Ledies end gentlemen, and fellow-Minnesotans:

¥We have & little smorgasbomd for you today. There are 5o many
important pleces of legislation coming wp that I waat to touch on
several of them in the budef time we have today. I also want %o
w;mmmmmwmmmmm
Bariklay of Kentucky.

ses

A%t last there scems to be penoral sgreement on the highway
construction legislation which will mean 8o much to the economy
and defense of the netion end will help s0 greatly in reducing the
eppalling accident rates. As you may know, the House of Representatives
agproved the Federal Highway Act of 1956 by & tremendous vobe of 388
t0 19, As I record this progrem today in my office the Senmte Public
Works Coemittee is considering thle bill and is expectsd to pass it

on to the full Senate within a few days.
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Broadly speaking, the bill suthorizes & thirteen-yesr, fifty-one
end e half billion dollar program of Federal-State highway construction.

But let's see what this means to Minnesota.

It means first of all thet Mionesota would be entitled this
July 1 to $42 milldon in Foderel assistance for imterstete, primery,
secondery, wrben end rwal route oonstruction. This would exactly
double the smount Minnesota is receiving under existing Pederel-ald
highway legislation. During the following yesr, Federal assistance
would emount to $53.2 millicn, and then to $60 milliom in Fiscal 1959,

Over the entire l3-year period, Mimmesota would receive almost
three-quarters of a hillion dollars in Federal funds for highway
constructlon.

And this is important ~- two-thirds of this amowt, or sbout
$500 million, would be allocsted on & J-1 metching basis for the
construction of 856 intersiste higiways in Mimesota. Thet meens
that Mlrmesota would pay only 10 percent of the cost of this more

than 800 miles of new cross-country highway through Minnesota.
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The remaining $250 million over the next 13 years would be allocated
for use on the regulsr Federal-aid routes in Minnesota -- on the
regular 50-50 sharing betveen State and Federel.

How,how is this great progrem going to be peid for?

Basically, by the people who use the higlways -- On @ pay-8s-you-go
basis. It will mean & penny per gallon tax increase on gasoline,
specigl motor fuel end diesel fuel. It will also push the tax on
tires and cameldack (for retresding cld tires) wp three cents per
pound .

An increased menufectuwrers' tax on trucks, buses, truck trailers
and similar vehicles will pay part of the cost. 8o will & nev anmual
tax of §1.50 per 1000 pounds of "tawsble gross weigit" for trucks and
buses weighing over 26,000 pounds vhich use the highweys.

This legislation is badly needed, for we all kuov what o
stranglehiold owr present inadequate system now is on the economy,

and each of us is deeply disturbed by the appalling autonobile
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accident rate ~- with tens of thousanis of deaths each year -- =0
mwh of it preventable by wisely-plenned highway comstruction.

I shall do all I can to see that the Senate moves speedily to
consider end pass this necessary legislistion.

® e

I an swe that every parent will be interested in the fact that
I om doing my best to see thet the Congress sppropriates funds for
2 greetly expended school lunch program. For the fourth year in
& rov the Administration has come tO the Congress asking for the
same egpropriation for this program to provide good, healthful school
lunches to our children through the wse of surplus food stocks.

Yet, our school population will have grown by next year fionm
32 million of four yesrs ego to more than 30 million -~ sn increase
of 16 percent. Furthermove, the present school lunch progvem covers

less than @ third of our school children.
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The net effect of the Administretion’s refusal to expand the
Federal portion of the school lunch progrem has been that state and

grester and greater share of the cost. In Mimesots, for example,
the Federal share of each school lunch has been dropped since 1952
from gbout 5 or 6 cants per luach dows to 3 or & cauts.

The school lunch progrem is one of the finest mmanitarisn
projects which the Foderal Goverament has ever joined. It has
provided o means to make good use of our food shundance. Bub
moot of all, it has contributed grestly to the health and
vell<being of owr childven. It ceems a real shame t0 me that rather
then eupanding the school lunch progrenm as the school population has
expanded, the Administration hes been content to "mark time". That
is vhy I asked the Senste Appropristions Comittee this week to
raios the bulget request for the school luwnch program from
approxinately $83 million to §125 million. This would et least
restore the efbctivensss of the progrem per pupil as it was in 1952.

