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A 1(;C;EI)1'-1DII\IL:¢&T}£:D long-range campaign in the health
s eld is gbsolutely necessary, to turn the tide against
th? evastating cost of disease and sickness. The cost to

ﬁg country every year because of ill health (much of
which could be prevented and much of which could be

cured more readily) is $30,000,-
000,000 at a minimum. $31f we
want to do something to bolster
up the overall economic strength
of this country, let us attack this
problem and attack it vigorously.
I regret to say that there is little
show of concern at the govern-
mental levels in the United States
today about this problem. I do
not believe that the federal gov-
ernment should do all of it. I do
not believe that the federal gov-
ernment should see to it that
everybody is taken care of as he
woulq like to be taken care of.
I believe that in America the
principle of voluntary associ-
ation can work, does work, and
ought to be promoted to work.
Govern_ment has the role of en-
couraging the proper type of en-
vironment for our great volun-
tary groups, our cooperatives, our
splendid o?amzations of people
uniting and working together for
corli‘nﬁnon purposes.

ere are four basic prob

of health which face Emerliiglr?
society. I mentioned them in a
1954 address and they're still
here, and they're here in an ag-
gravated environment.

First, the high cost of medical
care. For those who can afford
it (and there are many, do not

misunderstand me) it is not high
but in the most prosperous ygaf
of our economy, one-sixth of the
American people are living on
what we call a subsistence in-
come or less—one-sixth of the
American families. We have not
banished proverty from our
midst. We do not have economic
equality yet in our country. We
have made tremendous strides,
tremendous gains, and no coun-
try in the world can claim the
accomplishments that we have
already been able to fulfill. But
this should not stop us from
further progress. I am a liberal
in politics and I hope in my
general orientation and attitude
and I say that there are always
new challenges, there are always
new horizons, there are new
proble‘:ms that have to be met,
There's always work for yet un-
born generations. The interesting
thing about democratic living is
that _wurk is never done, that
there’s something yet to be done

and we must establish higher’-
standards of performance and

accomplishments each year, each

decade, each generation, each

ff;]rtrt;lryé ’It‘ihi(s keeps the old spirit

, and keeps you wa
do your job. Ry ais

Better Distribution Needed

THEIEECOND very serious problem in health matters is
1 ma 1str1.but10n-7-.t}_19 Improper or inadequate distribu-
‘{}01_1 of medical fat:lhtle_s. More than 1,000 counties in the

Elted States of America have no public health services
whatsoever. Thousands of communites in this country are

without doctors. A larger num-
ber are without hosiptal facili-
ties. But the fact that there are
over a thousand counties with-
out public health facilities is
shocking. Fortunately we in Con-

gress in recent years have tried
to do something about this, by
extra funds and appropriations
a?orixpand our public health

The third basic problem is the
shortage of qualified personnel.
Modern medical science requires
highly competent, technically
and scientifically trained people.
There’s no use of blinking our
eyes to the fact or trying to say
that it isn’t here, that it doesn’t
exist. The truth is that there is
a great shortage of doctors, den-
tists, nurses, medical technicians,
sanitary engineers, public health
officers, in the United States of
America to meet our standards.
There's an even greater shortage
if we are going to do what we
are going to be compelled to do,
if we're going to win this strug-
gle for freedom with an effective
international program. Senator
William Benton, former senator
from Connecticut, spent some six
weeks to two months studying
Soviet education and communi-
cation and he came back with
startling reports. The Soviet
Union is outstripping us today in
the development and education
of scientists and technicians.
What's more, every young man
or woman who goes into a scien-
tific program of training and
education is required to give
three years of his life to service
wherever his government sends
him. They have a distinct ad-

vantage in this cold war, in this
conflict of ideologies, in this new
strategy of theirs of the smile on
one hand and effective infiltra-
tion and movement of economic
and social patterns on the other.
If we Americans are going to
meet this challenge, we are
going to have to do it with the
principle of voluntarism. Where
are we going to get the techni-
cians? Where are we going to
get the doctors? Where are we
going to get the nurses, the
health officers, and the others to
do our job, to meet this threat,
this competition, unless we tool
up for the job? The philosophy
of scarcity has no room in the
modern world. We ought to be
thinking in terms of abundance
of every conceivable attribute of
our economy. Abundance of food
and fibres, abundance of manu-
factured and processed goods,
abundance of education, abun-
dance of qualified, trained per-
sonnel. Abundance is the word—
the watchword today of a pro-
gressive, free society. We've got
to get rid of the antiquated, out-
dated, ill-conceived thoughts of
scarcity, of giving many benefits
to a few and denying the many,
or providing for the many just
a few of the benefits of life.

Promise of Research

HE FOURTH basic problem is the need to expand re-
search. We can do it. How I wish all of you could see
those great national institutes of health in Washington,
D.C. Just yesterday three doctors from the Mayo Clinic
were in my office and they said they had come on their

own hoping to visit the national
institutes of health. Wonderful
research is going on in those
fabulous scientific experimental
laboratories, but we need more
of it. It is false economy to cut
health budgets, and you ought
tc know that they've been cut!
Budget after budget in recent
years has cut heart research, can-

cer research, mental health re-
search, neurological disease re-
search.

This isn’t the way that you
make America strong. You pinch
a penny and lose a life. Congress
has seen fit to restore some of
those untimely and unwise cuts
but Congress will do no more
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than you want it to do. There's
been an atmosphere in recent
years that we ought not to dis-
cuss these things, that there
ought not to be any controversy.
But controversies, conflicts of
ideas, are the very life-blood of
a free society. And we ought to
be talking, we ought to be un-
derstanding, we ought to seek
out facts. I haven't heard from a
dozen people in the state of Min-
nesota, with the exception of doc-
tors and university professors in
the field of medicine, about
health problems in the last year.
Is it any wonder that Congress
isn’t doing anything in the field
of health legislation? The mail
fails to indicate a problem. But
don’t tell me that the problems
aren't here! I've traveled about
this country enough to know
that there are serious problems
of health, serious problems of air
pollution, serious problems of
water contamination. For ex-
ample, the mighty Potomac, the
beautiful Potomac, is the most
polluted river in the United

States of America, flowing right
through the nation’s capital! And
here stands the United States
telling the people over in Iran
and in Iraq that they ought to
clean up the Euphrates. I sug-
gest we clean up the Potomac, as
a beginning.

