WARD JR
mroc

CBS NEWS & PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Broadcast Hbgse

Washington 16, D. C.

EM 2-9300 gD NOV 141958

AUTOMATIC RELEASE, 4:00 PM, EST
Sunday, November 13, 1955
"FACE THE NATION"
as broadeast over the

CBS Televlision Network

November 13, 1955 - 4:00 to 4:30 PM

CBS Radio Network

November 13, 1955 - 10:05 to 10:30 PM

GUEST: THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
United States Senate
(Democrat of Minnesota)

MODERATOR: Stuart Novins

PANEL: John Madigan
Newsweek

Robert E. Lee
St. Paul Ploneer Press & Dispatch

Charles Cleveleand
Chicago Daily News

PRODUCER: Ted Ayers



2

MR. NOVINS: Today, Face The Nation comes to you from
Chicago, on the eve of the Democratic rally at which Adlai
Stevenson is expected to announce his active candidacy for
his party's nomination.,

Already prominent Democratic leaders from all over the
country have gathered here, and our guest today is one of them,
Senator Hubert Humphrey, Democrat of Minnesota.

Senator Humphrey, 1it's not only because you are a strong
supporter of Mr, Stevenson, but more particularly because of
your own activities, that our panel of newsmen i1s anxious to
talk with you, s¢ let me introduce the panel, if I may:

Mr, John Madigan, Washington Correspondent for Newsweek;

Charles Cleveland, political editor for the Chicago
Daily News; and

Robert E. Lee, Washington Correspondent for the St. Paul
Pioneer Press & Dispatch.

Now, with the first dquestion, here is Mr. Madigen.

MR. MADIGAN: Senator, you and Governor Stevenson sat in
the back seat of a Cadillac on Madison Street last night, after
& blg banquet here, which a lot of party dignitaries attended,
and talked for about a half an hour.

Do you know what he is going to say on Tuesday, when he
makes his announcement to the Natlon?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, Mr, Madigan, may I say that your

counter-intelligence service 18 very good. As I recall, I



pelieve I met you right after I got out of the car.

I had a very friendly and social visit with Governor
Stevenson, following the dinner at the Morrison Hotel. We did
discuss aomé of the issues that would be undoubtedly coming up
in the next few months; some of the work of Congress. We also
discussed the possibility that Mr. Stevenson might make himself
available as a candidate on the Democratic ticket.

MR. CLEVELAND: Senator, your State of Minnesota has one
of the earliest of the primaries. Do you anticipate that
Governor Stevenson will enter that primary?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I hope he shall. We have extended him
a very cordial invitation, Mr. Cleveland. Our State Central
Committee, which is very representative of tThe political
organization in Minnesota, unanimously asked Governor Stevenson
to file in the Minnesota primary.

It would be my opinion that he will accept that invitation,
and if he accepts, I am quite confident that he will be over-
whelmingly victorious.

MR, LEE: Senator, do you think he wlll also accept the
invitation of the Californians to enter the primary there?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I don't know. I hope so. I happen
to believe that the California primary is of very great
importance, Mr. Lee, and I do belleve that Governor Stevenson
should enter that particular primary.

I have said this to him personally. I have encouraged him,



as T am sure others have, and I kind of think he may.

MR, MADIGAN: Do you believe, Senator, that he should
avoid going into preferential primsries in which Senator
Kefauver might enter?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, that's a question for Senator
Kefauver and Governor Stevenson to declde amongst themselves.
I do feel, however, that any candidate for President on eilther
ticket should take advantage of at least some of the primaries,
It becomes a very exhausting task to go into all of them, but I
think there should be at least a good cross-section of the
primaries that are covered by the respectlve candidates.

MR, MADIGAN: What 18 the significance, 1f any, Senator,
to the fact that you are one of the few who have publicly come
out for Governor Stevenson prior to his expected candldacy
announcement. |

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, Mr. Madigan, I belleve that if
you are for a man, you ought to be for him early, you ought %o
be for him during the middle of the stretch, and you cught %o
be for him late.

MR, MADIGAN: You weren't for him in 1952, were you?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I wasn't for him in the beginning of
1952, because I didn't know that he was interested. As a
matter of fact, my visit with him in April of 1852, at
Springfield, indicated to me that he was not a candidate for

the 0ffice of President.
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However, may I say that when we found out that he was, our
delegation gave the Governor, Governor Stevenson, considerable
support, and I might say that during the campalgn we gave hin
very active support.

