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For Immediate Release 
June 30, 1955 

U.S.NAVY OILER TO CARRY NAME OF NORTHEASTERN MINNESOTA RIVER 

Minnesota's Kawishiwi River flowing through Superior National Forest 

has been "recruited" by the U.S .Navy -- and its name will henceforth be part of 

the Pacific fleet. 

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D.,Minn.) will speak at the Naval Shipyard 

at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, July 6 for commissioning of the U.S.S.Kawishiw1, 

a fleet oiler. 

The "Kawishiwi" is one of the six ships of a new class, all exactly 

alike, to serve as fleet auxiliary vessels to provide the combatant fleet with 

~el oil, diesel oil, and aviation gasolene. 

According to the Navy, the new-type oiler is fast, in comparison with 

previous ships of this type, and well armed. The vessel has a much larger liquid 

cargo capacity than previous oilers. 

In inviting Senator Humphrey to participate in the ceremonies com-

missiooing the new naval vessel, Captain J.B.Swain, who will be her commanding 

officer, ·said: 

"Without the services of such auxiliary ships, the range, power, and 

international prestige of the U.S.Navy would be greatly reduced." 

All oilers of the U.S.Navy are named after rivers. The Kawishiwi is 

named after the river rising in a cluster of lakes in lake County and flowing 

west through several small lakes, and then forms two branches w~ich join near 

White Iron Lake and flows north through Fall Lake to a chain of lakes on the 

Ontario Line. The name Kawishiwi was given the river by the Ojibway Indians, 

and means "River Full of Beavers' Houses". The territory the river traverses i 

part of the Superior National Forest and mostly roadless. 

After commi~sioning the vessel will proceed to the Fac1fic and join the 

fleet in the Far Es.st. 
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