I am convinced that we need
an all-out stepped-up effort of
federal, state and local govern-
ment. private groups, medical
schools, doctors, health associ-
ations, all working together.
There is no conflict of interest
here.

I don’t think many Americans
really appreciate the role of the
federal government in such mat-
ters. Before I came out here, I
wrole to the Library of Congress,
which is one of the greatest in-
stitutions of research and learn-
ing in the fields of the humani-
{ies, the social sciences, and the
physical sciences, in the world.
I asked for a little review of the
federal government’s role in
health matters. I got a document
that was about 160 pages long.

U. S. Record of Health

IN BROAD principles, the United States government has
participated very extensively in the nation’s health
activities in a great variety of ways, going way back.
There’s nothing new about this. Every time I hear some-
one say, “When the goverment gets involved, it’s social-

ism,” I say, ‘“Are you calling
George Washington a socialist?
Remember that the United States
Public Health Service started
right off with the first adminis-
tration with the beginning of
this republie. I just can't believe
that George was a Marxist or a
socialist. I figure he was 100 per
cent American, and he knew we
needed health care.”

First, your federal goverment
participates by the direct provi-
sion of health services, construc-
tion and maintenance of facili-
ties, and the conduct of research.
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Second it makes extensive grants
of funds to states, chiefly for aid
in medical care and certain pub-
lic assistance grants, for con-
struction of hospitals and for aid
to the public health programs.
Third, it grants fellowships to
individuals and private organ-
izations for health research.
Fourth, it is concerned with the
regulation of environmental con-
ditions which could impair
health. Fifth, it does planning
and administers aid related to
heatlh care during disasters. Fi-

nally, your federal goverment
makes extensive contributions to
health programs of other nations,
through foreign economic assist-
ance and international health
activities.

1 was privileged to address the
Citizens’ Committee for the
World Health Organization in
Kansas City in November on this
very topic. It's a thrilling topic
and I was tremendously inspired
by the thought that we’'ve been
able to help other people, to save
their lives. As Americans we can
all be proud that our government
has really practiced the spirit of
the Good Samaritan. We have
saved the lives of millions and
millions of children in this world,
by our government, by our
science, and the application of
science.

Socialized Medicine

I am proud that I have been
able to live in this decade, in a
decade in which we are led to
believe that there is more sin
and cvil than ever before, and in
which I believe there's been more
good than ever before.

We live today in an era of
human history which is some-
what motivated and filled by the
love of man and by faith in God,
and I think those are two univer-
sally accepted principles. To be
sure, at times we deviate, but we
know when we do that we're
wrong. Our government, our great
organization of cooperatives, our
labor movement, yes, our busi-
ness groups, have spent millions
of dollars to alleviate the suffer-
ings of our fellowmen and wo-
men throughout the world. It's
good. We ought to be proud.

ERE ARE some other facts: About 7,000,000 of us,
fellow Americans, red-blooded, healthy Americans,
are fully entitled to receive all of our medical care from
federal agencies—T7,000,000. These are chiefly members of

the armed forces, veterans
abilities, and many, many more
with non-service connected dis-
abilities. I think it's good. And I
am happy that our veterans'
hospitals have improved. I am
happy that the quality of medi-
cal care is better, and I am happy
to say that the government of
the United States is not going to
renege on its obligations to the
veterans of the United States of
America.

Between 40 and 50 per cent of
all medical research expendi-
tures in America are now under-
written or contributed by the
federal government—between 40
and 50 per cent of all medical re-
search, by your federal govern-
ment. In 1953 the federally own-
ed and operated hospitals ac-
counted for 13 per cent of the
nation’s hospital bed capacity.
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with service-connected dis-

It is up to about 14 per cent now.
State and local governments con-
trol 58 per cent. So over 70 per
cent of all the hospital beds in
the United States of America are
owned by federal, state, and lo-
cal goverments—owned and op-
erated.

In addition from 1946 to 1955
federal grants under the Hill-
Burton Act for hospital construc-
tion were over $700,000,000. And
this year another $100,000,000 or
more will be added, so that at
the end of 1956 approximately
$800,000,000 of federal funds, tax-
payers funds, will have gone into
hospitals. This represents one-
third of the total construction
cost of all new hospitals partici-
pating under this program since
1947.



Your federal goverment is also
doing wonderful things today in
the field of atomic energy. We
recently had Mr. Murray, the
senior member of the Atomic
Eneigy Commission, before our
special committee on disarma-
ment. We asked him questions
about the peaceful use of atomic
energy. There are wonders yet
to be unfolded in this tremen-
dous development of atomic
energy and fissionable materials,
in the field of nuclear science,
new miracles that are yet to be
brought to the attention of the
American people. I think that we
are entering upon a wonderful
era, if we can but keep peace
and concentrate our attention on
building rather than destroying.
Average federal expenditures for
international organizations in
the field of health were between
12 and 13 millions of dollars from
1953 to 1955. This made up 49 per
cent of the total health budget
of all of these international or-

ganizations — World Health Or-
ganization, United Nations In-
ternational Children’s Emergency
Fund. If you want to sometime
read a thrilling story, read of
the work of UNICEF. In our own
program of International Coop-
eration Administration, we’ve
helped in country after country
to establish public health offices,
sanitation facilities. Your gov-
ernment has done this. In addi-
tion, the federal government
spent an average of about 3$30,-
000,000, or about twice as much
as on the international level just
for our direct foreign health aid
through our own immediate ef-
‘forts. Total federal health ex-
penditures in 1954 were $2,200,-
000,000. That's what your govern-
ment spent! This is 3 per cent of
the total federal budget for 1954,
and if you add disability and
compensation matters, it amounts
to about 6 per cent of the total
federal budget.

Our Total Medicine Bill

O WE'RE doing quite a little, and yet there is so much

more to do.

Our total medical care bill alone, just medical care, not
involving loss of employment, is $15,000,000,000 a year at
a minimum. This has quadrupled in the last 25 years while

the per capita expenditure has
trebled and the proportionate
total spent from taxes has more
than doubled. About 5 per cent
of our total national income is
going for medical purposes. The
underlying demand for these in-
creases in expenditures will con-
tinue to expand. I shall continue
to approve of these demands.
About 6 per cent of our people
are sharing in some form of
health insurance. Millions who
now have a little health insur-
ance want more of it, and mil-
lions who have no health insur-
ance want some of it.