L B B
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All during this wesk I have been meoting with the Semate Agriculture
Comittee in o Duwrther effort to develop a now famn bill which will give
some help ©0 the farmer and yet be accepbeble to the President. By
the time you hear this btrondcast the Senate mey hawe talen action on
this bill. I am presently offering & mmber of amendments which I hope
will improve the House bill,

In the bill at the moment are the provisions for e soil bank,
waich I have consistently advocated, and which until early this year,
the Secretory of Agricylture refused to consider. The most important
provisions of the bill sent last month to the President ave no longer
in the present bill, for he has indicated he will veto egain any bill
wiieh would provide 90 pereent of price supports on the basic conmodities.

In the meantime, I have imtyoduced & new bill wvhich would do much
%o preserve family farmming in Americs -- by liberalizing and broadening
the present laws on farm credit.
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farcers. Bub now that the President has blocked our best efforts to

restore farm income to & better degree of egmlity, at least we can
help tide farmers over this emergency period. One way is to broaden
the avallability of credit, and make repayment of farwm loans easier
by setting wp & repayment plan closer to the edility to pay, year by
year.

Money 1o getting hexvier and harder to get for farwers, sad many
(especially the young farmere just getting started) are rumming into
real dirficulties becsuse of & loss of capital.

This bill would grestly broaden the euthority snd functions of the
Forvers Home Administration. Pirst: by providing needed evedit for

LAY
um-—-l:uam

sgriculture and who are suffering from the ecomomdc distress of the

foam depresaion.
reonds by suthorizing o speclal program to eliminate rural

poverty in the nation's 500 most poverty-stricken rurel countles.
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Thirds by lowvering the weximm interest rate and permitiing larger
logas.

Fauwrth: by directing the Secretary of Agriculture to resctivate

Fifths by suthorizing use of a camplete "varisble repeyment plan”,
80 that & farmer Wo borrovs mongy under the plan muy pey it beck
accoriing to the way his income varies -- mare in & good crop year
and lses in & bad year.

The Muministretion las just talmn steps to ralse the interest rate
throughout the country -« on the grownds that it would cowsteract
inflation. Bub out in the farwming evess -- 66 you well know -- the
moblen i not inflstion; but depression. Thet is vhy I have
introduced this bill to lower interest rates to farmers, aud whiy so
many Scnators have come o my syport. I have real hope that this bill

will pass the Con gress end be sent to the President.



Last veek the Senate recessed for several days in memory of
the passing of one of the grend old men of the Congress -- a great
liberal and former Vice-President of the United States. I was proud
to call Alben Barkiey my friend -~ my greatly respected and beloved
friend. It vas my privilege to attend his funeral services last
week st Paducah, Kentucky.

You all knew and loved him as "The Veep” -~ & colorful and
bumorous story-teller, s amiling end kindly gentleman.

He vas a good friend of Minnesota. Many times -- both as a Senstor
and Vice~President -~ he shered with us his profound knowledge of
govermment and politics, and above all, his kindness, understending

and friendship. We Minnesotans will look to and remember the bright
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spots that were his official visite to Mimnnesota in 1948, his joining
in the 1949 Aquatennial celebration at Minnespolis, and his tour of
Duluth in 1951.

Yes, Alben Barkley loved life and loved people.

Yet under the gay, delightful exterior of Alben Barkley beat
the strong heart of a dedicated public servant. Working up from
lable beginnings in his home state of Kemtucky, Senator Barkley
was to become & fdend of President Wilson and & leader in the
World Wer I and post-war Congress. He wes to be one of the pillars
of stvgngth in the Congress during the dark days of the depression.
His experience and skill in legislative matters, his personal chaym,
and his dedicated devotion to the good of his fellow man were strong
influences in the shaping of those badly-needed reforms that put

this nation back on its feet in the thirties.
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From President Roosevelt on down, the leaders of the New Deal
Adnmdnistration locked to Alben Berkley to lead their program through
the Congress. The legislation of the first 100 days of the Hew Deal,
the Wegner Act vhich emancipated labor, the great Soclal Security Act
of 1935, the Civilian Conservetion Corps vhich tock so many of our
youngsters off the city streets and put them out-of'-doors in our
netional parks and forests, the magnificent system of public works to
vidch we owe 80 many of owr fine schools, roads and public buildings --
in all of the great humanitarian achievements of the Hew Deal,

Alben Barifey played a leading role.