MR. MADIGAN: Some people have made the charge that your
coming out for him so early this time indicates that you have
quite a liking for the Vice Presidency, and might be inclined
to make some sort of a deal, to attempt to get the Vice
Presidential nomination. That has been printed by some.

SENATOR HUMPHREV: Well, first of all, Mr. Hadigan, 1t
takes two to make a deal. I am not golng to make any deals,
and I know that Governor Stevenson isn't going to make any deals.
He is not a dealer., We would prefer to look upon this as a
matter of supporting a person that we think is qualified, that
we think ought to move out early, in the early stages, get a
commanding lead in the Democratic Party caucuses and in the
primaries, and therefore be & much stronger candlidate 1n the
general electlon.

MR, MADIGAN: Senator, do you -~-

MR. NOVINS: Senator Humphrey, ln view of what you sald
a moment ago about being for a candidate.qarly and staying
with him, Mr. Harriman, on this program aﬂout a‘month ago,
sald that he didn't feel morally bound to support Governor
Stevenson, in spite of the fact that earlier he sald he was

for him. I wonder how you would appraise that statement?
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SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, I would apprailse it that Mr.

Harriman is one of the top political leaders of the Democratic

pp—

Party. He has strong support in his own State.ﬂ[gé has obviously
..-—-—"""-—_-_"“"H__,___ o

been under some pressure from hls own people, that i1s, pressure

from friends that want him to be at least a favorite son

candidate, and hopefully the candidate of the Democratic Party.

I know that CGovernor Harriman is very friendly to Adlai
R sm— o — = .

-

Stevenson. I hope that he will support him, when the, as we

say, when the chips are down, in fhe final analysis.

) £18. e
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MR, NOVINS: Well, as a practical matter, do you think
he will, at the Convention?

SENATOR HUMPHREY. I kind of think he might, when it's
all over.

MR. CLEVELAND: Senator, I would like %o explove this
poin% which you touched on. The vecords, as I have it heve,
shows that in 1952 in the Convention, Minnesota casts its 26
votes for you on the fivst ballot.

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Thatis correct.

MR, CLEVELAND On the second ballot, 17 for Senator
Kefauver and 7-1/2 for Stevenson; and on the third ballot, 13
for Stevenson and 13 for Kefauver.

SENATOR HUMPHREY: That's corvect.

MR, CLEVELAND: It would seem that this is not a con-
siderable sentiment for Stevenson, but vather seem To be a
rather considerable sentiment for Senabtor Kefauver. I am
wondering why youﬁhavelchanged your mind on Senator Kefauver,
for whom your delegatlon was -~ very loyal in 1952.

SENATOR HUMPHREY: The delegation from Minnesota,
in 1952 was very loyal to Hubert Humphrey -- perlod.

It was in that -~ that delegation was bound %o me by the
primary vote.

On the second ballot, it was fell that we should at least
extend what we thought was a friendly token of eXpression o

Senator Kefauver, and I can tell yvou guite candidly tha®t had the




ao 2 26 votes been needed on the third ballot, for Governor
Stevenson, he would have had the 26; but we have a very
friendly regavrd for Senator Kefauver, as we do now. Further-
more, may I say that it was a 1little difficult to know whether
or not Mr. Stevenson was a candidate in 1952. When we found
out that he was a candidate, with serioug purpose and intent,
we wevre theve with the votes, and if we had a fourth ballot
we could have had all 26 votes.

MR. CLEVELAND: Thewe must then be no doubt in your mind
that on Tuesday Governor Stevenson 1s going to say "Veg?"

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, I'm hopeful -~- I'm hoping that
he will, and I expect that he will. I am one of those that
believes you ought to be quite candld aboub thilis business of
politics.

Yes, I think Governor Stevenson will be a candidate. I
think he will campaign rather vigorously, and I think he will
have a most commanding lead by the time that the Democratic
Conventlon comes around.

MR, LEE: Senator, it seems o me that a lot of the
backing and hawing hewve in Chilcago in 1952, at The Convention,
was over the question of civil libewrties, which pubt a lot of
Democrats at odds with one another.

Now, is this going to happen again this year, next year at
the Convention?

