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S ELIZABETH---S aking before the Democra tic Rally h eld at 

e ~lizabeth El Club, Senator Hubert Humphrey (D-Minn) last 
R ig~t (Oct ~ 19 pointed out that the Democratic Party through-
E t the Uni States - in a ll l e vels of government - is captur-
L the ust of the people b6cause the Democra tic Party has a 
E am proViding honest, effectiv e and r e sponsi bie government, 
A and becaus e the Democratic Party chos es candidat e s who are for-
S ward looking and hard-working people , dedicated t o work in the 
E public int e r es t . 

Humphrey stated: 

"The r e is no be tt er exampl e of t ne s e two facts of Domocra• 
tic Party life toda y than in tho State of New Jerse y. .As a mat­

. t er of f a ct, the Democ ratic trend which is gaining momentum, be ­
gan right h er e in the Sixth District of New J ers e y. 

"The spe ctacula r victori e s of Governor Meyner and Congre s s ­
man 'Pete•· Williams in 1953 marked the turning point . Sinc e then, 
the Party has gone on to capture s even governor chairs from the 
Republican Party . La st year we captured the Senate and the House 
of Repre s entative s~ But, what is more important from the point of 
view of the Party, is that last year we captured over 500 state 
and local offices throughout the United Stat es. 

"It is ea sy to s ee he r e in New J ers ey and Union County, why 
the people of this country ar e, in increasing numbers, placing 
the ir f a ith in our Party o •1Je in Minnesota know the kind of govern­
ment Bob Me yner is g iving the Stat e of New J e rse y becaus e we have 
s een on the front page of our newspap ers the valiant an d success­
ful fight he made against corruption in this State . 

".rlnd, l et me t e ll you from first-hand knowl edge , in vvashing­
ton I-know the kind of a job Pe t e \t!Ji lli am.s is doing for you there . 
He is, in my opini on, one of the fine st men to como to the Con­
gress in my en tire t er m of office . I have had the opportunity to 
work with. him on several pi Gces of l egislation, and I have always 
found him to have the inter e st of the peopl e uppermost in mind 
and have fo und him to be a top-notch l egisl ator. 

HI don't know Mayor Shel don a nd the other candidate s for of­
fic e in Union County this f all as well as I know 'Pet e ' l! iilliams., 
but from my limited a cqua intance with them, I ca n s ee that they 
a r e th e kind of p eople the Democratic Party is winning with 
throughout the country. They are cl ean cut, they a r c int ellige nt, 
and from all th e evidence of this campaign her e tod ay, they are 
hardworking . I am confident they will give you the kind of good 
government and effe ctive , r esponsible l e adership that Governor 
Meynor ha s been g iving you in Tre nton, and tha t ' Pet e ' Williams 
ha s been giving you in ~ ashington . 11 

Turning to the national 1 vel, Humphrey continue d : 

"The growing strength of the Democratic Pa rty tha t is r esult­
ing from the victori e s at t h0 county and sta t e l e vel, wil~, I am 
sure , carry over to the national sc ene next year. The Democratic 
Party in Washington today is unite d in a fashion t ha t ha sn't 
marked either political party in tho country sinc e the ea rly 1930's. 
More important , we ar e united be hind a program for the peop l e . 

"On for eign policy, we h£. vc not engaged in petty party bick­
ering because we know that we must hav e a for eign policy based on 
strength and firmness of purpose.. Whenever the pr e s ent adminis­
tra tion has acted in accord with th e se two principle s, we have 
supported th em 

"On th e dome stic front, l ost year tho Democratic majority in 
the House of Rep1 e s ent a tives pass ed n eeded improv ements in the 
Social Se curity program . I am confide nt we· will enact thes e 
measures in the Sonata a t th e next session. 
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"We passed £1 much no edod housing bill . 1'/o pro vi dod 
needed pay raise s for posta l and gov ernment employees in 
the face of administra tion efforts to whittl e -down thes e 
long overdue poy raises to tho barest minimum. We passed 
a much needed increase of the minimum wage to 1 . 00 per 
hour . He worked quietly - - I think very efficiently, and 
did not impos e on the people of this country TVcd- committcc 
side shows . 

11 Contrast this r e cord of unit ed r e sponsible accomplish ­
ment to tho bicke ring th at constantly ma rks tho behavior of 
tho Republicans . This bickering not only is true on dames­
tic issue s , but it carrie s ov e r into for eign policy . 

~~n th o last campaign, Adlai St evenson r e f erred to tho 
Republic£1n Party as a 'two- headed b east pulling in opposit e 
dire ctions' . Tod ay , a more apt de scrip tion would be thot 
thoro are as many wings in tho Rep ublican Party as thoro 
arc wings on a boa rding-hous e chicke n . I know that the re 
oro almost th a t ronny in tho Sta t e of California alone . 

"Tho simple fact of politica l lifo is that you cannot 
enact a program unless £1 Party is unit e d behind it, and in 
the Democratic Party the evidence is cle ar that we are unit ed 
behind a program ond have been eff ective in putting it 
across ." 

In conclusion, Humphrey said : 

"The e vidence s eems to me to be cle ar . Tho Democratic 
Party - is gaining strcqsth in cw J ers ey and throughout the 
country b oc Clus c: it has put forward mw like Lrov rnor M yne r , 
' Pe te ' ~illioms , Bob Sheldon and the othe r candidate s who 
arc hero tonight , and, because we ore providing th e p eople 
with a program tha t mGcts th eir nee ds . 

"I om confident tha t you he ro in Union County and Now 
J ersey will odd to tho cv r-growing numb er of Democratic 
county and state offic e- holders . 

"I wish tho candid a t os and a ll of you , tho very best of 
luck on Novemb er 8th . " 

# # # 



' . 
! • . 

. . 
' 

. 1 

. ! . . .. 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


