson is Alternate Delegate of the 
United States to the United Nations' sixth and eighth general 
assemblies, and a member of "The World Town Hall of 
the Air" 

Tbursday Noon Luncheons -

Social Studies Section, Hennepin Room 

Presiding: Miss Leona Winners 

Hotel Nicollet 

Speaker: Doctor Edith Sampson, who will informally discuss the problem 
of human relations here within the United States 

English Section, Room ]-K (French Room) 

Presiding: Dorothy Halver, Instructor of English, Columbia Heights 

Speaker: Doctor James ]. Colwell, Ph.D. University of Edinburgh, Scot­
land. Staff Member of the Hill Foundation, presently 
teaching World Literature at St. Thomas College. He will 
will discuss "The English Teacher and the Educational 
Crisis" 

The Minnesota Federation of Teachers Executive Board, Parlor E 

Thursday Afternoon General Session Hotel Nicollet Ballroom 

October 21, 2:00 o'clock 

Presiding: Harry Brown, Vice President, Duluth Area 

Musical Interlude: South High Quartet 

Clayton Hutchins, Almon Hoye, Ralph Casperson, Bob Rainey 

Speakers: 

Miss Lillian Herstein, "The Role of Organized Labor in Education." She 

is a former teacher, and now President of the Women's Trade Union 

League of Chicago 

Mr. Nelson H. Cruikshank, "The Teacher and Social Security." Director 

of Social Insurance Activities, AFL, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Geor.ge Zaikaner, Administrator of the Official Federation Insurance 

Plan 

ARRANGED IN THE MEZZANINE 

No Admission Charge to General Sessions 

. ' 

Friday Morning General Session Hotel Nicollet Ballroom 

October 22, 9:30 o'clock 

Presidiug: Miss Selma Larson, President, Minneapolis W omen's Teachers, 
Local 59 

Speaker: Senator HUBERT HUMPHREY, a former teacher at Macalester 

College and member of the AFT, recently elected Vice President 

of the American Political Science Association. The topic of 
his speech: "Let's Enter the 20th Century" 

Panel Discussion: 

General Subject: "Teachers Have Rights Too!" 
Co-ordinator: Charles Boyer, Minneapolis 

Members: 

Mary McGough-"The Right to Belong to Professional Otganizations 
of One's Own Choice" 

Ann Isacson-"The Right to Security, with Dismissal Only· After a Fair 
Hearing" 

Carl Grittner-"Legislation for Education" 

Margaret Bateman-"The Right to Participate in the Political Life of the 
Community" 

Carl ]. Megel-"The Right of Collective Bargaining" 

F1•iday N oon Ltmcbeon Calhoun Beach Hotel BalLroom 

2925 Dean Blvd., Minneapolis 

Presiding: Lavinia Gilson, Treasurer MFT 

Invocatiou: Rev. Paul Neale, Columbia Heights Community Methodist Church 

ll1usic<ll Selectiom: Soloist, Kenneth Burns, President Local 710, Columbia 
Heights 

"My Friend"-Malatte 

"The Lord's Prayer"-Malatte 

Accompanist: Ralph Strom, Columbia Hei.ghts 

Address: Miss Roma Gans, "Today's Pupils, Tomorrows Citizens." Pwfessor, 

Teachers College, Columbia University 



EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Preside11t: Harvey Otterson, local 710, 2723 Ulysses St. N. E., Minneapolis, 

Sterling 1-9018 
Secretary: Ann Isacson, local 845, 1520 Harmon, Minneapolis, Walnut 3146 
Treasure,·: lavinia Gilson, local 28, 401 S. Warwick St., St. Paul, Emerson 5530 

