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NAKE SURE U9 S. PORK··BUYING...],ENSFITS GO TO PRODUCERS, 
SENATOR ffi!}4PH.Ri!:Y SAYS 

Any emergency government pork-·buying program 1 must be aimed 

at lifting prices to producers, end not be just a bonan~e to 

processors", Senator Hubert H" Humphrey (D~ 1 !Unn.) warned ~oda.y 

at opening ses s ions of the annual Midwest Democratic Farm Conference 

in Des Mvines .. 

~~fuile calling for 1mmec.1iate gov~rnment action to halt 

collapsing hog prices, Sene.tor Hum·.1hrey saia,liue '·.rant a better 

and more realistic program than the one Secret~ry of Agriculture 

Benson so timidly usec1 for temporary purcha.ses of beef o 
11 

"Beef was purchaned on com)etitive bids fl"om ;:>rocessors," 

Senator Humnhrey saic1 1 n,,ri th no requirement that the proce esors pay 

any fixed level of 9rices to uroducers for the beef they sold the 

government ." 

"As a result ,n Senator Hur;r,.,hrey e.d,~ . ed, 11 proce ssors found a e:; oor 
market ~<Jith the government for beef they ·urchaoed at distressed lev-d'J 
fuile proc1ucers benefitted indirectly to the extent tha.t some beef 
\>rae taken out of normal mar.keting channels, the biggest profit bonan3"'­
rent to the processors, and :9r1ces to consumers 1.<rere forcec1 up ri th~ 

comuarable increases in returns to 9roducers~ 

11 There 1 s nothin; to stop Secretary Benson from requiring proce~~ 
submitting offers to the government to certify that th~y paid a fix~~ 
fe.ir price lev·el to ~:>reducers for the pork they '\•ranted to sell o 

Personally, I feel that level should assure 90% of ~;arity to our port: 
proc1ucers -- but knot,ring Secretary Benson as I do 1 I im doubtful we c:.t4\... 

achieve that level for su~TtjO:rting hogs wl thout ne~r legi elation.. How­
ever, 't•rhatever level Secretery Benson est.: blishee would be 'better 
than nothing towarcl seeing the. 'c the benefits of a.ny hog 1?tti' chase 
pro ~ram are 9assed along to producers '·'here heli) is n9eded~ instead 
of stopl)ing '!rrith processors vrho are alreacly making recorc1 prcfltsoi! 

Senator Humphrey said Secretary Benson 11 he.s all the e.uthor i ty l..,Jl.. 
neecle 11 for such emergency purche ses now, c. nd can use his a.dmlni stz·a.t:liiU. 
authority to make sure the ~enefit goes to the nroc1ucere ~if he is 
Wi'll·i-ng to c10 SOo !! 

Ample outlet£ exist for such ter.lPcrary ··:>urche.s9s of l:>ork throu.~ 
the school lunch ~Jrc~r[' m a.nc1 f :)r~~gn aid l)rogra.ms, Senate!' Humphrey 
added, 

"InstePd of shi.p ·-, :_~.r. g feer::l. gr..c ~ns ...:.:1c.ler our fo:reign aic1 programs 
1 t! s t~me \Ire sh:Lfts6. t e1 finiuh~d. !: ?."oduc";:. c; lilr.e mee.: so 1rre -:an consuyY\.{2. 
more o~ our fe o1 at h0~a an& sa7e- on shiry )ing coste by moving food 
in more concentrated f0rm~ il · -

Senator Humnhrey saic1. such eme:;:genoy a. ctlon "was needed right 

n01'.•7: \'rithout a day 1 s c1ela.y ·1 ; b,~ - ·~ t. ~1a ·0 C:ongr9ee must broaden the farr..-

program to me.ke such sl•.p·;ort mc.· l.<,_a to.:7 frY.' perishables suoh as hogs 

beef 1 e.nc1 eggss r a ther tha.n 11 13 ~-Ying pror:lucers to the discretionary 

mercy -- or l a ck of mercy -- of c~ r:.y one r.1a .:. ii. 