During VWorld War II, as the Senate Majority Leader, he was a rock
of strength. Without him, lend«lease might have been postponed until
too late.

With the end of the war in sight, Alben Bariiey twmed willingly
to the great tasks of building a secure and lasting world peace.

He was one of the earliest and most powerful supporters of the United

Hations, leading the debate on the United Hations Charter ratification.
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Today, with our participation in the United Hations accepted as a
matter of fact, 1t is Aifficult o recall just how hard a battle
had to be fought to brisg the United States into this official family
of nstions after a hunired and £ifty years of relative isolation.
Senator Barkley's long chempionship of & constructive foreign policy ==
the Tmmen Plan vhich rolled the Commmists back from Greece and
Turkey in 1948, the Marshall Plan, the North Atlmntic Treaty
Organization, Reeiprocal Trade, Point Fowr --contriduted in no
enall way to the initiation and support by the Congress of these
magnificent programs developed during his term as Semate Majority
Leader, end finally, as President Trumsn's sble Vice-President.

The difficult Koresn War period found him again & great public
servant and embassador of good will, working to strengthen our
allisnces, encouraging owr friends, giving heart to cwr own

people,
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It would taks far longer then & short broadcast to list all the
accaplisiments of this grost Auevicon. But he swwed wp his 1ifetime
of honor and service in the words with wiich he fell.
Be sadd, "2 would retber be & servant in the houss of the Lord
then to sit in the sest of the mighty."
That was Alben Barkley -- & great snd wnselfish men, Bis pessing

is & sad loss to the United States Semate and to his country.

L B R &
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rcatcast) Waek of Ny 25-31, 1956

Ladies and gentlemen, and fellow-Minnesotans:

Almost five months of this second session of the Bighty-Fourth
Congress have gone by, We are less than ten weeks away from
adjournment. And it has been & busy session from the very first
week in January.

I think it may be interesting to look back at the legislature
record of the whole Congress -~ both sessions. It will give you some
idea of the enormously complicated problem which your Senstor faces
in keeping abreast of new legislation .

Up through May 18, more than %300 bills and resolutions had been
introduced in the Senate since Januery of 1955. Over 12,500 had been
introduced in the House of Representatives. Many of these bills are

of relatively small importance. Yet, a great many of them represent
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attention and study.

Only in the past two weeks & mmber of important pieces of legis-
lation,which have undergons long and intensive study in committees,
mmmmmmmawmmmmw_
the Senate or are awaiting action any day now.

The new farm bill, of course, will have been sent to the President
before you hesr this broadeast. As I record this broadcast, the
conferces represeating the House and the Senate are deciding on a
bill on which both the House end the Senste can sgree. I should
like to come back in a few minubes to discuss the farm bill with
you at some length. It is most important thet not only owr farmers
in Minnesota, but also ouwr Main Street merchents, and our ¢ity workers

this new bill does.



COPRPY

But let us take a few moments to cover briefly two or three of
the other really importeat bills which sve now getting action.

Inprovemente in owr Social Security program vhich will affect
most of us directly or indivectly are written into the bill vhich
will probably be reported out of the Senate Finance Committee this
week. BSome important sections of my original eleven-point program
to improve the social secwrity structure have been incorporated in
the form of amendmente to the bill now before the Cammittee.

Anong these amendments, are provisions to extend old age and
survivors' insurance to dentistc and lawyers, and %o decrease the
eligibility age for women from G5 to 62.