SENATOR HUMFHREY : Me, Lee, I do no% believe that the




ao 3

S
major issue at the 1952 Convention wag over the 1lssue of civil
liberties or civil vights. That issue was fought out pretty
vigorously in 1948. Theve was an issue over the loyalty, ov
at least the, yes, I would say the loyalty, of cewtain dele-
gations. That was the issue that seemed to divide the Convention.

I can assure you that that will not be an issue in The
1956 Convention, primarily because we have spent over two years
working out the details of a program to operate, upon which we
can operate our Convention to see to it that there ave no
unnecessary difficulties or hassles, and at the same time to
see to it that the duly elected and loyal Democrats are seated
in that Convention.

MR. LEE: Well, we hear some rumors that perhaps some of
the Southern Democrats ave waiting To hear a 1little more from
Mr. Stevenson about his stand on some of these clvil rights
matters.

SENATOR HUMPHREY : I am qulte suvre, Mr. lee, that the
Southern Democrats known Mr, Stevenson's sband. I know of no
candidate in modevn times that has been more precise and more
honest, intellectually and politically, as to his standson issues
than Governor Stevenson.

MR. MADIGAN: Senator «-

SENATOR HUMPHREY: His record in 1952 in the campalgh was
a memorable one. It was one of honor and of political

integrity.
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And, I happen to believe that there is great suppori in

the Southern states, amongst Southern Democratic leadership,
for Governor Stevenson,

MR. MADIGAN: Would you consider the label "a candldate
of moderation" a fitting one for Adlai Stevenson?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, if you mean by "moderation,” a
candiate that vealizes -~ that is sensible -~

MR, MADIGAN: As diffevent from -- as diffevent from a
liberal; I mean.

SENATOR HUMPHREY: ©No, I think liberals ave very modevate.

MR, MADIGAN: Do you regard the Democratic Party now as
a liberal party?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I suvrely do.

MR. MADIGAN: VWhy, then, did you people in the Senate
desist in your efforts to get a Fair Employment Practice Com-
mission bill through?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: TFor the simple reagon we do not haye
the votes. One of the fivst laws of politles, Mr, Madigan, is
to be able to count, and there ave times that 1it's worthwhile
having political battles, even though you know that you ave
doomed %o total defeat; as one Senator, I placed into the
legislative hopper, or into the legislative process, civil
rights bills. I wlll continue to do so until those bills are
enacted. I will continue to work foxr them. But may I say that

we thought it was anything but prudent Jjudgment To try to ram
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through a measuve where we didn't have one chance in a thousand
to get 1t through.

MR. MADIGAN: Well, theve is some comment in the Cloakrooms
in Washington to the effect that liberal Democrats are counselling
more, rather than less, harmony with the modevates of the South.
Do you favor more =-

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Move harmony?

MR, MADIGAN: Yes.

SENATOR HUMFHREY: Oh, indeed I do,
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MR. MADIGAN: Do you favor it in a lessening of attempting
to get civil rights leglslation, and trying to repeal Taft-
Hartley? Do you want to abandon all those now?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: We don't abandon those. As a matter of
fact, we are making steady progress in this country in the fleld
of civil rights. We are making 1t at local government levels,
at state government levels, we are meking it in private and non-
sectarian groups. Those of us in Congress feel that thig is a
proper way for us to proceed.

May I point out that we always have a number of people
that would like to have a good fight in The Democratlc Party?

We are interested in harmony and in unity, without the sacrifice
of principle.

There 1s a difference between unity and unanimity.
Unanimity is a disciplined kind of coherence and cohesiveness,
and unity comes out of respect, desplte the fact that we have
some differences.

MR. MADIGAN: Do you expect to be on the Platform Committes,
or do you hope to be, at the Conventlon next year?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Yes, I do. I hope so.

MR. MADIGAN: If so, will you insist that the platiorm
contain planks calling for FEPC, repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act,
and other such liberal Democ¢ratic Party members -- measures?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Mr. Madigan, I was very satlsfied with

the platform of 1952. It seemed to me that 1t represented
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mature political judgment, 1t encompassed most of the great
issues that affect this country. Those lssues, of course, had
a change in some detall., We will be a little blt more precise,
for example, this time in the field of agriculture, in the field
of monopoly, and some of the tax and fiscal policies; but in
the main, I was satisfied with the 1952 platform, and I willl
continue to support the broad outlines of that platform.