T ke non-profit plans, such as the one
bere that we are discussing, the great
Group Health program, sponsored by
unions, employers, cooperatives, or com-
munities, are making steady but real
beadway as is witnessed by this gather-
ing.,

I said a while ago that we had
a maldistribution of medical fa-
cilities and a shortage of doctors.
We have about 200,000 physi-
cians today attempting to serve
165,000,000 American people. As
I pointed out, rural communities
by the thousands have no doctors
or hospitals. Rural America

simply hasn’'t had in many in-
stances the opportunity to bene-
fit, or to utilize the benefits of
modern medicine. Yet two-thirds
of the counties of the United
States of America are predomi-

nantly rural. I have tried to help
a little bit in this through the
cooperation and assistance of the
Cooperatives of America. Jerry
Voorhis has worked with me on
this problem particularly.

Voluntary Health Facilities Bill

HAVE offered a bill about which I have talked to this
organization on other occasions, known as the Voluntary
Medical or Health Facilities Bill. How I wish we could get
it passed! I'm going to tell you something—it will never

pass until the people want it.

it as long as I am in the Senate,
because I believe in it. This Vol-
untary Health Facilities Bill
would make available federal
funds for purposes of loans on
the principle of the R.E.A.: 35-
year loans at 3 per cent interest
for voluntary non-profit groups
at a community level to build a
community clinie, to provide a
modern medical laboratory, to
provide a limited number of hos-
pital beds—six, ten or twelve,
what may be necessary for the
emergency needs of that com-
munity.

It seems to me that the Volun-
tary Health Facilities program is
essential if we're going to broad-
en the base of modern medical
care, I hope that you continue
your interest in it and do not
let it subside. All of these loans
are repayable. I am not advocat-
ing any extensive grant in this
area. We've put it all on the
basis of repayable loans, where
the community could open up a
clinic available to the hospitals
of the community so that the
people in that community would
have the kind of facilities which
are so important if modern med-
ical care is to be brought to the
general public.

We need immediately a legis-
lative program designed to train
more doctors, nurses and public
health officials. Those bills are

I shall continue to introduce

in Congress! Have you written to
your congressman about this?
Have you written to your sena-
tor? Have you written to the
President of the United States
about this? It takes more than
lip service to get a medical pro-
gram, a comprehensive health
program adopted in this country.
It takes more than pious pro-
nouncements. It takes dedication,
work, and follow-through. Don’t
expecl your elected officials to
do it without your request, de-
mand, and enthusiastic support.

We have bills in Congress to
expand the medical facilities, to
train more doctors, dentists,
nurses and medical technicians.
We have bills in Congress to ex-
pand our public health, too. I
am proud to be the co-sponsor or
author of these particular bills.
In most instances Senator Hill of

labama is the main sponsor be-
cause he is chairman of the
Labor and Public Welfare Com-
mittee of the Senate.

We need scholarships to stimu-
late enrollment in medical
schools, not only federal and
state level scholarships, but priv-
ate scholarships, more voluntary
participation, more individual
participation. We need grants to
states to train practical nurses.
We also need a much greater and




expanded hospital construction
program, not only in terms of
general hospitals and in terms
of specific types of clinic.

We need hospitals for the
chronically ill, and we need
mental hospitals. We need them
desperately. When is America
going to rise out of its lethargy
about its mentally i11? There are
thousands of our fellow citizens
who need medical care. They can
be cured! They are being wasted.
‘"They're being denied the bless-
ings of good living because we
do nothing about it!

There's hardly a family in a
neighborhood that doesn't have
some cross to bear because of ill-
ness. Some crippled child, some
mentally disturbed brother or
sister or relative or friend. And
vet what we do is say we can't
afford it.

‘We can afford it! This country
wastes more money at race
tracks than it spends on its total
hospital program. We can afford
il. We spend more money for
commercial entertainment and
alcoholic beverages in one year
than the total cost of all medi-
cal care in the United States of
America. I'm not here to tell you
what you ought not to do. I will,
however, say what we should do.
If somebody says to you that we

can't afford a new hospital, our
government can’t afford a better
mental health program, you say,
“Yes we can.” When somebody
proposes a program to benefit
some poor down-and-out soul,
somebody who is sick, they say,
“Why, look at that spender! He
just doesn’t care about the treas-
ury.”

The treasury is no better than
the people. I am much more in-
terested in balanced lives than I
am in one of those double-entry
bookkeeping items in Washing-
ton. I am interested in balanced
homes, in a balanced economy,
in a balance of power in the
world, and a sense of balance
and security in our respective
households. The way we get it is
to get at these grave ills, social
and physical, that beset us. To-
day I mentioned the physical ills
that beset us and what we can
do is in our own hands. We can
do as we will, if we have the will
and determination to do it.
Thank God that Group Health
has demonstrated that determin-
tion, and may I say to you that
you must continue because you
are going to bring the blessings
of better living to thousands and
thousands of homes if you are
dedicated, and if you are willing
to crusade for what you stand for.

GRrouP HEALTH MUTUAL, INC.
GrouP HEALTH ASSOCIATION

2500 COMO AVENUE, ST. PAUL I, MINNESOTA



Address by Hon. Hubert H, Humphrey
at the 17th Annual Meeting of Croup Health

It is indeed a delight to be back here in 5t, Paul, Minnesota to speak
to my friends, officers, delegates and participants of the great Group Health
organization in this midwest. Of course I am particularly fond of the state
of Minnesota, and if I seem to emphasize the fact that we think we are sort
of responsible for all this, I hope our friends from Washington, Michigan,
Wisconsin and elsewhere will be understanding in spirit. We are not bragging
we're just stating facts. We don't want to butt in, but we would like to sort
of emphasige this,

I was happy again to share this platform with Fred Cram, your friend
ard mine for so many years, with Mayor Dillon--I know I am not supposed to
participate in local politics, and I'm not going to. I will just say it will
be awfully nice to join Mayor Dillon in July. I have always had great confidence
in the judgment of the people of St, Paul, and I shall continue to have it,
Doctor Chisholm, we ere singularly honored by your presence here in our state,
and I know that tonight you are going to speak one of the most informative
and inspiring addresses that this group has ever been privileged to hear, and
I hope that I shall be able to spernd enoush time tonight with you to at least
get in on the highlights. I have a very active day, however, Last night I
spoke in Chicago where I was the principal speaker at the Netional lonorary
Forensic Society, the Delta Sigma Hoe. They were giving us citations for some-
thing or other and there were a number there--bishops, by the way, of churches,
senators, judges of the supreme court. We had quite a day, quite an evening,
I was supposed to take the 11:10 train in. I missed it by three mimutes and
was able to get hold of a much later airplane and camein here about 3:00 a.m.
this morning. We started having our first roumd of breakfasts this morning

about a quarter to eight, and T have either been eating or talking ever since,
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and both of them I am an expert in--both my friends, armd if I have any enemies,
admit that (at least my opposition).