Theve is sone disagreement as to whether the age should be
lowered for all women or just for widows. It is possibls that the
Senate Commities version will restrict this only to widows, but if
this ocours, I plan to fight herd on the Benate floor %o make sure

that gll eligible women are pald old-age benefits at the age 62.
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I am disappointed that my proposals to ralse the benefit payments
for our aged and disatled under the Soeisl Becurity program have not
been adopted by the Camittee; nor has my proposal to provide
disabllity payments t0 permanently and totelly disabled perscns
at the age of 50. Again, it may yet be possible to have these
provisions adopted es emendments én the Senate floor.

While I had hoped the bill would provide broeder benefits for
all congenitally dissbled children, at least provision is made to
contiuue bensfits after age 10 to dissbled children of cld-age
beneficiaries or of parewts who died when insured under OASI.

AlL in all, the nev provisions will strengthen our system,
end will meks life for meny of cur people in the twilight years
more coufortable and hegpy.

I think we will all sgree that Social security has been one

of the bappiest wndertakinge of our Federal Govermment, & tremendous
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success and & splendid testimony to the ability of enlightened

democratic government to solve $he age-old problem of poverty in
the later years.

Still, we should bot be combent with what we bave. We can
vemedy. That is what we exe heve for, and that is why I intend

%o continue to work to perfect our system of Social Security.

-

How, there are two other important bills coming before the
Senabte this week and next. One of them is the Housing Bill, which
camo oub of the Semate Comnittee on May 15 recommending 135,000
public housing walts per year. This was in sharp contrast to the
35,000 ualts per year for two years requested by the President.
This bill will be & greet step forvard in owr slum clearance and
wban renewal progran. Another importent provision of the Housing

by the Federal Bousing Aduinistretion. This will give owr elderly,
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low-income people who do not have the cash for the relstively large
down payments nov requirved for an FHA mortgage @ chance to owm their /
own homes at last.

Another interesting provisica is the new ceiling on FHA home
improvement loans -~ now wp to $3500, with wp to § years to repay the
loan. I am hopeful that the fianal bill as passed by the House and the

The big highway progrem is also caming up. To Mionesots, this bill
will mean $42 million in Federal aid for highways next year, and a
total of nearly $750 million over the next 13 yeavs, Half a billion
dollers of Federal aid will go to construction of 850 miles of
swperhighwey, interstate highways in Minnesota.

Last week, I introduced & higinvmy safety bdll vhich I hope will
be added to the highway bill when it reaches the Benate floor. This

bill would direct the Secretary of Commerce to conduct & comprehensive

study of all phases of highway traffic safety. Up to now, the Buresu
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of Roads has felt itself Limited to studying caly desiga and physicel
characteristics of highways as related to safety. This safety bill

has strong backing from such private groups us the Tripde-A, vho feel,
82 I do, that our shocking Soll of 40,000 provable treffic deaths this

year cn Amevican highways is nothing short of & national disaster.

In passing, I am pleased to report that I joined in the successful
effort last week to pass the Nisgeras Redevelopment Authority -- a
bill which will give Hew York State the suthooity to construct a
power facility to gemerate 10 billion kilowatt hours per year --
and dirficts New York to give equal preference to cowrties and
mnicipalities, state depertments andggencies, REA co-ops, and
Coming on top of Elk River Electric Co-op's long and succesaful
fight to get Agomic Energy Commission approval for an atomic steam
generating plant, ow REA's have hed & very good month indeed. I am

especially proud to reflect that two years ago I secured the amdndments
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o the Atomic Bnargy Act of 195% which made possible REA co-op

participetion in the development of peaceful stomic power.

e s .

Now, let's have & look &b the revised fer: bill, vhich, by the time
you hear this broadeast, should be on its way to the President.
As the bill now stands, it leaves much t0 be desired. Yet,
&t the same time, it provides many improvements and safeguards for
sgriculture that would not have been provided if we had followed
alone the guidance end recamendstions of this Administretion.
The bill does not go as fer as we Democrets felt and still
feel vas necessary. It does go further than Republicans end this
Administration wanted to go. It is coviously & compromige -« but
it is the best we can get enacted with an Executive Branch that has
MnmhMWWMdWMm
WM?&M&WM,M,
asutometically made the measure & "bad bill", in the eyes of the

Administration.
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Anything that came fram the Blsenhower Administration, apparently,
vas sutometically assumed to be a “good bill.