MR. NOVINS: Senator, when you talk about unlty within the
Party, I have to think of Senator Strom Thurman and some of
the other gentlemen down in the South, who have threatened, as
recently as August, the possibility of a third party, a states
rights party, in effect.

Do you think that there is any reality in that threat,
and what effect would it have?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I don't think there 1s much reallty in
that threat, Mr. Novins. As a matter of fact, I Think that The
Democratic Party 18 so much more united today than the
Republican Party, that we almost look like a wall of solidarity.

Could we talk about Republican disunity for a few moments?

MR, NOVINS: We may find ocurselves in that area, but before

we do, I would like to ask what you think ocught to be done to

some members of the Democratic Party, and I'm thinking specifically

for example, of the Governor of Louisiana, who hag salid that he

was for Eisenhower, and hoped that Elsenhower would run agaln.

Do you feel that any kind of party discipline is indicated
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in a2 situation 1ike that?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, I'1ll tell you, Mr. Novins, I have
great faith 1n the people of Louisiana. I went to school at
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. I know Senator Russell Long, of
Loulslana. I know many of his close associates and adunirevs.
I am perfectly willing to leave the matter of Mr. Kennon,
Governor of Louisiana, up to the people of Loulsiana,

Now, if Mr. Kennon comes to the Democratic Convention
and wishes to parade as a Democrat on the one hand, and
announces before that he is not for our candidate, whoever we
may nominate, I think the Democratic Convention will deal with
that problem in an honorsble and falr manner,

MR. NOVINS: You think there may be a fight in the
Credentlals Commlttee on a State like that?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I doubt that. I think that the people
of Loulslana, the Democrats of Louisilana, will send us & good
loyal Democratic delegaticn.

You know, we have just about enough problems 1n our own
States without moving in on others, and if the people of
Louisiana will trust Minnescta, why, we'll sort of trust them,
and I kind of think that I have a right to be an optimist in
this matter. I am not concerned about so-called divergent
elements or dissident elements that may come to the Democratic
Conventlon. I think there will be good Democrats there,

supporting a good ticket.
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MR. CLEVELAND: Senator, as one of the leaders in the

loyalty oath fight of the 1952 Convention, do you think that
Governor Shivers, of Texas, who also bolted to Eisenhower 1n
152, do you think he should be allowed to take his seat in the
1956 Convention?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, again, may I say To you, Mr,
Cleveland, I have great faith in the Democrats of Texas. They
are hard at work down there. I think that the Democrats of
Texas will send a loyal Democratic delegation to the Democratic
Convention.

MR, CLEVELAND: If 1t includes Governor Shivers, should
Governor Shivers be entitled to sit in the 1956 Convention,
in view of the action he took politically in 19527

SENATOR HUMPHREY: First of all, his case, Mr. Cleveland,
will be considered by the Credentlals Commitiee. All evidence
will be weighed by that Committee. If I were to be asked to
judge this case now, and since of course I am not, because I
am not on the Credentials Committee, nor 1s the Conventlon
sitting, but theoretically, if I were to be asked to judge 1¥,
I would say that in view of Mr. Shivers' most recent statements
in reference to some of the potentlal candildates of the
Democratic Party, that he could not qualify, under the rules
and regulations which have been lald down by the Advisory
Committee to the Democratic Naticnal Committee.

in other words, he would not be a certified delegate.
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MR. MADIGAN: In substance, then, you will -~ propose a

loyalty oath.

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, in substance, what we are saying
is that those who are delegates to the Democratic Convention
shall be bona fide Democratvs, that they shall be certified by
their fespective State officials as having qualifiled under
the laws of the State to be delegates to the Democratic Natlonal
Convention.

We have a Credentials Commlitiee at every Convention. Any
one that wishes to contest anyone's right to it in that
Convention will be heard before that Credentials Committee.

It will be orderly. It will be falr. It willl provide due
process, and I am convinced that there will be no difficulty,
because when you mete out Jjustice, you do not have difficulty.
It's when you start to have unneceseary battles and scraps
that you get'into the difficulties that you are alluding to.

4 fis.



Ward

aoc 1 (4) A

MR, LEE: Senator, do you want to talk about the Republican
P.rty?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Oh, I'd love to.

MR, LEE: Do you think Mr. Eisenhower 1s golng to run
again?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: ‘That, again, may I say, Mr. Lee, is a
question that only Me, Eisenhower can decide.

