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HUMAN DIGNITY KEY TO PEACEFUL WORLD, SENATOR HUMPHREY SAYS 

The Demand for human dignity, like that for peace, will not be suppressed 

and both must find a new place in the formulation and conduct cf world policy, 

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D.,Minn.) declared yesterday in an address before the 

17th Annual Interfaith Day Ceremonies in New York's Grand Central Bark Mall marking 

the opening of United Nations Week. 

Excerpts from Senator Humphrey's address follow: 

"Tidal forces hav.e been released all over the world today, which can be summed 
up in a demand for increased human dignity. 

"No sooner do we begin to be preoccupied with a general system to prevent ato­
mic war than we begin to realize that security itself has meaning chiefly for those 
who have something to preserve. Two-thirds of the world today remains ill-clad, 
ill-housed, ill-fed. Too often these factors occur in the context of existing or 
recent colonial rule and racial discrimination, and together they produce an ex­
plosive situation. 

"Recent events in Indochina, Indonesia, Goa, Cyprus, and North and South Africa 
have raised certain aspects of this issue into the forefront of public debate ••••• 

"Basically 1 our long-range choice as Americans is whether we 
shall unconsciously hinder the still non-Communist people 
of these continents in the achievement of their aims;, per­
haps finally turning them into the hands of totalitarian 
enemies, or whether we shall find a way to Join with them 
in democratic development." 

* * * * 
"We must meaningfully reaffirm the traditional American position, born of the 

period of our fight for freedom, that we recognize the support the principles of 
self-determination of nations. We must come to realize that it is in the best in­
terest of the United States not to have satellites, but to have healthy, viable, 
stable friends in the world -- government with roots among their people, sound 
economies at work erasing the dreadful heritage of poverty which many of these 
governments have inherited from colonial days. We must do more than we have done 
yet to recognize snd applaud the work of these newly free nations in support of the 
principle of responsible self-government throughout the world." 

* * * * 
"It will not be enough -- it no longer.is enough -- for us to repeat our own 

democratic ideals to show that they are consistent with the long-run aspirations 
of these awakening peoples. The world is watching to see whether our great ideals 
are still relevant to our behaviour. When we say we believe in democracy, free­
dom, equality, do we realize what we are saying and mean it? Are we willing to 
push the application of these principles to situations where we see no immediate 
advantage to ourselves? Are we aware that great ideas, like all living tl1ings, can 
wilt from lack of nourishment and attention? Are our professed belief's reflected 
in the dip~omatic positions we take on colonial questions? Are our slogans con­
sistent with our practice on racial issues here at home -- practices which are being 
increasingly scrutinized abroad? 

"Great ideas g11ounded in our own commitment to human dignity are sweeping new 
areas of the world today1 acd they simply cannot be stifled, hampered1 or ignored. 
we neeu affirmative policies, and the time has come when we must have them. 

* * * * 
(M 0 R E ) 
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"We must never forget that the image we as a nation cast abroad is mightily 
affected by what we do at home. One of the best criteria for predicting how a 
nation will behave in its international rela.tio:lS 1s its record of achievement 
among its own people. We Judge the Soviets in this IDC'.nner, and part of our skep­
ticism about their sincerity on world issues is grounded in our awareness of how 
brutally the Kremlin bas conducted its domestic policies. 

" \~e should consider our own behavior from the 88Dle perspective. At times we 
have forgotten thatwe shall not enhance ~reedom by aping the enemies of freedom. 
Democratic institutions are not safeguarded by totalitarian te~hniques. To be 
st~ we must be true to ourselves. 

'~ith our rigid refusal to liberalize our discriminatory Immigratio~ and Re­
fugee Acts, we make a mockery of our basic principles. 

"Ill-conceived and discriminatory immigration legisl.at1on has been a blemish on 
our democratic record. It is absolutely essential that so tundemental and signi­
ficant an area of American life and law as immigration be revised so that prejudice 
~y give way to understanding and expediency to justice. 

"Our so-called "domestic" record on civil rights has also assumed worldwide 
importance today. The behavior of a white jury in Sumner, Mississippi, three weeks 
ago, crowded out all other news stories on the front pages of papers in Asia, Africa, 
and Even in Europe. The central principles on which America was founded are now 
being considered by others in their evaluation of us •••• our responsibilities and the 
requirements of our national security no longer permit us the luxury of temporizing 
and evasion on civil rights here in the United States. Communist prop.ganda has 
recognized. that issue clearly, and has effectively gone to work. Our proper res­
ponse both to it and the threat of the new bomb is to do what we should have done 
anyway without them. Communis~ and the atom have only heightened our age-old dil­
emma of good and evil, and raised the stakes of moral choice. 

**** 
"Most of us have been preoccupied with Communism these past few years. Most of 

us think that its menace will be with us for a long time to come. 

"The Communist threat demands firm and constant v'~1lance. But it is equally 
essential that we peer behind and beyond that threat long enough and deliberately 
enough to look steadily at basic problems that we would have to face even if there 
were not a Communist agent anywhere, even if Karl Marx had never lived. 

"Most of these issues are problems of revolt against the status quo in the in­
~erests of a wider achievement of human dignity. This revolt takes many forms: 
nationalism and anti-colonialism in Asia and Africa; the struggle of the Negro ' · 
against second-class citizenship in the United Statesl the fight for agrarian re­
form and industrialization in all underdeveloped areas. The Communists do not need 
to create these popular issues; they need only to exploit them. 

"The important thing is the coinciding of these two major issues of peace and 
human dignity. The H-Bomb has heightened our military insecurity in the context 
or a world-wide revolt, and the interrelationship cf the two problems cannot be 
forgotten. Peace and human dignity are both fraught with such explosive impli­
ations now that no one can dismiss either of them as pleasant abstractions. We 
cannot hope to meet either without meeting both. Nor can we allow our concern with 
immediate crises to blind us to these larger com);:rehensive problems." 
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