He said he woul1 outl~r.e in more detail la~er in the conference 
his m\Tn recommencle.tions fo:c :l.mprovements ... n the entire farm progra.;r . 
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SE ATOR HU' IPHR:::Y SAYS 

America's rural economy "shouldn ' t be expected t o absorb alone the 

hardship and loss of any production adjustments required for the good of the 

entire nation's econo~r", Senator Hu.bert f . Humphrey (D., 1 inn . ) declared today 

in a luncr.8o~ address at the annual 'ldwest Democratic Farm Conference at Des 

1oines 

"Just as the entire nation shared in the financial burden of con­
verting industry from ~ Rr" time to peacetime production, the entire nation has a 
moral obligation to aid agriculture achieve adjustments from excessive production 
resulting from the nation ' s wartime demands , " he declared . 

'"'!e didn Jt penalize munitions manufacturers for the production of 
shells wedidntt have to fire . Neither should we penalize farmers for production 
of food the ~orld might have urgently needed if Kor ea had broadened into the 
threatened war ldwide war a 11 

Full reliance upon lower farm price to achieve such adjustments is 

"both unfair to farmers, and unworkable" , Senator Humphrey added. 

"Increasing rather than decreasing production as farm income con­
tinues downward has proven the fallacy of depending upon lower prices to avert 
surpluses and ring production into line ith demand. It is becoming increas­
ingly obvious that the sliding scale theory is failing to solve the problem it 
was claimed it would solve , and only creating worse problems of financial hard­
ship insteado 11 

Senator Humphrey said that farm prices must fall in the neighborhood 

of 20 percent to move into consumption a 3 percent increase in output, ~hile a 

cut of 3 per cent in total food supplies means that farm prices will rise in the 

neighbor~ood of 20 per cent . 

"Instead of trying to achieve production balance by deli erately putting 
a price and income squeeze on farmers, it ' s time we gave more thought to achieving 
a ~etter rroduction balance by making it possible for farmers to make a decent 
living out of less acres and less production. 

"Let us start giving more thought to a practioal"W?-Y of taking some of 
our land out of production and diverting it to soil-building conservation practices 
instead of temporarily unneeded·food and fiber . Let us think about storing future 
productivity in the soil itself 1 instead of just storing excess food beyond normal 
safety r:l~erves in bins and warehouses . " 

HHH :m 
oeiu: 12 
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"But to r:".ke ouch ~- ohift, ·He r.re going to need n 
QOre reQliotic price cun·1ort ~rogr2m giving th~ fn~ner ~ decent 
ch~". nce to G'"'lte :' 1':-1..i:r living cut of hio lir~ itec1 pro,.l.t.:ct5.on, and 
nrovide hi~ \ Ji~h conpervntion incent1ves enabling hin to keep pnr 
of hie l~.nc1 in j"'ese .i. ... Ye ~Ji"lhout c:ll.l"Js"to. nti'"ll lo os in income, l! 

Seno.tor RuDY">hl ... e. i s 2u 1~ho:-' cf b .y(~ Con8erva tion Acreage 

Reserve ~nd F~~-ily rarner Price Supryort bills in the Sen~ te, ~nd 

exPlaine c1 he reg" :cde . t h er:1 O. EJ l1i o11ort."nt RU'I"Jlecents to e ch 

other, not in Qnr oence substit~te s for e '"'ch other". 

As su::;:ge s tions fer. 11 ~.n :~.fi1~)roYe e f8.rTi1 11rogr n.r.1 ge ~ rec1 closer 

to t he needs of the Hic1v-re s t 11 , Sen'l tor Hu rn:ohrey sa id his F~.rJily F 

Price Sup·)ort bill ~ATould ry:rovicte for: 

1. Restoring Drice su~port~ to 90% of narity, but limiting 
eli gib Lli ty for such SU1)"10rt to basic fa r..ily farm 
"Jroc1uct1on under a neu domeGtic «t~o-~ricea concept. 