If you ask my own personal opinion, I doubt that he shall.

MR. LEE: Whom ~- would be ~:'who would be the best
candidate the Republicans couid put up in his absence, do you
think?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: ©Now, when 1% comes to selecting
candidates, Mr. Lee, I prefer to think about who would be the
better candidate on the Democratic ticket. May I point out %o
you, sir, that I think that in this area that we are uniguely --
in a very unique situation. We have a number of good candidetes
on the Democratic side;, and I still haven't found one for the
Republican side.

MR, MADIGAN: Well, we hear considerable convewrsabion
in Washington that theve might be a Stevenson-Kefauver tickeb.
Would you favor such a ticket?

SENATOR HUMPHREY : That would be a fine ticket, it would
be an outstanding ticket.

MR, MADIGAN: Do you believe that Senator Kefauver, who

is scheduled to meet with the CGovernor some time bthis weelk, will
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perhaps enter into some sort of discussions along that line?

SENATOR HUMPHREY : I don't know. I would imagine that
Senator XKefauver may be first thinking about his own
Presidential candidacy in the Democratic primaries, but I do
hope that they will discuss the whole political picture, because
both Senator Kefauver and former Governcr Stevenson arve out-
standing leadevs in our party, and if they should contest
against one another in these primaries, I hope it will be cn a
most friendly, and yet, of course, a very vigorous basis.

I'm quite sure that that can take place,

MR. ILEE: What qualificatvions, geographical and othevrwise,
should & Vice Presidential candidate have?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, Mr. Lee, I think the geograpnical
qualifications have been way overempnhasized. I know that
there is a traditlion about geography in these nominations for
President and Vice President: If you have & man from the East,
you ought to have one from the West; if you have one from the
North, you ought to have one from the South.

May I suggest that it would be better for the vespective
conventions to not be half as concerned about geography as they
are about ability, as they are about the experilence which I1s
necessary to f£ill such an office, as they ave about the cre-
dentials that one should possess in terms of background and
understanding of the great issues that face our country.

What we need today is less of the -- less of the game of
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politics and more of the solid substance of thought on the

great lissues.

MR, NOVINS: Senator, when you talk about issues, one of
them, of couvrse, 1s going to be the farm issue, and you are on
the Agricultural Commitlee ~~

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Yes.

MR. NOVINS: You recently made some accusaticns about
Mr, Benson's Agriculiure Department, I think you accused them
of pubtting out what you called pure and unadulterated political
propaganda.,

Now, what does that mean?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: ‘That means just exactly what it says,
and not% only recently but early.

And the Depariment of Agriculture has been running its
mimeograph machines overtime of late, trying to make the American
farmer belleve that what is happening to him is not really
happening to him; trying to make the Amevican farmer and the
American people believe that agriculture is not in a2 vexy
serious state, that prices really haven’'t gone down, that income
isn't particularly low. I say this 1s unadulterated nonesense.

MR. NOVINS: But, have you ==«

SENATOR HUMPHREY: And I suggest that Mr. Benson get busy
and administer the laws of the land, wather than going avound
trying Yo intevpret what's going on in a way that is favorable,

despite the obvioug facts.
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MR. NOVINS: Well, as a member of the committee, are you
going to call for an investipgation Yo find out why all this
propaganda is going on, if it's not a function of the Depazrt-
ment ?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, I'm not so much on investliga-
tions., I happen %o think that we don't need to investigate
this arvea. All we need to do is go out and ask any farmer,
and he will teil yvou what's going wrong, whait's wrong in the
Depatrtment of Agvrilculture; and any member of The Congress knows
what's wrong.

What I suggest we do is to legislate; and, secondly, I
suggest we call Mr. Benson and his associates before the Senate
Committee on Agriculture and point up to Tthem thelr rvespons-
ibility to administer the laws of the land. If they don't want
to administer those laws, they ought to resign and, very
frankly, they are not administering them.

MR, MADIGAN: Senator, your candidate for President has
been accused, by Chairman Hall of the Republican Party, of a
flip-flop on the farm question, in first advocating the luke-
warm approach to rigld price supports, and now coming all-out
for i%t. .

In fact, in a letter sent to an assistant of yours that
was vead at Des Molnes, Io —

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Yes.