The truth is that & serious, bipartisen, constructive effort
hes been made by the Demcoratic lesdership and the Democratic-controlled
Serate Committee on Agriculture right from the stert to emact the best

L & & F H

of the Democratic farm bill, all we are enacting now is wviat President
It is emasing, and it is witrue.
The present bill has same 65 or move significant changes from
what the Adminictration hastily submitted to this Congress.
If i% 4is now & "good BIll" as the Administretiongpokesmen say,

it is “"good because the Democrabts would not give wp our fight
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that was needed.
There is much in this bill that the Administration never

thought of, or, if it thought of 1t, refused to sponsor. “Nowy

shoy-thraw our £irst. plecout-the-wislsys "

It was action of the Democrats that kept support prices
from being dropped as low as the Administration obviously wanted
to drop them.

It was action of the Democrats that compelled s higher
support level for dairy products this year.

It was action of the Democrats that froze the transitiomal
parity formula from ram 8till lower pending 2 study by the Deparse
ment of an entirely new formula.

I am pleassed that both the parity ltw@thomr dairy

supports, in the original form, were my own amendments in coamittee.
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They have been kicked arcound and abused, but their merit has been
recognized in the end.

I am proud, too, that my amendment providing for marketing
research and price reporting on timber products has beenkkept in the
bill;, along with amendments which I sponsored ar so-sponsoredto pro-
tect the normal competitive relationship of soybeans and cotton-
u.ed, to expand funds for using voluntary agencies in overseas
relief distribution of surplus commodities, to authorize payment
of ocean freight on such commodities, to authorize processing
of surplus foods into fora suitable for relief distribution, tc
give & greater local volce by scoil comservation districts and
state foresters lo administration of the soil bank, and to expand
the corn allotment this year to 51 million acres.

Many other constructive changes have been made in the
bill from the limited program this Administration proposed.

We have taken wildlife conservation interests into account,



on conservation reserve lands instead of limiting it to soil com-

servation. We have lengthened the time of conservation reserve
contracts Yo 1) yeass to émcourage tree planting, and incroased by
$100 million the funds for this phase of the soil bank program.

We have expanded the list of commodities covered by the
acreage reserve program, tightened safeguards for cattlemen and
dairymen against use of new pasture land to graze additional live-
stock, and provided for comtrol of noxicus weeds.

We kave improved safeguards for tenmant farmers, uader
the scll benk program, We have provided a vastly stepped-up
surplus disposal program, including calling for specific reoom-
medations on setting up & food stamp plan and a program of
strateglc defense reserves of food and fiber. We have provided
for expanding the barter program, by authorizing transfer to

the supplemental defense stockpile strategic as vell as other
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materials acquired Wy r surplus form products.

We have limited the &se of government-owned lands improducing
price-supported crops competing with other farmers. We have
asuthorized an additiomal $500 million to supplement Section 32
funds for purchases of perishable products such as pork and beef.
¥e have provided a bipartisan commission to recommend legislation
for the increased industrial use of agricultural products. We
have provided for food domations to certain pemal institutions.
We have authorized a trial of the two-price certificate plan on
rice.

‘With all _thuc changes, and many, many, more, this then
is the bill Bongress is enacténg ~- a bill the press would have
the public believe is Jjust what President Elsenhower asked the
Congress (0 enact.

#EEERERES

We in Congress have given the Administration all it
VAE & prae M PRV
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They now say they accept it as & "good bill". Let us hope they
administer it thet vey.

Properly administered, this measure could still help eheck the
dangevous decline in farm incame.