2. ~xten·""!. i n s ~;u··nort to cover Guch ") erishables as hogs, 
e 5gs, fcrm chickens, b~oilers, turkeys, beef cattle, 
whole n ilk an~ butterfst at the sa ~e l evels as ba sic 
cornco~itles , but authorizing use of pr oductio~ ~ayments 
as an alternat ive oeans of sunr;ort for such commodities 
to avcid exces nive ~urcha se and storBge. 

3. Supnorting soybeans , cottonseed , flaxseed, dry edible 
baans anft rye at the same levels as the basic co~moditif 
11 as promised by General Eisenho1.ver at Kao s on 11 , and fixir 
t l1. e su:.:nor-t level for '5ra.1n oorght:..ms, ba:':'ley nncl. oats 
Oi1 tbe baC!is of their compa.ra ti V'd fee r1ing value to corr 

"I believe oy ~rice suu~ort bill woul ~ achieve a better 
balance bet ~ a en economic anft social objectives of farm 
lec islatiun by offerin3 r ome semblance of 9rote ction towa rd fair 
n:r~'Jes -::ol. ... the "'.Jnsi c ·orodu.ction requir ed to nee t living expenses 
of a fa:nil~ farmer~ yet removin::; au~o ·)or t i nce11t i ve s for the bie5 
f a rm o·oe1 ... .s.t0:r' to incr , ase his maso uroc1uction be -r ond the uoint 
fo:r. ~rh.ic.h "'cbere i•' effec t ive demand . in the open ;~arket, 1 ~ · 

Senator Hurrr.)hrey sai':1 . 

Unc!.er t erms of Senat or Hum--Jhrey 1 s bill, f a rmers 1-muld be 

p;ra.nted not l es s t han 90% of parity ~')l ... ice su:~r-orts on pro.:1ucte 

from any one farm UD to a gross value of 1~5 1 000. For additiona: 

farm ,:>rocl.uction 1.'1:i.ti1. a gross yalue up to :"50,000, farmers 1.-JOuld , 

eligible for ~rice sup orts of not le ss than 75%e For productioJ 

above the ~50s000 gross value limi t a tion, no su~·ort would be 

providec:t at all . 

Em-o:Jhasizing the neeo. for a. 11 more com)leto am1 com·orehensive 
f a::'m 1:>"ro ~:ran that dces.1 1 'c put all our egt;.s :tn one be.s~{e't ~ , Ser.at . 
B::J.!.'o~:,~\3~,. · ea i c1 t:~..i ·~ lr. a rldftion to his Conservation Acreage Reser· 
ancl- F:;..u1:·.::. :.r .ti' !3.?.':rl~r ?ri ·~ e 2~..~:r: ·) or ·~ b:i..2.ls he has intl ... oducec1 ;r.easure s 
fo~ J.. :U:~:. ... a.li z:ing fa:· rr. 'J r~CL:L ~;:- e ;..--:) c r.c!J.ng; the specie,l slw.ool lunct.t 
oi:!.k y"':'.)§; :':'an ·,·, ( l i r: r l udt;; r1.j l.k d :, ~;r~ .. ti'...l. ~i on L1 non- prof).'; N ei ~hhu:." 
UO"<' e'-' "'n •l Ch·" "o r'l""'t-'"1i C., ·'"' -~r. · ·, ;· •. cr~: '· ... O'l~G- l' nga 11 f'ooc1 s ·'· !"lm·· ;I ; ,l·~n ."""1 .;.L.; o o. . ...... . ... \. " . ..J• • • .• 1. _ , . . _ !J . . ' ..1. l .a. .. . v c:; .. 1 J "-' c . .. _ 

:lol' inc:tE:;Y.sillg co .~!,J L.'.::_J ~:;.o •. of.' r:...::/.u c. cor • .moc11 ti e s amc!'lg. lcw::..:'.nco 
f amilies .. 
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