MR, MADIGAN: Do you think he is gullty of a flipjﬁlop?
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SENATCR HUMPHREY: Well, you know, I'm almost touched hy
that statement, Mr. Madligan, and I could be impressed, becauge
Mr. Hall is great «- a real expert in the area of flip-flops,
and he ig also an area =~ an expert somewhat in Tvying to play
this pgreat game of politics in a way that is somewhet confusing.

Bubt Mr. Stevenson has been for, since 1952, a price sup~
port program that at least offered a base of 90 per cent of
parity. He has nobt been one that felt that this was the only
issue, nor do I.

This is move than an avgument beitween flexible price
supports and so-called falr rigid price supports. The word
"rigid" 1s an unfortunate word, one that was doctored up by
the Republican propagandlsts.

Mr. Stevenson's positvion has not changed; as a matter of
fact,it has only become one thet has been exXpressed in move
detail.

MR. MADIGAN: Is it not a fact that you came to Chicago
and met with Mr, Stevenson in the pexiod hetween his one state-
ment at Green Bay and the other at Des lMoines?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: No, that is not a fact --

MR, MADIGAN: Did you not meet with him?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Yes. It was in New York.

MR, MADIGAN: New York --

SENATOR HUMPHREY : I happened to be there =~

MR. MADIGAN: Did you ~-
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SENATOR HUMPHREY: ©No, I was going to == I did visit with
Mr, Stevenson.

MR. MADIGAN: You did advise him, did you not, %o come out
more strongly for rigid price supports, for not the permanent,
lasting remedy, but a part of 1t?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Mv, Madigan, my visit with Mr,
Stevenson was on many issues, and one of them, needless to say,
was the agricultural question. All that I pointed out was that
I thought that the speech at CGreen Bay, Wisconsin had been
grossly misinterpreted, and that when some people persist in
misinterpretation, there is only one way %o stop it, and that
is to be precise, concise, unmistakably clear, and I am happy
to point out that the Democratic candldates, whomever they
may be, Stevenson, Kefauver, Harviman -~ Russell -~ whoever
they may be -~ they are unmisbtakably clear on the issue of
agriculiure.

Now, if we could get the Republicans, who are in charge
of this Government, to be half as clear, we'd start to clear
up the agricultural picture.

MR. MADIGAN: Well, what does Adlal Stevenson propose
that is new to clear up this surplus problem which has caused
this whole thing, & mess, Senator -- Secretary Benson calls it --
that was inherited fvrom the Democrats?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: VWell, may I Just go back on the latter

part of your statement? Mr. Benson can talk about inhevitance,



ao T

(5)

23
but I may say that he's In chavrge of tThis part of the American
economy, and I suggest that he stop belng such a profound
student -~ in quotes -~ of ancient history and get down %o
the contempovaxy.

Mr. Benson 18 Secretary of Agviculture. He is the ~-
President Elsenhower's Secretary of Agricultre. And 211 of

this historical recitation, these histvionlcs about what the

Democrats did or did not do, does not answer tihe current problem.

The fact is that when the Democyats left office in 1952, parvity
for farmers was 100, It is presently 82. Prices have dropped.
Income has dropped 30 per cent. Farm mortgage indebtedness is
up 17 per cent.

Now, I am not golng to be listening to the idle chatter
of a Secretary of Agriculture who can only say, "Well, I didn'%
do it."

MR. MADIGAN: Did Adlai -~

SENATOR HUMPHREY : "It's the responsibility of Democrabs ="

MR. MADIGAN: How would Adlai -

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Republilcans are running the Government,

Mr., Madigan.
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MR. MADIGAN: How would Adlai Stevenson or Mr., Humphrey,
if he were Secretary of Agriculture, solve it?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, may I say, you don't seolve any
problem by maglec, a magic wand.

The first thing I would suggest 1s that there was a will
to administer the programs. Presently, tThe pregent programs
are literally demoralized. The farmer committees at the local
level ne longer feel a part of the agricultural program. The
Department of Agriculture has not even used the authority which
is available to 1t under present law. It has refused to
purchase, for example, foodstuffs that could be used in our
school lunch program, in our ald to the indigent, in many of
our needy cases.

The law needs to be revised, the flexible price support
program does not work. Simply put, Mr. Madigesn, all the
flexible price support program does is reduce price,; reduce
income, and increase productilon.

Now, I suggest that we stop that right now.