Trproperly sdministered, or administered reluctantly by those
who @ 1ot really believe in fam prograns st all, no legislation cen

My appeal is for cynpathetic administration -- for stretching every
poiat in favor of the hard-pressed femer, for trying to protect our
entive sconouy ~- now - by halbing this deploveble situstion in

I em convinced theb time will Justify every position I have taken
in this long farm £ight -- and time vill eventually see emacted into
1aw and public policy many of the efforts to improve conditions in
egriculture which this Adninistration has scorned and successfully
sidetreched.

¢/ro (and VL)



Ladies and gentlemon, and fellow-Minnesotans:

Today I thought you might iike to have & report on what ve call
our Mimesota projects. You sec, while @ greet desl of my time and
energy goes into commlttes vork and floor work on legislation of
netionel soops, I never fanget that I am o Semator from Minnesobe «-
with wigque respomsibilitiss to {he people of Minnesobo .

o, uirdle mwch of uy ebbontion is concentrated on such lagislation
of netlonel lmportence 85 is now peoding -- the Social Secwrity
amenimentis, the Higmey Bill, ﬂ-mmmm
eypropristions, and the Fam Bill, and ve hope goon, the School
Concteuction Bill - my Job @8 I ses it 18 Go malm sure thet Minneoota
and Minnesotens share fully in the many constzuctive activities of the

Pederal Goverrment.
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To be quite frank, Minnesota is just one of forty-eight states,
Duch state has wgent problens vhich in amny cases, anly Federel
assistance can solve. And Fedmwl sgencies, vith strictly bulgeted
funds ead limited parsomnel, can undertake cnly so many peojects of
the rmay that need doing.

As one of Mimnesota's two Senators, I feel that ono of my most
impartant tasks is o speak Eal ach for Mimesocta, to be its “friend
st cowt”, to make sure that vhen one of Mumesota's state agencies,
or cne of Minmesote's commmities or privete crganications takes W
o matter with eay agency of the Fedevel Govermnmeut, the matber will
get full, Pair and prompt consideratien.

Farther than that, vhen I cee an opportunity for Mumesota,

I got out and try to get it for my Btate. In the friendly competition
on Capitol BILl in Weshington, what really covnte is the abllity to
get theve "fustest with the mostest”, as Geneval Nsthan Bedford

Farest of the Southern Arwies once said.
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Trensportation, for example, is the life of coumerce, &8 ve
all know. And consequently, I am alweys watchful for opportunities
o Lgrove Mimesota's thansporbetion fecilities. Thet is the reason
viy I heve been pressing so haxd in the past weels with the Ay
Englneers and the Sensbte Comittee an Public Works to secure spproval
of the nine-foot navigation chamel in the Mimesota River. That is
vhy I deve been working dsy in and day oub with the Carps of Englneers
end Minneapolis' fine englnoers snd elty officials to ensure thet
completida of the Upper Harbor ob Mimmespolls is sggwoved by the
Cowps of Bugineers and the Congress. Both projects will ie
which sbretches from the Allaghaaies to the Gulf of Msdco, aad narth
to Mimnesota, aad alang wileh S0 mch of Ameriosn industvy o
established. Both of these projects, I am crvinced, will be
approved - with grest benefits to Minnesobe in berms of nev intustry,

lower costs and higher liviag standexds. For the saaxe reason,
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I vorked hexd to push throwh emrlier this year legislation to euthorize
the deepening of the connecting channels of the Great Lakes -- the ome
barrler widch would keep ocean-godng vessels from caming wp the
5t. Lawrence Seaway fourteen mundred miles to Mimse ta.

Alr trensportation facilities ere also caritically lmportant.
Al b0 soe thet Mumasota's nveds for alrport constructicn are met,
I ¥ind 3% useful %o stay in toach with the Civil Acrommbbics Downd,
witeh has & certaln awoust of discretionary suthority in the ellotment

- o the distribubion of several husdred million dollaws for this

pwpese between now and July 1.