This is the 17th anmmual gathering of Croup Health, and I couldn't help
beiny reminded a moment ago, George, of a number of earlier meetings that I
participated in. It was nothing live this. There was the spirit, there was
the will and the desire and the determin:tion, but the membership seemed to be
Just a little bit more scattered and not quite so flourishing as I see it today.
But Ceorge Jacobson has stuck by his job and he doesn't need to be known as
Mrs. Dorothy Jacobson, either--and I have the greatest admiration for Dorothy.
If there ever was a pair that make a good team, it is George and Dorothy, and
I am proud to share in their friendship. It is a singular honor to me. George,
I want to say that your determination, your perseverence, your dedicetion ard
the dedication of your board, of your officers, and of those who have affiliated
with you have made this tremendous growth of Group Heelth possible, and here
we are today with over 50,000 families incorporated into this wonderful, voluntary
health association, over 140,000 people receiving the most up-to-date, modern
and worderful medical care that wmodern medical science can pravide, and I predict
that this is but the beginning. If the people of Minnesota should be good to
me and the Lord willing, I will be back here ten years from now, and I predict
that you will have 200,000 or more families in this organization and be serve
ing anywhere from one-fourth of a million ot one~half of & million people in
the Group Health program., HNaturally, this is all to the good, because this
is voluntary action and there is nothing more democratic, nothing more American,
nothing more pro-freedom and pro-individuvalism than when people associate
together for common good and common objectives, and that is exactly what you

have been doing, Now this new building that we are so proud of is going to
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have a modern medical clinic. It is a tribute (I won't say a monument because
a monument generally indicates something that has passed beyond or has left
us), but it surely is a testimonial to the faith and determinztion of the
people associated with Group Health to build--snd I would like to brand this
organization today as The Builders, The Creators, the people of imagination
and vision, who ere willing to do sowething for themselves, who are willing
not to wait for somebody else to pick up the burden and to suffer the responsi-
bility, but to do something for themselves. And whatever critics there are of
this organization, I would like to remind them that here we see people from
all walks of life who didn't wait to have somebody else do it for they but
who resolved that they would meet their own problems head on, ami that they
would not only meet them, but conquer them. That is what you have done., You
ought to be proud, and I hope that you are, and that you will carry this
message with pride and with humility to our friends and neighbors throughout
the whole country. I visited the Group Health activities out on the west
coast in Seattle, Washington and I surely want to tell you that they are
amazing, armd we are delighted to have representatives of your state from that
wonderful organizetion. I understand, Mr. Marble, that very shortly there is
going to be a meeting similar to this in Orand Rapids, Michigsan and the great
governor of that state, Governor Williams, will be there to bring a message
of welcome ard greetings and reaffirmation. I know that Orville Freeman would
have loved to have been here today and may I say that we are pretty good
friends and when he can't be here to bring his own greetings, I bring them
for him, and if T can't be there, he brings mine. Now this is sort of a
standing understanding.

How let me just talk to you Just a little bit about some of the medical
problems as I see them, and I want first to confess my limitations. I am not

an expert in this field; I do not claim to be. I am just an interested citiszen.
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I would seek more information so that I can know better what to do. From
your orgamization I have gained & great deal of information. I want you to
know that George Jacobson has shared with me from time to time the developments
in this organization of Group Health, kept me posted, giving me ideas on
legislation matters in Washington, and, George, it has been mighty helpful,
and I want to express publicly my appreciation and gretitude. A member of
the senate has many responsibilities. I've got to digress and tell you folks
how nice it is to get home and how much I long to get back here, but how
difficult it is. The pressures on a legislator these days are heavy.l am not
complaining., If you think I am, try to take the job away from me ard see what
happens. Cur mail is heavg; we have s large number of visitors whom we try
to see, For four months I have held hearinge or participated in hearings on
the farm bill, four months without stopping. For four weeks debates without
leaving the floor of the Senate for any period of time at all, except to have
lunch or when we recessed, and I am happy to sey that regardless of what has
been printed in the press or heard over the radio, the Congress of the United
States has done something of benefit to American agriculture, and if there
ever was a time that persevering paid off, just being plain stubborn and not
giving up, it was on this farm bill., We were licked as no group of people
were ever licked the first week, but we don't die quietly and we stayed by
our guns just like you with this organizetion despite the barrage of propa-
ganda, despite the determined efforts of those who felt to the contrary, we
were able to deliver the Wictory, and I am proud of it. And I will tell you,
my friends, there isn't anything you gain in life that you don't work for,
anything that is worthwhile, and you have to have the faith, you have to have
the belief, you have to have the dedication, you have the have the willingness
to give your a2ll or it isn't going to happen, though once in a while there may

be & miracle, Well, Georpe Jjust asked me what that means in imcome to farmers.
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It means from two and one~half to three billion dollars additional income.
Apd it is 2 good bill, But I didn't come here to talk to you about the farm
bill. There are a lot of other people talking about it. Delieve me, I want
to say that if anything ie done to it, there is going to be quite a fight
because I have spent, as one member of Congress, four long years, day and
night, hundreds of meetinge, thousands of patherings, fighting for what I
felt was a reasonable piece of farm legislation and I don't intend to have
it tipped over by editorials, columnists, commentators and vetoes. So you may
hear from me again,

Now I came here to talk to you about health and 1T am goirg to do it.
A coordinated long-range campaign in the health field is absolutely necessary,
ladies and gentlemen, to turn the tide against the devastating cost of disease
and sickness, The cost to this country every year because of ill health
(mueh of which could be prevented and much of which could be cured more readily)
and the total cost to the Americen economy is $30,000,000,000 at & minimum.
Now if we want to do somethirg to bolster up the overall economic strength
of this country, let us attack this problem and attack it vigorously. T regret
to say thet there is little show of concern at the govermmental levels in the
United States today about this problem and, lest anybody misinterpret me, I
am not one who believes that the federal govermment should do all of it., T
am not one who believes that the federal govermment should see to it that
everybody is taken care of as e would like to be taken care of. I believe
that in America the principle of voluntary association can work, does work,
and ought to be promoted to work, and government has the role of encouraging
the proper type of enviromment for our great voluntary groups, our cooperatives,
our splendid organizations of people uniting and working together for common
pUrposes.