MR. MADIGAN: How long do you let a rigid program stay
into effect, and support --

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Now, what 1s more rigid about 90 than
757 Now, you feel 75 some time and see if that 1s any less
rigid than 90. All 90 per cent of parity means is 10 per cent
less than fair., I don't think you'd want much less than 10 per

cent less than a falr wage for yourself.
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Now, the Democratic Party program says that on basic
commodities, the storable commodities, we will provide for -
Mr. Farmer a floor under the price structure, and then we'll
ask him to comply with production controls. We'll try to bring
supply into balance wlth demand, and when you pay a farmer or
guarantee to a farmer a fair price for his unit¢ of productilon,
he will comply.

MR, CLEVELAND: Senator, Mr, Madigan asked a guestion which
I don't Chink you answered, which I understand to ke the heart
of the farm problem, and that is, what are you golng to do with
the tremendous surpluses bullt up in this country? What is
your solution?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, there are many solutions. First
of 2ll, let's stop accumulating them, and we can accumu= w=
stop this accumulation of surplus,wlth a fair income %o the
farmer to a point where he will accept and comply with production
controls, and any progrem, Mr. Cleveland, is going to need
production controls.

Secondly, we can stimulate the use of our surplus foods
in the domestic economy. The food stamp plan for our indigent
and our needy.

Think of an old lady, a grandmother, trying to get by on
$55 a month under old age assistance, think what it would mean
to her if she could have $10 in food stamps for perishable

commoditles, such as butter, cheese, milk and dalry products.
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MR, CLEVELAND: In other words, you want to give it away?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Oh, we are giving it away to our foreign
friends, we are gilving millions and millions of dollars worth
of it away. I suggest that we give some away to our hometown
people.

Furthermore, if we've got any price concessions to make
on agriculture, which we are making to people all over the
world, I would suggest we do a little bit of it right back here
in the States.

Now, this Administration, Mr. Benson's and Mr. Eisenhower's
Administration, are not really selling these farm preducts at
even a falr price overseas, and they are not administering this
program at home.

Now, we have a farm program, Mr, Cleveland, 1t's a farm
program that makes good sense. It's one that ties in soil
conservation with production control, one that provides a fair
price for a unit of production, one that stimulates use of
temporary surpluses, and finally, may I say that in our great
foreign policy, the use of this abundance of food can be a
powerful weapon.’

MR. NOVINS: Senator, you are obviously very much
interested in the farm program --

SENATOR HUMPHREY: VYes, I am.

MR, NOVINS: You have a good reason to be. But you are

also on the Foreign Relations Committee, and I wonder what you
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think about this current crisis in the Middle East? What
should the United States policy be? Should we arm Israel?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, this current crisis in the Far
East 1s one that I've been concerned about for months. It
hasn't been; This didn't come upon us, Mr, Novins, overnight.

What I think we should have done a long time ago was to
have implemented the activities of the United Nations in that
area. Furthermore, I think we should have offered a mutual
security pact to the area, to the nations in the Far East,
the Arab and Israeli alike, and in the present situation,to be
right direct to your question, I do not think we can afford %o
let Israel go down and be defeated.

We sponsored the State of Israel. We introduced her and
sponsored her in the United Nations. We were the first to
recognize the State of Israel as an independent nation state,
Israel and the Near East represents democracy in action. It
represents progress. It represents modern technology. Therefore,
I suggest that we do everything within our power to guarantee her
frontiers and call upon the United Nations to Join with us to
stop this arms race, and as I said last night, let's have a
little race for peace, rather than an arms race.

MR, MADIGAN: You say stop the arme race -- you do not
want to give Israel any weapons?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Oh, sir, I would like very much to see

a balance of power, but may I suggest that we have a role to
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play there with the British and the French, and ourselves and

the United Nations, rather than having two antagonists standing
at each other's borders ready to go at each other's throats.

Let's have some international control in the area, rather
than an outburst of nationalism,

MR. NOVINS: Thank you very much, Senator Humphrey, for
coming here to Face The Nation %oday.

And thanks also to today's panel of newsmen:

To Robert E. Lee, of the St., Paul Pioneer Press & Dispatch;

To Charles Cleveland, of the Chicago Daily News; and

John Madigan, of Newsweek.

This 1s Stuart Novins. Ve invite you to Join us again
next week for another edition of Face The Nation.

Our program today originated in the studios of WBEM
Televislon, CBS, in Chicago.

Produced by Ted Ayers.
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