Lot we emphasizes these projects dom't Just hegpen. With s0
medy wrtiviile widertakings being advoceted, 1t lo eritically
drportent o ece that Mionesole's interests ave protected ectively,

consbantly, and personally.
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Flool control is & cese in paint. Almost every state is subject
to floods, and they all want sonwthing done sbout them. The Poderal
Govermment has e brond end ective progren of £lood contwol godng oo
twoughout the netion. Bub to male sure that Minnesoba's needs along
the Red River, the Mtinnesota, The Ralny River, the Mississippd and
thedr tributary streans sre consideved feivly, I feel it s an
imgortant perd of my job to stuly the local needs, t0 talk over the
local sitwebion with leaders in the area, and to represent them in
Vashington as their spokocran. Trwough such efforts, year in and
for Mlamesota £lood control projects -- such as the cantimuing
progran on the Red River, sad the projects recently recomsnded
by the Boaxd of Enginesrs af Ruffy Brook end Lost River, and ab
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Gn these Corps of Buginmers projects, each of which is ldoted
under the subject of Rivera aud Harbors, a long and exhaustive
Frocshuve must be carvied out before o chovel full of drt is
twnal., Plrst mst come anthorization fran the Congress to make
-& prelimingey stuly; thep there may be the question of securing funds
for the study i8self. Next, the Ingineers must review the praject
&% fowr levels before they recamend spproval. And befure the
‘Cangrens 1s esked to euthorise the project officislly, the Governcw
”.mmnnthmumm-m,m
finally, to apreopriste the necessary funds,

Bach stage 1s critical. At esch point, the decision must de
fovarable or there will be no project for Mimmesota. It is my task
&“thtﬂtvmx'm%l‘“hm
far the project ic made effectively and stulied with care and

attention.
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During the pest soverel weels, & great deal of the time of syself
and my otaff hes also beon dovobted %o the tashk of working with the
variouws spprogrietions subcommitiess of the Senafe in securing funde
for other projects of special intevest to Minnescie.

For cxerple, mowing that Minnesota's needs ere critical for new
general hogplital construction, I cited these figpwres to the Comaititee
end wrged that the buiget request for funls wder the Hill-Burton Act
for Federal ald to the states for hospital construction be ralsed from
85,800,000 to $100,000,000. I mm gled t0 report thet the Comittee
reported out the emount I asid. I have urged considerable increases
over the Ludget request for the medical research programs of the
liztional Institutes of Health -~ not only because these prograns are
very bedly nseded, but aloo because our ovn great University of

Mingesota Medical School will share heavily in the Federal programs.
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When the agricultwal appropriations bill came wp, I asled
for inelusion-of two special projects which I em glad to report
were approved -- an item to esteblish a forest products research
leboratory et Grand Rapids, and & hydrological laboretory designed
to stuly the water situstion in our northern forest ereas. In
addition, I asked for special funds to study such problems as
the infestation of the gypey moth, which is dolng so much demage
throughout the Upper Midwest. Again, I am glad to report that funds
for this necessary project were included by the Committee.

Another project of major importance, on which I have been
vorking for several years, is the establishmest of & Duresu of
Mines Minerals Research Laborstory in Minnesots, designed to study
and develop the grest ustepped mineral resowrcss of Minnesota --
such a5 non-magnetic taconite, and manganese ore -- both of widch
Minnesota has rich deposita. Although this laboratory is the top

priority minerals laboratory on the list of the Buresn of Mines,
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the Bureau of the Bulget under the present Administration has

consistently refused to recommend it to the Congress. To break
this log-jem, therefore, I have secured the co-sponsorship of
Senator Wurrey of Montana of & bill to direct the establishment

of this laboratory. Sensbor Murray occupies the key position of
Chalrmen of the Committee on Interior Affairs, end his co-sponsorship
means & grest deel in gaining the acceptance of the Coammittee and
the full Senate. I have high hopes that this bill will come before
the full Senate in the near future.