Now there are four basic probleme of health which face American society.

I mentioned these to you, I believe, in my speech of 1954. Those problems are
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still with us. I mentioned them then and they're still here, and they're here
in an aggraveted enviromment. First, the high cost of medical care. Fow for
those who can afford it (and there are meny, do not misunderstand me) it is
not high, but T would remind you that in the most prosperous year of our
econony, one-sixth of the American people are living on vhat we call a sub=
sistence income or lesse-one-sixth of the ‘merican families, ladies and
gentlemen! We have not banished poverty from our midst., Ve do not have
economic equality yet in our country.Wete made tremendous strides, tremendous
gains, and no country in the world can claim the accomplishments that we have
already been able to fulfill, But this should not prevent us, nor impede us
from moving forward. I am a liberal in politics and I hope in my general
orientation and attitude, end I say that there are always new challenges,
there are always new horizons, there are new problems that have to be met.
There's 2lways work for yet unborn generations. The interesting thing about
democratic living is that work is never dore, that there's something yet to Dbe
dore, and we must establish higher standards of performance ard accomplishments
each year, each decade, each generation, each eentury. This keeps the old
spirit warm, and keeps you wanting to do your job.

The first problem, as I say, is the high cost of medical care. The
second, and very serious, problem in health matters is the maldistribution,
the improper or the inadequate distribution of medical facilities. Ladies
and gentlemen, over 1,000 counties in the United States of America have no
public health services whatsoever. There are thousands of communities in
this courtry that are without doctors. There are a larger number without hos=-
pital facilities. But the fact that there are over a thousand counties withe-
out publie health facilities is a shocking fact. Now fortunately in Congress
in recent years we have tried to do something about this, by extra funds and

appropriations to expand our public health work.
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The third bssic problem is the shortage of qualified persornnel, Modern
medical science requires highly competent, technically trained, scientifically
traired people, and there's no use of blinking our eyes to the fact or trying
to say that it isn't here, that it doesn't exist. The truth is that there is
a great shortage of doctors, dentists, nurses, medical technicians, sanitary
engineera, public health officers, in the United States of America to meet our
standards. /And, ladies and gentlemen, there's an even greater shortage if we
are going to do what we are going to be compelled to do, if we're going to
win this struggle for freedom. There's an even greater shortage of these
traired seientists and techinicians and medical officers if we are going to
conduct an effective irternstional program. 1 said to an audience last night
that the Soviet Union (and ladies and gentlemen, let's not blink our eyes to
the accomplishments that have taken place there. OSenator William Benton, former
senator from Connecticut, spent some six weeks to two months studying nothing
but Soviet educetion and communicetion and he came back with startling reports,
as have others), the Soviet Union is outstripping us todsy in the development
and the education of scientists and techniciens, and whet's more, every young
man or woman who goes in to a scientific program of training and education is
required to give three years of his life to any place of service where his
government sends him. They have a distinct adventage, then, in this cold war,
in this conflict of ideologies, in this new strategy of theirs of the smile
on the one hand and effective infiltration and movement of economics arxi social
patterns on the other., UNow here we are, free Americans, and if we sre going to
meet this challenge, we are going to have to do it with the prineiple of volun-
tarism. And I ask you, wherc &re we going to get the technicians? Where are
we going to get the doctors? Where are we going to get the nurses, the health
officers, and the others to do our job, to meet this threat, or this competition,

put it that way, unless we tool up for the job? The philosophy of scarcity
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has no room in the modern world. We ought to be thinking in terms of abundance
of every conceivable attribute of our economy. Abundarce of food and fibres,
eabundance of manufactured and procedsed goods, aburndance of education, abundance
of qualified, trained personrel. Abundance, my friends, is the word--the
watchword today of a2 progressive, free society, and we've got to get rid of
these antiquated, ouvtdated, ill-conceived thoupghts of scarcity, of giving

many benefits to a few and denying the many, or providing for the many just

a few of the benefits of life.

Ard finally, the fourth basic problem, as I see it, today is the need
to expend research. We can do it. Oh, how I wish &8ll of you could see those
great netional institutes of health in Washington, D. C, Just yesterday before
I left to fly out last night to Chicago, three of the doctors from the Meyo
Clinic were in my office and they said they had come of their own hoping to
visit the pgreat national institutes of health, Wonderful facilities. This is
your govermment., Wonderful research going on in those fabulous scientific
experimental leaboratories, but we need more of it. Ladies and gentlemen, I
say to you that it is false economy to cut health budgets, and you ought to
know that they've bLeen cut! I can't emphasize the political part of this,
but facts are facts. The truth is that budget after budget in recent years
hag cut heart research, cancer research, mental health research, neurological
disease research, This isn't the wey that you make America strong. You pinch
& penny and lose a life, Thank goodness the Congress has seen fit to restore
some of those untimely aml vnwise cuts. But Congress will do no more than you
want it to do. Congress is representative govermment and what I'm beginning
to worry sbout is the people are becoming somewhat unconcerned azbout what we
are doing in Congress. There's been an atmosphere in recent years that we

ought not to discuss these things, that there ought not to be any controversy.
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Ladies and gentlemen, controversies, conflicts of ideas are the very life~
blood of a free society. And we ought to be talking, we ought to be undere
sterding, we oupht to seek out facts. I haven't heard from s doszen people
in the state of Minresota, with the exception of doctors and university pro-
fessors in the field of medicine, about health problems in the last year. Is
it any wonder the the Congress isn't doing anything in the field of health
legislation? There seems to be no problem. And don't tell me that the
problens aren't here! Because I've traveled about this country enough to
know that there are serious problems of health, serious problems of air
pollution, serious problems of water contaminatione-Imagine, for example, the
mighty Potomac, the beautiful Potomec, the most polluted river in the United
States of America, flowing ri ht through the nation's capital! And here stands
the United States telling the people over in Iran and in Iraq that they ought
to clean up the EFuphrates. I suggest we clean up the Potomac, as & beginning.
I am convinced that what we rneed is an all-out effort, a stepped-up
effort, of federal, state ard local govermment, private groups, medical schools,
doctors, health associa ions, all worling together. There is no conflict of
interest here. If we cuit fighting and concentrate on the common objectives,
how much better we would be., I don't think many Americans really apprecizte
the role of the federal government in such matters, ard I wilitell you what
I did before T came out here. I wrote to the Library of Congress. (It's an
amazing institution. Any time you think your senator really knows something,
you know he got it Trom the Library of Congress. And anytime gny of you want
to know something on & complicated problem, let us know and we'll get it from
the Library of Congress. It's ore of the greatest institutions of research
and learning in the fields of the humanities, in the social sciences, in the
sciences, in the world.) When I wrote them I said I would like to have a