Vice-Presidents 
Mrs. Margaret Bateman, local 861, 124 8th Ave., So. St. Paul, La Salle 4155 
Harry Brown, local 692, 4519 W. 7th St., Duluth, Tel.: 40769 
Russell Johnson, local 331, 815 8th St., International Falls, Tel.: 872-J 
Charles Lobdell , local 238, 5229 Portland Ave., Minneapolis, Regent 0056 
Michael J. McDonough, local 43, 1991 Milwaukee Ave., St. Paul, Midway 3339 
Mi$s May Seavey, local 59, 3435 Blaisdell Ave., Minneapolis, Colfax 7519 
A. leslie Smith, local 69}, 320 N . 4th St., Brainerd, Tel.: 9764 
Harland H. Wh~ l_ocal 669, 1402 16th Ave. ~Bibbin · 4363 

=- ----- Executive Secretary 
: '-.Henry B. Winkels, local 1125, 635 7th Ave., Newport, La Salle 9924 (St. Paul) 

Area Vice-President of AFT 
George Beacom, local 238, 2284 Highland Blvd., St. Paul, DeSoto 2882 

AFFILIATED LOCALS OF MINNESOTA FEDERATION OF TEACHERS 
Presidents 

28 St. Paul Women, Mrs. Manilla Topdahl, 1299 Grand Ave., St. Paul 
43 St. Paul Men, Mr. lyle Farmer, 1484 Payne Ave., St. Paul 
59 Minneapolis Women, Miss Selma larson, c/ o Nokomis Junior High School, 

Minneapolis 
238 Minneapolis Men, Mr. Charles Lobdell, 5229 Por.tland Ave., Minneapolis 
331 International Falls, Mr. Fred Williams, 1120 11th St., International Falls 
561 St. Cloud Teachers, Mr. E. M. Colletti, 1215 So. 9th Ave. , St. Cloud 
669 Hibbing, Mr. C. H. Reeve, 1835 East 8th Ave., Hibbing 
692 Duluth, Mr. Eugene A. Berg, 1850 Springvale Road, Duluth 
697 Brainerd, Mr. Neil Vivian, Brainerd 
710 Columbia Heights, Mr. Kenneth Burns, 6455 Oakland Ave. So., Minneapolis 
7 3 7 lake 'County, ·Mr. leonard Hall, Two Harbors 
845 St. louis Park, Mr. Roger DeClercq, 6606 W . 16th St., St. louis Park 
861 So . St. Paul, Mr. F. W. Grant, 340 12th Ave. No., South St. Paul 
878 Robbinsdale, Mr. Kenneth Hall, Robbinsdale High School, Robbinsdale 
926 .Mound, .Mr. Norman W elch, Mound High School, Mound 
975 Proctor, Mr. George Molstad, Proctor 

1084 W . St. Paul, Mr. Duane Naddy, 9037 James Ave. So., Minneapolis 20 
1096 Hermantown, Mr. Sig Erickson, Gilbert St., Duluth 
1125 St. Paul Park, .Miss Helen Stub, 1225 St. Clair,'St. Paul 
1172 Edina-Morningside, Mr. John l. Belk, 4820 Valley Road, Minneapolis 10 
1191 Wayzata, Mr. Duane Bittle, 1512 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis 
1204 Richfield, Mr. William Thompson, 1708 Third Ave. So., Richfield 
1209 Willmar, Mr. Rueben lundquist, Willmar 
1212 Osseo, Mr. leander Gresser, Osseo 

INSURE YOURSELF IN 

:J~e Official American :JeJeraf ion 

o/ :Jeac~er:j 

GROUP INSURANCE PLAN 
MINNESOTA ADMINISTRATION 

OFFICIALLY SPONSORED AND ENDORSED 

Especially designed fo1' yott and by yott to create tbe .lowest 

premium and finest income protection in America. 

• 
Administered by 

GEORGE ZAIKANER, General Manager 

Arlan Agencies, Inc. 

521-33 Metropolitan Bldg: 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

• 
Underwritten by 

Conlinenfal Ca:juaft';! !Jn!Jurance Co. 

America's No. 1 Accident and Sickness Insurance Co. 
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