Another mejor project which is e possibility for Minnescta is
the proposed multi-million~doller atomic ressarch facility which the
Atomic Energy Commission will bulld on one of fourteen Midwestern
University campuses. Hatwslly, owr great University of Minnesots
is & very strong candidate. Since the first week of April, I have
been working closely with the University to plan the necessary steps
to ensure that the University is given every comsideration in the

choice to be made eventually by the Atomic Energy Commission.
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At President Morrill's request, however, neither I nor Congressman
MeCarthy nor Congressman Wier have contacted the Atomic Energy
Commission in behalf of the University, in owder not %o jespardisze
the extremely delicate negotiations going on among the Midwest
Universities themselves -~ who were to recommend three of their
mumber t0 the ANC for final consideration. Just as soon as we are
informed that ow University is among those three, there will be
a strong effort mede by the entire Minnesota Congressional
delegation to secure the big atomic laboratory for Minmesota.
Speaking of atamic energy, the great nev development at the
Elk River Co-op has been a project to which & grest desl of my
efforts have been directed -~ beginning in 1954 with my successful
amendment of the basic Atomic Energy Act to permit cooperatives and
memhﬁ%&m
atouwic power. Through all the monthe of delay and frustretion that

folipwed HElk River's first epplication for an atamic reactor,
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I vorkad closely with the co-op and with the Atomic Esergy Comission
and the Rural Hlsctrification Administration to overcams the reluctance
of thoee sgencles to support Elk River's fine proposel. The amouncement
&t long last thet the REA would participate in the finsncing of this
historic effort brought to a close two solid yeavs of continucus efforts
on my part and on the part of the whole Minnesote dslegstion to secure
this vital project.

Another contimuing project which is very much in the news this
weok is the effort 0 be of real sssistance to our Minnesota Indiens.
The Governor's Conference on Indian Affairs on June 1-2 will bring into
sharp focus the problems of poverty and illness end lsck of proper
training facilities for owr Mimesota Indisns. For years I have been
vorking with the State Depariment of Velfare and the Buresu of Indian
Affaire in an effort to work out & better program for Minnscots.

During this Congress, I have introdvced with Congressman Marshell,

lsgisletion to provide a coupletely now program, hoeded by & specially
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Indlan welfare, education and training progres from,the groumd 1p --
mm&mmwwmmmwmwm
strean of American life end also the Indian who wishes to contimue
the traditional 1ife on the ressrvation. Something simply must be
done, for the present program is resulting ealy in poverty and
unhappiness and delinguency for owr Minnescte Indians. They deserve
far betler.

m-xwmummmwuum
call "trauble-shooting”. From time to time, Federel agenciss, being
mw,mm,wmummmumm,mm
mlstakes. Sametimes they are cepricions and even irvesponsible.
mmmwmmmm,mm,m
mmmmmummmam
WNWWWMWMWM
of about & hundred Tvin Cities VA employees, but it would also result

ummumwmmmemmm
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the Midvest. When the Vetevmns Administration refused %o delsy the
decentralisation until the Congraus had a chance 4o stuly the proposal,
I asied the House Veterans Affairs Committee to investigate this
uneconomical and wnwise nove. The Camaittee is beglaniug this stuly
on the weeksnd of the twinty-sixth. Whether or not wve caa prevent the
begluning of this decentralisation; I feel that close study by the
efficient cpervation st Fort Snelling.

I hope that I have been able 4o glve you some idea of ny work as
your Semator, whieh is certainly not exclusively conceraed with
legisiation.

Before I close, I should iike o tell you JuAt trlefly about two
litile sidelights which mey illustrete that a Semator can be & kind
ammmwmmumm. During Minnssota
Hospitality Week, mmm recently proclaimed, ssking
every Mimesotan to imvite at least one person to come 40 visit

Minnegota, I found the opportunity to invite emch mesber of the
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to them on the Senete floor, Each Senator next morming hed a hande
delivered copy of the Congressional Becord on his desk.

Vhen President Sulmrno of Indomeais was in Weshington last wmek,
1 found myself in a friendly couversation at the dimmer with ouwr own
Presidant. It was an opportunity oo good to be missed, and vhile I
did Aiscuss the foreign ald progrem with Mr. Blsenhower, we had & most
enjoyeble discussion &lso ebout Mimmesota. I suggested to the President
that vhen he found himself with move time on his hands, he would be o
moet welcome guest in our grest North Star State.

b
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