little review of the federal govermment's role in health matters. And, of
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course, I got a document that was about a hundred and sixty some pages long,
and I shall only read about 14O of them to you right now. No, I paraphrased
it, and I've condensed it down to about a page and a half. First of all,

in broad principles, the United States govermment has participated very
extensively in the nation's health activities in a great variety of ways,
going way back, There's nothing new about this. Fvery time I hear someone
say, "When the government getes involved, it's socialism," I say, "Are you
calling George Washington a socialist? DBecause remember, the United States
Public Health Service started right off with the first administration of the
govermment, right out with the beginning of this republic. And I just can't
believe that George was & Marxist or a socislist, and I kind of figure he was
pretty much a 100% American, but he knew we needed health care."

Pirst, yor federal govermment participates by the direct provision
of health services, construction and maintenance of facilities, and the con-
duct of research. Secondly, extensive grents of funds to states, chiefly for
aid in medical care and certain public assistance grants, for comstruction of
hospitels and for aid to the public health programs. Thirdly, grants of
fellowshipe to individuals and private organizations for health research.
Fourthly, the regulation of envirormental conditions which could impair health
(they could do something more out in Los Angeles with the smog). Five, plan-
ning and aid related to health care during disasters. And finally, your
federal govermment makes extensive contributions to health programs of other
nations, to foreign economic assistence and international or multilateral
health activities. And, George, I think you may recall when I was privileged
to address the Citigzens' Committee for the World Health Orgenization in
Kansas City in November on this very topic (it's a thrilling topic), I just
became so filled up with it--to know that we've been able to help other

people, to save their lives. And fellow Americans, you ought to be proud
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you ought to be proud that your govermment has really practiced the spirit

of the Good Ssmaritan. Ve have saved the lives of millions and millions of
children in this world, by our govermment, by our science, or by the applica=-
tion of science, which is somewhat universal., Ard I am so proud that I have
been able to live in this decade, in a decade in which we are led to believe
that there is more sin and evil than ever before, and in which I believe
there's been more good than ever before. And I tell you, if you don't believe
it, you read Winstor Churchill's writings in LIFL magaszine about how those

old British kings and French kings used to live, and the nobility. They were
constantly assassinating ome another, they were in constant war and struggle
and intrigue. Thank goodness we now live in an era of human history which is
somewhat motivated and filled by the love of man and by faith in God, end I
think those sre two acceptable and pretty well universally accepted principles.
To be sure, at tives we deviate, but we know when we do that we're wrong., And
your govermment, your great organization of cooperatives, our labor movement,
yes, our business groups, have spent hundreds of thousands, yea, millions of
dollars to alleviate the sufferings of our fellowmen and women throughout the
world, It's good. We ought to be proud. Instead some say we wasted ite-
waste goes into the garbage can. Who doesn't waste? It's an old American
custom, As a matter of fact, if we didn't waste a bit, business wouldn't be
80 good.

How here are some other facts: About 7,000,000 of us, fellow Americans,
red~blooded, healthy Americans, are fully entitled to receive 2ll of our medical
care from federal agencies=-7,000,000, These are chiefly members of the armed
forces, veterans with service-connected disabilities, and many, many more with
non-gervice commected disabilities, And T am glad. I think it's good. And

I am happy that our veterans hospitale have improved. I am happy that the
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quality of medical care is better, and 1 am happy to say that the goverment

of the United States is not going to remege on its obligations to the veterans.
of the United States of America. Between LO and 50 per cent of all medical
research experditures in /merica are now urderwritten or contributed by the
federal govermment--between LO and ©0 ver cent of all medical research, by

your federal govermment. In 1953 the federally owned and operated hospitals
accounted for 13 per cent of the nmationfs hospital bed capscity. It is up

to about 1 per cent now, with state and local govermments, 58 per cent. So
over 70 per cent of all the hospital beds in the United States of /America

are owned by federal, state, and local govermments=--owned and operated, I

don't know what you want to call that. But I want to say to you, my friends,
they work just as good and they're serving people, All to the good., In
addition from 1946 to 1955 federal grants under the Hill-Burton Act for hospital
construction were over $700,000,000. And this year amother $100,000,000 or

more will be added, so that at the end of 1956 approximately $800,000,000 of
federal funds, texpayers fumds, will have gone into hospitals. Now this repre=-
sents one-third of the total construction cost of all new hospitals participating
under this progrem since 1947. And your federal govermment is doing wonderful
things today in the field of atomic energy. Only yesterday, Thursday,morning,

we had Mr. Murray, the senior member of the Atomic Znergy Commission, before

our special committee on disarmament. We asked him questions sbout bhe peaceful
use of atomic energy, and, ladies and gentlemen, there are yet wonders to be
unfolded in this tremendous development of atomic energy and fisionable meterials,
in the field of nuclear science, new miracles that are yet to be brought teo

the attention of the American people. I think that we are entering upon a
wornderful era, if we can but keep peace and concentrate our attention on building
rather than destroying.

Now the average federal expenditures (and T am tryi s to mae this e
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little educational as well as rhetorical), the average federal expenditures
for 1953 and 'SL and into '55 for international orgenizations in the field

of health were between 12 and 13 millions of dollars, about $12,700,000. Yow
this made up half, L9 per cent, of the totel health budget of all of these
international organizetionse-World Health Organization, UNICEF (United Netions
Internationsl Children's Emerpency Fund). And ladies and gentlemen, what a
wonderful organizetion! If you want to sometime read a thrilling story, read
of the work of UNICEF. In our own program of ICA, International Cooperative
Alliance, we've helped in country after country to establish public health
offices, senitetion facilities. Your govermment has done this. In additien,
the federal goverment spent an average of about 30,000,000, or about twice
as much as on the internstionzl level just for our direct foreign health aid
through our own immediate efforts. Total federal health expenditures in 195k
were §{2,200,000,000«~that's what your govermment spent! This is 3 per cent
of the total federal budget for 195k, and if you add disability and compensation
matters in 1t, it emounts to about 6 per cent of the total federal budget.

So may T say to you we're doing quite a little, and yet there is so
muich more to be done. HNow this wide-spread participation by governrent has not,
as you end I know, succeeded in finding all the answers, so there's more to do.
Our total medical care bill zlone, just medical care, not involving loss of
employment, is $15,000,000,000 & year at 2 minimum, This total expenditure
has quadrupled in the last 2% years, ard the per capita expenditure has tiebled
and the proportionste totel spent from taxes more than doubled. There's about
5 per cent of our total metiornal income going for medical purposes. Now the
underlying demand for these increases in expenditures will continue to expand
and I shall approve of these demends. lNow sbout 6 per cent of our people are

sharing in some form of health insurance. Millions who now have a little health
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insurance want more of it, and millions who have no health insurance want some

of it. The non-profit plens, such as the one here that we are discussing, the

great Group Health program, sponsored by unions, employers, cooperatives, or

conmunities, are meling steady but real headway ss is witnessed by this gathering.
low ladies and gentlemen, as I bring this to a conclusion (and I know

that time has run out), I would just like to mention one or two immediate ime

proyements thet I think we could make., I said a while ago that we had a mal-

distribution of medical facilities and a shortage of dectors. We have about

200,000 physiciens todey attempting to serve 165,000,000 American people, and

s T pointed out, rural communities by the thousands have no doctors or hospitals.

Rural America simply hesn't had in many instances the opportunity to benefit, or

to utilize the benefits of modern medicine. And yet two-thirds of the counties

of the United States of America arc predominently rural., 1 have tried to help

a little bit in this through the cooperaticn and assistance of the cooperatives

of Awerica,,(Jerry Voorhis has worked with me on thie problem perticularly) and

I have offered a bill about which I have talked to this organization on other

occasions, known as the Voluntary lMedical or Heelth Facilities Bill, How I

wish we could get it passed! I'm going to tell you somethinge-it will never

pass until the people want it. I shall cortinue to introduce it as long as

I am in the Senate, because I believe in it., What this Voluntery liealth

Facilities Bill does is to make available federal furds for purposes of loans

on the principle of the R.E.A., 35 year loans at 3 per cent interest for voluntary

non-profit groupe et a community level to build & community cliniec, to provide

a modern medical laboratory, te provide a limited mmber of hospitel beds--siyx,

ten or twelve, what may be necessary for the needs of that community in an

emergency fashion., And it seems to me that the Voluntsry Health Facilities

program is so essentiel if we're going to broaden the base of modern medical

care. Ard I hope that you continue to have your interest in it apd not let it

subside, All of these loans are repayable., I am not advocating any extensive
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grant in this area. I think, George, that you mentioned to me once that in
my first bill there were grants involved, but we've put it all on the basis
of loans, repayable loans, where the commurity could open up a clinic availeble
to the hospitals of the community so that the people in that community would
have the kind of facilities which are so important if modern medicel care is
to be brought to the general public.

How as I conclude this message, let mo say this: We need immediately
a legislative program designed to trein more doctors, nurses and public health
officials., Amd, ladies and gentlemen, those bills are in Congress! Have you
written to your congressman about this? Have you written to your senator? Have
you written to the President of the United States about this? It takes more
than lip service to get a medical program, a comprehensive health program
adopted.in this country. It takes more than pious pronouncements, It takes
dedication, work, ard follow=-through. Don't expect your elected officials to
do it without your request, demand, and enthusiastic support. We have bills
in Congress to expard the medical facilities, to train more doctors, dentists,
nurses and medical technicians. We have bills ir Congress to expand our public
health, too, I am proud to be the co-sponsor or suthor of these particular
bills. In most instances Senator Hill of Alsbama is the main sponsor because
he is chairman of the labor znd Public Welfare Committee of the Senate. We
need scholarships to stimulate enrollment in medical schools, not only for
federal and state level scholarships, but private scholarships, more voluntary
participation, more individual participation. We need grants to states to train
practical nurses. We also need & much greater and expanded hospital costruction
program, not only in terms of general hospitels an! in terms of a specific type
of elinic, but we need hospitals for the chronically 111, ladies and gentlemen,
and we need mental hospitals. We need them desperately. When is America going

to rise out of its lethargy about its mentelly 111? This is e disgrace., There
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are thousands of our fellow citisens who need medical csre. They can be cured!
They are being wasted. They're being denied the blessings of good living. VWhy?
Because we do nothing to stop it! We talk, talk, talk about the mentally ill
and we're short of hospital facilities. There's hardly a family in a neighbor-
hood that doesn't have some cross to hear because of illness. Some crippled
child, some mentelly disturbed brother or sister or relative or friend. And
yet what we do s say we can't afford it. Ladies and gentlemen, we can afford
it! This country wastes more money at race tracks than it spernds on its total
hospital program. We cam afford it. We spend more money for commercial enter-
tainment and alcoholic beverages in one year then the total cost of all medical
care in the United States of America. I'm not here to tell you what you ought
not to do. I am here, however, to say what we should do. I'm here to tell

you that there are things we can do and you're doing it, to be sure, but you
may see somebody that you can talk to about this. So if somebody seys to you
that we can't afford 2 new hospital, our govermment can't afford a better mental
health program, you say, "Yes we can.," I'm not one that doesn't believe in
foreign aid or militery security, as you know, because I do. DBut, ladies and
gentlemen, just recently Isaw an exhibition of what you call mismanagement

with over $300,000,000 worth of planes that were constructed and will never

fly an inch off the ground because they put too small an engine in the planes,
and T didn't hear much protest from the public. I didn't get two letters from
the whole state of Minnesota. And yet when somebody proposes a program to benefit
some poor down-and-out soul, somebody that is sick, they say, "Why, look at that
sperder! He just doesn't care about the treasury." But the treasury is no
better than the people. I am much more interested in balanced lives, ladies

and gentlemen, than I am in one of those double-entry bookkeeping entries in

Washington., /And T am interested in balanced homes, in a balanced economy, in
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& balamce of power in the world, and a sense of balance of security in our
respective households. And the way we get it is to get at these grave ills,
socizl and physical ills that beset us. Today I mentioned the physical ills
that beset us and what we can do is in our own hands. We can do as we will,

if we have the will and determination to do it. Thank God that Group Health
has demonstrated that determination, and may T say to you that you must continue
because you are going to bring the blessings of better living to thousands

and thousands of homes if you are dedicated, end if you ere willing to erusade

for what you stand for.
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NATION MUST TURN TIDE AGAINST HUGE HEALTH LOSSES, SENATOR HUMPHREY SAYS

A co-ordinated, long-range natipn-wide campaign to "turn the tide against our
devastating $30 billion annual health costs in human suffering and economic loss"
was called for by Semator Hubert H. Humphrey (D.,Minn.) yesterday in an address be-
fore the Group Health Institute benquet in St. Paul.

"Four basic problems of health which faced American society when I last addres-
sed this group two years ago have not diminished," Senator Humphrey declared.
These problems were and still are:
"l. the high cost of medical care;
"2. the mal-distribution of medical facilities;
"3. the shortage of qualified personnel;
"L. the need to expand research and conquer dissase.

"I am convinced that nothing short of an all-out effort on the federal, state,

and local level can tura the tide against this challenge," Senator Humphrey de-
clared.

All of this is true, the Senator continued, "despite the very considerable re-
cord which the federal government in particular has made in the whole field in re-
cent years to assist the states, the voluntary agencies, and our great medical pro-
fession in promoting better health."

In a comprehensive review of the present scope and significance of Federal
participation in health activities, Scnator Humphrey stated that many americans do
not fully appreciate the role which has already been staked out for Federal assis=-

tance in the health field.

"The United States Government has participated in the nation's health activi-
ties in a great variety of ways. Included among them are (1) the direct provision
of health services, construction and maintenance of facilities, and conduct of re-
search; (2) grants to states chiefly for aid in the medical care of certain public
assistance clients, for construction of hospitals, and for aid to public health pro-
grams; (3) grants and fellowships to individuals and private (chiefly non-profit)
organizatlions for health research; (h) regulation of environmental conditions
which could impair health; (5) planning and aid related to health care during dis-
asters; (6) contributions to health programs of other nations through foreign
economic assistance and international or multi-lateral health activities."

Senator Humphrey summarized:. the over-all picture of Federal health activities

during the past ten years as follows:

"About 7 million of us are fully entitled to receive our medical care from
Federal agencies (chiefly members of the Armed Forces and veterans with service=
connected disabilities). Between 4O and 50 percent of all medical research expen-
ditures in America are contributed by the Federal Government. In 1953 Federally
owned and operated hospitals accounted for 13 percent of the nation's hospital bed
capacity with State and local government hospitals accounting for an additional 58
percent.

"In addition, from 1946 to mid-1954, Federal grants under the Hospital Survey
and Construction (Hill-Burton) program of about $630 million were made to about
one-third of all non-Federal hospitals constructed during this period. They accoun-
ted, for this group of new hospitals given grants, for éout one-third of total con-
struction costs. Regulatory activities of the Federal government extended over a
rumber of foods, drugs and other therapeutic preparations, over safety in public
transportatinn, and, to a lesser degree, over industrial safety and health. There
was an increasing impact of atomic and nuclear energy on both Federal research
activities and disaster planaing.
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"Average Federal expenditures of $12.7 million in 1953 and 1954 for health
ractivities of iInternational organizations, while appearing to be rather modest,
made up almost half (49%) of the total health budgets of these organizations. In
addition, the Federal government spent an average of $23.9 million, or not quite
twice as much, in direct foreign health aid through the Foreign Operations Adminis-
tration. Total Federal health expenditures.in 1954 of almost $2.2 billion repre-
sented about 3 percent of the total Federal budget forl95k. If disability pension
and compensation payments of about $2 billion are added to health expenditures,
this total would represent about 6 percent of the Federal budget."

But this widespread intervention of government has not yet succeeded in achiev-
ing an adequate answer to our major national health problems, Senator Humphrey de-
clared. "The popular demand for medical service is one of the most important and
inescapable new elements in the situation. Our tosal medical care bill is now
about $15 billion a year. The total expenditure has quadrupled during the last 25
years, the per capita expenditure has trebled, the proportion of the total spent
from taxes has more than doubled, and a larger percentage (5% instead of L%) of our
total national income goes for medical purposes. The underlying demanés for these
increases in expenditure will continue, and I approve of those demands," the
Senator stated.

"About 60§ of our people are reached by some health in-
surance, but the dominant kinds of health insurance
plans open the door only to limited medical services
and provide only partial protection against medical
costs. Millions who now have a little health insur-
ance want more of it. Millions who have no health
insurance want some of it. Non-profit plans sponsored
by unions, employers, cooperatives, or communities are
making slow by real headway in their endeavor to demon-
strate that comprehensive medical services and hogpit-
alization are insurable at reasonable cost when pro-
fessional services and consumers' payments are both
organized for that purpose. I think it should be the
obligation of government at all levels to assist

these voluntary methods," the Senator continued.

Senator Humphrey noted the special problems of health insurance for the aged,
disability insurance, tax=-supported mental health services, and ingurance pro-
grams for government employees. He emphasized the various devices which have been
employed and may be enlarged to meet various health problems: tax examption for
medical expenses, the issue of insurance vs. taxation, dealing directly with the
shortage of professional personnel and facilities, aiding medical and dental school
floances, providing federal assistance for Public health. He stressed the economic
values of certain health legislation: the significance of rehabilitiation, indus-
trial health services, sclentific research. He gave a detailed report on his own
activities in the health legislative field during the present 84th Congress. At
the moment, legislation is pending or has been completed in Congress on seven
measures sponsored or co-sponsored by Senator Humphrey.

"I am earnestly hopeful for action on these bills during the present session
of Congress," Senator Humphrey stated.

"But values as well as the limits of legislation in health matters musb be
recognized," the Senator concluded. "Educational work is as important as legis-
lative, and must be directed towards both the consumers and the providers of ser-
vices. Sound technical guidance in the organization of services and in effective
and economical methods of prepayment should come from specialists employed by
non-profit agencies, private or public, rather than from commercial sources. Since
health programs are now clearly matters of public concern, educational efforts
must inform and guide us in the light of practical expertence so that legislation
by national and state governments may be consistent with the meintenance of personal
responsibility for health, with the continued operation and promotion of voluntary
agencies, with professional freedom safeguarded, and with an improved rate of
scientific advaace in the entire medieal field."
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